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RP property boom: 
Sector shows no 
signs of cooling down 
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1S THIS WEEE YOUR CHANCE 
TO SAY VES? 


see special section 


[Ийе sends off Marian 


images to poor villages 
By T] Burgonio 


AT 93, ASUNCION LEETAI PAVIA DOES NOT 
show signs of slowing down. She prays the 
rosary twice a day, reads Inspirational books 
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Top classical artists 
in concert to raise 
funds for rescue dogs 


and watches TV Mass at night. 


Unknown to many, save for her family 
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VIVA LA VIRGEN! 
Thousands of devotees 
Join the procession for 
Our Lady of 
Peñafrancia, patroness 
of Bicolandia, before 
the fluvial parade In 
Naga City. 
io soam 
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Bauang declares 
state of calamity 
over rabies cases 


Erap open to amnesty 


But he wants to read ‘fine print’ of proposal first 


By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Kristine L. Alave 


CONVICTED FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH ES- 


trada is open to the idea of being granted amnesty, 
but he wants to see the “fine print” of any such pro- 
posal first and wants it clear that acceptance does 
not signify guilt, a close ally said yesterday. 


Rep. Rufus Rodriguez, 
spokesperson of Estrada's Par- 
tido ng Masang Pilipino, said 
Estrada considered amnesty a 
logical recourse given what he 
called the “political decision” 
handed down by the Sandigan- 
bayan which convicted him of 
plunder in a P4.1-billion case. 


open to the idea of amnesty.” 
Rodriguez told the INQuma, re- 
calling their 15-minute phone 
conversation оп Saturday 
т. "But he has to see the fine 
printof the proposal." 
Rodriguez said he and Estra- 
da talked after the exPresi- 
dents legal team came to his 


"The President (Estrada) is Тапау rest house, where the 


Coconuts 
to fuel 
growth in 
Pacific 


MAJURO, MARSHALL 15- 
Jands—The first thing you no- 
tice about a diesel engine run- 
ning on coconut ой is the 
smell 

"It smells sweet. You can 
put your nose right up to the 
exhaust,” says Witon Barry, 
assistant manager of the To- 
bolar Copra processing plant 
in the Marshall Islands capi- 
tal of Majuro. 

Smelling just like coconut. 
biscuits straight out of the 
oven, the exhaust isa big im- 
provement on an old diesel 
engine belching acrid black 
smoke. 

All over the Pacific, power 
authorities, private compa- 
nies and entrepreneurs have. 
been experimenting with co- 
conut oil as an alternative to 
diesel fuel for vehicles, power 
generators and even ships. 

"The idea goes right the 
way back to Mr Rudolf 


Coconut power 


Six to 10 coconuts can produce a litre of oil 


Diesel. He invented the com- 
bustion engine to use peanut 
oil,” says Jerry Kramer, chief 
executive of Pacific Interna- 
tional Inc, a company pio- 
neering the use of coconut ой 
in the Marshall Islands 

The use of coconut oil re- 


ceived a boost in the last cou- 
ple of years as oil prices hit 
record highs and coconut oil 
fell to around $550 per ton in 
the volatile world commodity 

markets. 
Coconut trees are found ev- 
COCONUTS/AIS 


MILF offers to pull 


IN A GESTURE OF GOODWILL 
ahead of an anticipated re- 
sumption of peace talks, the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) yesterday announced 
that it had offered to abandon 
its strongholds in Basilan and 
Sulu so the military could go af- 
ter Abu Sayyaf bandits. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Ka- 


balu said over local radio the 
rebels would move out of their 
strongholds in Basilan and Sulu 
"to give way to a big military of- 
fensive" against Abu Sayyaf mil- 
itants, 

"We are prepared to leave the 
areas, on certain considera- 
tions, including the security and 
subsistence of the families of 


antigraft court had ordered 
Estrada detained until further 
notice. 

Rodriguez said the decision 
ofthe team was to file a motion 
forreconsideration. 

Estrada particularly wanted 
to study the details of the 
“all-encompassing” amnesty 

ERAPIAIS 


Senate millionaires 
club: Villar is richest 


By Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


SENATE PRESIDENT MANUEL. 
Villar is the richest senator 
while Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV 
isthe poorest. 

Based on his latest state- 
ment of assets, liabilities and 
пес worth (SALN), Villar, the 
Tondo boy who made good 


selling low-cost houses, listed 
his net worth as P921.4 mil- 
lion, up less than 1 percent 
from the P915.6 million he de- 
clared in 2006. 

Villar, who ranked No. 24 
in Forbes Asia's 40 richest 
Filipinos with a $110-million 
fortune, accounted for 47 

SENATE/AI2 


GMA men seen to snub 
‘Hello Garci’ quiz today 


By GilC, Cabacungan Jr. 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


‘THE SENATE WILL RESUME ITS 
“Hello Garci” investigation today, 
with former military intelligence 
agent Vidal Doble Jt. as the lone 
wimess. 

But other witnesses, notably 
government and military off- 
cials, are expected to snub the 
hearing on the wiretapped con- 
vversations between President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and form 
Election Commissioner Virgilio 


Garcillano in which they al- 
Jegedly talked about manipulat- 
ing the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said the 
Senate had yet to receive re- 
sponses from the personalities 
who were invited to attend the 
hearing to shed light on “Project: 
Lighthouse," the alleged wiretap- 
ping operation conducted by the 
Intelligence Service ofthe Armed 
Forces of the Philippines Пар) 
during the 2004 elections. 

GMAMEN/AIB 


out forces in Basilan, 5 


ош fighters,” Kabalu said. “We 
‘want to apply that to avoid mis- 
encounters” with the military, 

headded 
Kabalu said the offer to tem- 
porarily vacate their camps 
‘was a "sign of sincerity and co- 
operation so that the govern- 
ment could focus on the law- 
MILE OFFERS/AIZ 


MILF rebels | 
raisetheir |. 


81% 


Businessmen 
still cautious 
after verdict 


By Amando Doronila 


ТНЕ FINANCIAL MARKETS 
have reacted to former Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada's convic- 
tion for plunder with enormous 
relief amid the calm public ac- 
ceptance of the antigraft court's 
verdict that sentenced him to 
life. 

The mar- 
кез rallied 
soon after the Sendiganbayan 
handed down its historic ver- 
dict on Wednesday The peso re- 
bounded to 46.71 to the US dol- 
lar, a sharp gain from the previ- 
ous day's 47.12. 

Stock prices closed 1.21 per- 
cent higher on Wednesday, re- 
covering from a two-day slump. 
The calm resolution of the 
year trial was not the singular. 
factor that sparked the ге 
bound. The rally was a positive 
response to the court decision 
and was helped by the 
prospects of a reduction this 
week by the US Federal Reserve 
ofits benchmark interest rate. 

That means that the markets’ 
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100 convicts want 
to serve Erap’s term 
By Jocelyn R. Uy 


WHEN JOSEPH ESTRADA 
spared some 100 death convicts 
from execution while he was 
President, litle did he know his 
act of mercy would bring him 
good karma—in his own time 
of trouble. 

Those erstwhile death con- 
victs, now serving life sentences 
at the New Bilibid Prisons ei- 
ther for murder, rape or some 
other heinous crime, have writ- 
ten a letter expressing their 
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DOJ to focus on scams, killings 


Acting Secretary Devanadera to also look into old, urgent cases 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WILL GIVE PRI- 
ority to cases involving investment scams and ex- 
trajudicial killings, including those of members of 
the media, under the watch of acting Secretary 
Agnes Devanadera. 


Devanadera, who is also the 
Solicitor General, said she 
would work to decrease the 
backlog of cases at the DOJ and 
had begun an inventory of the 
oldest and most urgent cases fi- 
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Prosecutor Jovencito Zufio had 
grouped the cases according to 
type to make it easier to see 
which cases should be taken 
care of first. 

"The way I see it now, because 
of the volume [of cases] after see- 
ing the inventory, I think we have 
to move these cases and address 
the more urgent ones and the old 
ones regardless of the nature of 
the cases,” she said. 

Devanadera said that focus- 
ing on investment and pyramid- 
ing scams was important given 


the number of people that have 
been victimized. 

"These are people who have in- 
vested their Ше savings. Tm hop- 
ing that other people will not vie 
timize more and more of our 
countrymen. You know [those] 
from the provinces, they are really 
vulnerable. ts usually the retire- 
ment pay of teachers, of soldiers 
{thot is affected)" she said. 

Among the recent investment 
scams was one involving foreign 
exchange wading firm Perfor- 
mance Investment Products Corp. 


(РРО) which allegedly defrauded 
its clients of milions of dollars, 
and Freneswiss, an internet-based 
pyramiding scheme. 

Extrajudicial and media killings, 
оп the other hand, are a fairly re- 
cent concem, with the govem- 
ment, the military and law en- 
forcers taken to task by critics for 
failing to solve the killings. 

The Supreme Court even orga- 
nized a multisectoral summit to 
come up with solutions to address 
the extrajudicial killings and en- 
forced disappearances. 


Mendoza tells cadets NBN deal ‘all right, sir!’ 


Тһе human rights group Karap- 
atan has said that more than 800 
people have been killed—alleged- 
ly by security forces—since 2001. 
More than 365 of the victims were 
left-wing activists, it said. At least 
183 cases of involuntary disap- 
pearances had also been recorded. 

Since 2001, 33 journalists 
have also been killed. 

Devanadera, meanwhile, said 
she would not reduce the number 
of people working at the DOJ. 

“Tm not here to fire, but Pm 
here to hire,” she said. 


nally would be disposed of. 
Devanadera is at the helm of 
the DOJ in the absence of Secre- 
tary Raul Gonzalez who is on 
medical leave. 
Devanadera said Chief State 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


FORT DEL PILAR, BAGUIO CITY—TRANS- 
portation and Communications Secretary 
Leandro Mendoza assured cadets of the 
Philippine Military Academy that the con- 


(NBN) project was “on the level,” when he 
declared “All right, sir!” during a closed door. 
testimonial luncheon with PMA cadets on 
Saturday. 

“Allright, sir!" is a cadet salutation that 
tells a PMA “mistah” (classmate) that what 
a fellow cadet is saying is the absolute 


troversial National Broadband Network truth, Maj. Gen. Leopoldo Maligalig, PMA 
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superintendent, explained on Sunday. 

Mendoza did not read his prepared 
speech. Instead, he showed the cadets а 
copy of a national newspaper [which 
had described Mendoza as the official 
who had kept mum about the scandal], 
Maligalig said. 

“Не told the cadets that it would 
be okay to ask him АШ right, sir” 
because he would respond in the 
affirmative,” Maligalig said. Men- 
doza is a member of PMA Class'69. 

It was the same salutation that 
Sen. Panfilo Lacson, also a PMA 
alumnus, used to challenge the 
credibility of then Defense Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes at the height of 
the controversy surrounding the 
alleged misuse of intelligence 
funds. 

But Reyes, another РМА alum- 
nus, did not reply to the challenge 


ЧО WITH GIANT RIPPER 


and asserted that he remained 
“under oath.” 

“All right, sirt” is part of the in- 
teraction among PMA alumni who 


12- ROUGH TERRAIN CRANES 
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are obliged to adhere to the PMA honor 
system. 

The PMA honor code forbids cadets 
from lying, cheating or stealing, and 
does not approve of a cadet or an alum- 
mus who tolerates violators. 

Mendoza proffered the salutation af- 
ter describing the function of a national 
broadband network in governance, Ма- 
ligalig told the Incumen. 

Maligalig said the cadets were aware. 
ofthe NBN controversy. 

But he seid the real lesson "this scan- 
dal has taught them is that the honor 
system can remain part of their lives 30 
years into their careers." 

Maligalig said Mendoza's "All right, 
sit" salutation proved this. 

Mendoza had been invited to attend a 
parade in his honor,”even before the 
NBN scandal broke out, Maligalig said. 

Buthe accepted the invitation only this 
week because it coincided with a national 
forum of the Department of Transporta- 
tion and Communications’ regional exec- 
utives at Camp John Hay here, he said 
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JONAS CASE 
could go up to SC, 
says Esperon 
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т PRISONERS 
get ‘catered’ 
food at national 
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Aiko Finally Reveals The 
Secret To Het Weight-Loss 


used can even affect your memory! 


and the anesthes 
Vnoticed lumidipat yung 


Plus when H gained weight 
t parts ofthe body. [wasnt 


he was one of Philippine cinemas favorite young sweetheart: 
ually evolved into à more accomplished, mature actr 
Actress. Mother. Public Oficial Aiko Melendez 


ont ofthe cameras, but 


who eve 
and then some in dil proportioned 


h. imed many roles not only in 


under the watchful eyes (a metimes inevitable scrunity ) of 
the public, One of the visible "changes? in Aiko was her $ 
Dawn went from 146 


rally shin to being eveiweight 
methingshedidni te an amazing 126 Ibs. thanks to reli 


16 Marie France treatments 
Seeing how Marie France worked for Dawn inspired 

me,” Aiko says. "Achieving my ideal weight has become 

ery important, Iwas about EXT lbs when tf 

ments were worki 


transformation from bein 

Froma 28 inch waistline, she went up toa Y 

think would happen 

im almost hall of my ll 
к never thought d end up gaining weight 

ll che excess weight? “ішін started 


Kad ny frst pregnancy 


Ive been Nike shares. "Ewa 
1 came 


mhletic, Faved to 
ul хам how 


How didshe end up gainin 
with my pregnancy,” Aiko recalls Mane France. ‘The tr 
had this notion that I could eat anything 1 wanted be I was slowly but surely losing the pounds. However, afler a 
eating ‘tor two, So I spoiled myself: And Lend a few months of treatment, I had to stop because of electis 
drastic amount of weight! Imagine, Leven went where I ran for Quezon City Councilor, The stress lom that 

also made me losea couple of pounds. ‘Then alter that, Iwe 
t hack to Marie France to continue my program. In two 
! As ofnow, m already HS tls! im still 
o reach my ideal 


waistline!” 
Used to bei Aiko was unpre 
felt really buch” she remem 


red forthe emot 
months, Host 17 Ibs 


would take on her 
a work inp 


hough. Iii hopin 
1130 to 135 Ibs 
but r 
treatments: "With M 


There 


dress well, Whe . 
She was last However: Ibis purely machine 


v solution down and Tela ite treatment: 4 ~ 
| Physique So far... 


1 tried every diet there is!” Aiko recalls. “South Beach, Alter 6 
me it уе tried it! Butwhen Host a bit of weight | 48 LBS. 


y Weight h 


Athins youn 
Thad atendeney tobe lax, So fd end up eatin 
but ended u 


ang aiming weight 
agam. Falso teal diet pills, getting hospitalized 
because hit elt ina parang nailing ako. Vw getting 
irritable: Lalo had problems with my bloc 


"— 


tting But m not done 


ШІКТІ 
all the nice comments Гуе been, 


t you wait. па going to get even slimmer’ Aiko 


culation 
Eventually she thought she loud à 
us paris ofthe body. my arms, 


Аш бусаһ, you -- Ба 
м Like Aiko, you can also lase the excess weight the healthy 


Call Marie France today at 594 


lution liposuction, I yet! J 
al lipesactions done in var ту; promises confidently 
my - basically everywhere 

i don't watch your diét or exercise 
mble even triple of what you сизу, non-surgical way 

y liave at least З BODY (2639); Cebu (032) 2 


od- 961-2981 for d free consultation. 


back my legs my tur 
dolose the weight, Butil y 
fost before: What's more, Iwas told you can ¢ 33-7637; Pampanga (04 

we 


lipo's in your lifetime. "Caise it ean айе your 


I Went From a 


37 to a 32-Inch 
Waistline! 


"| never thought I'd end up being overweight. | used to be 
mer in my younger years. When | gained weight and went 

о а 37-inch waistline, my life changed. | started losing acting 
есіз. People would come up to me and tell me outright. 
that | was fat. It really made me lose my confidence! | had 
iposuction done but when | gained excess weight again, it was 
what | lost before. As for diets — you name it, I've tried 


itl | just kept losing and gaining again. Then Dawn (Zulueta), 
| was 


who's a close friend, recommended Marie France. 
encouraged by her weight-loss success story. | started going 
regularly and so far I've already slimmed down to a 32-inch 
waistline! I'm still a work in progress but so far | feel better 


because | know | look slimmer and healthier!" 


- Aiko Melendez 
Actress and Public Official 
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Just like being in there AFP: Jonas case 


Comnüerence Speakerphone 
with Recording Function 


* Full Duplex 


* Two-way Recording} 


© 8 Microphones 
= Есһо-Сапсейег 
* Noise Reduction 


Model: KX-TS730 
Panasonic 


PBX-facsimiles 
cordless phone 
*Inkfilms 
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COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 


may go all the 
way up to SC 


ByNikko Dizon ended up on the ve- 

hice used in his kid- 
napping, Gen. Her- 
mogenes Esperon Jr. 
said. 

“The final arbiter 
here could be the 
Supreme Cour, with 
all my respect to the 
lower cours" the 
AFP chief of staff told 
the gune in an in- 
terview on Friday. 

Esperon also ad- 


lease the report as or- 
dered by the Court of 
Appeals, after it re- 
десей the Solicitor 
General's petition to 
quash the subpoena 
forthe document. 
‘Aweek later, Assis- 
tant Solicitor General 
Amparo Tang said 
she had explained to 
Esperon that all legal 
remedies should first 
be exhausted before 


‘THE ARMED FORCES 
of the Philippines із 
prepared to fight all 
the way to the 
Supreme Court at 
tempts by the family 
of Jonas Burgos to 
secure its investiga- 
tion report on how 
the license plate of 
an impounded jeep 


СОМЕ FOR SOME TEE 
AND HISTORY. 


We'll take you away on a holiday of history and golf in Saipan. 


if there's one drawback to playing до! in Saipan, it's the stunning ocean views and tropical island beauty. 
Even non-golfers will be moved by the dramatic scenery and historical landmarks. And whether 
golfer, history buff or nature lover, you'll earn mileage on OnePass, our frequent flyer program. 

‘Call Continental at (063-2) 8188701 (Makati City) or (063-32) 2557533 (Cebu City) 

to make a reservation or visit continental.com, 


A 


Work Hard. 
Ну Right.. 


г t 


mitted that when he 
announced that he 
would release the re- 
port іп compliance 
with an order of the 
Court of Appeals, he 
was unaware that 
government lawyers 
were poised to file a 
motion for reconsid- 
eration. 

А week after the 
announcement that 
elated Burgos’ moth- 
er Edita, Esperon 
said the AFP would 
“exhaust all legal av- 
enues” not to have to 
release the report. 


Held in contempt 

"In the end, if the 
court orders us to re- 
lease the report, we 
will release it,” Es- 
peron sid. 

The leftist Kilu- 
sang Mambubukid 
ng Pilipinas (KMP) 
said that Esperon 
should be held in 
contempt if he con- 
tinued to refuse to re- 
lease the report de- 
spite an order from 
the appeals court 

“Не was the one 
who said that they 
would comply with 
the court order, now 
they are backing ош. 
He should be held re- 
sponsible for this and 
for prolonging the 
agony of Jonas Bur- 
gos family ала 
friends,” райо 
Ramos, KMP secre- 
tary general, said ina 
statement yesterday. 

‘On Sept. 7, Esper- 
оп said he would re- 


the military would 
release the report. 


Subpoenaed 

‘The family of Bur- 
gos has been trying 
to get a copy of the 
AFP Provost Mar- 
shall's investigation 
report on the loss of 
license plate TAB- 
194 that was on a 
Jeep in the custody of 
the 56h Infantry 
Battalion in Bulacan. 

‘The license plate 
was spotted on one 
of the vehicles used 
by the abductors of 
Burgos, 36, son of 
the late newspaper 
publisher and press 
freedom icon Jose 
"loe" Burgos. 

The military re- 
port was subpoenaed 
as part of the hearing 
on the petition for 
writof habeas corpus. 
filed by Edita Burgos, 
who has accused the 
military of being in- 
volved in the kidnap- 
ping. 

Jonas Burgos, an 
agriculturist, was ac- 
tively training peas- 
ant farmers on the 
use of organic fertil- 
izer when he was ab- 
ducted on April 28 
from йе Бег 
Gotesco mall in 
Fairview, — Quezon 
су. 

But police have 
said Burgos was a po- 
litical officer of the 
communist New Peo- 
ples Army who was 
kidnapped by his 
own comrades. 


. Do you want to write it 
right? 


EFFECTIVE BUSINESS WRITING 


October 9-11, 2007 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel 

To get your message through, your correspondences 
пева їо be catchy enough їо grab your audience's 
attention, yet clear and concise to avoid losing it 
later. Develop the habit of planning before wriling. 
Know exactly what you want to say and put t down in 
ап organized manner. With Effective Business Writing, 
you wil: 

Write concise letters, e-mail, memos, ahd 

reports 

Save fime by carefully planning your 

communication 

Achieve clearer messages by keeping the 

main point in mind 

Write more efficiently by using drafts propery 

Spot and correct common errors in grammar 

and usage 

Create messages that are friendly, persuasive, 

опа reader-oriented 

Creatively start and end your correspondence 

Catch and keep the reader's attention 

Edit and polish your writing for maximum 

impact 


Get your point across. Write it right. 


This program is for anyone in your organization who 
wants to improve their business writing skils. 


Looking for that 
— “perfect” plan? 


STRATEGIC PLANNING 


October 9-11, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


A strategic plan is not just a run down of tasks or a 
wish fst of what we want to happen. If is the blueprint 
of your organization's success. Leom the basics of 
planning and the elements of a strategic plan. Define 
апа analyze your current direction and plan the 
future. Set long-term objectives and project the 
indicators of success. With Strategic Planning, you wil: 


* Understand the scope, elements and steps in 
strategic planning 

+ Acquire insights and simulated experience on 
the strategic planning process 
Maximize benefits from opportunities and 
maximize the effects of threats in the changing 
business environment 
Confidently chart the future of the organization 
Formulate the strategies that will ensure your 
organization's long-term survival and growth 
Draw up initial action plans to support 
corporate direction 


Make plans that will work. 


This program is designed for fop executives of 
organizations who want to formulate strategies that 
will ensure their company's long-term survival and 
growth. 


Do you want to rev 
up your sales team? 


SALES MANAGEMENT 


October 16-18, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


A lot of us are stil frustrated by below-average sales 
performance and declining market share against 
competitors. Learn the sales management cycle and 
proper strategic sales planning. Organize and 
structure your sales force. Train and coach them for 
maximum performance. Develop your leadership 
style and set standards for performance. With Sales 
Management you wil: 
* Manage all the activities of your sales team 
= Plot the direction of your team with precision 
* Build the right structure and organization for your 
sales force 
* Use training to empower salespeople with key 
seling skills 
+ Employ powerful coaching and motivation 
techniques to guide salespeople towards peak 
performance 
* Delegate and motivate for maximum results 
* Discipline people and help them keep their focus 
= Sculpt a decisive, flexible, and effective 
leadership style 
Because sales is the heart of business. 


This program is for Sales Managers, Marketing 

‘Managers, Territory Managers, Area Managers, District 
‘Managers, Banquet Sales Managers and anyone who 
hondles sales people and wants to increase their sales 


performance. 


| CONSULTA 


NTS TO MANAGEMENT | 


FASTER RESULTS 


SHARPER SKILLS 
Ly 


АЕР: 


For inquiries and reservations call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit 
www.guthrie-jensen.com 

7/F Glass Tower Bldg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St. 
Legaspi Vill., Makati City 


Citibank invites you to watch 


14 MILLION ALBUMS LATER... 


josh 


groban 


TOUR 2007 


хах 


Citibank clients get а 10% discount on concert tickets. 


Get а 10% discount when you pay using your Citibank Credit Card or 
when you pay іп cash and present your Citibank Citicard (ATM card). 


For tickets, call Ticketworld at 891 5946 or 891 9999 | 


cítiba n k let's get it done 
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slat sinn. М, E 


€ MESO REJUVENATION 
€ COSMETIC FILLERS 
€ NUTRACELL-FACE 


© LASER ACNE TREATMENT BEST PRICE 
© SKIN WHITENING t 
IN THE PHILIPPINES! 


ден ахои Sidon _ 3687663 2310ы 7286873 
09214660423 0918 3912510 09178224399 09158804668 09158797217 09178261204 


m [3 HVDEA COSTA LEGASPI VI. MEGAMAL PASAY ROAD һе nom шыс 
^ UMBER: м 


role rent вил! юй _влзмбтыз вол ало вазу олбол 252514 
B slimmersworld.com.ph inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph 09020720 0029719928 (91620975 0915689068 0928067106 0905 260717 0928 671229, 


ie 
What’s cooking? Caterer serves up ‘adobe’ at Bilibid 


now being “catered.” nior Deputy Minority Leader Roi- asked, triggering more laughter total of 16,747 prisoners, a figure who had presented the depart 
“Ме have a catering Service lo Golez asked.. ‘One lawmaker asked а сої. nearly twice its 8,700 capacity, тепе proposed budget in her ca- 
8 COOKING AT THE now"hetold theincredulouslaw- Dapat said inmates enjoyed league ifthe sausages on the NBP Абау Rep. Edcel Lagman, pacity as DOJ officer in charge. 
lew Bilibid Prisons? makers, who took it as a joke. sausage and coffee for breakfast, chair of the committee on appro- Devanadera said the DOJ had 
‘Atthe congressional hearing on Тһе congressmen мее smoked fish and rice for lunch. работа, noted that МВР inmates previously requested that the dai 
he proposed 2008 national bud- quizzing Dapat on the Department and daing (dried salted fish) and crowded мете allocated a daily food al- ly meal allowance be increased to 
Byer last week, Bureau of Correc- of Justice's proposed P127-bilion rice for dinner. On good day, he lowance of only P40, or P13.33 P6O, but didn’t get approval. 
Sons (BuCor) Director Ricardo budget for next year The BuCor said they меге served generally inhumane condi- for every meal. ‘At one «point, Lagman said, 
Фарас made a stunning revela- which is under the department, “adobe’—er, adobo—with rice ‘apparently not los on “You have to lo that spar- “We've abolished the death penal- 
роп: Prisoners’ meals in the coun- stands to receive P2.3 billion. for lunch. those who heard Dapat's comments. tangneal allocation,” he told Solic- ty, but I'm afraid these inmates 
Es Premier prion aliy were — "So whats on the menu?” Se- "You feed them adobe?" Golez As of 2004, the NBP housed a itor General Agnes Devanadere, might die of malnutrition." 
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A MESSAGE T9 GUR REGULATORS & LEGISLATORS 


LOWER POWER COSTS, 
SPEED-UP POLICY REFORMS 


In view of our commitment to the Joint Congressional Power Commission 
JCPC of the 13th Congress, the Consumer & Oil Price Watch (COPW) 
continue to be vigilant and ensure that ANY price adjustments in electricity rates 
are reasonable and in accordance with the law. 


Our responsibility is to the consuming public. 
To keep them informed of the present economic conditions, 
oversee that fair pricing is maintained, protect the Filipino consumers’ rights, 
and lobby for measures to mitigate the impact of price increases. 


The Amendments as proposed in SB 1234 & HB 1889, will also remedy the defects of 
the power reform law, especially in the Transco Privatization. 
We therefore support the amendments that will provide options 
and speed-up Transco’s privatization. 


COPW SUPPORTS the Proposed Amendments of Senator Enrile (SN 1234) 
& HB 1899 of Representative Miguel Arroyo, Chairman House Committee on Energy 
and will work closely with Congress and the Power Sector, 
to ensure transparency in the implementation of rate adjustments. 


COPW SUPPORTS THE ENRILE AMENDMENT that the ERC, acting as a 
Quasi-judicial body, shall conduct public hearings on ALL APPLICATIONS FOR 
RATE INCREASES, and henceforth will NOT BE ALLOWED TO ISSUE 
PROVISIONAL AUTHORITY for electricity rate increases. 


COPW proposes that ERC must, within 60 days from billing period of distribution 
utilities, private sector generating plants, NPC, TRANSCO, PSALM, 
verify and decide if the increase is correct with finality. 


ES 


A TRIPLE WHAMMY TO CONSUMERS 


Consumers face a triple whammy due to the foliowing: 


1. First Whammy. Meralco has a Cumulative Increase NOT yet 
Тесоуегесі from September 2006 to June 2007 of P9.1969 per kwh. 
COPW Position is to stagger this monthly increase of 77 centavos per kWh 
over а 12 month period from September 2007 to August 2008. 


. Second Whammy. The Philippine Electricity Market Corp. (РЕМС) 
has fo collect from Luzon distribution utilities (DUs) an estimated P6.11 
per kWh covering the unsettled cost from September and October 
billing months in the Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM). 


COPW will monitor and ensure that consumers will not fully absorb 
the P6.11 per kWh additional cost as DUs ONLY BOUGHT A PORTION 
OF THEIR POWER SUPPLY FROM WESM during the period in question. 


. Third Whammy. COPW is opposed to the Performance Based Rate 
setting Methodology recently approved by the ERC, to take effect on 
January 1, 2008. 


Consumers have long been bearing the brunt of high power cost 
and inefficient power services... The EPIRA aims to ensure competition 
in the power industry to eventually bring down the cost of electricity... 


س 


AMEND EPIRA NOW 


COPW SUPPORTS THE AMENDMENTS IN THE EPIRA as introduced by Senator 
Enrile and Representative Mikey Arroyo that would help attain the much delayed 
open access & retail competition as follows: 


+ Lowering the target for NPC asset privatization from 70% to 50% 


+ Lowering the target for the transfer of management and control of 
NPC plants to the IPP administrators from 70% to 50% 


This will lower the cost of electricity for the benefit 
of the Filipino people, especially the POOR. 


For online posting of COPW issues, log on to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/COPW/ 


«соте & OIL COU Dove 


PRICE WATCH RAUL T. CONCEPGION 


Chairman 


Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 
or call Direct Line 844-8785; Fax: 818-6203 • E-mail: rtc@cfi.com.ph 
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SOROR 


PARTICIPANTS in Bike for Life to raise funds 
for child cancer patients roll out from. 
Alabang on the 14-day road trip that will 
take them to Davao City. көнін 


Father bikes 
to save son 
with cancer 


Dy Marlon Ramos 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


11КЕ A PROFESSIONAL CYCLIST PREPAR- 
ing for a big race, Robert Cariño has been 
seriously training the past two months for 
the long-distance haul. 

But unlike many competitive cyclists, who 
bike for fame and fortune, the 42-year-old fa 
ther of four is fired up by a more dauntin; 
quest— save his son's life. 

With a borrowed mountain bike, Cariño 
yesterday kicked off from Alabang, Muntinlu- 
ра City on a 1,500-Kilometer, 14-day bike саг 
avan that hopes to raise at least P1 million for 
medication for his son, Martin Jorel, who is af- 
flicted with lymphoma, and other beneficia- 
ries of the Cancer Warriors Foundation 


| cun. 


‘Cariño, who was himself diagnosed with 
Bells palsy a few months ago, knows he 


would need more than good physical condi- 


tioning to survive the long back-breaking tour 
dubbed “Bike for Life 3: A Joumey of Courage 
and Hope.” 

Aside from Cariño, eight other fathers of 
young cancer patients, as well as CWF volun- 
teers and supporters like swimming champion 
Akiko Thompson, joined the pack of bikers. 


Founder had brain cancer 

Also in the group was James Auste, a brain 
cancer survivor who founded CWF more than. 
seven years ago. 

“1 know this caravan will not be easy for us, 
But just seeing our child warriors fighting for 
their lives is enough motivation for us to go 
on.” said Aust, his voice cracking. 

"The caravan also aims to increase public 
awareness of childhood cancer and сай the at- 
tention of the national government to the 
problem. 

Cariño admitted it was very hard to accept 
the fate his of 16-year-old son who was diag- 
nosed more than a year ago. 

"It just started with a mass on my son's left 
hand. Then he started to complain about the. 
pain in his back. Soon after, we were told by 
the doctor that my son was suffering from 
lymphoma. 

He said the emotional burden of their fami- 
ly was made worse by the financial difficulty 
they are facing. Martin Jorel needs to undergo 
chemotherapy once a week in the state-owned 
Philippine Children's Medical Center in Que- 
zon City Minus the antbiotics and other pre- 
scription drugs, the procedure costs P8,000. 

It was during one of his son's chemotherapy 
sessions that Cariño met Auste and the volun- 
teers ofthe foundation. 

Cariño said his salary as a salesman was 
simply not enough to provide forthe medica- 
tion and weekly chemotherapy of Martin Jorel 
and sil support the studies of his three other 
children or even pay the rent of their small 
apartment in Valenzuela Cty. 
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Machine-read passports now available 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
expects a surge in new passport applications 
and renewals as it starts accepting from the 
public applications for the new machine- 
readable passports (MRPs). 

“Starting tomorrow, all applications, both 
first-timers and renewals, will be for MRPs,” 
said Assistant Secretary for Consular Affairs 
Domingo Lucenario Jr yesterday. 

The MRPs were initially made available in 
July only to public officials, senior citizens, 
migrant workers and their dependents, 

MRPs, tamper-proof because of its em- 
bedded biometrics security images, will be 
available at the DFA head office and at the. 
Philippine Overseas Employment Adminis- 
tration (POEA), Lucenario said. 

By next month, he said, the DFA would 
bring the MRP technology to its 11 regional 
consular service offices across the country 
and eventually to its foreign service posts 
around the world. 


More globally at par 

"This is a passport that complies with in- 
ternational standards. This is the way to go. 
‘The MRPs are better secured and more 
globally at par,” Lucenario said. 

MRPs, a requirement under the regula- 
tions of the International Civil Aviation Or- 
ganization, have been widely used in coun- 
tries around the world as the technology 
enables faster processing at immigration 
counters, neater record-keeping and imme- 
diate retrieval and checking. 

‘The new maroon passports will cost the 
same as the manually read green passports 
at P500 for regular processing and P750 for 
express processing. 

lucenario, however said the public 
would have to bear with the slower pro- 
cessing time for the MRPs as the DFAS sys- 
tems and personnel were still adjusting to 
the new process. 


No change in terms of cost 

"There will be no change in terms of cost 
but the process will take a little longer. If 
before it took three days for express and six 
days for regular processing, now it will take. 
seven days for express and 14 for regular 
processing,” Lucenario said 

He assured the public the number of pro- 
cessing days would eventually be reduced. 

"The DFA decided to open MRP applica- 
tions to che public after it acquired enough 
booklets from Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 
which supplies the upgraded passports. 

It earlier issued around 10,000 MRPs to 
senior citizens, migrant workers and gov- 
ernment employees who were given first 
crack at the new passports. 

The MRP project is an interim measure. 
‘The country will eventually shift to fully 
electronic passports, which use embedded 
chips to store the passport bearers data. 

Tarra Quismundo 


THE DAILY 


Monday, September 17,2007 
24th Week in Ordinary Time 
Robert Bellarmine 
Ast Reading: 1 im 2:1-8 
Gospel: Luke 7:1-10 

When Jesus had finished teaching to the 
people, he went to Capernaum. 

There was a captain whose servent was 
very sick and near to death, a man very dear 
to him, So when he heard about Jesus, he 
sent some elders of the Jews to persuade him 
to come and save his servant’ Ме. The elders 
came to Jesus and begged him earnestly say 
ing, "He deserves this of you, for he loves our 
people and even built a synagogue for us." 

Jesus went with them. He was not far from 
the house when the captain sent friends to 
give this message, “Si, do not trouble your 
Self for Lam not worthy to welcome you un- 
der my roof You see | didn't approach you 
тузай Just give the order and my servant 
wlll be healed. For 1 myself, a junior officen, 
give orders to my soldiers and I say to this 
Gne: "Go; and he goes; and to the other: 
"Come, and he comes; and to my servant: Do 
ibis! and he dosi" 

Gn hearing these words, Jesus was filled 
with admiration. He turned and said to the 
people with him, "1 say o you, not even in 1s- 
тав have I found such great faith.” The peo- 
ple sent by the eaptain went back to his 
Bouse; there they found thar the servant was 
swell 
Commentary 

We are to pray for those in authority зо that 
we can live our [bes undisturbed. But we must 
remember thar God is one and that God wants 
all people to come to the truth. We have to 
speak the truth to all including or especially 
those in authority and if we must, we must give 
our lives as ransom for the many. We are to іне 
truthfully, without anger What does this ad- 
monition callus toin our day? 

Jesus heals the servant of a centurion. He 
was part of the occupying force, but respectful | 
of the people and their customs/religion. The 
servant des but still he asks, for ke knows what 
itis ike to live under authority and he recog- 
nizes Jesu" power as stronger than 
Rome'-—stronger than death. And Jesus prais- 
es his fatih By whose authority do we ive? And 
do we keep the authority of our natior/stte іп 
perspective that it is nothing in comparison 
to the authority of God and must be chal 
lenged/ disobeyed when it stands in opposition 
to Gods authority? 

tan lon he Mons UP V 

ezen iyi PO. box 4 Diman, 
Tels 9819964; ox 921-7429; 


С ІТ Ж LA МО we commit. we deliver. 


‘Pablo Ocampo Sr. Ave. 
(io Ce ae Honey, huwagng тайый 7 
Own a 28.90 sqm unit at Honey, huwag ng makuli 


2.32M cash | | EE. 
P 31,200 то. | be. LAGIN 


2007 Lado Condominium Developer s. li a a 


Oftce ofthe President. HUOCC -HLURB _ 818-8888  www.cityland.net 243-6565 
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PORCELANOSA VENIS ЕМС 


The Most Prestigious Tiles in the World! 


BUY 1 TILE 
GET 1 TILE 


Dr. SEAL is an acrylic, 


permanent waterproofing ON ALL INDOOR, OUTDOOR, 
LIVING ROOM, BATHROOM 

membrane that рү == имах 

INCLUDING 2007 MODELS 


-Protects old and new concrete 
From September 7 to September 30, 2007 


-Prevents corrosion of metal i = 


Over 500 designs to choose from 


active global sourcing, inc. 
225 Nicanor ша St Bab A Maka Oy 

ра Ты 8907821 / 8964450 | 8964064 Рах. 8068/83 

ARTT e mem rotis c ESSE Fac TT wwwacivegobeLph атай: acivegiebalscurcingGIyehoo com. 


Now avaianio st leading hedera sores, ome дере branches and D.Y, centers Per OT NCR Peri Ne ALOE Sve t 2007 


MUSLIMS MARK RAMADAN 
А Muslim child stands while his elders kneel and bow in prayer. 
m on the third day of the holy month of Ramadan at a mosque in 


Dahil sa iyo, naging No. 1 ang wow! 


Quiapo, Manila. run 


ARMM students 
score lowest 
in national test 


By Jerry E. Esplanada teacher-pupil ratio and the lim- 
ited learning resources in some 
A NUMBER ОР PUBLIC of the schools,” said Director 
schools in the Autonomous Re- Nelia Benito of the DepEd's Na- 
gion of Muslim Mindanao (AR- tional Education Testing and 
ММ) were among the poorest Research Center (NETRO). 
performers in the National Education Secretary Jesli A, 
Achievement Test (NAT) for Lapus advised low performing 
ts conducted schools to "immediately focus 
early this year by the Depart- on weak subject areas as reflect- 
ment of Education. ed by the test." 

Of the 11 poorest performing The NAT is used by the DepEd 
schools, seven were located in to determine the achievement 
Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao levels of some 1.6 million Grade 
and Sulu, all in the ARMM, ac- 6 students nationwide and 
cording to а DepEd report fur- identify those who require re- 
nished the INQUIRER. medial classes during their first 

Of the 29,962 public schools year of high school. 
nationwide whose students 
took the test, Alog Lumbac Ele- Average mastery level 
mentary School in Lanao del _ The NAT results showed that 
Sur registered the lowest mean 791,424 students, ог 49.17 per- 
percentage score (MPS) of 5.80 cent of those who took the test, 
percent, posted scores between 36 and 

Тһе average scores of Alog 65 percent, placing them in the 
Lumbac’s 40 examinees were 0 average mastery level 
percent in both Science and А total of 623,222 students 
Hekasi (Heograpiya, (38.72 percent of examinees) got 
Kasaysayan at Sibika, or Geog. scores between 66 and 85 per- 
raphy, History and Civics), 06 cent, while 63,101 students 
percent іп Math, 10.75 percent (3.92 percent) received scores 
Ín English, and 18.19 percent in between 86 and 95 percent. Only 
Filipino. 56 students received scores be- 

tween 95 and 100 percent, plac- 
Lowest performing schools ing them in the mastery level. 

Alog Lumpac belongs to what _ Atotalof131,751 students, or 
the DepEd calls Cluster 5 818 percent, were considered 
schools, or those with only 20 t0 to bein the low mastery level. 
54 examinees. Girls scored a higher MPS of 

Тһе other lowest performing 61.81 percent compared to 

a 7s т“ 4 schools included the Punud and boys who scored 58.89 percent. 
VIDEOKE MIC UNITS* 2722.12 mos. Т. 24 months Î | Bandaraingud elementary Тһе NETRC also noted that 
DUET MICS 6 months schools, also in Lanao del Sur, students from rural schools 
SONG CHIPS 7 4 - б months 1 | with MPS of 23.78 percent and outscored their urban counter- 
= 24.26 percent, respectively. parts with an MPS of 60.81 per- 
CABLE 3 months Others were Lapa and Datu cent compared to 59.48 percent. 
ADAPTOR 3 months | | Uddin Bahjin, both in Sulu President Macapagal-Arroyo 
i | (0314 and 27.04 percent), will honor in Malacafang the 
THIS IS A PERMANENT OFFER. Balindong in Lanao del Sur 20 Grade 6 students who 
Lahat ng WOW magic sing units at accessories па binili | (27:34 percent) and Sarip Am- topped the NAT. 

mula August 1, 2007 ay covered ng permanent | Peer; Maguindanao (29.61 pate eap 
warranty offer na ito. Kaya BILI NA! Available at Also among the below-aver- Lawaan Central School in East- 
all authorized dealers nationwide. age performing schools were ern Samar who posted an MPS 
Kawit in Bulacan (23.83 рег of 96.5 percent, or a raw score 

*Mabuhay ED8000, Silver Fiesta ED9000, Papuri ED7000 and cent), Valderama in Bukidnon of 193 out of 200 items. 
Concerto ED11000 and future WOW Magic Sing models. (24 percent), Matmad in Quiri- Тһе top performing DepEd di- 
то (25.13 percent) and Kalitan visions under Cluster 1 (those 
in Misamis Oriental (25.20 per- with examinees of 10,001 and 
cent), above) were Batangas, Eastern 

Scores below 36 percent Samar, Bataan, Western Samar 
place students in the low mas- and Cavite; Cluster 2 (5,000- 
tery level. Scores between 36 10,000): — Souhem Leye, 
and 65 percent аге in the aver- Romblon, Agusan del Norte, Bu- 
age mastery level, while scores тап City and Surigao del Sur 
between 66 and 85 percent in- Cluster 3 (5,000 and below): Or- 
dicate the students are moving moc City, Digos City, Balanga City, 
toward the mastery evel. Maasin City and Calapan Су 
100% è Р? In the ARMM, “some of the According to the DepEd, 
WOWPESLIPDINES > pridie seasons forte рот tee was 526 percent іш 

я = performance of schools include crease in the MPS this year, a 
ERE the unstable peace and order rate that went beyond its target 
situation, poverty, inadequate of 2 percent 
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IT cuts red tape at DPWH 


THE DEPARTMENT ОР PUBLIC WORKS Ebdane said DPWH personnel had been 


ATTENTION DIABETICS! 


If you are losing hope because of supplements that have failed to deliver... 


TAKE THE 3-MONTH CHALLENGE 


COGENT б н эл влака tormutaton usd in Apurvedle Мега wi point anll- 
"ats and poghyocic proprias ва help conr and prevent Detles Melts Typo 2 


and Highways has announced that contrac- 
tors with dealings with the agency can now 
track their documents using modern tech- 
nology. 

The DPWH has set up an information 
technology (IT) kiosk in the lobby of its 
head office on Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, 
Manila. 

"The program is in line with the pro- 
mouncement of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo to cut red tape in the bureaucracy” 
said Public Works Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane Jr. in a statement. 

“Тһе DoTS [Document Tracking System] 
does not allow for the personal follow-up of 
papers, eliminating personal transactions 
as well as the Тарау” (bribery) system," 
Ebdane said. 

DPWH director Elizabeth Yap said DOTS 
allows contractors to access documents re- 
lating to plan specifications, program of 
work, approved budget for contract, pre- 
qualification resolution, notices of award, 
contract or to proceed, and pre-clearances 
for variation order, negotiated procure- 
ment or supplemental agreement. 

‘The contractors can also track their con- 
tract time extension, memorandum of 
agreement or understanding, payment for 
road right-of-way, advance payment, first, 
immediate and final progress payments, 
and other civil work documents. 


directed to strictly observe the processing 
time for these documents. 

He said erring personnel would be meted 
out the corresponding sanctions. Margaux 
C. Ortiz 


AAN CAT PUMPS 


The Pump with Nine Lives! 

Industrial H-Pressure Piston/Plunger Pump 
R.O. System, Water Treatment, HWBF Hydraulic 
‘System, | герое «. 


Buy опу original CAT Pumps & parts from the 
authorize distributors. Parts from unauthorized 
sources may cause break down or even damage 
the pump beyond repair. We provide FREE. 
technical support lo your CAT Pumps systems. 
Erchaire Distributur ==) 
FACILITY INTEGRATED SYSTEM 
164 n. Carpio St., 61h Ave., Caloocan City 
02- 


SPECIFY CROWN PIPES & CROWN FITTINGS. 
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linggu-linggo may 
milyonaryo! 


F. MARCAIDA 
Manila uf 
j P! Milion Winner #6 7? 


Anim na milyonaryo, 
anim na buhay ang nabago! 


Linggu-linggo, may pangarap na naaabot ang 
ating mga kababayan dahil sa Globe. 


Laguna. Cagayan De Oro. Parañaque City 
PrMillion Winner #1  PıMilion Winner #2 Pi Milion Winner #3 


ша 2 
б. BELARMINO 
Quezon Province 
Pr Milion Winner #4 


Pasig City 
P1Milion Winner #5 


Honda CR-V na ang ipinamimigay linggu-linggo! 


Text WAGI to 2007 


P15 one-time charge to download the featured picture message of the minute. 


Honda 
crv ТМ 


Parleciod oe tma, ts formulation consists ot nino medical plants aL пар 1o обову 
adress debe сопрат. 


Б HE 
Tuc nuc ге чо 
e r 
ES ECT RETI 
= 
seats 
= 


23 EVERYDAY IN ADDITION TO Y. 
# PRESCRIBED MEDICATION TO, E 
SONTROL OF YOUR 


сооп ёш pet 
Фи and crores. узо supe в айе. 


‘Recommended by most doctors. 


EIEN | 


Eri way fare to ayer ppl ies! 
самала ABER 


етар panied в omy 
Reg s 


АТ 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2007 


Peruvians using RP to get to Canada illegally deported 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


FOUR PERUVIAN NATIONALS HAVE BEEN 
deported for attempting to use the Philip- 


AEREXNESEENGTINGPACHAGES 
ТЫ ЫШ БЫ Энн аде эки 
жези Е | 56% 

© зав 

3 [EKGSZNPAOKAGE рн) $198 

ма uolas IKORON 548 

ЕШ |RUMLAUNPURHATOPKG $445 

та | ales BANGKOK. 5168) 
Silio $198 


Ег а MEE 
т! НЕ 
pen BE 
[C eode мш 
Ee Toe aN Paver senvices 
ian ie AT See 
Ее еле E UL ES 
TE COTE 
‘VIA CEBU PACIFIC 


ОТА 


W DISNEYLAND 10055554 


BANGKOK sate SINGAPORE emo 
LENET S399 SUAM $32 
aaa 
[BORACAY tis ДЫР PLBIG 
BOHOL same 2,100 


SEP 


AMKOR TRAVEL & Tt 


RS INC. 


(3765396; 
|0920-24383830927.7957958) 


ER sco BALI ЕЕ 999 AKATA FUE CH 
sag" ұра ШИЕ ПШ CES) 


40 WINLINK TRAVEL j 


Seeks CES & 


WAND МОМ PS 
We Ma уум CABE CAR 
"NL CHEESE FONDUE NEA 


Хб ШТ DOR, + T Wu 

лыш ТРЕ 
ны Lon 
СОНИ 

= ач 


МАСА 
erra fii tue Oct al ve Oct 2d 24 


REDIT 
EX] 


pines as a jump-off point to enter 
Canada illegally. 

Immigration | Commissioner 
Marcelino Шалап said in a state- 
ment he had also ordered the Peru- 
vians placed on the immigration 
blacklist to prevent their reentry into 
the country 

Libanan identified the four as 
Miriam Cecilia Mandamiento San 


Bartolome, 43; Maria Melita Torres 
Perlado, 48; Ana Maria Man- 
damiento San Bartolome, 58, and 
Omar Luciano Mariluz Recuenco, 
28. 

He said they were arrested at the 
Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
Monday last week. 

‘The four had been refused entry in- 
to Taiwan and were sent back to 


Manila after they were caught using 
fake Mexican and Spanish passports, 
Libanan said, 

“There was no doubt these passen- 
gers were involved in an elaborate 
human trafficking operation that 
used Manila as their transit point,” he 
said, 

According to Clodualdo Penera, 
migration compliance and monitor- 


ing group chief at Nala, the Peru- 
vians left Manila for Taipei on Sept. 
8 using fake passports and intend- 
ing to make their way to Vancouver, 
Canada. 

Penera said the four would have 
eventually crossed over into the Unit- 
ed States from Canada. 

Не said the Peruvians admitted 


their real nationalities to immigra- 
tion agents at the 
airport. They said 
they had bought 
their spurious 
passports | for 
$3,000 from a man. 
they identified on- 
ly as Roberto in 
Malaysia 
Records showed 
wo, $519] the Peruvians first 
БЕТТЕН arrived at Naia on 
Sza anama $e] Aug. 14 from Kuala 
Lumpur. 
last — Tuesday 
they were deported 
to their country 
based on exclusion 
orders issued 
against them by the 
Bureau of Immigra 
tion at Naia, Penera 
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Senate millionaires club: Villar is richest 


Eom page Al 

Percent of the combined net worth 
‘Of P1.954 billion of all 23 sena- 
Fors, 

Ë His latest net worth is nearly 
Three times the P330 million he de- 
Flared in 2000, his first year as a 
Senator. 

$ Trillanes, the jailed leader of the 
Magdalo group which launched a 
coup in 2003, reported a net worth 
gf P2.3 million, placing him last on 
the list of all 23 millionaire sena- 
ibrs. 


[i Among the new sensors опу > 
Dian Miguel Zubiri joined the 10 rich- % 4 

st senators. Zubiri was ninth with a EA : f % D "NI е 
fptwonhof Pa millo УШАБ РОЛАН MADRIGAL: назы ROXAS: P1403 AFIT ENRILE: PseM 


More than P100 million and Sen. Manuel "Маг" Roxas Il with Villar, Madrigal, Roxas and Revil- Rounding out the Top 10 are Sen. million); Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago 
T Two scions of old-rich families fol- P140.3 million. 1а are the four senators with a net Juan Ponce Enrile (P98 million); (P76 million) and Sen. Loren Legarda 
owed Villar—Sen, Jamby Madrigal беп. Ramon “Bong” Revilla J: worth of more than P100 million Sen. Jose Jinggoy” Estrada (P83 (P41.4 million) 

th a net worth of P148.9 milion camein fourth with P107 milion. each. million); Sen. Pia Cayetano (9762. Modest 


Compared to Zubiri, the other neophyte 
senators have “modest” wealth—Alan Peter 
Cayetano (P16 million), Benigno Aquino ШІ 
(P13.3 million) and Francis Joseph Escudero. 
(P7 4 million. 
The rest of the senators and their net 
worth were Edgardo Angara (P41 million), 
Rodolfo Biazon, (P27.4 million); Panfilo 
Lacson (P25.8 million) and Richard Gor- 
don (P25.6 million) 
Francis Pangilinan (P15.4 million), Gre- 
gorio Honasan (P12 million), Lito Lapid 
(P11.6 million), Joker Arroyo (P11 million) 
1 and Aquilino Pimentel Jr. (P10.3 million), 


Misleading 

‘The assets declared by the senators does 
not reflect the current market values of 
heir properties, especially houses and 
land. 

А house and Jot in Dasmariñas Village in 
Makati, for instance, which was acquired in 
the 1960s, may be worth tens of millions of 
pesos today. 

But its worth as reflected in а SALN 
would be much less. This is because a sena- 
tor, or any public official for that matter, 
can use the acquisition cost of the property. 
in declaring its value. 
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From page Al 
less elements they are after.” 

The 12,000-strong MILF has been wag- 
ing a decades-old rebellion for an indepen- 
dent Islamic state in the southern Philip- 
pines. 


Lack of coordination 
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1. Go to participating dealers from September 15 — September 30, 2007. Government negotiators have said peace 
talks under the auspices of Malaysia will re- 

2. Bring any brand of inkjet or laser printer, whether working or not, to ‘sume with the MILF this month to coincide 

Pa 0 | participating Samsung Electronics Philippines dealer-partners. Vh Rasa, the lere Easing seasan, 
à n : eU. Nine days before government forces 

ay перови ddr al E came талары NS eui a ба 


‘Abu Sayyaf in Tipo-Tipo town on Basilan 
оп Aug. 18, MILF forces had already repo- 
4, Completely fil-out the voucher and submit the promo form to participating sitioned themselves to avoid misencoun- 
dealers and pay the special “rade-up” price of the new Samsung Printer ters. 
(appearing on this ad). Von Al Haq, chair of the MILF's Coordi- 
nating Committee on the Cessation of Hos- 
5. Customer may trade-in any number of printers per transaction. tilities, said the decision to reposition МІР 
guerrillas was reached between himself 
and his government counterpart, Gen. 
Edgardo Gurrea. 


AI Hag said the government chief nego- 
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‘Accent Micro Products - 634-1294 (Megamall): 425-9829 (North Edsa) + Camplink - 631-9901: 893-1469  EieetrowanM - 812-6154 (Parksquare; MILF chief negotiator Mohaqger Iqbal, who 
633-1624 to 25 (Megamall) * lnlowor - 898-3354 to 57 * НТ Computer - 634-4347 (Megamall): 927-2507 (SM North EDSA) both recommended the arrangement to 
«Provantage - 728-8179 to 80 = соп Valley - 633-1723 to 24: 612-6734 to 43 + Vilman Computer - 683-0533: 892-2222 preserve the gains of the peace process, ap- 


proved the plan. 
Participating Provincial Dealers: 
Concept (ісін) - (033) 337-6874: 357-7221 * Digital Interface (Davao) - (082) 221-1256 + Electradata Systems (Tacloban) - (053) 321-9855 Maguindanao 
*Electraworld (Cebu) - (032) 233-3377: (032) 345-2780 to 89 « Interpace (Cagayan de Oro) - (8822) 72-29-75. (088) 856-8288. In August 2005, MILF rebels vacated 
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towns in Maguindanao to give way to gov- 
"working or non-working emment troops who were running after 
See flyers for details. Abu Sayyaf and suspected Jemaah Is- 


Jamiyah militants holed up there. 
Samsung Customer Cootact Comer: TOLL FREE 1-800-105АМ5 Мб tor PLOT er 1-690-3SAMSUNG for Digitel After the military operations, the rebels 


were allowed to return to their camps, 
With reports from AFP and Nico Alcona- 
ba, Inquirer Mindanao 


eme 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Prosecutor in Marcos case axed 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


SAYING THAT SHE HAD SHOWN HER 
lack of trustworthiness, the Court of Ap- 
peals has upheld the Ombudsman's ruling 
dismissing a special prosecutor from the 
service for mishandling two criminal cases 
filed in 1994 against former first lady Imel- 
da Marcos and several others which the 
government eventually lost. 

‘The appellate court said special prosecu- 
tion officer П Evelyn Lucero failed to oppose 
Marcos demurrer to evidence in her malver- 
sation cases, which was eventually granted 
and led to the eventual dismissal of the cases- 

A demurrer to evidence із a claim rhat 
the prosecution’s evidence against the ac- 
cused is insufficient. 

With the dismissal of the cases, the Om- 
budsman found Lucero guilty of gross ne- 
glect of duty and ordered her dismissal 
from the service in June 2004, 

Lucero filed a motion for reconsidera- 
tion, but this was denied. 


Moral quality 

She then challenged the decision in the 
Court of Appeals. 

But the court refused to accept Lucero's 
excuse that she was not required to chal- 
lenge the demurrer to evidence. 

"Certainly for petitioner to hígh-handed- 
ly brush aside all these arguments by а 
seanty reply that there is no rule requiring 
all prosecutors to file at all times a com- 
ment or opposition to a demurrer to evi- 
dence is to give away petitioner's lack of the 
requisite trustworthiness and nobility of 
mind and character which all officers serv- 
ing under the Office of the Ombudsman 
must possess at all times. It is a rudimenta- 
ry quality of integrity, of being morally cer- 
tain ‘whose side’ they are on,” the court said 
in its Aug. 24 decision 

The court added that moral quality takes 
great significance; especially in the Marcos 
ases, which the Supreme Court had de- 
scribed as having “overriding considera- 
tions of national interest and national sur- 
vival.” 


porte 


The appellate court also said the failure 
to oppose the demurrer to evidence was 
tantamount to saying that Lucero agreed 
with Marcos motion and was endorsing the 
dismissal of the “gargantuan” criminal cas- 
es due to lack of evidence. 

Lucero was assigned to prosecute the 
malversation cases against Marcos who 
was charged in her former capacity as min- 
ister of human settlements, and its other of- 
ficials namely Jose Benitez, Gilbert Dulay 
and Rafael Zagela. 


Selling out 

“Oddiy, petitioner did not have enough 
conviction in the cause that she was sup- 
posed to have vigorously prosecuted in the 
name of the state, that at the accused's dec- 
laration that the case against them was 
weak, petitioner grabbed such first oppor- 
tunity to express her full agreement, with- 
‘out even putting on a semblance of a fight,” 
the appellate court said. 

It also noted the comment of the Om- 
budsman to Lucero's petition, that it saw 
her as someone who was "selling out, con- 
sorting with and waltzing to the music of 
the former first lady,” and that she would 
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have been better off working for Marcos. 


The administrative case against Lucero 
was fled by the fact-finding and in 


bureau 


While the complai 
Lucero was placed under preventive sus- 


in the Office of the Ombudsman. 
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Legal insanity 


HOSE WHO CHOOSE TO VIEW THE ESTRADA 
[ verdict as a half-empty glass of dubious water are 
not doing the country any favors. Yes, other plun- 
derers continue to roam the land. Yes, Mr. ex-Marcos jus- 
tice minister Estelito Mendoza, other public officials con- 
tinue to rake in enormous amounts of commissions from 
jueteng, and plunder cases can be filed against them. 
(Would you like to start the ball 
rolling?) And yes, certain scandals 
since Joseph Estrada fled Мајасайап 
call for the most severe legal accounting. 

But do these extraneous facts diminish Estrada's guilt 
one whit? 

Lawyers who think so are indulging a form of legal in- 
sanity. They taint the legal process with innuendo or out- 
right contempt, unmindful of or uncaring about their im- 
pact on the rule of law itself. What do they want to do, run 
themselves out of a job? 

As we have said time and again, both the Arroyo ad- 
ministration and the Estrada camp have sought to 
politicize the plunder trial. But the conduct of the 
Sandiganbayan justices themselves and their measured 
decision prove that the anti-graft court's Special Divi- 
sion confined itself to the facts and the law of the case 
athand. 

То be sure, the stature of the principal defendant was 
not lost on the justices; the decision unfailingly refers to 
him as “FPres. Estrada,” apparently a new honorific. And 
as we saw on live television, the division's three justices 
were ready to allow Estrada's continued detention, pend- 
ing final conviction, in his Tanay, Rizal rest house even be- 
fore his defense counsel raised the possibility (or even af- 
ter Estrada lawyer Rene Saguisag pandered to the off-site 
gallery by declaring, airily, that his client did not want 
special treatment), But we do not believe the rule of law 
suffered when the former president was accorded these 
minor courtesies. 

Tt needs to be stressed: the court's independence, as ev- 
idenced in its decision, is triumph enough. Its well-tem- 
pered decision on the plunder case, however, is a true le- 
gal landmark. 

‘Those who insist that Estrada’s guilt is contingent on 
the sins, perceived or real, of the Arroyo administration 
are preaching a false and cynical faith. Not because these 
sins do not exist; they do, and the administration’s con- 
tinuing refusal to testify in Congress about various scan- 
dals is the surest proof that it has something to hide. But 
because those who insist are attacking the very rule of 
law they claim to defend. 

To use an unsavory but necessary analogy: Do we stop 
ourselves from pursuing a case against a rapist, because 
other rapists have gone scot-free or because other rapes 
have not been reported? This is not legal realism, or even 
the realpolitik of law; this is “weather-weather” de- 
featism, a cynic’s formula for anarchy. 

Other plunderers roam the land? Then let's throw the 
book at them too. The good thing is, now we can apply 
the vital lessons learned from the Estrada plunder trial 

Perhaps first on the list: Involve private lawyers in the 
preparation and the prosecution. Private law firms can 
bring otherwise unavailable financial resources and liti 
gation expertise to bear on the case, complementing the 
Work of government prosecutors. 

Support government lawyers to the hilt, not least in the 
matter of which state witnesses to use (necessarily a deci- 
sion with political considerations). Over-prove the 
charges, not only through the use of incontrovertible doc- 
umentary evidence but also through redundant corrobo- 
rative testimony. And while landing a Chavit Singson is 
both distasteful but necessary, build the real case with the 
help of a Clarissa Ocampo—upstanding witnesses with 
unimpeachable credibility. 

Its tough work—and therefore all the more reason to 
praise the government prosecutors led by Dennis Villa-Ig- 
nacio (and spearheaded once upon a time by then-Solici- 
tor General Simeon Marcelo). Tough and—if you listen to 
the snide Saguisag—fundamentally thankless. Estrada's 
lawyers believe they had a monopoly not only on the 
truth of the case but even on sincerity of conviction. It is 
our duty to disabuse them of their final illusion. 
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How can you implement a lost contract? 


JOSE “JOEY” DE VENECIA IIl REMEMBERS SO 
many details of his many meetings with Com: 
elec Chair Benjamin Abalos regarding his com 
pany's proposal to set up а multibillion-peso 
broadband network for the Philippine govern 
ment. But he forgot one very important thing: 
to read the provisions of ће anti-graft law. 

One of its provisions prohibits relatives of 
the president, vice president, Senate president 
and speaker from getting involved in govern 
ment contracts, JDV Ш is the son and name- 
sake of Speaker Jose de Venecia. Clearly, he is 
one of those included in the prohibition. The 
Jaw spells out the top officials of the land 
president, vice president, Senate president, 
speaker—whose relatives are banned from in 
tervening in government contracts. The reason 
is obvious: these officials have so much influ- 
ence on government officials that the mere 
mention of their names causes lower level offi- 
cials to lose their objectivity JDV Ш was doing 
an illegal act following up his company's pro- 
posed deal with the government. 

He may be telling the truth about the illegal 
$10-million bribery attempt (allegedly by Aba 
los) on him, in exchange for withdrawing the 
proposal of his company, Amsterdam Holdings 
Inc. But it does not extinguish the fact that his 
act of following up his company's proposal is 
also illegal. 

As for Abalos, it does not help his case any 
that he refuses fo speak up to defend himself 
beyond saying he “would talk only at the 
proper foruma cliché echoed by У Ш 
himself who said he would reveal only at the 
proper forum the identity of the "mystery 
man” brought in by Abalos to scare him into. 
withdrawing. People usually interpret such 
coyness as an indication of guilt. They think 
that the (coy) person concerned wants to talk 
to his lawyers first and cover all angles before. 
‘opening his mouth. A wise legal move but, un- 
fortunately, unwise for the common people 
who see hemming and hawing and the gener- 
al lack of forthrightness as a sign of guilt. 

Abalos used to be quick at answering 
questions about other things, so it 


АВС 5 ASKED ME LAST FRIDAY WHY THE 
public took the Етар verdict passively, or why 
то one took to the streets to protest it. The an- 
swers are not hard to fathom. 

One has to say at the outset that Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo is lucky. 1% not just that she. 
has an incredible talent to self perpetuate, i's 
that her enemies have an incredible talent to 
self-destruct. The judgment on Erap last 
Wednesday is a classic example. The Erap 
camp was so busy fighting the legal war—his 
advisers were ай feeling lawyerly and eager to 
awe the world with their legal brilliance—they 
never saw that the real war lay elsewhere. 

‘There was, fist of ай, the image war. You 
have to give it to Malacafiang’s spin doctors, 
they know their job. Clearly, they've learned 
their lessons from the past. Chief of those is that 
when you have a highly emotionally charged 
situation, you root out, or curb, the emotional 
charge. What did in the Erap camp during the 
opening of the second envelope was the tearful 
response of the (then) opposition—literally in 
the case of Loren Legarda—and the gloating of 
Ereps allies in the Senate—literally also in 
Tessie Oreta dancing like Salome. And what 
nearly did GMA in some months after she took 
power was Erap being fingerprinted like а com- 
топ thug in a police precinct, which drove the 
descamisados to invade the Edsa Shrine. 

Malacafiang controlled the image last 
Wednesday erasing the emotional content of the 
verdict completely And it is a testament to the. 
Erap camp's lack of astuteness it never saw it 
coming. Is allies in the Senate for one never rose 
то protest the Sandiganbayan order preventing 
media from covering the sentencing—only an 
ficial camera was allowed to. It was left to media 
to fight the gag, and they managed to win only 
small concessions. Media's natural instinct is to 
look for "human interest,” the more poignant, 
the егег There was none of it last Wednesday. 

"There were no reaction shots of Erap slump- 
ing into his seat or burying his face in his hands, 
‘There were no reaction shots of his kin and 
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change when he clams up on the NBN deal 
and the alleged bribery attempt. 


And what is the involvement of President 
“Macapagal-Arroyo herself in the broadband deal 
which is, according to some estimates, over- 
priced by as much as 100 percent? The President. 
went out of her way to fy ай the way to China 
justto witness the signing of the ZTE contract by 
"Transportation and Communications Secretary. 
Leandro Mendoza and his Chinese counter- 
ppart—the same contract that was allegedly 
stolen soon afer it was signed. And even after 
the Supreme Court had issued a TRO (temporary 
restraining order) against implementing the con- 
tract, GMA issued an official statement that the 
Philippines “is duty-bound” to honor internation- 
al contracts such as the NBN deal. Clearly, she 
was trying to influence the justices who voted 
against the deal to reverse their votes when the 
20-day TRO expires. Why is this NBN deal so im- 
portant to her that she had to junk proper deco- 
Tum to push it, in spite of the fact that there is a 
very big question mark hanging over it? 

In the first place, how can you implement a 
contract that is non-existent? There is no exist- 
ing copy of the contract, as far as the Philippine 
government is concerned, yet the administra 
tion wants to go ahead with implementing the 
contract. Isn't that strange? Even more 
strange, nobody seems interested in producing 
а copy of the contract. A contract has at least 
two copies, one for each party. Ifthe Philippine 
governments copy was "stolen," what about 
the Chinese copy? It shouldn't be difficult for 
the Philippines to ask fora photocopy if only to 
give the people a general idea of its terms. 

‘And a contract usually has several drafts be- 
fore it is signed. So the “stolen” copy can be re- 
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friends weeping and gnashing their teeth. There 
‘were only Rene Saguisag and Jose Flaminiano 
perorating on certain points of law. Blood does 
not boil at the sight, and sound, of Saguisag and 
Flaminiano perorating on certain points of 
law—other than in their direction. 

Justas well, not the slightest hint of gloating 
from the enemy. GMA appeared in alight blue 
suit, bordering on gray, with a Japanese offi- 
cial, sending the message, “business as usual.” 
She even cancelled an afternoon talk, I suspect 
оп the advice of her spin doctors who figured 
that the less she drew attention to herself that 
day the better. 

Quite apart from the image war, the Erap 
‘camp lost the political war I did say at ABC last 
‘Wednesday that Erap's case was not unlike that 
of Saddam Hussein. Everybody knew Saddam 
was a bastard, but few took his execution as the 
triumph of justice the United States advertised it 
to be, The reason for it was simple: Everyone 
knew that there was an even bigger bastard, who 
‘was the person who invaded his county It 
wasn't that Saddam was innocent, it was that 
George W. Bush was guiltier. Saddam's tack was 
never to draw attention to himself it was to draw 
attention to the right of the court to zy him. It 
‘was not to insist he was innocent, it was to show 
that the court had a vested interest in convicting 
him, which was to legitimize the invasion of rag 
"That tack didn't save him from the gallows, but it 
put the noose around the necks of his enemies 
too, probably not entirely figuratively. 

Erap's strongest suit was not his innocence, 
‘was СМА guilt which was the bigger one. His 
tack should not have been to draw attention to 
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assembled from the drafts. But obviously, no 
body wants the contract seen by "outside eyes." 
Why? What is so abhorrent or shameful about 
the contract that those who made and signed it 
are afraid that it would see the light of day? 

But GMA forgot all ofthese and instead has 
the temerity to push the contract in spite of the 
Supreme Court's contrary opinion, Why? 

"This may shock Quezon City Vice Mayor 
Herbert “Bistek” Bautista, but fans of for- 
тег presidential chief of staff and senatori- 
al wannabe Michael Defensor are urging the 
Tatter to run for the position tobe vacated by 
Mayor Sonny Belmonte who is on his third 
and final term. If Defensor decides to throw 
his hat into the ring, he would make a 
strong candidate, 

People consider Bautista as a shoo-in for 
the mayoralty in 2010, but that is only be- 
cause no candidate of Defensor's caliber has 

faced yet. Bautista has not been involved 
іп any controversy yet, but he has not been. 
brilliant as Belmonte's heir apparent either. 
And as vice mayor for several terms, he has 
been associated with the mayor's lackluster 
performance. 

‘Quezon City boasts of having the fattest 
bank account (estimates range from P2 bil- 

ion to P6 billion) among all cities іп the 
Philippines. What is all that money doing 
for the city’s taxpayers? Nothing. 

Defensor, on the other hand, is an action 
man. He does things quickly. With him as 
mayor—and with his experience as housing 
czar—he may be the one to rid Quezon City 
of its notorious image as the squatter capi 
tal of the Philippines; and to finish the 
streets of Quezon City—like Congressional 
‘Avenue which remains unfinished after 10 
years. The completion of Congressional Av- 
enue has been stalled because the Quezon 
City government has not yet paid for ће 
right of way that covers a very short stretch 
that would connect Congressional Avenue 
to Visayas Avenue. With Defensor at its 
helm, Quezon City may finally become the 
pride and real capital ofthe Philippines. 


himself, it should have been to draw attention 
to GMA—specifcaly at her vested interest in 
convicting him, which was to legitimize her 
rule. He could simply have recited like a mantra 
that during his watch he never made us the 
most corrupt country in Asia. Insisting on his in- 
nocence cannot possibly bring him much sym- 
pathy, it can only piss off people, particularly 
the middle class who mounted Edsa I. 

Indeed, the tack of saying the people have al- 
ready found him innocent, even if the courts 
have not, doesnt score points with the public ei- 
ther Not least because it misrepresents the sur- 
veys. The SWS survey for one did not show that 
most Filipinos found Erap innocent, it showed 
that most Filipinos saw him as someone who had. 
been punished enough and deserved pardon 
sooner or later А sentiment that, o go by previ- 
ous surveys, comes from the public perception 
that his crime is dwarfed by the bigger crimes of 
his successor. Drawing attention to himself 
rather than to his triers was the wrong tack 

Ви in the end, the people did not take to the 
streets to protest the decision because they be- 
lieved the decision was right. It might have been 
self serving, it might have been selective, it might. 
have been incomplete, but it was right. Erap is 
жоу he should be convicted. I myself welcome. 
the judgment wholeheartedly, as any reasonable. 
Filipino should, But 1 also demand, as any rea- 
sonable Filipino should, by the same formidable, 
inexorable, and unyielding logic that says where. 
there's a crime there must be punishment, that 
‘what we have done to Erap we do to GMA too. 
Justice applies to everyone ог it applies to по 
one. Justice is universal ar it is not justice at all. 
‘The verdict on Erap sets an awesome precedent. 
Beyond law, it gives us a psychological edge, 
telling us: We can do it, we can punish crime, we 
сап haul the ass of our highest official to jail for 
it, We have already done that to someone who 
has stolen our means and our substance. 

‘Why the hell can't we do that to someone 
үйе dus stolen ош voe, ош Ше and ош 
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ILIKE THE WORD OPAQUE. IT IS SUCH A RICH 
word. It primarily means impervious to light so 
that images cannot be seen through it. It means 
dull and without luster. It can also mean obscure 
and unintelligible in meaning or impenetrable to 
a specified form of light. Opacity is the capacity of 
1 material, suchas photographic fm, to stop 
ight. 

"The words opaque and opacity aptly describe 
the current administration's attitude toward ir- 
regularities and corruption in government. Never 
mind the talk about transparency and trans- 
parency commissions. Talk is cheap. It can be 
mouthed with fingers crossed. 

The government prosecutorial team has just 
concluded the first phase of its effort to pin down 
former President Joseph Estrada. Even while the 
decision of the Sandiganbayan has not yet become 
final, a team has already been formed, we are told, 
to ensure the confiscation of millions of pesos 
worth of property enumerated in the verdict. 

"The energy being poured into getting results 
against Estrada is admirable. Would that similar 
zeal and persistence and energy were also poured 
into unraveling the truth behind allegations of so 
much corruption in government being committed 
by the very guardians of government, Sadly, this 
is not happening. We see government forces mov- 
ing instead in an opposite direction. No effort is 
spared to maintain opacity 

"The oath of office solemnly affirms a determina- 
tion to preserve and defend the Constitution, to ex- 
еспе its laws, to do justice to every man, and to 
consecrate self to the service of the nation. Taking 
the oath, to use Thomas Mores figure, is like 
putting water in cupped hands. Un-cup the hands 
and alî is lost. The oath becomes an empty promise. 

You сап fault the 1987 Constitution for being 
overly verbose. But verbosity doesnot do the dam- 
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age that infidelity inflicts, Call it grand verbosity; 
bur the meaning is clear: "The State shall maintain 
honesty and integrity in the public service and take. 
positive and effective measures against graft and 
corruption, Subject to reasonable conditions pre- 
scribed by law, the State adopts and implements а 
policy of full public disclosure of all ts transactions. 
involving public interest.” 

But that is not all. The Constitution also com- 
mands: "The right of the people to information on 
matters of public concern shall be recognized. Ac- 
cess to official records, and to documents and pa- 
pers pertaining to official acts, transactions, or 
decisions, as well as to government research data 
used as basis for policy development, shall be af- 
forded the citizen, subject to such limitations as 
may be provided by la 

What have we been geting instead? Obstruction 
and obfuscation. Opacity instead of transparency. 

There seems to be a conspiracy among forces in 
both the legislative and executive departments to 
obstruct investigations and to cover up reported 
transgressions. It was painfully clear during the 
height of the first attempts to ferret out the truth 
involved in the "багс? tapes scandal. The matter 
never became clarified and will probably never be. 

‘Then you had the lukewarm effort to pursue 
the Bolante case. Jocelyn Bolante belonged to the 
inner circle and had to be protected—not so 
much for himself perhaps as for those who have 


profited from his profligacy. 

‘The crowning achievement was the promulga- 
tion of Executive Order 464. It was announced 
with a tongue in cheek tite: “ENSURING OBSER- 
VANCE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SEPARATION OF 
POWERS, ADHERENCE TO THE RULE ON EXEC- 
UTIVE PRIVILEGE AND RESPECT FOR THE 
RIGHTS OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS APPEARING IN 
LEGISLATIVE INQUIRIES IN AID OF LEGISLA- 
TION UNDER THE CONSTITUTION, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES." But in reality it was a gag on 
those who were in a position to shed light on hap- 
penings in the dark comers of government. It re- 
mains that way. 

“А legislative body cannot legislate wisely or 
effectively in the absence of information respect- 
ing the conditions which the legislation is intend- 
ed to affect or change; and where the legislative 
body does not itself possess the requisite informa- 
tion—which is not infrequently true—recourse 
must be had to others who do possess И.” Thus 
spoke Zarathustra in the 1950 Arnault case. 

‘The doctrine has not changed. But it is blithely 
forgotten under the obfuscating cloud of EO 464; 
and EO 464 is again being invoked against the 
‘Senate's efforts to find the truth behind the ZTE 
‘controversy. True, we must honor contracts. But 
where is the contract, and is it honest? Did not 
the Supreme Court invalidate the Piatco con- 
tract? How easily do we forget! 

Indeed the Supreme Court did not declare ЕО 
464 unconstitutional in йз entirety. The Supreme 
‘Cour did not say that “executive privilege” is a con- 
ssitutional myth. There is a proper place for it. But it 
is the exception to the rule. The general rule stil is 
transparency and “a policy of full public disclosure 
ofall its transactions involving public interest.” Sub- 
ordinating this important policy to а broad mantle 
of executive privilege endangers democracy itself. 


Thank you, Mother Teresa 


BY NOW THE WORLD KNOWS OF THE TOR- 
ment Teresa of Calcutta went through. Except 
perhaps for Conrado de Quiros whose paean to 
her (Inquire, 8/30/07) is the kind one wishes 
he/she himself/herself wrote, it can be a travesty 
to critique her words which ring a poignant and 
powerful phraseology of the searching soul. 

"What we can do is to realize how terrible was 
her deprivation, the better for those who think 
the quest for God is a smooth path and who dis- 
dain those brave enough to admit doubt. 

If what Teresa revealed was done by ordinary 
mortals like you and me, chances are, a zealous 
friend might warn us of having "a temptation 
against faith.” If extra-zealous, our friend might 
advice us to seek counsel or go to confession. If 
overzealous, our friend could hold us suspect аз 
agnostic. Such were the knee-jerk reactions we 
were brought up in. 

But because such an admission came from 
Teresa, a great, de facto saint even in her lifetime, 
we may now, by extension, be spared from rash 
judgment. Still it is possible that some little soul 
in the woodwork might be secretly thinking, “But 
how can Teresa be canonized? She doubted the 
existence of God." In fact, “the jaws (of the sisters 
of her own congregation) dropped.” Thankfully, 
most of us don't look at it that way. No less than. 
the Pope has conceded to "the silence of God.” 
Teresa is Teresa. Nothing can diminish that. 

Thank you, Mother Terés, for showing us that 
sometimes in our lives, “atheists, doubters, seek- 
ers, believers" miss “the Absent One,” reducing us 
to existentialits doing good despite utter desola- 
tion. What mystery lies within this mortal сой, 
hard-wired to the Transcendental, yet attended 
by moments of aloneness! 

Thank you for dispelling the notion that the 
lives of saints are sweetness and light, a gush of 
feeling and always inspirational, making them 
supermen and superwomen. Too long has this 
kind of hagiography shaped our views of holy 
lives and holiness, making us expect more saindli- 
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ness than is really there, or denying flaws that ex- 
ist. Teresa, you have been flesh and blood, or 
shall we say blood, sweat and tears. You are real. 

Finally there is one matter for which I thank 
Mother Teresa. 1 am now not speaking of meta- 
physical doubt on the very existence of God. Iam 
speaking of a matter several notches less pro- 
found—not doubt, but what TS. Eliot, the mod- 
‘em poet guru of our time, called “disturbing the 
universe." 

I refer to the need to ask questions about insti- 
tutional Church matters that are very much with- 
in human reason to discuss and clarify. I hope cer- 
tainly that with the understanding given to Tere- 
sa's deeper doubts, the Church may now be less 
wary of the spirit of inquiry and be more kind to 
those who would seek clarification on Church po- 
sitions, rules, teachings, policies. I certainly hope 
fora mare open climate of discussion or dialogue, 
shorn of the Church's and some sectors well- 
known penchant for marginalizing, silencing or 
reprimanding. 

Although 1 receive more fan mail than dis- 
guised or direct protests, and considering how 
mildly 1 write, I have been asked whether Í have 
permission to write what I do or to “cover with 
the mantel of charity” the shortcomings of the 
Church. Ihave been suspected to be a Protestant, 
or a heretic “automatically excommunicated” for 
suggesting, some years ago, that there is salva- 
tion outside the Church. 

‘Why, for example, can’t the faithful openly ask 
why the hierarchy continues to wear royal rai- 
ment and jewelry attended by royal ceremony, 
and why cardinals and bishops are called 
“princes” of the Church, and living in the palacio? 
‘Trying to answer that could lead to lively discus- 


Marcos in retrospect 


‘YOU'D HAVE TO BE OVER 40 YEARS OLD, AND 
loser to 50, to remember a time when Ferdinand. 
Marcos wasn't the president yet. Ifyou were born. 
іп 1965 (the year he became president), you 
would have been 21 years old when he finally left 
the Palace—much of those 21 years of your exis- 
tence spent listening to government propaganda 
telling you he was the greatest Filipino ever. If 
you were born when Marcos fled, you must now 
be 21 years old—much of your existence spent 
being told hat Marcos was the worst Filipino, ev- 
et. Both you and your parents have grown up in 
the shadow of one man and his wife. 

Marcos was not a smoker, he was not known as 
а drinker, he didn't swear—the strongest expres- 
sion ofirritation people would hear from him was 
"Lintiki" And he was not much more of a woman- 
izer than most men of his generation and macho 
culture like to think themselves to be. He was not 
tall, but trim and athletic for most of his life: a 
marksman, orator, armed with a photographic 
memory Surely we can agree he was a man of tal 
ent; we continue to disagree whether he used 
those talents for anything larger than his own 
ambitions. 

"The dull biodata of his Ме, the one we сору 
and paste for school reports, doesnt force us to 
tty to make sense of his life. Perhaps the most per- 
ceptive effort on this that Гуе encountered was 
written by an American, Lew Gleeck. He wrote а 
slender, often quarrelsome book titled “President 
Marcos and the Philippine Political Culture.” 

The Ше of Marcos can be divided, said Gleeck, 
into phases. Those phases mirrored chapters in 
our nation's development, and that of the culture. 
in which leaders and the led operate. 

Phase One was Marcos the law student who 
gained fame. While standing trial for the murder 
of his fathers political opponent, Julio Nalun- 
dasan, Marcos became the bar exam topnotcher. 
The Supreme Court summoned him because his 
grades were so high, the justices were convinced 
he cheated 

He convinced the justices he had passed. Soon 
afterwards, he faced some of the justices again, 
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when his conviction for murder reached the 
Supreme Court on appeal. He won his appeal on 
Sept. 21, 1940, a date he would immortalize 32 
years later. 

Phase Two is also the most mysterious: Death 
March survivor Marcos; the guerilla Marcos. How 
much of it, аз demonstrated by his medals, was 
true? Atleast part of it. Genuine photos taken right 
after the war showed Marcos with prety impressive 
decorations on his chest: a Distinguished Service 
Cross, a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart. Any veter- 
an with those indisputable awards would be consid- 
егей a hero—except that Marcos wanted to be the 
mostawarded veteran, and some of his daims 
‘would become, to put it milly, controversial. 

‘This phase, Td like to suggest, contains a peri- 
od often overlooked in the debate over his war 
record. That period is Marcos’ intellectual, even 
philosophical development. In this he was surely 
influenced by a statesman to whom Marcos felt 
he owed his acquittal by the Supreme Court, Jose 
PLaurel. 

Here's something President Laurel said in 1943: 
“The whole history of government shows that pub- 
lic affairs would be better administered and the 
welfare of the people better served in the hands of a 
‘moral and intellectual aristocracy The people can- 
not be governors and governed at the same time... 
On the other hand, a good and efficient govem- 
ment, a benevolent government, may exist and con- 
tinue indefinitely to funetion with admirable har- 
mony, when men of superior moral and intelectual 
endowments are in control of the state.” 

Laurel also said that there were four rallying 
centers of our national unity: the Flag, the Consti- 
tution, the National Anthem, and the Presidency. 


A 


sions and a study of: the monarchic Church, tradi- 
tion, dignity, authority, and the very posture the 
Church must take in its vaunted preferential op- 
Чоп for the poor. 

Centuries ago, slavery was moral, interest on. 
money lent was immoral, and a Pope expressed 
alarm at “the insane notion that universal free- 
dom of conscience should be proclaimed and 
fought Юг” If that early somebody thought those 
church positions were all wrong, he was right! 
Now slavery is immoral, interest is moral and the 
primacy of conscience is untouchable. 

‘What happened in between? Theologians, sci- 
entists, scholars must have studied, discussed, 
dissented, then arrived at "new" judgments and 
conclusions after factoring in contributions of his- 
tory discoveries of science, and an ever-growing 
human consciousness. 

Did God or objective truth or the fullness of hu- 
man dignity change? Not at ай. Our developing 
perceptions and knowledge saw things not seen 
‘or known before. That is why it is unfair and even 
unscholarly to slap “relativism” on matters that 
are on the cusp of change. 

Here's teaser. When the exact moment life be- 
gins and/or ends is unequivocally discovered, ex- 
pect another round of discussion on population 
‘management, That will be unstoppable. The age 
of Pandora's box is finished. 

When Cardinal Ratzinger became Pope, 14 
prominent American Catholics were asked, 
“What should the next Pope do?" One said "Invite 
to the Vatican the 100 Catholics . . . once consid- 
ered the Church's major сїз... like Hans 
Kung, Charles Curran, Leonardo Boff, and An- 
drew Greeley" And break bread together 

‘Thank you Mother Teresa, forthe doubt you re- 
vealed. Maybe the Church will now be kinder to 
those who only “disturb.” 


Asuncion David Maramba is a retired professor, 
book editor and occasional journalist. Comments 
to marda_ph@yahoo.com : jax 8210659 
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Marcos in his day would try to leave his mark on 
ай four: he changed the color of the flag; he un- 
veiled a modern arrangement of the anthem dur- 
ing one independence day; he almost single- 
handedly wrote a new constitution; and he made 
his office, and thus himself, the Alpha and Omega 
of our government and society. 

The third phase was Marcos the elected politi- 
clan: as congressman from 1949 to 1959, first in 
the Liberal administration, given his first big 
break as a presidential assistant by President Rox- 
эз, then supported in his candidacy by his fellow 
Ilocano Elpidio Quirino, and then in opposition to 
the Nacionalistas; then Marcos the senator from. 
1959 to 1965, including being Senate president 
from 1963, and president-in-waiting after Presi- 
dent Diosdado Macapagal promised to support 
him in 1965. Marcos the up-and-coming politi 
cian had three power bases: his generation of the 
UP Cadet Corps and the guerrillas, the fraterni- 
ties and the Ilocano vote. 

The fourth phase was the President Marcos of 
1965-69, and фе incumbent President who 
achieved a landslide re-election in 1969, only to be 
embattled from 1969 to 1972 on all fronts. This 
was a time of social upheaval, where our deeply- 
divided sociey tied to figure a way forward. 

As Leon Ма. Guerrero, in his justification of 
martial law, "Today Began Yesterday” wrote, 
"The experience of the Filipinos ... had been of 
partes that were not parties but unprincipled 
‘coalitions of the rich, the powerful, and the un- 
scrupulous; of elections that were essentially 
meaningless exercises in fraud, terrorism, bribery 
and demagoguery; of politicians who represent- 
ей no one but themselves. The peoples capacity 
for self-government had been trapped in a politi- 
cal mechanism they had not learned to work or 
control, and their capacity for indignation and 
generosity, sacrifice and service to the country, 
left to wither and deca 

‘The solution, to Marcos’ mind, was martial 
Jaw This was the fifth phase: the supposedly re- 
formist Marcos, the one who wrote “Today's Rev- 
olution: Democracy" 


Aword of caution 
about medical tests 


‘TEN YEARS AGO, 1 UNDERWENT A HEART BYPASS OPERA- 
tion at St. Lake's Medical Center. It all started a year carior 
when the first indication of trouble hit me like а cold vind 
blowing on a hot summer day It was an uncomfortable feel- 
ing but I shrugged it off.as being part of the aging process 
Penny and I were catching a tour in Boston and we were tm- 
ning behind schedule, so I had to make a 200-meter dash ta 
the bus station. Settling down, 1 felt a strange discomfort 
around my chest and 

it took me a bit 
longer than usual to 
catch my breath, 

When we ге 
turned home, an ex- 
ecutive check up was Ramon e 
suggested—some- D] 
m uua JE 
tered my mind in all the years spent in a pressure-packed 
‘work environment. The results were not too good. In faet, I 
did not realize that I was in awful shape. My blood pressure 
and sugar levels were high; 1 had hypertension, diabetes, 
and indications of a prostate problem. 

То make a long story short, 1 ended up on the operating 
table with three arteries blocked and needing bypass 
surgery. Some people referred to the procedure as a "CABG 
(cabbage)" operation, meaning, a coronary artery bypass 
graft. Most others termed the whole thing as simply a "by- 


pass. 

1 would like to thank once again my attending physi- 
cians. Dr. Cesar “Butch” Recto, my cardiologist, performed 
the angiogram. Incidentally Butch was a classmate of my 
son Dr. Miguel Farolan at the UP College of Medicine. Dr. 
Stan De Castro was the cardiovascular surgeon who 
opened up and then closed my chest after some fine surgi- 
cal work inside. Dr. Tom Realiza, a pulmonary specialist, 
took me through breathing exercises in preparation for the 
discomfort one undergoes after surgery. All three are 
among the best in their respective fields and the work they 
did gave me another 10 years and more of active and pro- 
ductive Ше. Incidentally, a number of my close friends have 
suggested chelation instead of open-heart surgery asa pos 
sible treatment for heart problems. Chelation is a proce- 
dure involving the removal of plaque and other impurities 
in our blood by means of a chemical or a'laser light. My 
friends swear by the process. 

‘Today, while my blood pressure remains stable and my 
prostate normal, it is diabetes that is the concern of my doc 
tors. Diabetes may not be life threatening, but the disease, if 
left unattended, could lead to complications like renal (Kid- 
ney) failure. This may result in the need for dialysis or even a 
kidney transplant. 

For the past three years I have been undergoing annual 
tests for my kidneys, The medical term is renal scintigra 
phy For us laymen, it is a procedure for obtaining pictures 
of the kidney by use of radioisotopes injected into our bàdy. 
intravenously. The results are measured in terms of calcu 
lated Glomerular Filtration Rate (GFR) equivalent in 
ml/min. 

Now I realize that this is Greek for most of us. Let me 
just say that for as long as your GFR is above 20, youPRid- 
neys continue to function. Between 20 and 30, it would-be 
advisable to consult closely with a nephrologist (kidney 
specialist). Below 20, you become a candidate for dialysis, 
а cumbersome procedure that involves removing waste 
products and excess water from the body by several 
means. This requires time, patience, and incurs heavy 
medical costs. 

My doctors will forgive me for oversimplifying the үдіріс: 
issue. There are, of course, other factors that have to be jak- 
the problem. 

1n 2005, my GFR was 73.8. In 2006, it went down to 54.7 
а steep deterioration which was cause for concern. In Augpst 
2007, my GFR decreased further to 27.7 and for the fist 
time my nephrologist Dr. Ermingarda P Gueco of Medical 
City discussed the dreaded letter "D" for dialysis. However 
she had some reservations since one indicator—my стени. 
nine level—was normal when it should have been abnor 
considering the GFR reading. 

decided to have a second opinion and consulted with Dr. 

Enrique Опа, the executive director of the National Kiddey 
and Transplant Institute in Quezon City. Comparing thee 
sults of my GFR tests with other laboratory examinationsyhe 
жаз also puzzled by the same discrepancy noted by Dr. Gue- 
©. 
Dr. Ona decided to get in touch with Dr. Angel De Gz: 
man, chief of Nuclear Medicine at the Kidney Institute ånd 
the Medical City, who had interpreted the last result. Tbey 
both agreed that a re-testing should be done because of ger 
tain conditions which 1 did not quite understand at that 
time. H 

The re-testing indicated that my GFR equivalent was 74.9; 
even higher than the 2005 reading. The medical reason 18: 
vanced for the new figure was “а sub-optimal leveling; 
MAG-3 as evidenced by free pertechnetate in the stomach. 
‘Again this sounds Greek to all of us. But the high figure çer- 
tainly meant good news. 

Now, that's а load off my chest but it doesn't mean Im but 
of the woods. 1 still have to be careful about blood pres- 
sure—and diabetes-related problems. This means watching 
ту diet, taking the prescribed medications, exercising, and 
consulting regularly with my physicians. 

My point here is that we should have an open mind about 
‘medical test results. They may sometimes be incorrect, ро» 
sibly leading to all kinds of complications. A second opinion 
orare-testing san option open to all of us, Keep in mind that 
in the final analysis, itis your health, your well being, and ul- 
timately your life that is at stake. 

My special thanks to Dr. Enrique Ona and Dr. Angel De 
Guzman for their generous time and attention. 


Do you want your children to learn to speak Chinese? Do 
you want them to learn Mandarin as a second or third lan- 
guage? Do you want to prepare them to take higher level, 
Cerificate eligibility exams? Ongoing information sessions 
at Chinese international School Manila (CISM), а private, 
coeducational, K-12 international schoo! located at Mekin- 
ley Hill, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City are being held to intro- 
duce parents and potential students to the international cur 
Ticulum standards of CISM. Its program integrates both 
Western and Chinese outlooks. The school is headed by 
Maria Louisa Que-Sian a classmate of my daughter Carmela 
"Bon" Farolan at International School Manila (ISM Class of 
83), along with Felicia Hung-Atienza. See wwnwcismani- 
огу. 
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ILIKE THE WORD OPAQUE. IT I$ SUCH A RICH 
word. It primarily means impervious to light so 
that images cannot be seen through it It means 
dull and without luster. It can also mean obscure 
and unintelligible іп meaning or impenetrable ta. 
‘specified form of light. Opacity is the capacity of 
а material, such as photographic film, to stop 
light. 

"The words opaque and opacity aptly describe 
the current administration's attitude toward ir- 
regularities and corruption in government. Never 
mind the talk about transparency and trans- 
parency commissions. Talk is cheap. It can be 
mouthed with fingers crossed. 

‘The government prosecutorial team has just 
concluded the first phase of its effort to pin down 
former President Joseph Estrada. Even while the 
decision ofthe Sandiganbayan has not yet become 
Final, a team has already been formed, we аге told, 
to ensure the confiscation of millions of pesos 
‘worth of property enumerated in the verdict. 

"The energy being poured into getting results 
against Estrada is admirable. Would that similar 
zeal and persistence and energy were also poured 
into unraveling the truth behind allegations of so 
much corruption in government being committed 
by the very guardians of government, Sadly, this 
is not happening. We see government forces mov- 
ing instead in an opposite direction. No effort is 
spared to maintain opacity. 

"The oath of office solemnly affirms a determina- 
tion to preserve and defend the Constitution, to ex- 
есше its laws, to do justice to every man, and to 
consecrate self to the service of the nation. Taking 
the oath, to use Thomas Mores figure, is like 
putting water in cupped hands. Un-cup the hands 
and all is ost, The oath becomes an empty promise 

You can fault the 1987 Constitution for being 
overly verbose. But verbosity does not do the dam- 
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age that infidelity inflicts, Call it grand verbosity; 
bur the meaning is clear: “The State shall maintain 
honesty and integrity in the public service and take 
positive and effective measures against graft and 
corruption. Subject to reasonable conditions pre- 
scribed by law, the State adopts and implements a 
policy of full public disclosure of all its transactions 
involving public interest.” 

But that is not ай. The Constitution also com- 
mands: "The right of the people to information on 
‘matters of public concern shall be recognized, Ac- 
cess to official records, and to documents and pa- 
pers pertaining to official acts, transactions, ог 
decisions, as well as to government research data 
used as basis for policy development, shall be af- 
forded the citizen, subject to such limitations as 
may be provided by law." 

‘What have we been getting instead? Obstruction 
‘and obfuscation. Opacity instead of transparency. 

‘There seems tobe a conspiracy among forces in 
both the legislative and executive departments to 
obstruct investigations and to cover up reported 
transgressions. t was painfully clear during the 
height of the first attempts to ferret out the truth 
involved in the "багс? tapes scandal. The matter 
never became clarified and will probably never be. 

"Then you had the lukewarm effort to pursue 
the Bolante case. Jocelyn Bolante belonged to the 
inner circle and had to be protected—not so 
much for himself perhaps as for those who have 


profited from his profligacy. 

‘The crowning achievement was the promulga- 
tion of Executive Order 464. It was announced 
with a tongue in cheek title: "ENSURING OBSER- 
VANCE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SEPARATION OF 
POWERS, ADHERENCE TO THE RULE ON EXEC- 
UTIVE PRIVILEGE AND RESPECT FOR THE 
RIGHTS OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS APPEARING IN 
LEGISLATIVE INQUIRIES IN AID OF LEGISLA- 
TION UNDER THE CONSTITUTION, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES." But in reality it was a gag on 
those who were in a position to shed light on hap- 
penings in the dark corners of government. lt re- 
mains that way. 

“А legislative body cannot legislate wisely or 
effectively in the absence of information respect- 
ing the conditions which the legislation is intend- 
ed to affect or change; and where the legislative 
body does not itself possess the requisite informa- 
tion—which is not infrequently true—recourse 
must be had to others who do possess it." Thus 
spoke Zarathustra in the 1950 Arnault case, 

‘The doctrine has not changed. But it is blithely 
forgotten under the obfuscating cloud of EO 464; 
and EO 464 is again being invoked against the 
Senate's efforts to find the truth behind the ZTE 
controversy. True, we must honor contracts. But 
where is the contract, and is it honest? Did not 
the Supreme Court invalidate the Piatco con- 
tract? How easily do we forget! 

Indeed the Supreme Court did not declare EO 
464 unconstitutional in its entirety: The Supreme 
Court did not say that “executive privilege" is a con- 
stitutional myth. There is a proper place for it, But it 
is the exception to the rule. The general rule still is 
transparency and “а policy of full public disclosure 
ofall ts transactions involving public interest.” Sub- 
‘ordinating this important policy to a broad mantle 
of executive privilege endangers democracy itself. 


Thank you, Mother Teresa 


BY NOW THE WORLD KNOWS OF THE TOR- 
ment Teresa of Calcutta went through. Except 
perhaps for Conrado de Quiros whose paean to 
her (Inqutnen, 8/30/07) is the kind one wishes 
he/she himself/herself wrote, it can be a travesty 
to critique her words which ring a poignant and 
powerful phraseology ofthe searching soul. 

What we can do is to realize how terrible was 
her deprivation, the better for those who think 
the quest for God is a smooth path and who dis- 
dain those brave enough to admit doubt. 

1f what Teresa revealed was done by ordinary 
mortals like you and me, chances are, a zealous 
friend might warn us of having "a temptation 
against faith.” If extra-zealous, our friend might 
advice us to seek counsel or go to confession. If 
overzealous, our friend could hold us suspect as 
agnostic. Such were the knee-jerk reactions we 
were brought up in. 

But because such an admission came from 
Teresa, a great, de facto saint even in her lifetime, 
we may now, by extension, be spared from rash 
judgment. Still it is possible that some litle soul 
in the woodwork might be secretly thinking, "But. 
how can Teresa be canonized? She doubted the 
existence of God." In fact, "the jaws (of the sisters 
of her own congregation) dropped." Thankfully, 
most of us don't look at it that way. No less than. 
the Pope has conceded to "the silence of God. 
Teresa is Teresa. Nothing can diminish that, 

"Thank you, Mother Terésa, for showing us that 
sometimes in our lives, “atheists, doubters, seek- 
ers, believers’ miss the Absent One," reducing us 
to existentialists doing good despite utter desola- 
Чоп. What mystery lies within this mortal coll, 
hard-wired to the Transcendental, yet attended 
by moments of alonenessl 

‘Thank you for dispelling the notion that the 
lives of saints are sweetness and light, a gush of 
feeling and always inspirational, making them 
supermen and superwomen. Too long has this 
kind of hagiography shaped our views of holy 
lives and holiness, making us expect more sainti- 


COMMENTARY 


Asuncion David Maramba 


ness than is really there, or denying flaws that ex- 
ist. Teresa, you have been flesh and blood, or 
shall we say blood, sweat and tears. You are real. 

Finally, there is one matter for which I thank 
Mother Teresa. I am now not speaking of meta- 
physical doubt on the very existence of God. 1 am 
speaking of a matter several notches less pro- 
found—not doubt, but what TS, Eliot, the mod- 
ern poet guru of our time, called “disturbing the 

referto the need to ask questions about insti- 
tutional Church matters that are very much with- 
in human reason to discuss and clarify hope cer- 
tainly chat with the understanding given to Tere- 
за? deeper doubts, the Church may now be less 
wary of the spirit of inquiry and be more kind to 
those who would seek clarification on Church po- 
sitions, rules, teachings, policies, certainly hope 
fora more open climate of discussion or dialogue, 
shorn of the Church's and some sectors well- 
known penchant for marginalizing, silencing or 
reprimanding. 

‘Although 1 receive more fan mall than dis- 
guised or direct protests, and considering how 
mildly 1 write, I have been asked whether I have. 
permission to write what I do or to "cover with 
the mantel of charity" the shortcomings of the 
Church. have been suspected to be a Protestant, 
or a heretic "automatically excommunicated” for 
suggesting, some years ago, that there is salva- 
tion outside the Church. 

‘Why, for example, can't the faithful openly ask 
why the hierarchy continues to wear royal rai- 
ment and jewelry attended by royal ceremony, 
and why cardinals and bishops are called 
“princes” of the Church, and living in the palacio? 
‘Trying to answer that could lead to lively discus- 


Marcos in retrospect 


YOU'D HAVE TO BE OVER 40 YEARS OLD, AND 
closer to 50, to remember a time when Ferdinand 
Marcos wasnt the president yet. If you were born 
in 1965 (the year he became president), you 
‘would have been 21 years old when he finaly left 
the Palace—much of those 21 years of your exis- 

tence spent listening to government propaganda 
telling you he was the greatest Filipino ever. If 
you were born when Marcos fled, you must now 
be 21 years old—much of your existence spent 
being told that Marcos was the worst Filipino, ev- 
er. Both you and your parents have grown up in 
the shadow of one man and his wife, 

‘Marcos was not a smoker, he was not known as 
a drinker, he didn't swear— the strongest expres- 
sion of irritation people would hear from him was 
"Шан" And he was not much more of a woman- 
izer than most men of his generation and macho 
culture like to think themselves to be. He was not 
tall, but trim and athletic for most of his life: a 
marksman, orator, armed with a photographic 
memory Surely we can agree he was a man of tal- 
ent; we continue to disagree whether he used 
those talents for anything larger than his own 
ambitions. 

‘The dull biodata of his life, the one we сору 
and paste for school reports, doesn’t force us to 
try to make sense of his Ме, Perhaps the most per- 
ceptive effort on this that Tve encountered was 
written by an American, Lew Gleeck. He wrote a 
slender, often quarrelsome book titled "President 
Marcos and the Philippine Political Culture." 

‘The life of Marcos can be divided, said Gleeck, 
into phases. Those phases mirrored chapters in 
our nation’s development, and that of the culture 
n which leaders and the led operate. 

Phase One was Marcos the law student who 
gained fame, While standing trial for the murder 
of his fathers political opponent, Julio Nalun- 
dasan, Marcos became the bar exam topnotcher. 
"The Supreme Court summoned him because his 
grades were so high, the justices were convinced. 
he cheated, 

He convinced the justices he had passed. Soon 
afterwards, he faced some of he justices again, 
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when his conviction for murder reached the 
Supreme Court on appeal. He won his appeal on 
Sept. 21, 1940, a date he would immortalize 32 
years later. 

"Phase Two is also the most mysterious: Death 
March survivor Marcos; the guerilla Marcos, How 
much of it, as demonstrated by his medals, was 
true? Ar least рап of it. Genuine photos taken right 
after the war showed Marcos with pretty impressive 
decorations on his chest: a Distinguished Service 
Cross, a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart Any veter- 
an with those indisputable awards would be consid- 
ered a hero—except that Marcos wanted to be the 
mostawarded veteran, and some of his claims 
would become, to put t mildly controversial. 

"This phase, Td like to suggest, contains a peri- 
ой often overlooked in the debate over his war 
record. That period is Marcos’ intellectual, even 
philosophical development. In this he was surely 
influenced by a statesman to whom Marcos felt 
he owed his acquittal by the Supreme Court, Jose 
P Laurel 

Heres something President Laurel said ín 1943: 
“The whole history of government shows that pub- 
lic affairs would be better administered and the 
welfare of the people better served in the hands of a 
moral and intellectual aristocracy. The people can- 
not be governors and governed at the same time 
Оп the other hand, a good and efficient govem- 
ment, a benevolent government, may exist and con- 
tinue indefinitely to function with admirable har- 
mony when men of superior moral and intellectual 
endowments are in control ofthe state." 

Laurel also said that there were four rallying 
centers of our national unity: the Flag, he Consti- 
tution, the National Anthem, and the Presidency 
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sions and a study of: the monarchic Church, tradi- 
tion, dignity authority and the very posture the 
Church must take in is vaunted preferential op- 
tion forthe poor 

Centuries ago, slavery was moral, interest on 
money lent was immoral, and a Pope expressed 
alarm at “the insane notion that universal free- 
dom of conscience should be proclaimed and 
fought for" If that early somebody thought those 
church positions were all wrong, he was right 
Now slavery is immoral, interest is moral and the 
primacy of conscience is untouchable. 

What happened in between? Theologians, sci- 
entiss, scholars must have studied, discussed, 
dissented, then arrived at "new" judgments and 
conclusions after factoring in contributions of his- 
tory discoveries of science, and an ever-growing 
human consciousness 

Did God or objective truth or the fullness of hu- 
man dignity change? Not at al. Our developing 
perceptions and knowledge saw things not seen 
or known before. Thats why itis unfair and even 
unscholarly to slap “relativism” on matters that 
are on the cusp of change 

Here's a teaser. When the exact moment life be- 
gins and/or ends is unequivocally discovered, ex- 
pect another round of discussion on population. 
management. That will be unstoppable. The age 
of Pandora's box is finished. 

When Cardinal Ratzinger became Pope, 14 
prominent American Catholics were asked, 
"What should the next Pope do?” One said “Invite 
to the Vatican the 100 Catholics... once consid- 
ered the Church's major critics... like Hans 
Kung, Charles Curran, Leonardo Вой, and An- 
drew Greeley" And break bread together. 

Thank you Mother Teresa, for the doubt you re- 
vealed. Maybe the Church will now be kinder to 
those who only “disturb.” 


‘Asuncion David Maramba is a retired profesor 
book editor and occasional journalist. Comments 
tomarda_ph@yahoo.com : jax 8210659 
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Marcos in his day would try to leave his mark on 
all four: he changed the color of the flag; he un- 
veiled a modern arrangement of the anthem dur- 
ing one independence day; he almost single- 
handedly wrote a new constitution; and he made 
his office, and thus himself, the Alpha and Omega 
ofour government and society. 

‘The third phase was Marcos the elected politi- 
cian: as congressman from 1949 to 1959, first in 
the Liberal administration, given his first big 
break as a presidential assistant by President Rox- 
as, then supported in his candidacy by his fellow 
Tlocano Elpidio Quirino, and then in opposition to 
the Nacionalistas; then Marcos the senator from. 
1959 to 1965, including being Senate president 
from 1963, and president-in-waiting after Presi- 
dent Diosdado Macapagal promised to support 
him in 1965. Marcos the up-and-coming politi- 
cian had three power bases: his generation of the 
UP Cadet Corps and the guerrillas, the fraterni- 
ties and the Ilocano vote. 

"The fourth phase was the President Marcos of 
1965-69, and the incumbent President who 
achieved a landslide re-election in 1969, only to be 
embattled from 1969 to 1972 on all fronts. This 
‘was a time of social upheaval, where our deeply- 
divided society tried to figure a way forward. 

‘As Leon Ma, Guerrero, in his justification of 
martial law, “Today Began Yesterday” wrote, 
"The experience of the Filipinos ... had been of 
parties that were not partes but unprincipled 
Coalitions of the rich, the powerful, and the un- 
scrupulous; of elections that were essentially 
meaningless exercises in fraud, terrorism, bribery 
and demagoguery; of politicians who represent- 
ей no one but themselves. The people's capacity 
for self-government had been trapped in a politi- 
cal mechanism they had not learned to work or 
control, and their capacity for indignation and 
generosity sacrifice and service to the country, 
Teft to wither and decay" 

"The solution, to Marcos mind, was martial 
Jaw. This was the fifth phase: the supposedly re- 
formist Marcos, the one who wrote "Today's Rev- 
olution: Democracy" 


Aword of caution 
about medical tests 


ТЕМ YEARS AGO, I UNDERWENT A HEART BYPASS OPERA- 
tion at St. Luke's Medical Center. It all started a year саліст 
when the first indication of trouble hit me like а cold wind 
blowing on а hot summer day. It was an uncomfortable feel- 
ing but 1 shrugged it off.as being part of the aging process. 
Penny and I were catching a tour in Boston and we were tan- 
ning behind schedule, о had to make а 200-meter dash to 
the bus station, Setting down, 1 felt a strange discomfort 
around mychestand --- 
it took me a bit 
longer than usual to 
catch my breath. 

When we re 
turned home, an ex- 


ecutive check up was RAMON f ў 
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tered my mind in all the years spent in a pressure-packed 
‘work environment. The results were not too good. In faet, 1 
did not realize that 1 was in awful shape. My blood pressure 
and sugar levels were high; I had hypertension, diabetes, 
and indications of a prostate problem. 

То make a long story short, 1 ended up on the operating 
table with three arteries blocked and needing bypass 
surgery. Some people referred to the procedure us a "CABG 
cabbage)" operation, meaning, a coronary artery bypass 
graft. Most others termed the whole thing as simply a "by- 
pass.” 

1 would like to thank once again my attending physi- 
cians. Dr. Cesar "Butch" Recto, my cardiologist, performed 
the angiogram. Incidentally Butch was a classmate of my 
son Dr. Miguel Farolan at the UP College of Medicine. Dr. 
Stan De Castro was the cardiovascular surgeon who 
opened up and then closed my chest after some fine surgi- 
cal work inside. Dr. Tom Realiza, a pulmonary specialist, 
took me through breathing exercises in preparation for the. 
discomfort one undergoes after surgery АП three are 
among the best in their respective fields and the work they 
did gave me another 10 years and more of active and pro- 
ductive life. Incidentally, a number of my close friends have 
suggested chelation instead of open-heart surgery as pos: 
sible treatment for heart problems. Chelation is a proce 
dure involving the removal of plaque and other impurities 
in our blood by means of a chemical or a!laser light, My 
friends swear by the process. 

‘Today, while my blood pressure remains stable and my 
prostate normal, it is diabetes that is the concern of my doc: 
tors. Diabetes may not be life threatening, but the disease, if 
lef unattended, could lead to complications like renal (kid- 
ney) failure. This may result in the need for dialysis or even a 
kidney transplant: 

For the past three years 1 have been undergoing annual 
tests for my kidneys. The medical term is renal scintigra 
phy. For us laymen, it is a procedure for obtaining pictures 
of the kidney by use of radioisotopes injected into our bòdy 
intravenously. The results are measured in terms of calcu 
lated Glomerular Filtration Rate (GFR) equivalent in 
ml/min. A 

Now I realize that this is Greek for most of us. Let me 
just say that for as long as your GFR is above 20, yout Rid- 
neys continue to function. Between 20 and 30, it would be 
advisable to consult closely with a nephrologist, (kidney 
specialist). Below 20, you become a candidate for dialysis, 
а cumbersome procedure that involves removing wapte 
products and excess water from the body by several 
means, This requires time, patience, and incurs hekvy 
medical costs. 

Му doctors will forgive me for oversimplifying the whple 
issue. There are, of course, other factors that have to be fak- 
еп into account if we are to arrive at an accurate реше of 
the problem. 

1n 2005, my GFR was 73.8. In 2006, it went down to 54.7, 
steep deterioration which was cause for concern, In August 
2007, my GFR decreased further to 27.7 and for the first 
time my nephrologist Dr. Ermingarda P Gueco of Medical 
City discussed the dreaded letter "D" for dialysis. However 
she had some reservations since one indicator —my creati 
nine level—was normal when it should have been abnormal 
considering the GFR reading. 

T decided to have a second opinion and consulted with Dr: 
Enrique Ona, the executive director of the National Kiddey 
and Transplant Institute in Quezon City: Comparing thee- 
sults of my GFR tests with other laboratory cxaminations;he 
was also puzzled by the same discrepancy noted by Dr. Gue- 

Dr. Ona decided to get in touch with Dr. Angel De Glz- 
man, chief of Nuclear Medicine at the Kidney Institute and 
the Medical City, who had interpreted the last result. They 
both agreed that a re-testing should be done because of cer 
tain conditions which 1 did not quite understand at that 
time. Н 

“The re-testing indicated that my GFR equivalent was 74.9; 
even higher than the 2005 reading. The medical reason 10 
vanced for the new figure was "a sub-optimal leveling: of 
MAG-3 as evidenced by free pertechnetate in the stomach 
‘Again this sounds Greek to ай of us. But the high figure cer 
tainly meant good news. 

Now, that’s a load off my chest but it doesn’t mean I'm but 
of the woods. I still have to be careful about blood pres 
sure—and diabetes-related problems. This means watching 
ту diet, taking the prescribed medications, exercising, and 
consulting regularly with my physicians. 

My point here is that we should have an open mind abut 
medical test result. They may sometimes be incorrect, pos 
sibly leading to all kinds of complications. A second opinion 
ora re-testing is an option open to all of us, Keep in mind that 
in che final analysis, itis your health, your well being, and ul- 
timately your life that is at stake. 

My special thanks to Dr. Enrique Ona and Dr. Angel De 
Guzman for their generous time and attention, 


Do you want your children to learn to speak Chinese? Do 
you want them to learn Mandarin as а second or third lan 
guage? Do you want to prepare them to take higher level, 
certificate eligibility exams? Ongoing information sessions 
at Chinese International School Manila (CISM), а private 
co-educational, K-12 international school located at MeKin- 
ley Hill, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, are being held to intro 
duce parents and potential students to the international cur- 
Ticulum standards of CISM. з program integrates both 
Western and Chinese outlooks. The school is headed by 
Maria Louisa Que-Sian, a classmate of my daughter Carmela 
"Bon" Farolan at International School Manila (ISM Class of 
83), along with Felicia Hung-Atienza, See wwwcismani- 
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1 WAS WALKING DOWN THE STREET AND 
‘saw a Land Cruiser park in front of a "No Park- 
ing" sign, right in front of a yellow-clad traffic 
officer When I asked him why he did not stop 
the man from parking, he looked at me re- 
signedly and said the man would just get angry 
with him. 

1 rode a bus and saw a couple of passengers 
smoking. 1 asked the conductor to tel them пос 
to smoke in a public vehicle. Obviously irritated, 
the conductor looked at me and said those men 
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OPINION. 
Pro-lawbreakers, anti-law enforcers GS 


would just get angry with him if he did. 

A passenger told the jeepney driver to stop. A 
policeman came near and asked the driver why 
һе stopped in a clearly marked prohibited zone. 
"The driver told the policeman that if he didnt, 
the passenger would get angry with him. 

T notice that we are afraid of people who 
clearly break the law but get irritated with peo- 
ple who try to enforce the law. 

Tes sad to think that we actually allow people 
to getaway with breaking the law. I do not know. 


who to pity most, the conductor for his mis- 
placed subservience, the passenger for his indif- 
ference, or me for having to endure all this. As 1 
turned away from the traffic officer, he hastily 
called the attention of a driver for parking his ve- 
hicle in front of a "No Parking” sign. I noted the 
vehicle was a“nineteen-forgotten” Toyota. 
Well, we allow some people to get away 
with breaking the law. 
—DITAS ROXAS, 
ditasroxas@gmail.com 


Why Meralco was returned to Lopezes 


NEAL CRUZ HAS MALICIOUSLY 
hit Sen. Joker Arroyo twice in а 
period of one week (INQUIRER, 
8/31/07 and 9/7/07) 

Cruz writes that right after Edsa 
1, President Corazon Aquino and 
Executive Secretary Arroyo 
tumed over Meralco to the 
Lopezes "lock, stock and barrel 
with nary an audit and evaluation 
of what ought to have been giv- 
еп.” True, because President Fer- 
dinand Marcos, during martial 
law, confiscated Meralco from the 
Lopezes lock, stock and barrel, 
and turned it over to the Ro- 
mualdezes. 

Meralco, a critical public utili 
y, then under a hostile manage- 
ment, was in a position to desta- 
bilize the new Aquino adminis 
tration. Т preclude that, Presi- 
dent Aquino restored control of 
Meralco to the Lopezes who orig- 
inally controlled and ran it be- 


job. 
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many “brods” from organizations 
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fore martial law. 

Where was Cruz during all that 
time? He was glued to his desk in 
the Daily Express, holding the fort 
for that propagandist paper of the 
Marcoses, 
crony, Roberto Benedicto. 

It took six years and three presi- 
dents to pass the Electric Power 
Industry Reform Act. Senator Ar- 
royo fought and voted against it. 
Amending it would take that long, 
what with so many vested inter. ро 
ests involved. Arroyo would like 
to short-cut it by letting the Joint 
Congressional Power Commission 
administratively do the amending 


ABS-CBN did not support Sena- 
tor Arroyo in the last elections. 
ABIGAIL ANNE L. HINTO, 


Officeof Sen. Joker Arroyo, 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City 
Who are the real barbarians? 


with a record of hazing end up be- 
coming the nation's political and 
economic leaders. 

Does this perhaps explain the 
country’s culture of political vi- 
olence and culture of impuni- 
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Apec and GBPC not technical partners 


1 АМ WRITING IN REFERENCE 
to the news item “Power plant to technical development of the ex- 
rise in Iloilo.” (Qum, 9/11/ pansion project for Panay Power 
[7] Corporation. 

Ме would like to clarify that — —MIRENSANCHEZPACULTAD, 
Asia Pacific Energy Corporation ^ compliance/eommercial office, 
(Apec) is not the technical partner Global Business 
of Global Business Power Corpo- Power Corporation, 
ration (GBPC). Арес is the show- GT Tower International, 
сазе power plant of Formosa Ayala Avenue cor. 
Heavy Industries Corporation HV dela Costa Street, 
(FHIC) in the Philippines. GBPC 


has partnered with FHIC for the 


Makati City 


Barangay elections 
in a democracy 


CONGRESS SHOULD NOT DENY OUR RIGHT 
to elect our barangay officials. 

Malacahang does not want the Oct. 29 
barangay elections postponed. The Palace 
says money is available for this electoral exer- 
cise. 

But Congress wants the elections postponed 
for the fourth time, to 2009, or a few months 
before the 2010 presidential elections. Its rea- 
sons: The Comelec does not want it held as yet, 
the Liga ng Barangay is lobbying for its post- 

ement (of coursel), and too much election 
spending in one year will contribute to infla- 
tion. 

The real reason is that national politicians 
use barangay governments to deliver votes for 
them. Barangay elections after a national elec- 
tion are a useless exercise for these politicians. 
But barangay elections before a national elec- 
tion are critical to vote-getting. 

‘Congressmen and senators would rather 
ruthlessly deny the people of the Philippines 
their constitutionally mandated right to re 
place overstaying and non-performing politi- 
cal leaders, as well as the right to give a fresh 
‘mandate to performing leaders. 

‘More experiments оп participatory local 
governance can come with the change of 
politicians at the barangay level. Postponing 
elections contributes to the decline of democ- 
racy and worsening poverty of the suffering 
masses. Its undisputable: where local gover- 
nance empowers people, poverty levels dimin- 
ish significantly. 


owned by another 


deputy chief of staff, 


Financial Center, 


RALPH CARREON DIAZ, 
member, Filipinos in the 
United Nations Network 


ARTHUR NEAME, 


A cop’s widow cries for compassion 


1 WAS HAPPY TO SEE THE COM- 
passionate flood of benefits given 
by our government to the families 
of our Marines killed by the Abu 
Sayyaf in Basilan, Тһе benefits 
were well-deserved, forthe coura- 
geous Marines died heroically in 
defense of our country 

in a parallel situation, my late 
husband, P/Cpl. Tirso D. Diocam- 
ро, chief of police of MacArthur, 
Eastern Samar, was killed by the 
New People's Army in 1984, hero- 
ically defending his station, practi- 
cally all by himself. But there was 
no compassionate flood of benefits 
for me and my five children. In 
fact, there was hardly any benefit 
асай. And to top it all, I now have 
to pay in full—including interests, 
fees and penalties—the GSIS hous- 
ing loan my good husband took for 
‘our family home. The loan has now 
ballooned to more than P239,000 
from P42,286. 

1 have tried to рау my hus- 
band's loan and take care of my 
family at the same time, but I sim- 
ply do not have enough money for 
both commitments (1 had already 
paid P31,285 for this loan through 
the years). Indeed one of my chil- 
dren, who was mentally ill, died in 
2006, partly because I did not 


Human rights advocates show bias 


HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATES 
were enraged by the arrest and 
what they termed as the inhuman 
treatment of a member of the no- 
torious Abu Sayyaf by police and 
military agents. 

In Davao City, another group of 
human rights advocates was an- 
gered by the inclusion of Islamic 
teachers among those served with 
warrants of arrest 

Days have passed since the 
bombing of a bus which killed a 
Christian preacher in Koronadal 
iy We never heard any voice of 
concern from the human rights 
advocates. Neither have we heard 
them lament, even faintly, the am- 
bush and decapitation of Philip 
pines Marines who were out to 
rescue kidnapped priest Giancarlo 
Bossi 

To be sure, these are not the on- 
ly instances that human rights ad- 
Yocates have betrayed their bias. 
They are quick to denounce when 
law enforcers are involved but 
they are consistently quiet when 
terrorists commit horrible crimes. 

In Davao, human rights advo- 


have enough money for proper 
medical treatment. 
think itis not right that my hus- 
band should give up his life de- 
fending this government, only to 
be forgotten by the very same gov- 
‘emment which, through the Gov- 
emment Service Insurance Sys 
tem, is now without mercy requir- 
ing me, his widow, to pay in full his 
housing loan—including interests 
and penalties. have struggled and 
appealed for 21 long years to the 
GSIS and this government to treat 
те and my family with some com- 
passion and humanitarian consid 
eration. The final outcome of my 
struggle is a final non-negotiable 
order for me and my family to va- 
cate our house on Sept. 15. 
‘There is no flood of compas- 
sion, only а flood of indifference. 
Tam only a poor widow with five 
children, Tam politically insigni 
cant and my husbands lonely 
death does not rustle the national. 
consciousness. Will my husband's 
death be in vain for us, his family? 
Ninoy Aquino, is the Filipino 
and this nation really worth dying 
for? 
—NELITA G. DIOCAMPO, 
Bik. 16, Lot 38, Phase 2, 
V&G Subd, Tacloban City 


cates don't seem to remember the 
Rano Massacre where innocent 
children, men and women were 
killed by the New People's Army. 
Did we hear any word of condem- 
nation from them when terrorists 
bombed the airport and seaport in 
Davao, which claimed the lives of 
33 innocent civilians and crippled 
several others? 

Why raise an issue over the serv- 
ing of warrants to Islamic preach- 
ers? Have they not heard of Islam 
and Christian preachers and minis- 
ters who have been involved in 
crimes? Why raise the issue of rel 
gion and why suggest that the reli- 
gious among them are infallible? 

We will be the first to condemn 
the police and the military if they 
went outside the bounds of law; 
but in the case of the Basilan mas- 
sacre, we should allow the wheels 
of justice to grind. This is not to 
demonize the religious. Ths isto 
seek the truth to give justice to our 
soldiers who were there to save a 
life. 

—MENARDO WENCESLAO, 
mewenceslao yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers! Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
excomph 

Wrilers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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RP opens Asia bird festival season 


THE 3RD PHILIPPINE BIRD FESTIVAL, TO 
be held in Cebu City on Sept. 21-22, will 
open the bird festival season in Asia. 

The Cebu event will be followed by the 
6th Seosan International Bird-watching 
Festival in Seosan City, Korea, in October 
and by the 9th Taipei International Bird- 
watching Fair in Taipei and the 7th Thai- 
land Bird-watching Festival in Bangkok in 
November. 

The three festivals will take place in 
the migratory season, when the birds 
flee the winters of Siberia, northern 
Japan and similar places to seek refuge 
in warmer countries like the Philip- 
pines. 

The first day of the festival will be held at 
Waterfront Cebu City Hotel and Casino 
where the spotlight will be on Cebu's inland 
birds, particularly the Cebu Flowerpecker, 
one of the world's rarest birds that is endan- 
gered because of its rapidly shrinking forest. 
habitat. 

The festival's second day will take 
place in Cebu's Olango Island Wildlife 
Sanctuary, the only place in the country 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


where at certain times the threatened 
Asian Dowitcher may be spotted. The 
Chinese Egret, a vulnerable species also 
with a declining population, is another 
winter visitor. 

Earlier, Cebu Mayor Tomas Osmefia an- 
nounced to the Wild Bird Club of the Philip- 
pines, festival organizer, that he was setting 
aside two hectares of reclaimed land in the 
300-ha South Road Properties for a perma- 
nent bird sanctuary. | 

‘Aside from the City of Cebu, the festival 
is sponsored by TeaM Energy Foundation, 
Sulpicio Lines, Harbor Star Shipping Lines, 
Georgia Club, Pioneer Insurance, Ramon 
Aboitiz Foundation and World Wildlife 
Fund-Philippines. 

Exhibitors are Philippine Eagle Founda- 
tion, Katala Foundation, Center for Envi- 
ronmental Awareness and Education, Cebu 
Biodiversity Foundation, Isla Biodiversity 
Conservation, WWEPhilippines, Wild Bird 
Society of Taipei, Bird Conservation Society 
of Thailand, Asian Raptor Research and 
Conservation Network, and the City of 
Seosan. 
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GMA men seen to snub ‘Hello Garci' quiz today 


From page Al 


Biazon is the chair of the 
committee on defense and secu- 
rity, the lead panel tackling the 
wiretapping investigation. 

Unless other witnesses come 
forward to corroborate Dobles 
claim of wiretapping, there's no 
point in the Senate continuing 
with the hearings, seid Sen. 
Richard Gordon, chair of the 
committee оп constitutional 
amendments, revision of codes 
and laws. 

"Doble is already finished as 
а witness. He needs somebody 
else to back up his story" Gor- 
don said, 


Resource persons 

‘Those invited to the hearing 
were Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye, National Security Advis- 
er Norberto Gonzales, presiden- 
tial aide Remedios Poblador, 
Balanga Bishop Socrates Ville- 
gas, former AFP Chief of Staff 
Gen. Efren Abu, Rear Adm. Tir- 
so R. Danga (who was Isafp 
chief in 2004), Garcillano and 
Samuel Ong, a former National 
Bureau of Investigation deputy 
director. 

Bunye, Gonzalez, Poblador, 
Danga and Abu have not re- 


sponded to the Senate's sum- 
mons, Biazon said on dzXL ra- 
dio. The five are widely expect- 
ed to invoke Executive Order 
No. 464 which bars Cabinet and 
military officers from attending 
a congressional hearing with- 
out Ms Arroyo's consent. 

Gonzales said he had not re- 
ceived a go-signal from Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
to appear at the Senate hearing. 

He said he got an invitation. 
from the joint Senate commit- 
tees on Thursday and that he 
had promptly forwarded it to 
Ermita 


Venable contract. 

The last time Gonzales ap- 
peared before a Senate hearing 
‘was in September 2005. He was 
grilled by senators on a contract 
he had signed for the govern- 
ment designating an American 
law firm to lobby the US gov- 
ernment to release funds to the 
Philippines to finance a govern- 
ment initiative to amend the 
Constitution and establish а 
parliamentary form of govern- 
ment. 

‘Senators cited Gonzales for con- 
tempt and ordered his detention 
after he refused to answer ques- 
tions on the Venable contract. 


Makati City. 


nary. 
Ermita 


But the national security ad- 
viser ended up in the hospital 
when his blood pressure shot 
up. It was this experience with 
the senators that prompted the 
President to issue EO 464. 


Medy Poblador 

At the first hearing on Sept. 7 
of the new Senate probe of the 
Hello Garci tapes, Poblador was 
named by opposition Sen. Pan- 
filo Lacson as the "Medy" who 
was among those at the resi 
dence of Abu, then AFP chief of 
Staff, when Doble was brought 
there after being taken out of 
the San Carlos Seminary in 


Doble and Ong had sought 
refuge at the seminary suppos- 
edly because they were set to 
reveal Doble's participation in 
the wiretapping. 

“Medy” had told his wife that 
they could count on her for 
help, Doble said. 

Poblador was also identified 
by Villegas as the one who 
called him up to ask for his help 
in getting Doble out of the semi- 


said Malacañang 
would cooperare in the Senate 
investigation if the senators 
complied with the Supreme 


a week ago. 


so requires.” 


Executive privilege 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago has suggested that Ms Ar- 
туо block Cabinet officials and 
top military officials from ap- 


Court ruling governing the ap- 
pearance of Cabinet officials at 
congressional hearings. 

“Let's just say that when the 
invitation comes, they will 
have to communicate it with 
the Office of the President and 
we will see whether the provi- 
sions in the Supreme Court de- 
cision are complied with,” Er- 
mita told reporters more than 


When the high court ruled on 
EO 464 in April 2006, it nulli- іс, military, f 
fied the sections that prohibited 
officials under the executive de- 
partment from appearing at 
hearings of Congress without 
the consent of the President. 
However, the Supreme Court 
declared valid Sections 1 and 2, 
which involved the right of the 
President to forbid executive of- 
ficials from attending the Ques- 
tion Hour of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives, and 
the right to request a closed- 
door session if the "security of 
the state or the public interest 


lege. 


privilege.” 


curity issues. 


Villegas affidavit 
Senate 


in Camp Aguinaldo. 


Senate hearing. 


‘Lola’ sends off Marian images to poor villages 


From page Al 


and friends, “Lola Dahl” has 
been spreading the gospel of 
goodwill and sharing her devo- 
tion to the Virgin Mary with 
complete  strangers—without 
ileaving the comfort of her 
Лоте, 

In the past five years, Pavia 
has commissioned a shop in 
Sta. Ana, Manila, to make im- 
ages of Our Lady of the Miracu- 
lous Medal. Then she sends 
them off to poor folk with no ac- 
cess to churches in remote vil- 
lages. 

“I thought the people living 
in the mountains ог by the sea 
‘who have no access to a church 
should have an image of Mama 
Mary whom they can love and 
pray to for help," Pavia says dur- 
ing an interview at her home in 
Project 4, Quezon City. 

Incidentally, the parish of 
Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal is also in Project 4. 

“In return, Mama Mary will 
take care of their needs,” she 
adds. 

Every year, since 2002, Pavia 
has been religiously ordering 
two images (worth P30,000 
each), using the pension of her 
late husband Dr. Romulo Pavia, 
а Usaffe (US Armed Forces in 
the Far East) officer during 

„World War IL To date, she has 


given away 11 images. toni 


Traveling Mama Mary 
The first image was delivered 
Мо а small community in moun- 
tainous Tanay, Rizal, in March 
12001, while the second found a 
home in a poor coastal village in 

San Juan, llocos Sur. 

‘Another found із way to a 


poor fishing village in General 
Nakar, Quezon. 

"You can see the happiness in 
their faces. They were not clap- 
ping, but they were gushing 
when the image was brought 
down from our vehicle," Pavia 
says, recalling one of the rare 
times she joined a trip to deliver 
the image. 

Pavia swears that no "faith 
experience” in her 93 years 
drove her to do this kind of 
“missionary wo! 

"Oh, nothing,” she says with 
a wave of a hand when asked if 
an experience led her to the 
practice. As an afterthought, 
she says that maybe, she want- 
ed to emulate her mother Maria 
Leetai, a devout Catholic who 
attended Mass and prayed the 
rosary every day. 


Catholic upbringing 

Pavia, who was born on Aug. 
16,1914, and her three siblings 
grew up in the neighborhood of 
Sta. Cruz Church in Manila, 
where attending Mass was con- 
sidered routine. 

“Sundays or holy days, we 
were obliged [to hear Mass,” 
she narrates. “When our mother 
told us to go, we had to go. Oh, 
she would go to Mass even ifa 
storm was raging outside. She 
was very religious " 

Pavia's younger brother An- 

isa Jesuit priest. 

According to Pavia's family, 
Lola Dahl is a great great grand- 
daughter of Fr. Mariano Gomez, 
one of three martyred priests 
during the Spanish rule. Gomez 
had a son out of wedlock before 
he became a priest. 

Some images ended up in or- 
ganizations which explore al- 


Mary. 


алыса 


ternative ways of living like the 
luCin foundation 

Manila and the Kanlungan ng 
mga Kababaihan, Kabataan at 
Katutubo sa Kalikasan ng Sierra 
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іп Metro 


ment in Tanay. 


Coconuts to fuel growth in Pacific 


{From page Al 


erywhere on the tropical islands in the 
Pacific, including the Philippines. The 
dried white flesh—known as co- 
pra—from six to 10 coconuts produces 
a liter of ой, making the substitution 
for expensive diesel seem a no-brainer. 

Ironically, however, the growth in 
the use of bio-fuels’ worldwide has 
helped push the price of crop oils high- 
er and coconut oil now fetches nearly 
$1,000 per ton. 

"There is strong demand for veg- 
etable oils, there is a huge demand in 
the US and Europe," says Jan Cloin, 
the energy adviser at the Secretariat 
of the Pacific Islands Applied Geo- 
science Commission (Sopac) base 
Suva. 

"The Pacific island countries could 
get into a situation where they cannot 
afford to use the oil themselves and 
would profit more by sending their oil 
to other countries." 


Committed to idea 

Kramer's company exports most of 
the oil from the Tolobar mill it operates 
for the Marshall Islands government 
and its coconut ой fuel projects have 
recently taken a back seat. 

“At the peak we used 100-percent 
‘coconut oil in ships with 1,000 horse- 


А 


power engines and all the way down to 
five horsepower generators,” he said. 

But he remains committed to the 
idea, especially using coconut oil to 
generate electricity in remote is- 
lands, where diesel is particularly ex- 
pensive. 

Coconut ой was used as a substitute 
for diesel in the Philippines during 
World War II when diesel was scarce, 
but it is only in recent years the idea 
has taken off. 

The rising cost of oil, worries that oil 
will run out and increasing concerns 
about the environmental impact of fos- 
sil fuels have all boosted attempts to 
find alternative energy sources. 
Experiment 

In the Marshall Islands, Kramer has 
been experimenting for several years 
‘with trying pure coconut oil in some of 
his vehicles, as well as heavy machin- 
ery and even tug boats and a cargo 
ship. 

‘Some modern diesel engines are less 
tolerant of pure coconut oil. Another 
problem is that coconut oil starts to so- 
lidify below 25 degrees Celsius—but 
that is пога problem on many tropical 
islands. 

Kramer found carefully filtered co- 
conut ой with excess moisture re- 
moved worked perfectly in many 
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diesel engines. 

"With some of our trucks we run, 
we've been running on coconut ой for 
years and we haven't had a problem af- 
ter four or five years. But for many en- 
gines, a blend with diesel worked best. 


А 


Madre, a group of healers pro- 
moting an alternative approach 
to community health develop- 


Other images found homes at 


ae 
^E 


Proj. 4. 


But interestingly, two were 
delivered to provinces, symbol- 
izing support for the new breed 
of leaders, as іп the case of Is- 
abela Gov. Grace Padaca on Feb. 
19, 2005, and of Pampanga 
Gov, Ed Panlilio on Aug. 29 this 


year. 


In both instances, activist 
priest Robert Reyes, who served 
as parish priest at the Our Lady 
of Miraculous Medal Parish, de- 


livered the images. 
Bountiful catch 


"Wherever she (Virgin Mary's 

thats 
-where she wants to end up,” 
says Pavia, an education gradu- 


image) goes, 1 think 


pearing before a Senate investi- 
gation by invoking her constitu 
tional right to executive privi 


She said the Supreme Court 
invalidated some portions of EO 
464 but not the "constitutional 
ly based doctrine of executive. 


Santiago defined executive 
privilege as the President's pow- 
er to withhold information on 
state secrets covering diplomat- 

ign relations 
and other sensitive national se- 


Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jt. said he 
did not expect to see Villegas at 
the hearing today because the 
bishop had insisted on sending 
his affidavit to explain his іп- 
volvement in bringing Doble 
out of the San Carlos Seminary 
to the AFP chief of staff's office 


Pimentel said he doubted 
Garcillano would appear at the 


The senator said the Senate 
had also been having difficulty. 
serving Ong his summons be- 
cause the former NBI deputy di- 
rector had gone into hiding 


the Balay Pagdu-aw Ashram 
Catholic Eco-literacy Farm in 
Makato, Aklan; in a chapel in 
Pulilan, Bulacan; and in а read- 
ing center in Barangay Marilag, 


since the aborted press confer- 
ence at the San Carlos Seminary 
two years ago when Doble was 
supposed to make his exposé on 
the so-called “mother of all 
tapes.” 

Gordon said individuals who 
would corroborate Doble's tale 
should be summoned. “Where 
are the other 13 soldiers on his 
supposed team of wiretappers? 
Where is Samuel Ong? We need 
to ask him why he paid Doble 
P2 million and whether he was 
threatening Dobles life?” he 
asked. 


Perjured witness? 

Gordon agreed with adminis- 
tration senators that the Hello 
Garci investigation was an exer- 
cise in futility because it was all 
hanging on the word of a "per- 
jured witness,” who they 
claimed had lied in the House of 
Representatives and Court of 
Appeals and had admitted to 
getting paid for his services. 

Doble claimed his family was 
under threat at the time. 

Stil, Pimentel argued that 
the "Hello Garci” hearing 
should continue. 

“We still have to finish 
Doble's testimony first. He still 
has plenty to say,” he said. 


with good health,” says Pavia, 
who has outlived her husband 
and two of her 10 children, and 
even survived a mild stroke last 
year. Her eldest child is veteran 
journalist Jose “Joe” Pavia 

“Tm surprised I can still walk 
and do everything. 1 can still 
wash clothes," she says. 

Pavia starts her day by pray- 
ing the rosary at 5 a.m. After 
breakfast, she reads "90 Min- 
utes in Heaven” or “Chicken 
Soup for the Mothers Soul" 
and then tunes in to her favorite 
noontime show. 

Before she takes her after- 
moon nap at around 2:30 p.m., 
she prays the rosary again. In 
the evening, she watches reli- 
gious TV programs, then the 8 
pm. Mass on the Eternal World 
‘Television Network. (EWTN). 
On Sunday mornings, she 
watches three TV Masses. 


ate from the University of Santo 


"Tomas. 


“I once told her, 1 don't know 
where to bring you. But Pd like 
you to go to the poor living in 
the mountains, and by the sea, 
where there is no church so that 
even once a month, they can of- 
fer Mass and everyone can at- 


tend.” 


Рама favorite image is that 
of the Our Lady of Lourdes, but 
she has chosen to give away im- 
ages of the Our Lady of Miracu- 
lous Medal “because after all, 


they're all the same." 


She hasalso heard stories of a 
“bountiful catch” in fishing vil- 
lages following a fluvial parade 
of the Virgin Mary's image. 


әмкксос 


Personal miracles 


But what about personal mir- 
ales? “I think I've been blessed 


"We did blends anywhere from 10 
percent to 90 percent (with diesel) and 
we found the most tolerance for all 
types of engines was a 50-50 blend.” 


Experiments 

Austtalian-born entrepreneur Tony 
Deamer has also been experimenting 
іп Vanuatu, running some vehicles 
from his own hire car and car dealer- 
ship on pure coconut oil 

Не has also sold a blend of 80-per- 
cent coconut oil and 20-percent 
kerosene as a diesel alternative under 
the Island Fuel brand, 

Island Fuel has been on hold re- 
cently due to some equipment prob- 
Jems, but Deamer says it will be up 
and running again soon. 

Experiments with power genera- 
tors have also been successful. In 
Vanuatu, an electricity company has 
been using diesel blended with co- 
conut ой to run a large four- 
megawatt generator. 

Deamer says the proportion of co- 
солш oil, which is 15 percent now, is 
being gradually increased to see how 
the generator performs, 

On Savaii island in Samoa, the elec- 
tricity company has been running one 
generator on a coconut ой blend with 
success. 

Deamer says substituting coconut 


Visionary 

"Tm not asking that 1 live 
long. But at the same time, I 
don’t ask to die now,” she says. 
“Tm not afraid to die anytime 
because when 1 die, Mother 
Mary will be there to welcome 
me.” 

Father Reyes has described 
Pavia asa "visionary" who is us- 
ing her resources "to propa- 
gate" devotion to the Our Lady 
of the Miraculous Medal and 
"ultimately faith in the Lord." 

“At 93, she's still a visionary 
and her vision is not abstract. 
She looks for communities and 
individuals to give away this im- 
age, which is a symbol of a peo- 
ples need for divine interven- 
tion,” Reyes says. "And she never 
expects anything. She never asks 
people to pray for her” 


ой for diesel will boost the declining 
copra industry. 


Prospects promising 

“Му motivation is partly trying to 
keep some money going overseas here 
in the country instead, and keep some 
employment in rural areas,” Deamer 
says. "I think it still has a future, I think 
we can make it happen." 

Cloin says the economics of using 
coconut oil for fuel are marginal, al- 
though the copra industry is already 
subsidized in many {sland-countries, 
making diesel substitution more 
able. 

"You have to understand that with 
normal economics, it doesn't really add 
up,” he says. “But if you agree electrifica 
tion of remote islands is a good idea and 
subsidies are a good idea, then using co 
conuroil is a good idea.” 

More mechanization of the labor-in- 
tensive process of extracting the oil 
‘would also improve the economics, 

Kramer has developed а small 

itself powered Бу coconut 
ich could be set up in a village. 
tofuela generator. 

"There is definitely a future,” be 
says. "Our company recently made a 
decision to use more of it, just to try to 
get the country а little bit less depen- 
denton imported diesel" AFP 
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GMA men seen to snub ‘Hello Garci’ quiz today 


From page Al 


Biazon is the chair of the di 
committee on defense and secu- 
rity, the lead panel tackling the 
‘wiretapping investigation, 

Unless other witnesses come 
forward to corroborate Dobles 
claim of wiretapping, there's no 
point in the Senate continuing 
with the hearings, said Sen. 
Richard Gordon, chair of the 
committee on constitutional 
amendments, revision of codes 
and laws. 

“Doble is already finished as 
a witness. He needs somebody 
else to back up his story" Gor- 
don said. 


Resource persons 

"hose invited to the hearing 
were Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye, National Security Advis- 
er Norberto Gonzales, presiden- 
tial aide Remedios Poblador, 
Balanga Bishop Socrates Ville 
gas, former AFP Chief of Staff 
Gen. Efren Abu, Rear Adm. Tir- 
so R. Danga (who was Isafp 
chief in 2004), Garcillano and 
‘Samuel Ong, а former National 
Bureau of Investigation deputy 
director. 

Bunye, Gonzalez, Poblador, 
Талда and Abu have пос re- 


sponded to the Senate's sum- 
mons, Biazon said on dzXL ra- 
‘The five are widely expect- 
ed to invoke Executive Order 
No. 464 which bars Cabinet and 
military officers from attending 
a congressional hearing with- 
out Ms Arroyo's consent. 

Gonzales said he had not re- 
ceived a go-signal from Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
to appear at the Senate hearing. 

He said he got an invitation 
from the joint Senate commit- 
tees on Thursday and that he 
had promptly forwarded it to 
Ermita. 


Venable contract 

тһе last time Gonzales ap- 
peared before a Senate hearing 
was in September 2005. He was 
grilled by senators on a contract 
he had signed for the govern- 
ment designating an American 
law firm to lobby the US gov- 
ernment to release funds to the 
Philippines to finance a govern- 
ment initiative to amend the 
Constitution and establish a 
parliamentary form of govern- 
ment. 

Senators cited Gonzales for con- 
tempt and ordered his detention 
after he refused to answer ques- 
tions on the Venable contract. 


Makati City. 


nary. 


But the national security ad- 
viser ended up in the hospital 
when his blood pressure shot 
up. It was this experience with 
the senators that prompted the 
President to issue BO 464. 


Medy Poblador 

At the first hearing оп Sept. 7 
of the new Senate probe of the 
Hello Garci tapes, Poblador was 
named by opposition Sen. Pan- 
filo Lacson as the "Medy" who 
was among those at the rest 
dence of Abu, then AFP chief of 
staff, when Doble was brought 
there after being taken out of 
the San Carlos Seminary in 


Doble and Ong had sought 
refuge at the seminary suppos- 
edly because they were set to 
reveal Doble's participation in 
the wiretapping. 

“Medy” had told his wife that 
they could count on her for 
help, Doble said. 

Poblador was also identified 
by Villegas as the one who 
called him up to ask for his help 
in getting Doble out of the semi- 


Ermita said 
would cooperate in the Senate 
investigation if the senators 
complied with the Supreme 


a week ago. 


so requires." 


Malacafiang 


Court ruling governing the ap- 
pearance of Cabinet officials at 
congressional hearings. 

"Let's just say that when the 
invitation comes, they will 
have to communicate it with 
the Office of the President and 
we will see whether the pro 
sions in the Supreme Court de- 

ision are complied with," Er- 
mita told reporters more than 


When the high court ruled on 
ЕО 464 in April 2006, it nulli- 
fied the sections that prohibited 
officials under the executive de- 
partment from appearing at 
hearings of Congress without 
the consent of the President. 
However, the Supreme Court 
declared valid Sections 1 and 2, 
which involved the right of the 
President to forbid executive of- 
ficials from attending the Ques- 
tion Hour of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives, and 
the right to request a closed- 
door session if the “security of 
the state or the public interest 


Executive privilege 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago has suggested that Ms Ar- 
royo block Cabinet officials and 
top military officials from ap- 


gation by invoking her co 


privilege.” 


curity issues. 


Villegas affidavit 
Senate 


in Camp Aguinaldo. 


Senate hearing. 


‘Lola’ sends off Marian images to poor villages 


From page Al 


Nakar, Quezon. 


and friends, "Lola Dahl" has 
been spreading the gospel of 
goodwill and sharing her devo- 
tion to the Virgin Магу with 
complete | strangers—without 
leaving the comfort of her 
‘home. 

In the past five years, Pavia 
has commissioned a shop in 
Sta. Ana, Manila, to make im- 
ages of Our Lady of the Miracu- 
lous Medal. Then she sends 
them off to poor folk with no ac 

«cess to churches in remote 
ages. 

“I thought the people living 
їп the mountains or by the sea 
„who have no access to a church 
should have an image of Mama. 
Mary whom they can love and 
pray to for help," Pavia says dur- 
ing an interview at her home in 
Project 4, Quezon City. 

Incidentally, the parish of 
Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal is also in Project 4. 

“In return, Mama Mary will 
take care of their needs,” she 
adds. 

Every year, since 2002, Pavia. 
has been religiously ordering 
two images (worth P30,000 
each), using the pension of her 
late husband Dr. Romulo Pavia, 
а Usaffe (US Armed Forces іп 
the Fer Бая) officer during 
World War П. To date, she has 
{меп away 11 images. 


р 
Traveling Мата Mary 

‘The first image was delivered 
Sto a small community in moun- 
Îtainous Tanay, Rizal, in March 
12001, while the second found a 
Thome in a poor coastal village in 
San Juan, Ilocos Sur. 


Ї Another found its way to a 


“You can see the happiness in |) 
their faces. They were not clap- 
ping, but they were gushing 
when the image was brought 
down from our vehicle,” Pa 

says, recalling one of the rare 
times she joined a trip to deliver 
the image. 

Pavia swears that no “faith 
experience” іп her 93 years 
drove her to do this kind of 
“missionary work.” 

“Oh, nothing,” she says with 
a wave of a hand when asked if 
ап experience led her to the 
practice. As ап afterthought, 
she says that maybe, she want- 
ed to emulate her mother Maria. 
Leetai, a devout Catholic who 
attended Mass and prayed the 
rosary every day. 


Catholic upbringing 

Pavia, who was born on Aug. 
16, 1914, and her three siblings 
grew up in the neighborhood of 
Sta. Cruz Church in Manila, 
where attending Mass was соп- 
sidered routine. 

“Sundays or holy days, we 
were obliged [to hear Mass]," 
she narrates. "When our mother 
told us to go, we had to go. Oh, 
she would go to Mass even if a 
storm was raging outside. She 
was very religious." 

Pavia's younger brother An- 
tonio is a Jesuit priest. 

According to Pavia's family, 
Lola Dahl isa great great grand- 
daughter of Fr Mariano Gomez, 
one of three martyred priests 
during the Spanish rule. Gomez 
had a son out of wedlock before 
he became a priest. 

‘Some images ended up in or- 
ganizations which explore al- 


Mary. 


ternative ways of living like the 
Ішіп foundation in 

Manila and the Kanlungan ng 
mga Kababaihan, Kabataan at 
Katutubo sa Kalikasan ng Sierra 


poor fishing village in General por re mnm) 


ASUNCION Leetai Pavia, 93, poses in front of an image of the Virgin 


Metro 


ment in Tanay. 


Coconuts to fuel growth in Pacific 


{from page At 


‘erywhere on the tropical 

Pacific, including the Philippines. The 
dried white flesh—known as co- 
pra—from six to 10 coconuts produces 
а liter of ой, making the substitution 
for expensive diesel seem a no-brainer. 

Ironically, however, the growth in 
the use of bio-fuels’ worldwide has 
helped push the price of crop oils high- 
er and coconut oil now fetches nearly 
$1,000 per ton. 

“There is strong demand for veg- 
etable oils, there is a huge demand in 
the US and Europe,” says Jan Cloin, 
the energy adviser at the Secretariat 
of the Pacific Islands Applied Geo- 
science Commission (Sopac) based in 
Suva. 

“The Pacific island countries could 
get into a situation where they cannot 
afford to use the ой themselves and 
would profit more by sending their oil 
to other countries.” 


‘Committed to idea 

Kramer’s company exports most of 
the oil from the Tolobar mill it operates 
for the Marshall Islands government 
and its coconut oil fuel projects have 
recently taken a back seat. 

“At the peak we used 100-percent 
‘coconut oil in ships with 1,000 horse- 


4 


power engines and all the way down to 
five horsepower generators," he said. 

But he remains committed to the 
idea, especially using coconut oil to 
generate electricity in remote is- 
lands, where diesel is particularly ex- 
pensive. 

‘Coconut oil was used as a substitute 
for diesel in the Philippines during 
World War II when diesel was scarce, 
but it is only in recent years the idea 
has taken off. 

The rising cost of oil, worries that oil 
will run out and increasing concerns 
about the environmental impact of fos- 
sil fuels have all boosted attempts to 
find alternative energy sources. 


Experiment. 
In the Marshall Islands, Kramer has 
been experimenting for several years 


with trying pure coconut oil in some of g 


his vehicles, as well as heavy machis 
ery and even tug boats and a cargo 
ship. 

Some modern diesel engines are less 
tolerant of pure coconut oil. Another 
problem is that coconut oil starts to so- 
lidify below 25 degrees Celsius—but 
that is not a problem on many tropical 
islands. 

Kramer found carefully filtered co- 
conut ой with excess moisture re- 
moved worked perfectly in many 


coconut tree to gather its sap in Tolosa, 
Leyte. (— 


diesel engines. 

“With some of our trucks we run, 
‘we've been running on coconut oil for 
years and we haven't had a problem af- 
ter four or five years. But for many en- 
gines, a blend with diesel worked best 


A 


Madre, a group of healers pro- 
moting an alternative approach 
хо community health develop- 


‘Other images found homes at 


Proj. 4. 


But interestingly, two were 
delivered to provinces, symbol- 
izing support for the new breed 
of leaders, аз in the case of Is- 
abela Gov. Grace Padaca on Feb. 
19, 2005, and of Pampanga 
Gov. Ed Panlilio on Aug. 29 this 


year. 


In both instances, activist 
priest Robert Reyes, who served 
as parish priest at the Our Lady 
of Miraculous Medal Parish, 4е- 


livered the images. 
Bountiful catch 


"Wherever she (Virgin Mary's 
image) goes, 1 think thats 
where she wants to end up,” 
says Pavia, an education gradu- 


pearing before a Senate investi- 
tional right to executive privi- 


the Supreme Court 
invalidated some portions of EO 
464 but not the “constitutional- 
ly based doctrine of executive 


Santiago defined executive 
privilege as the President's pow- 
ег to withhold information on 
state secrets covering diplomat- 
іс, military, foreign relations 
and other sensitive national se- 


Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr said he 
did not expect to sce Villegas at 
the hearing today because the 
bishop had insisted on sending 
his affidavit to explain his in- 
volvement in bringing Doble 
out of the San Carlos Seminary 
to the AFP chief of staff's office 


Pimentel said he doubted 
Garcillano would appear at the 


The senator said the Senate 
had also been having difficulty 
serving Ong his summons be- 
cause the former NBI deputy di- 
rector had gone into hiding 


the Balay Pagdu-aw Ashram 
Catholic Eco-literacy Farm in 
Makato, Aklan; in a chapel in 
Pulilan, Bulacan; and in a read- 
ing center in Barangay Marilag, 


since the aborted press confer- 
ence at the San Carlos Seminary 
two years ago when Doble was 
supposed to make his exposé on 
the so-called “mother of all 
tapes.” 

Gordon said individuals who 
‘would corroborate Doble's tale 
should be summoned. “Where 
are the other 13 soldiers on his 
supposed team of wiretappers? 
Where is Samuel Ong? We need 
to ask him why he paid Doble 
P2 million and whether he was 
threatening Dobles life?” he 
asked. 


Perjured witness? 

Gordon agreed with adminis- 
tration senators that the Hello 
Garci investigation was an exer- 
cise in futility because it was all 
hanging on the word of a "per- 
jured witness,” who they 
‘claimed had lied in the House of 
Representatives and Court of 
Appeals and had admitted to 
getting paid for his services. 

Doble claimed his family was 
under threat at the time. 

Still, Pimentel argued that 
the “Hello Garci” hearing 
should continue. 

“We still have to finish 
Doble's testimony first. He still 
has plenty to зау” he said. 


with good health," says Pavia, 
who has outlived her husband 
and two of her 10 children, and 
even survived a mild stroke last 
year. Her eldest child is veteran 
journalist Jose Јов" Pavia. 

“Tm surprised I can still walk 
and do everything. 1 can still 
wash clothes,” she says. 

Pavia starts her day by pray- 
ing the rosary at 5 a.m. After 
breakfast, she reads "90 Min- 
utes in Heaven" or "Chicken 
Soup for the Mothers Soul,” 
and then tunes in to her favorite 
noontime show. 

Before she takes her after- 
moon nap at around 2:30 p.m., 
she prays the rosary again. In 
the evening, she watches reli 
gious TV programs, then the 8 
pm. Mass on the Eternal World 
Television Network (EWTN). 
On Sunday mornings, she 
watches three TV Masses, 


ate from the University of Santo 


Tomas. 


“I once told her, 1 don't know 
where to bring you. But û like 
you to go to the poor living in 
the mountains, and by the sea, 
where there is no church so that 
even once a month, they сап of- 
fer Mass and everyone can at- 


tend.” 


Pavia's favorite image is that 
of the Our Lady of Lourdes, but 


she has chosen to give a 


ages of the Our Lady of Miracu- 
lous Medal "because after all, 


S. they're all the same.” 


p 


Personal miracles 


But what about personal mir- 
aces? “1 think I've been blessed 


"We did blends anywhere from 10 
percent to 90 percent (with diesel) and 
ме found the most tolerance for all 
types of engines was a 50-50 blend." 
Experiments 

Austtalian-born entrepreneur Tony 
Deamer has also been experimenting 
in Vanuatu, running some vehicles 
from his own hire car and car dealer- 
ship on pure coconut oil. 

He has also sold a blend of 80-per- 
cent coconut ой and 20-percent 
kerosene as a diesel alternative under 
the Island Fuel brand. 

Island Fuel has been on hold re- 
cently due to some equipment prob- 
Jems, but Deamer says it will be up 
and running again soon. 

Experiments with power genera- 
tors have also been successful. In 
Vanuatu, an electricity company has 
been using diesel blended with со- 
conut ol to run a large four- 
megawatt generator. 

Deamer says the proportion of co- 
conut ой, which is 15 percent now, is 
being gradually increased to see how 
the generator performs, 

Оп Savaii island in Samoa, the elec- 
tricity company has been running one 
generator on a coconut oil blend with 
success. 

Desmer says substituting coconut 


She has also heard stories of a 
“bountiful catch” in fishing vil- 
lages following a fluvial parade 
ofthe Virgin Mary's image. 


Visionary 

"fm mot asking that 1 live 
long. But at the same time, I 
don't ask to die now," she says. 
“I'm not afraid to die anytime 
because when 1 die, Mother 
Mary will be there to welcome 
me* 

Father Reyes has described 
Pavia asa ionary" who is us- 
ing her resources "to propa- 
gate" devotion to the Our Lady 
of the Miraculous Medal and 
“ultimately, faith in the Lord." 

"At 93, she's still a visionary. 
and her vision is not abstract. 
She looks for communities and 
individuals to give away this im- 
age, which is a symbol of a peo- 
ples need for divine interven- 
tion,” Reyes says. "And she never 
expects anything. She never asks 
people to pray for her 


im- 


ой for diesel will boost the declining 
copra industry. 


Prospects promising 

“Му motivation is partly trying to 
keep some толеу going overseas here. 
in the country instead, and keep some 
employment іп rural areas," Deamer 
says. “T think it still has a future, I think 
we can make it happen." 

Cloin says the economics of using 
coconut oil for fuel are marginal, al- 
though the copra industry is already 
subsidized in many island-countries, 
making diesel substitution more vi- 
able. 

"You have to understand that with 
normal economics, it doesn’t really add 
up," he says. “But if you agree electrifica- 
tion of remote islands is a good idea and 
subsidies are a good idea, then using co 
conut ol isa good idea." 

More mechanization of the labor-in. 
tensive process of extracting the oil 
would also improve the economics. 

Kramer has developed a small 
mill—itself powered by coconut 
oil—which could be set up in a village 
tofuela generator. 

"There is definitely a future,” he 
says. "Our company recently made a 
decision to use more of it, just to try to 
get the country a little bit less depen- 
dent on imported diesel.” АЕР 


. 
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ONE OF THE MAIN DIFFER- 
ences between amnesty and а 
pardon is that an amnesty 
‘wipes out the offense, while a 
pardon remits the punishment. 
‘As stated in amnesty procla- 
‘mations signed by former Presi- 


dent Fidel V Ramos in 1992 
and his successor Joseph Estra- 
da in 1999, an amnesty "com- 
pletely obliterates” the offense. 

‘Amnesty is granted usually to 
those who commit political of- 
fenses, like treason, sedition and 
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Amnesty or pardon 


Erap open to amnesty 


From page Al 


‘proposal raised last month by Speaker Jose 
de Venecia, Rodriguez said. 

“He's open to an amnesty, but he needs to 
make sure of the provisions. It needs to Бе 
studied,” the lawmaker said. “The number 
‘one provision is that there should be no ad- 
mission of guilt.” 


No guilt implied 

“Pardon is really out," he said. 

Rodriguez said the general concept of an. 
amnesty did not consider the guilt or inno- 
cence of a recipient. 

He also said that a pardon could be 
availed of only upon final judgment. 

In that case, not only would Estrada have 
to acknowledge his guilt, he would also 
have to forego an appeal against the convic- 
tion in the Supreme Court, Rodriguez said. 

Estrada has always maintained he is inno- 
cent of the crime of plunder and that his 
six-year trial was engineered to convict him. 

Days before the court verdict, he said he 
‘would not plead with the government and 
was ready to go to prison. 

Rodriguez said that right at the outset, ап 
acquittal was impossible because it would 
have shown that Edsa П, which swept Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo into office, was il- 


legal. 

‘An acquittal of Estrada would have cast 
yet another shadow on the legitimacy of the 
Arroyo administration, he said. 

Rodriguez said he would discuss with De 
Venecia today the Speaker's proposal of а 
“wide-ranging, all-encompassing amnesty 
to cover all insurgents and all those who 
have committed political crimes against the 
state.” 

Rodriguez said he was willing to cospon 
sor an amnesty resolution with De Venecia. 
to jump-start the process. 

De Venecia has said Estrada would be 
covered by his amnesty proposal and this 
‘would be the first step toward bridging the 
political divide in the country. 

He did mot explain how his proposal 
would cover Estrada who was convicted not 
ofa political offense but of a heinous crime. 


Healing political divisions 

Malacafiang has given no definite indica- 
tion itis willing to grant amnesty to Estrada, 
but Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno recent- 
ly said it was no secret that Ms Arroyo “is 
seeking a greater national reconciliation.” 

Rodriguez said that Estrada, who appeared 
tobe in a “better mood" when he talked with 
him, was willing to study the amnesty in the 
interest of national reconciliation. 


Businessmen still cautious ... 


From page Al 


rebound should not be read with too many 
meanings, such as the Sandiganbayan deci- 
sion giving a fresh momentum (о the re- 
markable 7.5-percent annual growth rate 
of the economy for the second quarter of 
2007. 

‘The plunder decision may have brought 
closure to the most celebrated corruption 
case in this country's criminal history, but 
its too early to say our days as the "perpetu- 
al sick man of Asia” are numbered. 


Cautious 

The markets are cautious and are not 
dancing to the euphoric tune of the govern- 
ment that is now celebrating the verdict as 
а major political triumph confirming the le- 
gitimacy of the first term of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo (circa 2001-04). 

The government is also celebrating the 
verdict as а green light to “move on" toward. 
the path of putting the horses of the econo- 
my ahead of the chariots of political discord. 

The markets are merely discounting po- 
litical risks after their worst concerns over 
the violent reaction by Estrada's horde of 
urban poor fans to a conviction were not 
confirmed. 

One money trader said the decision “put 
the market at ease.” As a fund manager at 
ING Securities Philippines pointed ош, 
“There was a relief rally. The key was every- 
thing was peaceful. There were no violent 
mass actions. Those investors who re- 
mained on the sidelines can now start de- 
ploying some of their cash." 

Jose Vistan of AB Capital Securities said 
"The court has spoken. Its time to move on." 


Still a lot of hurdles 

While the markets reacted positively to 
the verdict, itis still гоо early to say that the 
political tension has totally eased. “Funda- 
mentals are starting to prevail over emo- 
tion, but there are still a lot of hurdles.” А 
well put observation, and word of caution. 

‘The markets’ perspective contrasted 
sharply with the spin given by the govern- 
ment, legal circles and politicians to the 
Sandiganbayan verdict. These quarters em- 
phasized the aspects relating to the impli- 
‘ations of the decision for the rule of law, 
the capacity of the judicial system to put 
closure to a protracted criminal case, its 
ability to punish the highest public officials, 
and the effects on political stability. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio 
put the prosecution's and the government's 
perspective aptly. 

“This is the last chance for the state to 
show that we can do it, that we can charge, 
prosecute and convict a public official re- 
gardless of his stature. It shows that our ju- 
dicial system really works," he said. 


Self-congratulatory theme 
This view is a variation on the self.congrat- 
ulatory theme that hails the verdict as the tri- 
umph of the rule of law and upholds the no- 
tion that justice is blind and is equally appli- 
cable to the high and mighty, and the most 
lowly citizen. The theme is shared by many 
among the middle class, who are mostly no 
fans of Estrada's vulgar style of presidency. 
‘When the government speaks of the “rule 
of law" we must be skeptical ‘and ask, 
“Whose rule of law? That of a government 
7 в 


with a penchant for arbitrary decisions?" 

‘The emptiness and the myth ofthis ideal- 
ized vision of the rule of law would soon be. 
put to the test when Ms Arroyo responds to 
pressure building up on her to grant Estra- 
da executive clemency in the interest of po- 
litical reconciliation. 

During Estrada's six-year detention 
while he was standing trial, it was abun- 
dantly clear that the house arrest privileges 
extended to him showed that some citizens 
were more privileged than most. 

Filipinos have long been used to this 
patent inequality and have no illusions 
about it. This is why not many made a big 
fuss over the privileges. 

The argument therefore that pardon 
would promote national reconciliation is 
undermined by the experience in the le- 
niency of Estrada's detention. 

The leniency did not make Estrada more 
conciliatory with Ms Arroyo and did not 
cause him to abstain from involvement in 
plots to destabilize the administration, in- 
cluding the 2003 Oakwood mutiny by ju- 
nior military officers. 

Partisans restrained 

Whether the decision would bring politi- 
cal stability depends on how soon Estrada 
supporters would accept that the decision 
has reduced him into a spent political force. 

Indeed, Estrada, to his credit, restrained 
his partisans from taking to the streets to 
protest his conviction, counseling them 
that the courts of justice have spoken, al- 
though on first impulse, he denounced the 
court, saying, “This court was created to 
convict me.” 

By then, Estrada seems well aware of the 
reality that he could no longer summon mobs 
of his urban poor fanatics to storm Mala- 
cafiang on the scale they did on May 1, 2001. 

Ms Arroyo's main concern is that the de- 
cision would put an end to destabilization 
talk, but this is a forlorn hope. She said: 
"We live by the rule of law. We abide by 
what the courts of the land decide.” 

Her spokesperson said Ms Arroyo was “elat- 
ed" and “vindicated” by the guilty verdict, and 
felt her administration would become more 
stable. Vindicated, but only up to a point. 
First battle of legitimacy 

‘The decision vindicated the legitimacy of 
her presidency from 2001 to 2004 because 
ап acquittal would have undermined the 
Supreme Court decision of March 2001, 
which held that Ms Arroyo's accession to the 
presidency after Estrada vacated Malacafiang 
following the civilian-military bloodless coup 
of Jan. 21 2001, was legitimate. 

‘The Sandiganbayan closed that chapter 
of the first battle for legitimacy. 

‘The second battle, which flared after the 
emergence of the "Hello Garci" tapes on ће 
2004 presidential election, is still being 
fought. It is fraught with volatility and risks 
of instability. Ms Arroyo is accused of rig- 
ging the presidential election in her favor. 
She has denied any wrongdoing 

‘The business community and the Arroyo 
administration fear instability most be- 
cause it could unsettle the momentum of 
high economic growth. 

‘This is part of what the businessmen call 
“a lot of hurdles” that stand in the v. , to 
sustained high economic growth. This is 
what made them cautious. 


rebellion. It is usually given to 
more than one person, such as 
when Estrada extended amnesty 
to members of the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front in 2000. 

Тһе President сап grant 
amnesty only upon approval of 


the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. 

А common provision in 
amnesty proclamations ге 
quires the persons involved to 
apply for amnesty within а 
specified period. 


On the other hand, a pardon 
is given by the President only 
after a person has been con- 
vieted by final judgment. It 
condones infractions of the 
peace of the state. 

There are two types of par- 


100 convicts want to serve E 


don. Absolute pardon frees the 
convicted person without any 
conditions whatsoever. Condi- 
tional pardon does not become 
operative until the grantee has 
performed a specific act. Cyril L. 
Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


rap’s term 


From page Al 


‘willingness to add Estrada's jail term 
to their own so they could serve it for 
him, the молел learned yesterday. 

In their letter addressed to Estrada, 
they proposed to divide among them- 
selves the maximum 40-year jail term 
meted out to him by the Sandigan- 
bayan, which convicted the deposed 
President of plunder last week. 

“Kung maaaring pahintulutan ng 
ating pamahalaan, nais sana namin 
maidagdag na lamang за aming 
pagkakakulong ang parusang pang 
habangbuhay na sa inyo ay iginawad 


"WE WILL HAVE THE LAST 
laugh. It will be the people who 
will celebrate in the end." 

So said Joseph Estrada in light 
of Friday's “thanksgiving dinner" 
attended by the prosecutors and 
lawyers who helped build and 
win the plunder case against 
bim. 

Asked sbout the "Boracay 
Mansion" which the Sandigan- 


Last laugh will be ours’ 


bayan ordered forfeited to the 
government, Estrada said he had 
nothing to do with the now aban- 
doned P142-million property. 

He said he had merely "bor- 
rowed” it from businessman 
Jaime Dichaves, a coaccused, 
"when his house at WackWack 
was undergoing general repairs. 

"I never owned that," Estrada 
said. Jocelyn R. Uy 


(f our government would allow it, 
ош wish is that your prison term just 
be added to our otvn)," they said іп 
the letter read out to the INgURER by 
prison chaplain Robert Olaguer 

n effect, the 100 or so convicts 
would be serving an additional 
term of about five months each on 
behalf of Estrada. 

The inmates’ letter was neatly 
scribbled on three sheets of yellow 
pad, which Olaguer seid he intended 
to mail to Estrada's rest house іп 
Tanay, Rizal, where the ousted leader 
has been detained since 2004. 

Although not a former death con- 
viet, exCalauan Mayor Antonio 
Sanchez—who was sentenced to life 
imprisonment for the rapeslay of 
Eileen Sarmenta, a University of the. 
Philippines at Los Bafios student, and 
the murder of her companion, Allan 
Gomez, in 1993—also signed the let- 
ter, according to the chaplain. 


much they love me? I am really 
touched), Estrada said with а 
hearty laugh when the Inquirer told 
him of the prisoners letter. 

‘The Sandiganbayan Special Divi 
sion sentenced Estrada to reclusion 
perpetua, or a minimum of 20 years 
and a maximum of 40 years impris- 
onment. А 

Assistant Chief State ‘Prosecutor 
Richard Fadullon said the prisoners’ 
wish might be а show of love for 
Estrada but was “not legally possible.” 


Absurd, nontransferable 

"The sentence is personal. You can't 
say Tm giving someone the special 
power of attomey to serve my sen- 
tence,” Fadullon said. 

“The case is against a certain per- 
son. He alone is the one who must 
serve it. I think that proposition is 
absurd. Its an indication of their 
devotion to Mr. Estrada." 

Olaguer said he would give a copy 
of the lexer to the Church-run Radio 
Veritas for it to be read on the air 

7 told the inmates that their pro- 
posal was impossible but they said it 
was one way of showing their support 
for the former President, he said. 

The inmates, currently incarcer- 
ated in the NBP's maximum securi- 
ty compound, were among the 


Irony of fate 

Тһе offer came as a surprise to 
Estrada, who—ironically and over 
the protests of human rights 
groups—saw to the execution by 
lethal injection of seven men, most- 
ly rapists, during his term. 

“Ganoon па ba talaga ako nila 
kamahal? Nakakabagbag- 
damdamin naman (1з that how 


Visit 
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more than 100 convicts whose 
death sentences were commuted to 
life by Estrada while he was under- 
going an impeachment trial at the 
Senate in December 2000. 

‘The prisoners said in their leter 
they would protect Estrada from 
harm should the court decide to trans- 
fer him from Tanay to the cramped 
national penitentiary. 


The boy Ticman 

One of the signatories was Raul 
Тістап, who vividly recounted to 
Olaguer the time he was a boy in 
school and Estrada, then the may- 
or of Son Juan, visited their 
school, bodily lifted him and 
handed him a Nutri-bun, a vita- 
min-fortified bread distributed to 
schoolchildren. 

"He (Ticman) was really dis- 
traught after the promulgation of 
the verdict (on Estrada)," the priest 
said, adding that he saw Tieman 
crying under a tree after watching 
the live broadcast of the promulga- 
tion. 

Another inmate who signed the 
letter was Eleuterio Dimapilis, who 
Olaguer said appeared in several 
movies with Estrada and the late Fer- 
nando Poe Jr as a stunt man. With а 
report from Leila B. Salaverria 
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Rabies prompts state of calamity 


DAGUPAN CITY—MAN'S BEST 
friend is causing a plague in 
Bauang, La Union, prompting 
officials to join hands in vacci- 
nating all dogs in the town and 
neighboring areas due to the up- 


SOUTHERN LIN зине! 
nd Fior, Los Baos Biag. 
or Peñaranda and Aga 5н. 


savas яи 
oe Canu Daty Mews 

TS Esearo SL, Cebu Oty 
ла es (092) 250082209." No. (082124417701071 
Fico (032 232.0038 Faso (08212441771 

Pm гек гоп. tana Заповіді 


mwanao BUREAU 
FEP Prio Co бор. 
Maa Rost Davao Gly 


те yore 
pue 


E 


BIOGAS POWER 


‘The Iloilo City government is planning to convert the waste from this dump in Calajunan, Mandurriao, Iloilo City, into electricity with the proposed biogas 
generation facility that is expected to provide six megawatts power to the town. The initiative is proposed by the Philippine Bio Sciences Co. Inc. 


Women start back-to-bayong drive in Pampanga 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


APALIT, PAMPANGA—OUT WITH PLAS- 
tic bags. Go back to using bayong. Make 
the shift to protect the one world we live 
fn, 


Picking up that cause, the wives of 
20 Pampanga mayors and Rep. Juan 
‘Miguel Arroyo's spouse Angela began 
here on Sunday the distribution of at 
east 200,000 pieces of bayong or 
hand-woven rattan ог buri bags 

Ë throughout the province. 

“f suggest you start using the ba- 
‘yong kasi mas marami ang nailalagay 
‘at di na kailangang gumamit ng plas- 
tic bags (because it can carry more 
items and you don’t have to use plas- 


tic bags anymore),” said the usually 
timid Angela, the sweat from the 
morning's heat rolling down her face. 

‘Arroyo turned up to show support 
to the advocacy of the Mayors’ Re- 
sponsible Spouses (MRS). 

Arroyo came as did the mayors whose 
wives, though involved in civic causes, 
embarked collectively for the frst time on 
this environmental protection campaign. 

Television host and environment 
advocate Christine Bersola-Babao 
joined the launch at the public mar- 
ket, giving also a short talk on how 
plastic bags, if not reused or disposed 
of properly, hurt nature and people. 

“Plastic bags produce toxic bits that 
pollute our water and soil, Sea mam- 
mals like dolphins and whales die 
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when they eat plastics. Our rivers get 
logged with plastics and worsen our 
floods," Bersola-Babao said. 

Her pitch fits right in Pampanga, а 
fiood-prone province. All waters from 
30 rivers all over Central Luzon drain 
toward the Pampanga River before 
emptying into the Manila Bay. 

‘The province's three major rivers 
are clogged with lahar, mainly com- 
posed of sand, from Mt. Pinatubo's 
1991 eruptions. 

"To about 400 women who lined up to 
get their free bayong, Bersole-Babao 
showed them her own bayong, a shop- 
ping bag made out of earth friendly syn- 
thetic stuff, a picture frame made out of 
recycled tetra packs and the children's 
book she wrote, "Basura Monster" 
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has moved to its new Corporate Headquarters. 
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29 EDSA, Mandaluyong City 1550 
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“I started using bayong when I was 
in high school. Its my personal little 
way of helping Mother Earth. 1 hope 
you also start using the bayong,” 
Bersola-Babao told the crowd. They 
shouted in unison: “Yes!” 

“Wag tayo bilitapon, bilitapon 
(Let's put an end to a cycle of discard- 
ing plastic bags)," she said, emphasiz- 
ing her pitch for reduce-reuse-recycle 
approach in waste management. 

MRS president Lani Pelayo, wife of 
Candaba Mayor Jerry Pelayo, cited a 
study that showed it takes 1,000 
years for plastic bags to degrade: 

"Did you know that BO percent of the 
groceries and convenience stores all 
over the world packed goods in plastic 
bags? Between 500 billion and a tril- 
lion plastic bags are consumed world- 
wide,” Pelayo said, sharing a data she 
gotfrom green groups on the Internet. 

"We bought the bayong initially from 
Bicol. We bought those [using] our own 
money and some contributions from 
private groups. То sustain these and 
convince more families to turn to bay- 
ong, we are starting projects in making 
bags out of water Ше that abound in 
our rivers,” Pelayo told the inguman. 
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surge of rabies cases, 


Provincial agriculturist Avelino Lomboy 
said the Bauang officials declared the town 
under a state of calamity after 95 people were 
reported to be infected with rabies. Three per- 
sons have died since January this year 

“The most number of cases came from the vil- 
lages of Central West and Parian West, Lomboy 
told the Incun by telephone on Sunday. 

‘The provincial government has vaccinat- 
ed 450 dogs in the town while the Bauang 
government is ready to buy more antirabies 
vaccines, he said. 

“We are undertaking massive antirabies 
vaccination, with personnel going around the 
villages giving dogs the needed shot," he said. 

Lomboy said the provincial government 
had also asked the national government for 
more antirabies vaccines so they can under- 
take a province-wide vaccination. 

He said there was no record of the num- 
ber of rabid dogs because they were more 
focused on the people affected. 

He said he put his dog to sleep after it 
was bitten by a rabid stray dog. "My dog got 
out of the gate and was bitten, so while іс 
hurt, we had to kill it,” he added. 

Bauang has an ordinance prohibiting 
stray dogs. Penalty is P1,000 for every un- 
confined dog. 

"But the local government is having a diffi- 
cult time in implementing it,” Lomboy seid. 
He said a rabid dog is restless, red-eyed, with 
dripping saliva and is always moving. The 
dog can be exceptionally aggressive and may 
attack without provocation, 

In Bulacan, officials in Bustos town have 
been pushing for a mandatory vaccination. 
of pet dogs there to prevent rabies infection. 

Mayor Carlito Reyes said the provincial 
board was seriously considering the town's 
proposal to have all dogs vaccinated. 

Since the implementation of the town's 
antirabies program, a number of families 
refused to subject their pet dogs to vaccina- 
tion, claiming that their pets became weak 
due to the effects of the medicines, he said, 

‘Aman died recently of rabies infection and 
40 people were infected with rabies in Bustos. 

‘Through a provincial board resolution, the. 
Bustos local government placed Barangay Li- 
ciada under a state of calamity to facilitate 
the immediate release of funds for vaccina- 
tion and medical needs of the residents who 
were infected with rabies. Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes, Inquirer Northern Luzon, and 
Carmela Reyes, Inquirer Central Luzon 
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BAGUIO CITY—INDIGENOUS LEADERS 

d representatives have hailed as a 
"historic milestone" the adoption on 
Thursday of the United Nations Declara- 
tion on the Rights of Indigenous Peo- 
ples. 

Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, chair of the UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 
said the declaration would pave the "build- 
ing of partnerships between states and in- 
digenous peoples for a more just апа sus- 
tainable world." 

"Sept. 13, 2007 will be remembered as 
a day that the United Nations and"its mer 
ber states, together with indigenous peo- 
ples, reconciled with painful histories and 
decided to march into the future on the 
path of human rights," Tauli-Corpuz said in 
а statement from the UN headquarters in 
New York. 

Before the UN concluded its 61st 
General Assembly, 144 countries, in- 
cluding the Philippines, voted for the 
declaration, which indigenous repre- 
sentatives have helped draft and have 
been pushing to be adopted for the past. 
23 years. 

Four countries (United States, Canada, 
‘Australia and New Zealand) voted against 
and 11 abstained. 

"We are definitely happy [over the dec- 
laration's adoption], but it's a shame that 
four countries with significant indige- 
nous populations have voted against it," 
Joan Carling, Philippine Indigenous Peo- 
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Indigenous peoples laud new UN declaration 


ples Human Rights Watch coordinator, 
said. 

The declaration, although non-binding, 
sets out the individual and collective rights 
of indigenous peoples, including their 
rights to culture, identity, language, em- 
ployment, health, education and other is- 
sues. 

It stresses the rights of indigenous peo- 
ples to maintain and strengthen their own. 
institutions, cultures and traditions and to 
pursue their development in keeping with 
their own needs and aspirations. These 
were also referred as the right to self-deter- 
mination, 


Discrimination 

It also prohibits discrimination against 
indigenous peoples and promotes their 

апа effective participation" in all mat- 
ters that concern them, and their right to 
remain distinct and pursue their own vi- 
sions of economic and social develop- 
ment. 

‘The Human Rights Council adopted the 
declaration in June 2006, over the objec- 
tions of some member states with sizeable 
indigenous populations. 

‘The UN General Assembly deferred con- 
sideration of the text late last year at the be- 
hest of African countries, which raised ob- 
jections about language on self-determina- 
tion and the definition of "indigenous" peo- 
ple, ] 

The new declaration is expected to 
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MAYNILAD SCHEDULES SIX SIMULTANEOUS 
INTERCONNECTION WORKS ON SEPT. 22 & 23, 2007; 
32-HOUR TEMPORARY WATER CUTOFF TO AFFECT 
SOUTH PORTION OF WEST ZONE 


MAYNILAD Water Services Inc. will conduct six major interconnection works of primary. 
pipelines, as well as other operational maintenance works, in several portions of its 
concession to improve water supply to Manila, Pasay, Makati, Las Piñas, Preque and 
avite. 

While the project is being implemented, water supply to the whole of Pasay, Las 
Piñas, Parafaque, and some arcas of Makati, Manila and Cavite will be temporarily 
affected. A water service interruption will take place for 32 hours, starting at 1 a.m., 
Saturday, September 22, 2007, until 9:00 a.m., Sunday, Sept. 23, 2007. 

‘The nature of the project involves'the following: 

Two interconnection works will be done in Manila (the 800-mm by 2200-mm 
Binondo fine interconnection at Jaboneros St. comer Muelle dela Industria, and the 500- 
mm by 500-mm line interconnection inside the Anda Circle), 

‘Another interconnection will be in Pasay (the 600-mm by 1050-mm line along 
Roxas Blvd. corner Russell St.) 

In Рагайацие City, three interconnections works and the insertion of a 450-mm 
butterfly valve on the existing 450-mm SP line will be done to complete the pipelaying 
activity along Sucat Road from Kabihasnan to Lopez. 

Due to these simultaneous interconnection works, the following areas will 
have no water for 32 hours: 

In Manila: Intramuros, Ermita, Paco and Malate. 
In Pasay: San Isidro, San Jose, Sta. Clara, San Rafael, San Roque, Malibay and 
NAIA Area, 

In Makati: Palanan, San Isidro, Bangkal and Magallanes 

In Paraiiaque: Baclaran, Tambo, Don Galo, Sto. Nino, Merville, San Dionisio, 
Moon Walk, Sun Valley, San Isidro, San Martin de Porres and Marcelo Green. 

In Las Piñas: laya, Manuyo Uno, Poblacion, Pulang Lupa Uno, Talaba, Zapote, 
Pamplona, Pulang Lupa Dos and CAA. 

In Cavite: portions of Bacoor and Imus. 

To alleviate the water situation of affected residents, Maynilad will be deploying 
a total of 62 mobile water tankers. Affected customers are nonetheless advised to store 
water good for the duration of the water service interruption. 

For more information, customers may call Maynilad Water Hotlines 1626 or 
4362000, or text Maynilad 2898 for the water-rationing schedule. 


MAYNILAD WATER SERVICES, INC. 


serve as reference and frame- 
work by governments, UN agen- 
cies and the private sector in im- 


plementing what indigenous 
leaders call "a human rights- 
based approach to development" * 
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. Maurice Malanes, Inquir- 
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W. Visayas 
workers get 
P13 to P41 
wage hikes 


BACOLOD GIY— 
"The Regional Tipar- 
tke Wages and Pro- 
ductivity | Board 
(RIWPR) on Sept. 12 
approved a wage in- 
crease for Westem 
Visayas ranging 

P13 to P41 that is ex- 
pected to take effect 
Оа.1. 

RTWPB labor rep- 
resentative Wennie 
Sancho said those 
who receive less will 
get a larger and 
staggered wage 
hike. 

‘Those receiving 
wages of P222 day, 
mainly those in the 
industrial/commer- 
cial sector will get 
an increase of P13 a 
day. 

Those receiving 
P194 а day, involv- 
ing those in the re- 
tail/service sector 
will be granted P41 
hike on a staggered 
basis. 

‘The first P15 dai- 
ly wage increase 
will take effect upon 
the effectivity of the 
order; another Р15 
after six months; 
and P11 more on 
Sept. 30, 2008, San- 
cho said 

The new wage or- 
der would be submit- 
ted to the National 
Wages and Produc- 
tivity Commission be- 
fore implementation, 
labor representative 
John Peter Milan 
said. Carla P Gomes, 
Inquirer Visayas 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr: 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—A FEDERATION OF FISHER- 
folk organizations has questioned the P118- 
million reimbursement given to Petron Corp. 
for the clean up of areas affected by the oil 
spill in Guimaras. 

"The Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mama- 
malakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) also urged. 
the London-based International Oil Pollution. 
Compensation Fund (IOPCF), an inter-govem- 
mental agency compensating ой spill victims, 
to recall the reimbursement and use the 
amount to compensate the affected residents. 

їп a letter to IOPCF officials, Pamalakaya 
chair Fernando Hicap said Petron should not be 
reimbursed for its expenses because ће giant 
ой firm was allegedly responsible for the ой 
spill, considered the country’s worst environ- 
mental disaster, when the MT Solar I sank in 
the waters of Guimaras on Aug. 11, 2006 and 
spilled around 2.1 million liters of bunker fuel. 

‘The IOPCF said in a June 12, 2007 report 
of its executive committee that it had reim- 
bursed Р118 million to Petron Corp. for 
shoreline clean up. The ой firm had submit 
ted a claim of P196 million. 

Hicap noted that paying Petron for its ex- 
penses was “grossly immoral and totally 
unfair to the victims of Guimaras oil spill 
tragedy and “a direct assault to the people's 
quest for truth, justice and fair play.” 

He cited the Special Board of Marine In 
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quiry (SBMD, which investigated the sink- 
ing and oil spill, and found Petron liable for 
overloading the sunken vessel that con- 
tributed to the sinking of the tanker. Petron 
has repeatedly denied this allegation. 

‘But the IOPCF defended the reimburse- 
ment. Capt. Patrick Joseph, IOPCF claims 
manager, said in a letter to Hicap dated Aug. 
28, that the payments "were in respect of the 
‘costs incurred by Petron in conducting clean 
up operations, which could also be consid- 
ered ‘preventive measures’ since they pre- 
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vented further damage by contamination." 
Не said the cost incurred by Petron was sou- 
tinized and compared with the information 
provided by experts appointed by the РСЕ 
and the insurance frm Shipowners Club. 
Joseph also pointed out that the payment was 
in accordance with the criterion and polices 
provided in the IOPCF's 1992 Fund Assembly. 
But Hicap said the reimbursement al- 
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“Naalala ko pe noong una ko "long 
naramdaman.” sabi ni Donna, isang 30 year- 
ld secretary. "t was iate, around eight o'clock, 
pero may tnatapos ра ako sa office. l'd been 
typing the whole day, then biglang nangalay 
ako. Graba, naging эй! talaga ang mga kamay 
kol ‘DI ko matapos-tapos yung 
pag-type ko” 

"lang buwang tiniis to m 
Donna. Pabalik-balik ang 
matinding pangangalay at 
d 
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pang lower back pains to. "Since | was always 
Sing down, my back would hurt. Hassle talaga. 
Minsan nagsasabay ра ang dalawa.” 

Hindi nagtagal, naapektuhan ang trabaho ni 
Donna. “Sinisa ako ng boss ko dahi ang bagal 
ко raw magirabaho. Eh ang sakit talaga mag- 
encode. Kailangan talags dahan-dahan. 

Napadalas ang pag-OT ni Donna parè 
habuin ang tumatambek niyang rabaho. Kaya 
naman islong lumala ang mga problema niya 
за katawan. 


"Sinisita akt 


апо bagal ko'ti 
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most absolved the company of апу viola- 
tion and, instead, relegated it to a status of 
a victim, rather than a principal offender. 
He said the P118 million should better 
put into use by giving it to all the victims of 
the oil spill. 
‘The IOPCF has paid a total of P169.9 mil- 


„lion to 22,644 claimants. But there were 


still pending claims from affected sectors. 
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Imelda in hospital gets rumor mill going 


By Margaux C. Ortiz and. People close to Marcos quickly fied by one of Marcos’ aides asBa- Marcos room sald that she was in 
Kenneth М, del Rosario dismissed this as untrue and said by Locsin. for a checkup and was scheduled 
it was simply one of the proce- "Тіз is only part of her execu- to go home today. 
FORMER FIRST LADY IMELDA dures she must undergo as partof tive checkup,” the woman had "If it were serious, her children 
Marcos checked into St, Luke's her checkup. said. ‘would be here right now” said the 
Medical Center in Quezon City This, however, did notstop her Тһе қолаға tried to reach bodyguard, who spoke on condi- 
Saturday night apparently for supporters from gathering out- Marcos attending physician, О: tion of anonymity, 
her annual medical checkup side the hospital to pray and offer Joven Cuanang, medical director Незгі Marcos son, Ferdinand 
and for what a former aide, Sol songs for her quick recovery. They of St, Luke's and a neurologist, but Jr, was in London while daughter, 
Vanzi, described as “ailing carried pictures ofthe former first the doctor was notin his office, Irene, was in the United States. El- 
knees.” Jody and the Philippine flag, The soom whee an- destImee, on the other hand, was 
But Agence France Presse in a 1 don't think [that she is relly giograms—basically Хауз that “somewhere in the Philippines." 
photo release reported that Mar- ill" said a woman who was show what is going on with the Тһе bodyguard said Marcos 
cos was to undergo an angiogram about to enter the presidential heart—are done was closed yes- was accompanied by her sister, a SUPPORTERS of former first lady Imelda Marcos rushed to St, 
to find out if she had coronary suite where Marcos was confined. terday Ms Yap, and her adopted daugh- Luke's Medical Center In Quezon City to offer songs and prayers for 
artery disease, The woman was later identi- А bodyguard stationed outside ter Aimee. her quick recovery upon hearing that she was at the hospital. are 
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Hairloss 
Stops At 
Svenson 
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Tighter watch 
on oil depot, 
US Embassy 


By Allison W. Lopez 


THE MANILA POLICE DISTRICT HAS FORMED TWO TASK FORCES 
to protect two of ће city's vital installations—the Pandacan oil depot 
and the United States Embassy—from possible attacks to be 


launched by terrorist groups. 

‘An order issued recently by acting MPD 
director Senior Supt. Danilo Abarzosa 
called for the creation of Task Force Panda- 
can and Task Force US Embassy to guard 
the two installations. 

‘Task Force Pandacan will be headed by 
Supt. Efren Perez while Task Force US Em- 
bassy will be led by Supt. Edgar Cabrera 
Danao. The two officials will each have under 
their supervision eight minor task groups. 

 Abarzosa said in his order that the for- 
mation of the two task forces was part of 
the contingency plan for the security and 
protection of the two structures against 
possible “attacks, sabotage operations by 
the Abi Sayyaf Group, communist terrorist 
movements, Muslim extremists, interna- 
tional terrorists with links to locat groups, 
organized crime groups, and other lawless 
elements." 

"Recent developments indicate that the 
ASG, other extremists and communist 
groups, and the Alex Boncayao Brigade are 
still major threats to the security of the 
country," the order, a copy of which was ob- 


tained by the INQUIRER, said. 

‘Any disruption in the operations of the 
three oil companies (Petron, Chevron and 
Shell) in the depot “can paralyze the whole 
of Metro Manila or the entire act of gover- 
nance,” it added. 

The Pandacan oil depot supplies about 
50 percent of Luzon's fuel requirements 
and more than 80 percent of the metropo- 
lis diesel and gasoline requirements. 

Abarzosa said that the “possibilities of 
sudden attacks and sabotage operations to 
the Pandacan oil depot... and the US Em- 
bassy... could not be discounted." 

The Supreme Court has yet to make a fi 

1 ruling on the petition to shut down the 
oil depot and move it to an area where іс 
would not pose a threat to residents. 

The US Embassy, on the other hand, is a 
favorite of protesters. Just recently, ac- 
tivists tried to hold a rally in front of the 
embassy to protest the detention of Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines founding 
chair Jose Ma. Sison at The Hague. He was 
released last week. 


FOR: THE FASTEST KNOCKDOWN. 


Anytime of the year, Dengue-carrying mosquitoes can pack a serious punch to your family’s h 
Hit them hard - spray day and night, Use Baygon Mosquito Killer with the new faste: 


ROAD WIDENING PROJECT GONE PFFT 


Jas, 22, of Navotas City sent this text message: “Parked trallers and huge trucks block the newly renovated Dalagang 
Bukid Street near the boundary of Malabon and Navotas cities. This does not only make the already widened road 


‘narrow, but also creates an opportunity for holdup men to attack unsuspecting passersby.” 


on Camarin Street near Hillcrest Vil- 
lage where we iive. This Is caused bya 
careless contractor who just aban- 
dons the digging after his crew's work 
is done. Motorists have also com 
plained about this because of the dam- 
age done to their vehicles. Thanks for 
your help). 

Dr. Angelito Baloy, 46, Camarin, 

Caloocan City 


Video shop admits kids 
Avidoo games shop located on the 2nd 
floor of Times Plaza, corner Taft Av- 
enue and UN Avenue, allows 
schoolchildren to play video games 
during school days. I was there at 
10:15 a.m. last Thursday, Sept. 6, and 
зам students from Araullo High School 


Calling Maynilad! 

Makailang ulit ko nang tinawag ang 
pansin ng Maynilad tungkol sa isang 
bungkal sa kalye Camarin Road 
malapit sa amin sa Hillcrest Vilage 
na gawa ng isang walang pakundan- 
gang contractor nila na walang habas 
na huhukay sa kalye at hahayaan ang 
bungkal pag tapos na ang trabaho 
nila. Matagal nang reklamo ng mga 
dumadaang motorista ang pesteng 
bungkal sa kalye dahil nakasisira ng 
kanilang sasakyan. Salamat sa iny- 
‘ong tulong (i have called the attention 
of Maynilad several times to a digging 


Ith, 
t knockdown formula. 


JMGUOPAZAUN 


and grade schoo! pupils from Montes- 
воп Villagers schoo! in Quezon Clty 
there, Yet there were signs saying that 
all grade school and high schoo! stu- 
dents In uniform are nat allowed to play 
there according to a city ordinance, 

L. Castañeda, 50, Makati Cly 


Where’s the garbage man? 
Dalawang beses lang sa isang linggo 
kinokolekta ang basura dito. Bulok 
na ang mga Ito bago kunin. Sana 
kunin araw-araw. (The garbage col- 
lectors coma only twice a week In our 
area. The garbage is already rotting by 
the time they drop by. We hope Itis 
collected dally.) 

Riza de Leon, 50, Dolores Streat, 

Malate, Manila 


THE POWER 15 YOURS 
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MMDA flood control | 
project results in 
heavy traffic on Edsa 


By DJ Yap 


THOUGH IT WAS A SUNDAY, TRAFFIC 
crawled at a snail's pace in some parts of 
Edsa yesterday as personnel of the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Author- 
ity dug holes on the sidewalk to lay 
drainage pipes in line with its flood control 
project. 

Motorists, who were not warned about 
the obstruction, had to endure bumper-to- 
bumper traffic, particularly on the south- 
bound lane in Quezon City. 

From lunchtime until well into the after- 
noon, traffic was heaviest at the site of the. 
diggings—the southbound lane at the cor- 
ner of Edsa and Scout Borromeo Street, and 
Main Avenue—according to the MMDA 
Metrobase. 

The southbound lane of Shaw Boulevard 
was also clogged but this was due largely to 
potholes, Metrobase said. 


But elsewhere on Edsa, the flow of vehi- 
cles was smooth. 

MMDA Sidewalk Clearing Operations 
Group head Roberto Esquivel said the dig- 
ging and pipe-laying would involve the en- 
tire stretch and both lanes of Edsa and was 
expected to be finished by today. 

“Anyway, the materials are ready so itll 
be finished in no time. In the meantime, ev- 
eryone just has to put up with it a little 
more," he said in a phone interview. 

"We have to do this so that whether it's 
sunny or rainy, traffic will flow smoothly. 
This will be good for the traffic situation in 
the long run,” Esquivel added. 

‘According to the MMDA official, the lay- 
ing of pipes would be done in areas that are 
prone to flooding whenever there isa heavy 
downpour. 

A similar project is planned on the 
stretches of Osmefia Highway and Gil Puy- 
at Avenue in Makati, he added. 
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NOT AFILM LIBRARY 


No, itisn'ta film library or cinema house where memorabilia fans can catch flicks made by or starring Ramon 
Revilla Sr. and Ramon “Bong” Revilla Је, who were movie stars before they became senators of the Republic. The 
function hall on Aguinaldo Highway, Bacoor in Cavite is owned by Bong's younger brother, Bacoor Mayor Strike 
Revilla. It is a venue for memorable and once-in-a-lfetime occasions 


conferences and other gatherings. 


weddings, baptismal and birthdays, 


Acting Manila police director still waiting for transfer papers 


By Allison W. Lopez 


ACTING MANILA POLICE 
District (MPD) director, Se- 
nior Supt. Danilo Abarzosa, 
yesterday confirmed his 
transfer to the Philippine Na- 
tional Police Academy in 
Silang, Cavite. 

He clarified, however, that he 
was only informed verbally by 
some PNP officials about his 
new post and that he has yet ro 


‘Abarzosa. 


starts at 


$352* 


4-Night cruise Dec 07, 2007 
Melbourne e Sydney e Bri 


receive a transfer order 
“So far, wala pa naman itong 
panibagong order. Yun naman 
ay kung among magiging ka- 
pasiyahan ng ating nakakataas 
(So far, there's no new order 
yet. It will depend on the d 
Sion of my superio," 


"Kung ano naman ang mag- 
ing kapasiyahan, 
natin. Natural lang naman na 
ma-assign tayo sa ibang office 


added. 
said 


susundin РА іп Silang, Cavite. 


ithe Star “guide, you: 
аала 


Avail our Early Bird Fares NOW! Just book your cruise оп or 
before October 31, 2007 and enjoy a fun-filled vacation that 


only Star Cruises can provide. Supers 


г Gemini offers world 


class entertainment, luxurious accomodation, full board 
meals, sports and fun activities for the whole family. 


Ж Rates are per person on Inside Stateroom, twin sharing (cruise fare only). 
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METRO MANLAAGENTS: 
Cruise Shop Plus 4390360 
GSACrulses 17067245 
Horizon Travel 3061500 
Infinite Travel | 5215125 
Oltremare Tours 5217690 
Pan Pacifc Travel 2438686 
Rajah Travel 5238801 
Travel Unlimited 9442501 

fe Uni-Orient Travel 2433808 


+ PROVINCIAL AGENTS: 
Ties That Travel (Pampanga) 
‘Cebu Fortune Travel (Cebu) 
Destinations Specialist (Cebu), 
Grandeastasia Travel (Davao) 
Konsturs & Travel Corp (Cagayah De Oro) = 


раға lumawak ра ang ating 
kaalaman (Whatever will be 
their decision, I will abide by it. 
Ies only natural that would be 
assigned to another office to 
broaden my knowledge),” he 


Since July, it has been report- 
ed that Abarzosa would be ap- 
pointed the director of the PN- 


This was even confirmed by 
PNP chief Director General 


andicallfnow!it 


Oscar Calderon who said that 
the MPD chief's transfer was 
part of the “usual” reshuffle of 
officers. 

One of the names that 
cropped up as his replacement 
was Chief Supt. Roberto Ros- 
ales, Southern Police District di- 
rector 

Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim, 
however, said that he wanted 
Abarzosa to stay on because 
"he's doing a good job." 


The MPD chief told the In- сі 
Quinza that Lim, who has given 
him his vote of confidence, in- 
formed him that he wanted his. 
promotion to chief superinten- 
dent to be finalized before he 
was transferred. 

He also thanked Lim for 
giving him the chance to con- 
tinue serving at MPD and 
added that it was an "honor 
to serve the National Capital 
Region Police Office, espe- 


lly in Manila where Mala- 
cafang and the US Embassy 
are located." 

Abarzosa admitted that it has 
been a "big challenge" to be at 
the helm of MPD, where several 
vital installations are located, 
but given a choice, he would 
rather stay on as chief of the 
capital city’s police 

Abarzosa was appointed off 
cer in charge of the MPD in Aug. 
2006. 
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as they deliver the news 


By Jeannette |. Andrade E 
PEDRO. SADUESTE WAS IN 
the thick of the grueling Tour of 
Luzon biking competition 42 
years ago when tragedy struck. 

A truck ran over a group of 
bikers, including Sadueste, in 
Bulacan., Four men died. 
Sadueste survived but was fit- 
ted with a steel cap on his head, 
а constant reminder of his 
brush with death. 

Now 60 years old, Sadueste 
scil rides his bike, this time to 
deliver newspapers to Marikina 
City residents, a job he has been 
doing for the last 30 years. 

“Kailangang kumita. Kailan- 
gang walang palya ang pag- 
bebenta ng diyaryo para kumita. 
Kahit magkasakit, hindi puedeng 
tumigil ( need to sell newpapers 
to eam money. Even if I get sick, 
1 can't stop),” Sadueste, Mang 
Pedro to friends, said. 

He is one of many newspaper 
delivery people who have 
availed of free medical services. 
provided by фе Inoue in 
partnership with United Labo- 
ratories. The pharmaceutical 
firm, through Transfarma Un 
lab Consumer Health represen- 
tatives Delia Almenzor and А 
gusto Cristi Jr, donated vita- 
mins, food supplements and 
medicines. 

The weekly medical missions. 
conducted in selected areas in 
Metro Manila and key cities 
outside the metropolis, are part 
of the “Partner Ко, Alaga ko" 
project of the Igumris circula- 
Чоп department, with volun- 
teers from different nursing 
schools and hospitals. 

One recent Saturday morn- 
ing, the Inguma and its part- 
ners went to Cubao, Quezon 
Cim: Sadueste was there, along 

around 150 other newspa- 
per vendors, their dependents 
and some residents in the area. 

Sodueste said it was the sec- 
ond time he availed of the mis- 
sion's free medical checkup. Не 
also brought along his son. 
“Malaking tulong ang mga gani- 
tong bagay sa amin. Asikasong- 
asikaso kami. Menos gastos pa sa 
pang-araw araw (This is a big 
help to us. We are well taken 
care of. We also save money for 
our daily expenses),” he said. 

Dio Pinco, 33, who has been 
selling newspapers for 25 years, 
told the Ingumen the medical 
missions were a big help be- 
cause apart from being free, 
doctors go to them instead of 


PEDRO Sadueste, one of the. 
Inquinen’s partners, makes 

way home after completing his 
aperroute, амо онно 


the other way around. 

“Bukod sa libre lahat, hindi na. 
namin kailangang magpunta pa 
kung saan-saan (Apart from the 
fact that everything is free, we 
don't have to go anywhere),” 
Pinco said. 

"ttis not hard to stand in line. 
Itis easy to undergo the exami- 
mation. Everyone is accommo- 
dating. The medicine and 
checkups are free and we also 
get free snacks," said Pinco, 
who brought his young niece 
along for a checkup. 

Francis Gopez of the INQUIRER 
circulation department ex- 
plained that the weekly medical 
missions were not exclusively for 
newspaper vendors. "We cánriot 
tum people away just bepause 
they are not newspaper vendors. 
‘The medical service we provide 
them is also free but, of course, 
since the project is intended fór 
our parmers, the newspaper ven- 
dors get priority” he said. 

Gopez said the project would 
not be possible without Unilab 
and the volunteers. "We have 
nurse volunteers from different 
schools and doctors from sever- 
al hospitals who have been with 
us since we started this project 
in June," he said. 

Dawn Escarte, 22, a nursing 
graduate of St. Paul University 
who was among the first volun- 
teers, said that participating in 
the project was very fulfilling. 

“I meet news vendors on ће 
street and they know me. They 
remember me from the mis- 
sion,” Escarte said 
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Cooperate, mayor tells 
БЕ Homes residents 


ByD] Yap 


IN ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO SOLVE THE 
water woes ailing BF Homes Subdivision, 
Parafiaque City Mayor Florencio Bernabe 
advised village leaders to file petitions to al- 
low the Maynilad Water Services to take 
over the water supply and distribution in 
the subdivision. 

Bernabe said 10 associations represent- 
ing 10,000 homeowners were all that were 
needed to Keep the petition rolling, but 
added that it would be better if all 50 asso- 
ciations participate. 

Теп have already presented their peti- 
tions before the Housing and Land Use Reg- 
ulatory Board and the Metropolitan Water- 
works and Sewerage Systems, but more are 
expected to follow in the coming days. 

‘On Saturday, Bernabe met with the 24 
homeowners’ association leaders, as well as 


representatives from Maynilad and city of- 
ficials in an effort to resolve the longstand- 
ing problem. 

Among those present were Maynilad 
business manager Regino Cruz, technical 
services manager Fred Alilain, zone head 
Ed Dimapilis city administrator Nelson de 
Jesus, special services officer Dean Calleja 
and legal officer Jose Torrefranca. 

For years, BF Homes has lacked potable 
water supply, prompting residents to buy 
water from delivery companies at much 
higher rates. 

Bernabe said he was trying his best to 
solve the problem but added that the coop- 
eration of the residents was sorely needed. 

Vice President Noli de Castro, who was 
invited, could not make it to the meeting, 
but Bernabe said De Castro had promised 
to take up the matter directly with Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 


Sotero Laurel, 
Wigberto Tafiada and Victor Ziga. 


"DID YOU KNOW, .. 


ON SEPT. 16, 1991, the Senate voted 12-11 to reject a new bases agreement which would 
extend the stay of American troops in the Subic Naval Base in exchange for hundreds of mil- 
Поп of dollars in aid. The vate ended centuries of foreign military presence in the country. 
Those who voted for the expulsion of the bases were then Senate President Jovito Salon- 
ga, Senators Joseph Estrada, Agapito Aquino, Juan Ponce Enrile, Teofisto Guingona Jr. 
mesto Maceda, Orlando Mercado, Aquilino Pimentel Jr, Rene Saguisag. 
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Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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4€ Scientists bring 
bad breath 


out of closet 


(pito mil tho wit parmisslon rm алеп, imas Square Now Voi 


CHICACO-On the list of 

socal offenses, bad breath 
mks right there wilh 
tulenee and body odor. 

Amd while store 
shelves are well-stocked with 
Tenedies ranging Коп 
chewing gum and mouthwash 
io bresih. strips and drops, 
researchers are just starting to 
understand the science of 
bad breath 

“үз а taboo," sid 
Patricia Lenten, а clinical 
researcher at the Universlty of 
Minnesota's School о 
Dentistry. “You are typecast в 
the smelly person." 

Lenlon was one of 
early 200 scientists who 
ended the International 
Conference on ‘Odor 
Research this week in Chicago. 
Altendes ranged from 
dentists, chemists and micro- 
biologists to psychologists and 
eren flavor researchers 


Natural flavors. 

Their research zan 
the gamut from studies on the 
most effective natural favors 
ior treating bad broat 
cinnamon ва good choice to 
the development of on 
artificial nose for sifing out 
oral matador and links 
between air and 
disease. 


7 


exhaled 


“We want to 
advance the science in this 
field" зай Christine Wu, 
а researcher at the University 
Minos at Chicago's College 
of Dentistry, who helped 
organize the conference 
“In dental research, 
ша breath is neglected 
because it Б not a disease that 
will il people,” Wu said inan 
Interview. “But ifs а huge 
=ypody saliers 


proteins, producing volatile 
Surlur compounds that make 
for foul smelling breath, 

Dry mouth, tooth 
decay, certain prescription 
drugs, sinus problems, ever 
diseases Ike dlabeles may 
cause bad breath, 

Most bad breath 
originates in the mouth, and 
about 90 percent of the smell 
comes fom Не tongue, 
according to Lenton. 

"Из wam. Ws 
тюй. ts like а large incuba 
tor of bacterin,” she said. 

Lenton sid good 
coral care is the best weapon for 
routine bad breath. 


Regular brushing, 
flossing 

She recommends 
regular brushing and flossing, 
2 tongue semper to remove 
Secr from the back ofthe 
tongue, and a final rinse with 
эдели! mouthwash 

Torsone however, 
itis not etal bad breath thas 
the problem. 

According to 
Lenton, anywhere fom 4-17 
percent of ihe people who seek 
айтеп for breath odor are 
convinced they have bad 
breatheven though 
donot 


Halitophobia 

КЕКТІ 
some sefer to as haltophobie, 
or the fear of bad breath, and it 
can interfere with daily Ме. 

Is an obsessive 
compulsive disorder,” Lenton 
said. There have bem 
ocumented cases in Japan of 
people commiting suicide 
from this” 

Lenton and Wu 
hope the conference and others 
Ike it wil raise the profile of 
breath research. 

a dificult thing to talk about” 
Lenton said. Renters 


ч 


ise А 


wake it 
yours too 


TOURISM. 


MALAYSIA 


malaysia 


This Malaysia - Philippines 
107, Tordesillas Street, Salcedo Village, 
чык (MICRO), Makati City; Philippines 
—— PH 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


TheNYORLD 


а 14 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,2007 


Flood-resistant rice offers hope to B’desh farmers 


DHAKA—A NEW STRAIN OF 
rice may be able to resist floods 
that destroy vast tracts of paddy 
fields in Bangladesh each year, 
offering hope to millions of 
poor farmers, researchers say. 

‘The farmers lose their rice 
crops when fields are sub- 
merged by annual floods trig- 
gered when rivers, fed by heavy 
monsoon rains and melting Hi- 
malayan glaciers, burst their 
banks. 

The rice type, called Swarna. 
submergence 1, developed by 
the Manila-based International 
Rice Research Institute (IRRI), 


proved to be flood resistant in 
trials this year in northern 
Bangladesh, researchers said. 

Normal rice varieties cannot 
survive being submerged by 
floodwater for more than three 
days, resulting іп huge losses 
for farmers. 

But “last month when the 
floodwater receded from two 
farms in which Swarna Sub-1 
was planted, we saw the rice 
paddy stand up again, 10 days 
after it was completely sub- 
merged by water” said senior 
researcher Abdul Mazid. 

"It was simply amazing. Tt 


poverty. 


means the variety has proved 
flood-resistant. It could be а 
huge step toward helping mil- 
lions of rice farmers who are 
made paupers by floods,” said 
Mazid of the Bangladesh Rice 
Research institute (BRR). 
Low-lying Bangladesh, criss- 
crossed by 230 rivers, experi- 
ences flooding every year. Ex- 
perts say the floods are one of 
the main reasons why 40 per- 
cent of the country's 140 mil- 
lion population live in dire 


Rice production accounts for 
14 percent of Bangladesh's 


from rice farming. 


crops, 
tist Hamid Mia. 


liminary estimates. 


gross domestic product. Some 
two-thirds of Bangladesh's 144 
million population directly or 
indirectly derive their living 


“If the floodwater stays two 
to three days, it is a blessing. It 
nourishes the soils. But if it 
stays longer, it destroys the 

said ТАА] liaison scien- 


‘This year alone rice worth 
$290 million was damaged in 
опе the worst floods in nearly a 
decade in July, according to pre- 


Тһе government said the loss- 


es would climb following a sec- 
ond spell of flooding in early 
September that has submerged 
more than a third of the country. 

Swara Sub-l was invented 
in 2004 after IRRI researchers 
implanted a submergence-resis- 
tant gene in a massively popu- 
lar high-yielding Indian rice va- 
riety through conventional 
breeding. 

"The idea was to give the 
farmers a variety that can sur- 
vive floodwater for 10 to 17 
days while at the same time en- 
suring them a more than aver- 
age yield,” said Mia, 


Ex-Chechen official 
held in reporter’s death 


MOSCOW-RUSSIAN INVES- 
tigators arrested а former 
Chechen official on Thursday 
and accused him of organizing 
the contract killing of Anna 
Politkovskaya, the independent 
journalist and high-profile 
Kremlin critic, a Russian news- 
paper and Politkovskaya's for- 
mereditor said Saturday. 

The suspected official, 
Shamil D. Burayev was de- 
tained in Moscow. Burayev was 
once the leader of Achkhoi- 
Martan, one of the administra- 
tive districts in Chechnya, but 
was dismissed from the post 
several years ago. 

He also ran unsuccessfully for 


ber. She had earned interna- 
tional recognition as one of the 
most vocal of Russia's remain. 
ing critics of President 
Viadimir V. Putin, but had been 
criticized in Russian govern- 
ment circles for her reporting 
оп official brutality and crime 
іп the two wars in Chechnya 
since 1994. 

Her colleagues and friends 
have said she was killed to si- 
lence her or in retaliation for 
past articles; they have also said 
they suspected an official hand 
inher death. 

Prosecutors could not be 
reached by telephone on Satur- 
day. But Dmitri A. Muratov, the 


the Chechen presidency іп 
2003. The Komsomolskaya 
Pravda newspaper, which re- 
ported his arrest, said that he 
had been accused under Rus- 
sian law of organizing a murder, 
and suggested that he had or- 
dered Politkovskaya's killing. 
Politkovskaya, 48, was fatal- 
ly shot at the entrance to her 
apartment building last Octo- 


editor in chief of Novaya Gaze- 
ta, the newspaper for which 
Politkovskaya worked, соп- 
firmed the arrest by telephone. 
One of Burayevs relatives al- 
so told the Interfax news agency 
that Burayev was in police cus- 
tody, but added that "we were 
told at first that he could be re- 
leased soon,” Interfax reported. 


Opens October 3 
at Glorietta 4 and 
Greenbelt 3 Cinemas 


LIVE VIA SATELLITE 


Но Commercial Breaks! 
Larger Than Life! Guaranteed Seats! 


THE MOST AWAITED FIGHT 15 ON! 
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Glorietta 4 + Greenbelt 3 « Glorietta 1 
‘Alabang Town Center + Market! Market! 
Ayala Conter Cebu + Trinoma 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
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SEPTEMBER 21, 2007 * FRIDAY 
500 pm * Gloriesta Activity Center 


THEY'RENOT NUDE; THEY'RE WEARING RUNNING SHOES 

Naked runners take part in the annual Patxi Ros nude 5,000-meter race at La Salvaje beach, near 
Sopelana, Sept. 15. The race was started in 1999 when naturist and sportsman Patxi Ros decided to 
combine his two favorite pastimes in a public event. 


Episcopal Church faces 
deadline on gay issues 


AS THE BISHOPS OF THE EPISCOPAL. 
Church approach their semiannual 
meeting this week in New Orleans, the. 
predictions of a rupture over homosexu- 
ality within the church in America or 
with the rest ofthe global Anglican Com- 
munion are again being taken seriously. 

At the top of the agenda for the Sept. 
20-25 gathering will be a directive is- 
sued by the leaders of the Anglican Com- 
munion to stop consecrating openly gay 
and lesbian bishops and to ban blessings 
of same-sex unions or risk a diminished 
status in the communion, the world's 
third-largest Christian denomination. 

‘The Most Rev. Rowan Williams, 
archbishop of Canterbury, who is the 
spiritual leader of the communion, 
will attend the meeting. It will be the 
first time Williams has met with the 
church's House of Bishops since the 
2003 consecration of the gay bishop, 
V Gene Robinson of New Hampshire. 

The communion’s directive asks for 
a response from the Episcopal Church 
by Sept. 30. 

In interviews last week, bishops and 
church experts who hold a range of 
views on homosexuality said they ex- 
pected the House of Bishops would 
Stop short, perhaps far short, of meet- 
ing the directive's demands. That could 
widen rifts, as several dioceses have 


Disillusioned Greeks 
vote in cliffhanger poll 


ATHENS—GREEKS VOTE ON 
Sunday in an election seen as cru- 
‘Gal for economic reforms needed 
in the euro zone's second-poorest 
member and big-pary fatigue 
could propel smaller parties into 
the role of powerbrokers. 

Conservative Prime Minister 
Costas Karamanlis called the 
early vore confident his eco- 
nomic record would secure an 
easy win, buta slow response to 
summer forest fires that killed 
65 people and a series of scan- 
dals have hurt his chances. 

The election pits Karamanlis 
against socialist leader Andreas 
Papandreou, both heirs to 
prominent political dynasties, 
but opinion polls suggest ne 


Papandreou's socialists have 
appeared unable to capitalize 
оп the government's woes and 
trail the conservatives in opin- 
jon polls, although the gap be- 
tween them has narrowed. 
Opinion polls published be- 
fore a Sept. 1 blackout showed 
the conservative New Democra- 
cy party leading the socialist Pa- 
sok by 1 to 2 percentage points 
and neither had enough votes to 
form a government. More than 
10 percent were undecided. 
"Elections used to interest me, 
Iwas an active supporter. I have 
my own problems now. 1 don't 
care who will win,” Dimitra Zap- 
а told Reuters Television at her 
home in Ancient Pissa, extensive- 


said they would break away from the 
Episcopal Church and primates of sev- 
eral provinces, or regions, have spoken 
of leaving the global communion. 

“1 think the meeting will add some 
larity to what has already taken place," 
said Bishop Kirk S. Smith of Arizona. 1 
think clearly there is going to be some 
sort of exodus from the communion.” 

Currently, the Episcopal Church 
urges, but does not require, dioceses 
and bishops to refrain from electing 
openly gay and lesbian bishops. None 
have been elected since Robinson, but 
the Rev. Tracey Lind, who is a lesbian, 
is among the candidates to become 
the new bishop of Chicago. 

The church does not have rites of 
blessing for same-sex unions, but 
some individual bishops permit bless- 
ing ceremonies in their dioceses. 

Several dissident dioceses, Ше 
Quincy, Ш, San Joaquin, Calif, and 
Pittsburgh, are taking steps to align 
themselves with a more conservative 
Anglican province abroad, sliould the 
Episcopal bishops refuse the terms of 
the directive, said Bishop Robert Dun- 
can of Pittsburgh, who leads a network. 
of conservatives seeking alternative 
oversight. Such departures would 
probably lead to years of litigation over 
Church property, experts said. МУТ 


With support from Swiss 
charity Inter Corp., BRRI dis- 
tributed seeds and seedlings of 
the submergence-resistant rice 
variety to 114 farmers across 
nine districts in the country 

"The field tests have so far 
yielded very good results. Тһе 
farmers are excited and war 
more seeds and seedlings," said 
Mazid. 

“Next year, we will quadruple 
the number of testing farms. 
And hopefully, by 2009-2010, 
we can start commercial pro- 
duction of the flood-resistant 
rice,” he added. AFP 


California 
wildfire grows 
to 7,300 ha 


FAWNSKIN, CALIFORNIA—AN 
out-of-control wildfire in the 
San Bernardino National Forest. 
tore through 7,300 hectares of 
brush and timber, forcing the 
‘evacuation of about 5,000 peo- 
ple from a pair of California 
mountain communities. 

Mandatory evacuations were 
ordered for the resort commu- 
nity of Green Valley Lake and 
the Fawnskin area near Big Bear 
Dam, about 136 kilometers east 
of Los Angeles, said Jim Wilkins 
of the San Bernardino County 
Fire Department. 

“Its just been running and 
gunning all day long, eating up 
ground,” Wilkins said Saturday. 
“It’s a very aggressive fire burn- 
ing through fuels that haven't 
been burned in 50 to 75 years.” 

"Winds of about 32 kph and hu- 
midi of just 10 percent were 
helping the blaze grow. The fire 
bumed several outbuildings at a 
campground, and had crept with- 
in a half Kilometer of homes іп 
Fawnskin. Firefighters were able to 
block its southern progress toward 
populated areas, but it was burn- 
ing freely in the north and west. 

Evacuation centers were set 
up at two high schools, 

Voluntary evacuations were 
called for Lucerne Valley south of 
the Pitzer Buttes area. Fire offi 
cials also evacuated several camp- 
grounds, and some roadways in 
the area were closed to traffic. 

Gov. Amold Schwarzenegger 
declared a state of emergency for 
San Bernardino County, clearing 
the way for state government as- 
sistance with firefighting costs, 

‘About 630 firefighters were 
aided by water drops from heli- 
copters and fixed-wing aircraft 
as they battled the blaze, which 
was burning in steep terrain. 

The fire, which was reported 
Friday, was 5 percent contained 
Saturday afternoon. Its cause 
‘was under investigation, 

Meanwhile in San Diego Coun- 
y about 400 people were ordered 
out of homes in Whispering Pines, 
а subdivision of the historic town 
of Julian, were evacuated after а 
200-hectare wildfire started north- 
‘east of town Saturday aftemoon, 
county sheriff's officials said. 

‘The fire destroyed an empty 
vacation home. 

The top ofa burning ree fell on 
‘wo firefighters, who were hospi- 
talized with moderate injuries, 
said Matt Steck of the California. 
Department of Forestry АР 


SMOGGY HONG KONG 


ther may win an outright major- 
ity with voters defecting to 
smaller parties. 

The far-right LA.O.S. party is 
expected to enter parliament 
for the first time and could end 
upas one of the powerbrokers. 


ly damaged by the forest fires. 
Karamanlis, nephew of the 
late statesman Constantine, 
scored a landslide victory in 
2004 against Papandreou, son 
of the late Prime Minister An- 
dreasPapandreou. Reuters 
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A Chinese-style roofed tourist ferry is seen as. 
Mota opena беоне, 2007 ha Habs Отата 


it departs from a pier into the smog on 
Victoria Harbor in Hong Kong, Sept. 16. 
Hong Kong is currently experiencing high 
levels of pollution, which can lead to long 
term health problems for residents. ae 
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Qaida puts bounties 
on heads of Swedes 


DUBAI—AN AL-QAIDA FRONT Electrolux,” it said. month. 
organization in Iraq has offered Тһе Swedish TT news agency Тһе Swedish ambassador to 
rewards to anyone who kills said Saturday that Vilks was Saudi Arabia, Jan Thesleff, of- 
two Swedes behind a cartoon temporarily abroad, and quoted fered an apology to the Organi- 
depicting the Prophet Muham- him as feeling safe but on zation of the Islamic Confer- 
mad as a dog, in a statement guard. ence on Sept. 11 for the contro- 
posted on the Internet. “I think there's no reason to versy created by the cartoon's 
The self-proclaimed Islamic worry for the moment because! publication. 
State іп Iraq placed a bounty am moving around but when I Swedish Prime Minister 
of at least $100,000 on the am back home, in one spot, it Fredrik Reinfeldt also held talks" 
head of the cartoonist Lars will be very easy to track me with envoys from 22 Muslim 
Vilks and $50,000 on Ulf Jo. down,” he said. nations on Sept. 7 in a bid to 
Бапззоп, editor in chief of the “This last threat means of defuse the row. Н 
Nerikes Allehanda newspaper course I have more discussions Тһе publication of the sketch - 
which published the carica- with the police to determine in Nerikes Allehanda on Aug. 
ture. how to act and what we arego- 18—featuring the prophets: 
“We call for the liquidation of ing to do,” Johansson, who has head on a dog's body—sparked 
the cartoonist Lars who offend- refused to apologize for the car- а fiery debate in the Swedish 
ed our prophet,” said the state- toon, told AFP. media on freedom of expression 
ment issued in the name of the Не said he had received po- and prompted protests by Mus- 
groups leader, Sheikh Abu lice protection and Swedish au- lims in the western town of 
Omar al-Baghdadi. thorities were analyzing the Oerebro, where the newspaper. 
"We announce а reward of tape to determine who Sheikh із based. 
$100,000 to anyone who kills Abu Omar al-Baghdadi was and А strict interpretation of Is- 
this infidel criminal. This re- ifhe really existed. Jam forbids the depiction of 
ward will be raised to $150,000 Muslim Council of Sweden Muhammad in any form. 
if his throat is slit,” said the chief Helena Benouda de- Тһе cartoonist has received 
Statement whose authenticity nounced the threats, saying previous death threats, while 
could not be verified. that Muslim organizations in the Swedish foreign ministry 
The statement also threat- Sweden were capable of han- has also advised its nationals to 
ened attacks on Swedish firms dling the cartoon issue them- exercise caution in the Middle 
7 2 unless unspecified “crusaders” selves. East 
FORTHE CAUSE OF PURITY issued an apology. "We don’t think like this at А series of 12 cartoons of the 
Ballet dancers, including Rebecca Moon (front left) of the Regal Daughters Ballet Company, carry a "We know how to force you all. It is criminal to call to kill Prophet Muhammad published 
‘ross into the ballroom st the annual Father-Daughter Purity Ballin Colorado Springs, Colorado to apologize. If you do not, ex- somebody” said Benouda. “Itis in Denmark's biggest daily 
Sept. 14. Fathers recite a covenant committing themselves to the protection of their daughter's pect us to strike the businesses really unnecessary and i's ugly, morethan a year ago led to riots 
purity at the ball. sess | of your major firms like Erics- especially in the moment of Ra- in several Muslim countries. 
son, Scania, Volvo, Ikea and madan,” the Muslim holy AFP. 


Internal wrangling delays Bush decision on Iran strategy 


WASHINGTON—WHILE SCRU- Condoleezza Rice has been ar- supremacy in the Middle East, the world in general, and iran in courage Israel to consider a mili- Revolutionary Guard, adminis- 
tiny last week focused on the de- guing for a continuation of a Bush turned up the rhetorican- particular. Cheney and hard-line tary strike on Iran's nuclear facil- tration officials said, officials at 
bate over troop strength, Presi- diplomatic approach, while offi- other, more bellicose, notch. “If hawks in his office, however, ities. the state and treasury depart- 
dent Bush also used the occasion cials in Vice President Dick Ch- we were to be driven out of have become increasingly frus- Тһе debate between the fac- ments are pushing for a narrow 
to tum up the pressure on Пап, eneys office advocate a much Iraq, extremists of all strains trated with the slow pace of tions will play outsoon inadeci- ег approach that would list only: 
using his speech on Thursday to tougher view that seeks to iso- would be emboldened,” Bush progress in curbing Iran's nucle- sion over whether to declare the Revolutionary Guard's elite 
stress the need to contain гап as late and contain Iran, and toin- said. “Iran would benefit from ar ambitions, where Rice has ad- Iran's Revolutionary Guard Quds Force, or perhaps, only: 
amajorreason for the continued clude greater consideration ofa the chaos and would be en- vocatedadiplomatic approach. Corps, or a unit of it, a terrorist companies and organization 
US presence in Iraq. military strike. couraged in its efforts to gain Allies of Cheney continue to organization and subject po in- with financial ties to that grou; 

‘The language in Bush's speech Bush's language indicated nuclear weapons and dominate say publicly that the United creasedfinancialsanctiong | The designation would make it 
reflected a struggle between fac- that the debate, at least for the region.” States should include regime While some White House offi- easier for the United States to: 
tions within his administration now, might have tilted toward Тһе state department, which change in Iran as a viable policy cials and some members of the block financial accounts and 
over how’ aggressively to con- Cheney By portraying the bat- has pushed fora more restrained option, and have argued, pri- vice presidents staff have been other assets controlled by ег: 
front Iran. Secretary of State tle with Шап as one for tone in America's dealings with vately, that the United States en- pushing to blacklist the entire group. 


Japan PM favorite vows better | p rat 
China ties, no Yasukuni visits 4 is 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Philippine National Committee on Large Dams 

The Philippine Natonal Committee on Large Dams (PNCOLD) in association with the Philippine Waterworks 
‘Association пс. (PWWA) hereby announces the 2007 Technical Convention/Workshop to be held on November 
27 and 28, 2007 at NPC Festa Най, NPC Building |, Ойтал, Quezon City, Philippines. 

This event aims to disseminate information on dam operation and safety management and to bring together 
updatesirecent development in engineering practices and studies on the technological, environmental, economical 
and social aspects of dam management. The technical convention/workshop wil also include а visit to Angat Dam. 

This years convention theme is "Role of the State, Private Companies and the Public in Philippine Dam 
Safety Management" 

SCHEDULE: 


September 28, 2007 Deadline for Submission of Technical Papers 
November 20, 2007 Deadline for Registration of Participants 
November 27 & 28, 2007 _ Technical Convention Proper 
ORGANIZED BY: 
The Philippine National Comittee on Large Dams (PNCOLD) represents the Philippines 
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TOKYO—YASUO FUKU- 
da, the front-runner to 
be Japan's next prime 
minister, pledged Sun- 
day to strengthen ties 
with China and said he 
would not visit a war 
shrine seen as a symbol 
of Tokyo's wartime past. 
In а televised, head- 
to-head debate with his 
only challenger, Fukuda 
also suggested taking a 
softer stance on North 
Korea and spoke of ram- 
ming through legisla- 
tion to extend support 
for US-led operations in 
Afghanistan. 


Meanwhile Fukuda 
{ indicated -Tokyo may 
tone down its current 
hardline policy оп 
North Korea over its nu- 
clear ambitions and an 
unresolved dispute over 
its past abduction of 
Japanese nationals. 

He pointed out that 
the United States was re- 
versing its tough stance 
‘amid early talks between. 
the two counties on 
plans to remove the 
communist state from a 
US blacklist of states that 
sponsor terrorism. 

^t is natural to adjust ourselves to а 


FUKUDA 


Fukuda, a 71-year-old elder of the ruling 
Liberal Democrat Party (LDP), is favorite to 
beat former Foreign Minister Taro Aso and 
succeed outgoing Prime Minister Shinzo 
‘Abe, who announced last week that he was 
stepping down. 

Although the contest is officially for the 
LDP leadership, its majority in the lower 
house of parliament means whoever wins 
the party's Sept. 23 vote will become pre- 
mier of the world's second biggest economy. 

“China is now aiming at a free market 
economy. They are making an effort,” 
Fukuda said in the debate. 

“We need to cooperate with them,” he 
added, cementing his reputation as a for- 
eign policy dove, particularly on Asia. 

Fukuda said he had no plans to visit the 
Yasukuni Shrine, a memorial which is con- 
troversial because the 2.5 million Japanese 
war dead it honors include World War II 
war criminals, 

“Аз a prime minister, I think Iwill have to 
refrain from making a visit,” he said. 

Former Premier Junichiro Koizumi, whom 
Abe succeeded last year, infuriated China and 
other Asian neighbors who had suffered un- 
der Japanese occupation, notably the two Ko- 
reas, by repeatedly visiting the shrine. 

Aso, for his par, criticized China for "in 
sufficient explanation” of its growing mili- 
tary spending, which he called a threat to 
Japan and the region. 

"Their transparency (on military spending) 
is not good enough,” he warned, and “makes 
its neighbors sense the possibilty” of military 
action. “In that sense, its a threat.” 


change in international situations,” Fukuda 
said. “We have to make conversation to some 
extent. It is possible to change our method.” 

Japan has taken the hardest line at shena- 
tion talks aimed at dismantling the North's nu- 
clear programmes, and has imposed econom- 
ic sanctions, saying it will not help Pyongyang 
until the kidnapping dispute is resolved. 

Separately, Fukuda said the ruling coali- 
tion may force through legislation to contin- 
че logistical support—mainly refueling assis- 
tance—for US-led operations in Afghanistan, 
despite strong opposition resistance. 

“They are symbolic activities. We really 
‘want to continue them," he said. 

He spoke of a “hast resni” ордоп of puas- 
ing the legislation through tne lower house 
twice—an unorthodox method allowing 
the ruling camp to ignore the opposition- 
dominated upper house. 

‘Aso was initially seen as the front-runner 
to succeed Abe, but leaders of the party's 
key factions voiced support for Fukuda at 
the end of last week on expectations he can 
revamp the scandal-hit party. 

‘Aso criticized party bosses for those tac- 
tics in a speech to LDP lawmakers Sunday. 

"A hastily formed agreement should be 
broken. Hastily formed groupings will fall 
apart soon,” he said. "We have learnt from 
history that when we select a leader, we 
have to listen to people's voice.” 

Meanwhile Abe, who was hospitalized 
‘Thursday suffering from exhaustion and an 
intestinal disorder, was still under treat- 
ment, a hospital official said, adding it was 
unclear when he could be discharged. AFP 
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to the Intemational Commission on Large Dams (ICOLD). 
PNCOLD OFFICERS 2006-2008: 
President Cyril C. Del Callar, NPC 
1“Мсе President Lorenzo Н. Jamora, MWSS 
2“ Vice President Marcelino V. Tugaoen, Jr, МА 
Secetry — Ryukichi Kawaguchi, SRPC. 
Treasurer Raymond E. Cunningham, CE CWECI 
Adviser Jose U. Jovellanos, EDCOP 
APPLICATION: 
Interested participants can apply or inquire to: 
Mr. Romualdo Ма. T. Beltran / Mr. Manuel |. Monteverde 
PNCOLD Secretariat 
National Power Cormoration 
Quezon Ave. comer BIR Road, Diliman, 1100 Quezon оду, Philippines. 
Tel. Nos. (632) 9213541 local 5556, Telefax (632) 9245236 
ribeltranGnapocor.gov.ph or mimonteverde@napocor.gov.ph 
REGISTRATION FEE: 
The registration fee which covers registration fee covers convention kit, program proceeding, 
‘snacks, lunches, technical tour and attendance to technical sessions are as follows: 
Php 500.00 Student 
Php 750,00 Members 
Php 1,000.00 Non-members 
PAPER SUBMISSION: 
Please submit technical papers through email to: 
Ms. Jerese |. A. Lagapa, Chairperson, Program Committee 
jiatagapa@yahoo.com 
LANGUAGE 
The language of the technical convention willbe in Engish. No translation to other largis 
TECHNICAL VISIT ^7 M ae 
Lisitisatthe'Angat Dam, Norzabaray; Bulacar 
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Bush faces new political 
battle over Iraq pullout 


WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENT GEORGE W. themumberofarensat189. | Gates keenly aware that the all- 
n ‘Authorities also used pepper volunteer US military has been 
Bush on Sunday faced a new clash with congres- spray to disperse the crowd, ac- stretched thin with repeated de- 
sional Democrats over the unpopular war in Iraq as cording to the Act Now to Stop ployment said Friday he hoped. 
War & End Racism (Answer) US forces in Iraq can be brought 
Senate Democrats reportedly reached a deal that kinin, the group that orga- down to about 100,000 by the 
‘would allow soldiers to spend more time at home. nized the march. time the next president takes of- 
‘The president announced na fice in January 2009, 
“if we were tobe driven outof as a partner in the fight against speech on Thursday thatthe size Тһе figure could decrease 
Iraq, extremists of all strains terrorism,” he said, of the US force in Iraq would de- faster if Senate Democrats have 
would be emboldened,” Bush Meanwhile in Washington, crease by about 21,500 combat their way: A proposal by Demo- 
said Saturday in his weekly radio thousands of protestors marched troops by mid-2008, with the cratic Sen. Jim Webb of Vir- 
address. "Al-Qaida could find from the White House to first 5,700 soldiers leaving Iraq ginia—a Vietnam war veter- 
new recruits and new sanctuar- Congress Saturday, waving plac- in December, Most of those sol- an—is under discussion that 
ies," he added, naming the ex- ards demanding an end to the diers had been scheduled to ro- would require US troops to 
tremist network that he blames, маг in Iraq, the retum of US (аге back to the United States at spend as much time at home as 
along with Iran, for fueling vio. troops, and the impeachment of that time. оп their most recent tours over- 
lence in Iraq, Bush. Currently 169,000 US troops seas before being redeployed. 
“By contrast, a free Iraq will Organizers said 197 people, are in Iraq, up from 130,000 be- Тһе proposal is close to win- Б " 
deny al-Qaida а safe haven. It includingdozensofveteransand бөге Bush announced a “surge” ning enough Republican support PROTESTORS stage a “die In” protest on Capitol Hill on Sept. 15 In 
will counter the destructive am- activists, were arrested as they of US forces in January. for approval, The New York Washington. Atleast 150 protesters were arrested as thousands of 
bitions of Iran. And it will serve crossed police lines. Police put Defense Secretary Robert Timesreported Saturday. AFP demonstrators marched to the Capitol demanding an end to the Iraq war. 


Sadr’s movement 
pulls out of Iraq 
Shiite alliance 


BAGHDAD—THE POLITICAL MOVEMENT 
loyal to anti-American cleric Moqtada al- 
Sadr quit Iraq's ruling Shiite Alliance on 
Saturday, leaving Prime Minister Nuri al 

i's coalition in a precarious position in 
parliament. 

The move further 
weakens the ruling 
coalition, which even 
before the defection 
had failed to push 
through laws aimed 
at reconciling Iraq's 
warring majority Shi- 
ite and minority Sun- 
ni Arabs 

Malis govern- 
ment now enjoys the AL-SADR 
support ofonly about 
half of Iraq's 275 lawmakers, although it 
could survive with the support of a handful 
of independent lawmakers. 

"The political committee has declared 
the withdrawal of the Sadr bloc from the 
(Shiite) alliance because there was no visi- 
ble indication that the demands of Sadrs 
bloc were being mer,” the Sadr movement 
said in a statement released at a news con- 
ference in the holy Shiite city of Najaf. 

‘An adviser to Maliki said the government 
had no immediate comment. 

The decision by Sadr’s movement to quit 
the Shiite Alliance in parliament was not 
unexpected after the cleric pulled his six 
ministers from the cabinet in April 

Maliki can still count on the backing of 
two other Shiite Islamist parties and the 
two main Kurdish parties in parliament, 


and so far no party has launched any push 

iy сә ie ment. 
S low as U. YO Ло AEDEM 
d a fellow Shiite, appointed prime minister in 


add-on rate per month! „ у 


2 refusal to seta timetable for the withdrawal 
1 


of US forces from Iraq 

Sadr, а беу nationalist whose 
stronghold in the capital is Baghdad's 
spraviling Sadr City, led his Mehdi Army 
militia in two uprisings against US forces in 
2004. 
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а 2 Besides the ‘withdrawal of ministers loyal 
needs with low interest rates and to Sadr siz eabiner member fem he mm 
Speaking i paramen on Monday Ma- 
longer payment terms. td eknoedged thatthe term “national 
unity government," used to describe his 
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Apply now! Call 631-8000 or 1-800-10-6318000 Hinting at a long promised overhaul of 


Jo his cabinet, he said it was time for a "part 
(Domestic Toll-Free) or visit the nearest BDO branch nership government" but gave no decals. 

a е next day Sadrs movement said it 

or BDO On-site outlet. sa конден wichdrening fm the al: 

liance, accusing it of failing to provide secu- 

rity and said political progress had been in- 
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H Promo period: September 17 to December 31, 2007. Оп Saturday evening a suicide car 
We find ways рото PROE ha Ri No 4292 Sens of 2007 bomber killed 10 people and wounded 15 
others in southwest Baghdad. Many were 
queuing outside a bakery to buy bread for 
the evening Ramadan meal which breaks 
the day-long fast during the Muslim holy 

Em 
The bombing came on the same day that 
an al-Qaida led group, the Islamic State in 
ЕА 
mark ће month of Ramadan, which started 
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Bush faces new political , 
battle over Iraq pullout : 


‘WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENT GEORGE W. thenumber of arrests at 189. 
Bush on Sunday faced a new clash with congres- 


Gates, keenly aware that the all- 
‘Authorities also used pepper volunteer US military has been 
spray to disperse the crowd, ac- stretched thin with repeated de- 


sional Democrats over the unpopular war in Iraq as cording to the Act Now to Stop ployments, said Friday he hoped 
Senate Democrats reportedly reached а deal that War & End Racism (Answer) 05 forces in Iraq сап зе brought 


would allow soldiers to spend more time at home. 


“1f we were to be driven out of 
Iraq, extremists of all strains 
would be emboldened,” Bush 
said Saturday in his weekly radio 
address, ‘Al-Qaida could find 
new recruits and new sanctuar- 
ies," he added, naming the ex- 
tremist network that he blames, 
along with Iran, for fueling vio- 
lence in iraq, 

“By contrast, a free Iraq will 
deny al-Qaida a safe haven. It 
will counter the destructive am- 
bitions of Iran, And it will serve 


coalition, the group that orga- down to about 100,000 by the 
nized the march. time the next president takes of- 
‘The president announced in a fice in January 2009. 
as a partner in the fight against speech on Thursday thatthe size Тһе figure could decrease 
terrorism," he said. of the US force in Iraq would de- faster if Senate Democrats have 
Meanwhile in Washington, crease by about 21,500 combat their way: A proposal by Demo- 
thousands of protestors marched troops by mid-2008, with the cratic Sen. Jim Webb of Vir- 
from the White House to first 5,700 soldiers leaving Iraq ginla—a Vietnam war veter- 
Congress Saturday, waving plac- in December. Most of those sol- an—is under discussion that 
ards demanding an end to the diers had been scheduled to ro- would require US troops to 
маг in Iraq, the return of US tate back to the United States at spend as much time at home as 
troops, and the impeachment of that time, оп their most recent tours over- 
Bush. Currently 169,000 US troops seas before being redeployed, 
Organizers said 197 people, are in Iraq, up from 130,000 be- | The proposal is close to win- 
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includingdozensofveteransand fore Bush announced a "surge" ning enough Republican support PROTESTORS stagea "die in" protest on Capito! Hill an Sept. 15 n 


activists, were arrested as they of US forces in January 
crossed police lines. Police put 


As low as 0.98% 
add-on rate per month! 


Get the lite solution to your financial 
needs with low interest rates and 
longer payment terms. 


Apply now! Call 631-8000 or 1-800-10-6318000 
(Domestic Toll-Free) or visit the nearest BDO branch 
or BDO On-site outlet. 2 ` 


Terms and conditions apply. See flyers for details. 
Promo period: September 17 to December 31, 2007. 
Per DTI-NCR Permit Мо. 4292 Series of 2007. 


We find ways 


for approval, The New York Washington. Atleast 150 protesters were arrested as thousands of 
Defense Secretary Robert Times reported Saturday. AFP demonstrators marched to the Capitol demanding an end to the Iraq war 


Sadr’s movement 
pulls out of Iraq 
Shiite alliance 


BAGHDAD—THE POLITICAL MOVEMENT 
loyal to anti-American cleric Moqtada al- 
Sadr quit Iraq's ruling Shiite Alliance on 
Saturday, leaving Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki's coalition in a precarious position in 
parliament, 

The move further 
weakens the ruling 
coalition, which even. 
before the defection 
had failed to push 
through laws aimed 
at reconciling Iraq's 
warring majority Shi- 
ite and minority Sun- 
ni Arabs. 

Maliks govern: 
ment now enjoys ће ALSADR калас 
support ofonly about 
half of Iraq's 275 lawmakers, although it 
could survive with the support of a handful 
of independent lawmakers. 

"The political committee has declared 
the withdrawal of the Sadr bloc from the 
(Shiite) alliance because there was no visi 
ble indication that the demands of байг 
bloc were being met," the Sadr movement 
said in a statement released at a news con- 
ference in the holy Shiite city of Najaf. 

‘An adviser to Maliki said the government 
had no immediate comment, 

The decision by Sadr's movement to quit 
the Shiite Alliance in parliament was пос 
unexpected after the cleric pulled his ік 
ministers from the cabinet in April. 

Maliki can still count on the backing of 
two other Shiite Islamist parties and the 
two main Kurdish parties in parliament, 
and so far no party has launched any push 
for а no-confidence vote in his govern- 
ment, 

Sadr was instrumental in getting Mali 
a fellow Shiite, appointed prime minister in 
May last year. 

His political bloc has raised a host of 
grievances in the past, including Maliki's 
refusal to set a timetable for the withdrawal 
of US forces from Iraq. 

Sadr, а fiery nationalist whose 
stronghold in the capital is Baghdad's 
sprawling Sadr City, led his Mehdi Army 
militia in two uprisings against US forces in 
2004. 

Maliki's government has been paralyzed 
by infighting, 

Besides the withdrawal of ministers loyal 
to Sadr, six cabinet members from the main 
Sunni Arab bloc have also quit. 

Speaking in parliament on Monday, Ma- 
liki acknowledged that the term "national 
unity government,” used to describe his 
cabinet had lost its meaning. 

Hinting at a long promised overhaul of 
his cabinet, he said it was time for a *part- 
nership government,” but gave no details. 

The next day Sadrs movement said it 
was considering withdrawing from the al- 
liance, accusing it of failing to provide secu- 
rity and said political progress had been in- 
adequate. 

On Saturday evening a suicide car 
bomber killed 10 people and wounded 15 
others in southwest Baghdad. Many were 
queuing outside a bakery to buy bread for 
the evening Ramadan meal which breaks 
the day-long fast during the Muslim holy 
month, 

‘The bombing came on the same day that 
an al-Qaida led group, the Islamic State in 
Iraq, announced a new phase of attacks to 
mark the month of Ramadan, which started 
this week. Reuters 
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Tigers, Tams in KO 
uel for No. 4 today 


“Ти ByMusongR. Castillo said after that Thursday win. "My Meanwhile, La Salles Brian 
í players want to prove to everyone Пай will be asked to issue a public 
WITH TTS VARSITY BASKETBALL REIGN ON THE LINE, that they belong here." apology to Warriors forward Mark 


SANTO Tomas dashes with a Far Eastern side it has never That was basically what the  Pamfulme and the league on top 
gotten close to beating this season as a hectic playoff Tigers did last year when, from ofa two-game suspension. 
week in the UAAP unfurls today at the Araneta Coliseum. ош of nowhere, they made the Шай punched Pamfulme at the 


елеген. theEagleswileam the Semifinals, defeated top-ranked back of the hend on Thursday in 


а GAME TODAY E ne University of the East twice, and Та Salles side of the bench in а 
Малы No.2 eat plage en the fancied Ateneo Blue Ea- game which the Red Warriors 
Mo Nh е Sem-tam against the winner of ES 21, in the tile series. won to sweep the eliminations. 

Growling Tees e 59957995 he playoff berween E was a wasted opportunity, Тһе league's technical commit- 


definitely” UST coach Pido Jaren- tee upheld commissioner Ed 
cio said Thursday “Wejusthaveto  Corderos recommendation of the 
comeout a better team now” ^ — apology—en unprecedented pun- 

Santo Tomas also lost to Far ishment—but wants а longer ban 
Бакет in the first round, 81-66. on the La Salle cager. 


smarting from an 84- Nos. 3and 4. 
73 beating they got from the The defending champions have 
Tamaraws on Thursday, where shown their discomfort against 
they threw away a golden oppor- the Tamaraws, a team that basi- 
tunity to make the Final Four out- cally resembles Santo Tomas in 
rig terms of composition, height and 
"Todayswinnerwillfacethelos- thewayitplays. 
er of the Ateneola Salle game 1 don’t think that it is right to 
scheduled tomorrow, also at the say that we have their number" 


‘Araneta Coliseum. Far Eastern coach Glenn Capado M 
The Blue Eagles E hy RES 
tothe National Univer- > Eu Sen 


fud 

js 

sity Bulldogs, 9688, in 1 у an 
overtime Saturday to = E 


d 
pave the way for the : ds 
third meeting between < 
the blood rivals, GOLF CLUB FITTING E. i 
was астау scheduled iR к | 
hursday but wa gh ч 
йу ый] PING Authorized Fitting Center TRUCKS — 
a А: er with the availability ШКО ORIGINAL Left-Hand Drive Omid ail 
= ofthe Big Dome. T E TERT 
FAREASTERN U's Aldrech Ramos wins out the rebound battle The winner be 


against UST's Jun Dizon. поса мотом tween the Archers and 
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Finally,a ; AT 
big Pucay 
payday 


етно мнт ЕР 
he eamed in eight р“ 
tournaments — this 
season Mars Pucay 
all but doubled yes- 
terday as the 12-year 
Asian Tour veteran 
finished бей for fifth 
place in the inaugu- 
al Midea China 
Classic won by Thai 
заг Thawom 
Wiratchant afer a 
nerve jangling three- 
way play-off Sunday. 
Pucay closed with 
a 2-under-par 69 and 
‘wound up with a 16- 
under 268 total that 
was worth $14,980, a 


lot more than the 
57965 he amassed 
from picking up the | 
‘crumbs in eight tour- 209 : TURBO DIESEL 201. 
maments earlier 
Pucay, ranked a 
lowly 121 in the UBS 
Order of Merit, had 
earlier rounds of 66- 
67:66. He started the 
final day in solo 
fourth before Korean 
Hur Inhoi tied him E : 
with a 67. а y 
Jerome Delariarte 


won $5,760 after . с Fast Drive to Rally Pron 


winding up tied for pmen n 
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a 69 for a 281 total December 2, 2007. Call 889-FORD (3673) to schedule your test drive. 
worth $2,000. 
Meanwhile, 
Frankie Mifoza 
capped а sputering 
weekend with a 75 
after earlier rounds of ford.com.ph 
69-69-74 and found 
himself among the 


Fado! bil Те, 200F 


39% fuel rebates A 
with Petron-BP! Mastercard 


LL Promo pete is Itom Apel 1. 2007 to Dec 31 2007. Per DTENCR Релти No 137% бөкен of 2007 


ps pating Petror Stations. 24-hour fuel 
Bwing service and roadelde aneistance. 


Із 


- PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


Е 
Fnando nails RP Am 


Tanpinco overwhelms Baraquiel for ladies plum 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


ILOILO CITY—ANTHONY FERNANDO built a 6-hole buffer in the morning and then 

cruised to an 8-and-7 victory over an overmatched Mario Labajo to win the 2007 
Philippine Amateur championship in one of the most one-sided title duels ever. 

The 24-year-old from Zamboanga 

broke out of a tight match with the ex- 

caddy from Davao with a birdie on the 

ninth hole of the 36-hole finale be- 

fore coming back іп the afternoon 

with the same hot form at the Iloilo 

Golf and Country Club here. 

Te was the first victory in 

the event for Fernando, 

one of six members of 

the National pool 

‘who putted with so 

much confidence, 

especially after in- 
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SMB RP OPEN 


Gabica, Alcano 
forge title clash 


By Marlon Bernardino 
Contributor 


among others, in the champion's roster. 

Anya Tanpinco, a veteran international- 
ist from nearby Bacolod City scored a simi- 
larly easy 10 and 8 victory over youthful 
Sunshine Baraquiel in the ladies final. 

Labajo, who took out two RP team mem- 
bers in Jay Bayron and Mark Fernando on 
the way to reaching the finals, suddenly 
lapsed into errors after engaging Anthony 
Fernando in a virtual dead heat after seven 
holes. 

‘The 36-year-old former bag-toter at the 
nine-hole Matina course actually won the 
first hole after a double bogey 6 by Fernan- 
do, who last trailed after a Labajo birdie on 
No.6. 

Fernando then knocked in a four-footer 
for birdie on No. 17 before parring the last 
hole of the morning round to pad his cush- 
ion to six holes. 

“1 took advantage of his mistakes," said 
Fernando, who didn't give Labajo the open- 
ing in the afternoon by birdieing his first 
hole from off the green. 

Tanpinco, meanwhile, didn't show the ill 
effects of a slightly injured wrist in pulling 
off the lopsided triumph. 

She also had a Chole lead after the 
morning round before sealing the biggest 
win of her career with a birdie on No. 8 and 
aparon the ninth. 

“Tonlits Asistio, the losing finalist last 
year, and Lora Roberto finished third place 
іп their respective divisions by nipping lo- 
cal bet Rene Menor and Louise Manalo, 1- 
up, respectively. 


SSC, UE fighters lead junior champs 


By Romina S. Austria 


three racks from б-а and stayed 
‘on top for good in the race-to-13, 
alternate-break fight with Reyes. 

“Suwerte lang (Just lucky" 
said Gabica, noting he had as 
many errors like his rival, who 
stood as one of his sponsors when 
he married wife Jean some years 
back. 

Gabica is slightly favored in 
the finals, having earlier beaten 
Alcano, 9-3, in the preliminaries. 

After Bustamante stopped his 
тш, 9.7, on Saturday, Gabica 
downed Carlo Biado, 9-6, in the 
losers’ bracket to ‘arrange а 
knockout semifinal date with 
Reyes. 

Alcano also stayed alive in the 
oneloss side by beating giant 
killer Panfilo Damuag, 9-6, to ad- 
vance against Bustamante. 

After Gabica opened a 9-6 lead 
over Reyes, the man known as 
"The Magician" in the sport could 
only move within two racks three 
times, the last at 12-10 before 
dooming himself with a tough 9- 
ball shot in the 23rd rack. 

Gabica's earlier victims in the 
32man field were 2006 SMB 
Asian 9-ball Tour leg winner 
Gandy Valle (9-7) and 2007 BCA 
Enjoypool.com 9-ball champion 
Dennis Orcollo (9-8). 


ANTONIO GABICA CONQUERED 
pool maestro Efren “Bata” Reyes, 
13-10, yesterday to arrange a 
showdown with reigning world 9- 
ball champion Ronato Alcano for 
the fourth annual San Miguel 
Beer (SMB) Philippine Open 
championship at the Decagon 
Hall of Silvercity Mall at the Orti- 
gas Center. 

‘Alcano, also this year’s world 
ball titist, bundled out defend- 
ing champion Francisco “Django” 
Bustamante, 13-12, in the other 
semifinal match of the P1.3 mil- 
lion toumament organized by 
Soler Sports in partnership with 
Puyat Sports. 

The two finalists from Bugsy 
Promotion were disputing the 
P500,000 champion's purse in a 
тасео-15 duel at presstime. The 
runner-up prize is P250,000. 

Reyes and Bustamante, who 
will defend their World Cup dou- 
bles title in the Netherlands late 
this month, settled for P100,000 
each as losing semifinalists. 

The 35-year-old Gabica, who 
won the Asian Games 9-ball gold 
medal and a silver in the &-ball 
event last year in Doha, strung up 


just got lucky" 
said Fernando, 
a scholar of the. 
Ateneo golf 
foundation. 
The afternoon 
round was actually 
just a formality as Fer- 
nando lost none ofthe fire 
he displayed in the morn- 
ing to join the likes of 
a e such great names as 


e -— a4 = a 
"7. ». FERNANDO: Amateur golfking~* Frankie Mifioza and Celestino Tugot, 


previous tournaments. 
Crispino bested Bataan's Wen- 
dell Dacanay 8-1, to bag the fin- 
weight gold medal while the. 
fourth seed Samia won the mid- 
dleweight championship by nip- 
ping Meycauayan's Paul Nikko Di- 
топ, 5-4, inthe day's last match. 
Central Gym's Belarmino Uli- 
dan, who was ranked 15th, nosed 
out eighth seed Elijah Marcelino 
of Far Eastern University 6-5, for 
the featherweight title while 
teammate Christine Virtudazo 
overpowered Malolos City's Mary 
Grace de Jesus, 8-0, to take the 
middleweight women’s title. 
Featherweight Daphne Alindo- 


gan and welterweight Rubylyn. 
Mapa produced gold medals for 
the NTU Tigers. Alindogan over- 
whelmed S&A Workshop's Nika 
Baluyot, 7-1, while Mapa pre- 
vailed over Mary Kris Dalen of Ka- 
gayan TKD, 5-2. 

UFC's Ronnel Yadao stopped 
Davao EJAIs Leonardo Avenido in 
asudden-death duel after an 8-all 
count to cop the men's flyweight 
gold while teammate Patricia 
‘Sembrano snatched the women's 
finweight crown over Mary Ann 
Espina of MTM General Santos, 
1210. 

DPS’ Јута Marie Lizardo edged 
Leila Anne Nuguid of Slang TKD, 


5-4, for the women's lyweight 
gold. 

Region 1's Devi John Singson 
‘won the meris bantamweight 
‘over Jhomel Айаз of S&A, 8-7, 
while the women's gold went to 
Aleksa Alferez of Montea, an 8-0 
victor over Rizal High Schools. 
Rowena Ampilan. 

‘The lightweight winners were 
Brave Hearts Ron Alfredo Miko 
David and Karla Jane Alava of 
Rizal High School. David beat Jay 
‘Angelo To Ong of MTM in sudden 
death after both jins failed to 
score while Alava proved no 
match for May Shyne Maranga of 
Dragon Hearts, 8-3. 


SAN SEBASTIAN COLLEGE'S 
Sidney Crispino and University of 
the Easts Anthony John Samia. 
Jed the winners yesterday in the 
junior division of the 2007 Sam- 
sung Best of the Best National 
‘Taekwondo Championships at 
Glorietta Activity Center in 
Makati City 

Negros Taekwondo Union, 
UFC Taekwondo Club of Baguio 
City and Manila's Central Gym al- 
so produced two winners each in 
the five day tournament partici- 
pated in by more than 400 jins 


BENJAMIN Sembrano (left) scores on a turning side kick against 
‘who were all gold medalists in 


Newcomers 
shock Ucaa 
champions 


NEWCOMER LAS 
Pifias College came 
away with a stunning 
70-68 thriller over 
defending champion 
Emilio Aguinaldo 
College Generals in 
the sixth Universities 
and Colleges Athletic 
Association (Ucaa) 
mens basketball 


Lucky Philippines should repay Freddie Roach 


LOS ANGELES—THEYRE GETTING 
ready and theres the tinkle of silver- 
ware, the clinking of wine glasses wav- 
eling ай the way from dear old Manila 
to the clogged сопійог of the Wild 
Cord gym here. 

‘Of course, the famous boxing parlor 
"where the reverend Freddie Roach 
preaches the profitable infliction of 
pain doesnt tum into a mini-camival 
шүй next Saturday, first day of Fall, 
when the Manny Pacquiao Roadshow 
retums here. 

But it will be a small celebration 
when the Filipino boxing superhero, 
after an experimental training stint in 
Cebu City, steps back into the sweat- 
shop where ай the great things started 
forhim. 

"The bigger party will be at the his- 
toric Manila Hotel by the bay 

Based on the prospective guest 
list, ticked off by the nosy boxing 
chronicler Nick Glongco, a Wild Card 
regular being sorely missed here, it 
will be a strietly tuxedo affair the 
Philippine government will be host- 
ing in November. 
|. The event is the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) Convention. 

les actually more than just a con- 
vention. 

‘Other than the old technical semi- 


tered in the prizefight firmament for 
the RP victory in last month's Boxing 
World Cup in Sacramento. 

Maybe its also a tailspin of the joust 
for the historic pinning down of former 
President Joseph Estrada in a plunder 


case? 


donesia, Japan and South Korea, 
continue to hit the jackpot in big- 
time boxing? 

In case you did not notice, the cozi- 
est effort by the government for boxing 
comes in the form of a ticker tape pa- 
rade, followed by a happy audience 
with the President, for Filipino world 
crown winners. 

Noting the sordid lack of support 
Freddie Roach had earlier sounded a 
call for the RP government to set up 
several cinis, and possibly a national 
academy, where poor aspirants could 
enter and pick up the sound basics of 
thecruel sport. 

Funny how that relevant call had 
conveniently been buried in the hyste- 
Па over the many triumphs achieved 
mainly through efforts of private 
groups and individuals. 

For sure, those who would bother to 
dig into the secret behind the success 
story are bound to conclude that RP 
did everything with а иу punch. 

А sure, scientific shot at stardom 
could be assured if half the money to be 
squandered in the WBC pany is set 
aside for the more noble task of setting 
up free boxing schools in the hub of 
poor communities. 

The Reverend Roach would be 
greatly repaid and relieved that way. 


For the record, and this has got to 
be told, the Boxing World Cup was 
won by the RP team through the sol 
id efforts of Cebu sportsman Tony 
Aldeguer and his ALA Stable, with no 
visible government support whatso- 
ever. 

Anyway, the WBC Convention 
should be truly momentous if Man- 
пу Pacquiao scrapes past Marco An- 
tonio Barrera in their rematch in Las 
Vegas on Oct. 6. 

"That could assure there would be 
more than enough boxing excel- 
ence to showcase to the world dur- 
ing the convention. 

But there's another thing Buhain 
and his backers must prepare for. 

‘There'll be interested attendees 
who would check how the Philip- 
pines has achieved success, despite 
the absence of a centralized boxing 
development program. 

For example, how could a country 
with no boxing commission to speak 
of, unlike neighbors Thailand, In- 


I Fernandez, other UAAP hotshots 
join SEA Games squad tryouts 


GAMES TODAY 
(Olvarez Compier) 
102m—OharezCo- 
legeve ACSAT 
1130am—UCNvs 
әс 
Tama Sale-Das- 
marinas vs РОВА 
2:30 pm.—Las Pinas 
College vs St. Francis 


the fabulous Filipino hospitality 
morning, noon and evening. 

On the guest list are Don King, Os- 
car De La Hoya, Muhammad Ali, Joe 
Frazier, and. all card-bear- 
ing members of the world boxing 
glitterati. 


“The affair, by the way, is a brainchild 
of the happy-go-lucky chair of the 
Games and Amusements Board, Eric 
Buhain, favorite son-in-law of Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 

Buhain had to hold a smaller but ex- 
та expensive boxing convention in 
2005, a sort of dry-run with most invi- 
tees from Asia, to make sure this big 
one will be a success. 

Anyway, Buhain did not say it, but 
the WBC bash is obviously his way of 
splurging to thank all those who mat- 


tournament. 

"The Blue Lions leaned on the heroics of one 
of their two Nigerian point guards to score 
their ith win in nine matches. 

Nigerian standout Carlos Iroung went for a 
layup with six ticks to go, shattering a 68-ай 
deadlock and sending the Blue Lions to their 
third straight victory and a share of fourth with 
the PSBA Jaguars. 

"The General third straight loss shook the 
standings, with the Asian College of Science. 
and Technology Lightnings climbing to second 
position after they outplayed Universal College 
of Nursing, 88-78. 

"The solo-leading St. Francis of Assisi Doves 
(8-1) earlier downed the La Salle Dasmarifus 
Patriot, 79-62, o extend their win run to six. 
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CHAMPS: NBC president and Spring Cooking Oil basketball team 
owner Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla (sixth from right) turns over to 
Malabon City Mayor Tito Oreta the trophy won by the Cooking Oil 
Masters-Malabon in the recent national inter-city tournament. With 


them are head coach Efren “Yong” Garcia and 


is players. Padilla is 


helping bankroll the NBC-Spring team that will leave for Taipei on 
‘Oct. 3 to compete in the Hua Lien Invitational cagefest. 


WITH THE COLLEGIATE WARS ALMOST 
over, the Harbour Centre-sponsored Philippine 
‘team will have new faces in йз pool when it re- 
sumes training today at the Rizal Memorial 
Coliseum. 

‘Amateur basketball godfather and Harbour 
Centre owner Mikee Romero said yesterday 
the presence of UAAP hotshots Jonathan Fer- 
mandez of National University and Patrick 
Cabahug of Adamson will give coach Junel Ba- 
cali enough options as to what kind of a team 
he will form for the 24th SEA Games slated 
this December in Thailand. 

Although Cabahug and Fernandez аге con- 
sidered as two of the finest shooters in the am- 
ateur ranks today they still to prove their 


worth against other aspirants, including four 
FiLforeigners, to secure slots in the national 
team. 

“The RP training pool now has two of the 
best shooters in the land but they have to go 
through the process. But judging their perfor- 
mance in the UAAR I think they will ave pret- 
ty good chances of making it to the team,” said 
Romero. 

While Femandex is a spot shooter, the 6- 
foot2 Cabahug is catch-and-shoot kind of a 
player that makes him more dangerous than 
the other aspirants in the team. 

Cabahug, who plays for Toyota Balintawak 
in the PBL, is averaging more than 25 points а 
game for the Falcons. 


CUP WINNER: Commission on Election chair 
Benjamin Abalos (left) and Wack Wack Golf ала 
‘Country Club president Luis Tan flank David 
Kiao Seng Lao, winner of the recent seventh. 
President's Cup, during the awards rites at the 
dubhouse of the championship venue. 
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Air21 not giving 
up on Jaw 0 r ski you may be wearing fungus-forming socks 


ByMusong R. Castillo 


ROBERT JAWORSKI WILL MOST PROBA- 
bly accept the Air21 coaching job in the 
Ded ик ne eie 
ое Муен 
Sie a eee ti өт жы 
‘who asked not to be identified, in a talk with EC: 
the Inqunan yesterday. ral lo. 
севе ea [Гл кашы: 
year now” the source said. “Knowing the (for- | 44 granada, Ortigas Aven 
mer) senator, if he would decline the offer, it {Near Gilmore Townhomes 
would have been 
Кл 


mae sr x. | Thinking about hair restoration? 
SX a o. | Go where the doctors go...... 
‘oi | PIMEDAMAIR 


ment has not re- 
ceived a reaction so 
far, but the source 
said he knows team я 
owner Bert Lina is in o 1 c 
close contact withthe е 
61-year-old Jaworski. AY switch to 

The soure does S d d $ 
not know the exact a a 3 2 E 
details of the contract 'BEFORE hair transplant 6 mos. AFTER 2,600 grafts BBurlington” 
being offered to the (about 6,000 hairs) Т ® 
charismatic former | we at Pineda Hair Clinics specialize in hair transplants. Dr. Pineda isa | | єт T 
Toyota and Ginebra | Beverly Hills trained hair transplant surgeon and has done over 4000 | Ж: 
added that a lot of | we specialize in Hair Problems: Ше use the latest techniques: 7 
business considera- | ¢ we reconstruct eyebrows, © Follicular unit transplant 5 
tions have been. sideburns, moustache * Multilinear hairline grafts 
thrown in*by man- * We cover scars on hair * Up to 3000 plus grafts in 
aene ш | е areas 1 sesion 

he ing * We recreate natural looking © Trichophytic closure 

see that could pre- |  hairines * No bandage after surgery 


vent (Jaworski) бот | . We restore bald and thinnin: 

taking over the team W e May shower after 8 hours 

is if a greater calling = 

Comes along" said Our results are: 

пасе + Permanent * Maintenance free + Grows naturally using your own hair 
‘Jaworski is also re. | Сай now to schedule your consultation with the doctor himself. 
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TIGER Woods always turns heads with his game. With a round leftin the Tour Championship, the one that will draw people's attention is the prize money that looks to be going his way. 


Call him the $10-million man 


Europe makes it through 
rain, seizes Solheim lead 


HALMSTAD, SWEDEN—EUROPE TOOK 
three points in the weather delayed fourballs 
to edge ahead of the United States in the Sol- 
heim Cup at Halmstad, Sweden on Sunday. 

laura Davies and Becky Brewerton 
clinched a two-hole win over Natalie Gulbis 
and Nicole Castrale in the last fourball to be 
completed in wet conditions, giving Europe 
an 8.5 to 7.5 lead going into the 12 singles 

Europe needs to reach 14.5 points to re 
gain the Cup, while the United States need 
14 points to retain it. 

In the first two matches, rookie Linda 
Wessberg and Maria Hjorth halved with 


Paula Creamer and Brittany Lincicome, 
while Iben Tinning and Trish Johnson 
halved with Juli Inkster and Stacy Pram- 
manasudh. 

Brewerton and Davies beat Gulbis and 
Castrale, while in the last match, Annika 
Sorenstam and Suzann Pettersen defeated 
Cristie Kerr and Morgan Pressel, 3 and 2. 

“I think the weather maybe suits us. We 
are more adjustable to bad conditions,” 
said European captain Helen Alfredsson. 

ut Т am so proud of the way my team 
keeps fighting—they have such great 

Reuters 
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SPANISH national basketball team players celebrate their victory against Greece. 


Euro basket: 


Spain seals 


final showdown vs Russia 


MADRID—SPAIN WILL PLAY RUSSIA IN 
Sunday’ final of the European Basketball 
Championship. 

Pau Gasol scored 23 points and Jose 
Calderon made some big plays down the 
stretch as Spain beat defending champion 
Greece, 82-77, on Saturday. 

In the other semifinal match, Andrei Kir- 
ilenko scored 29 points and had three 
blocks as Russia withstood 30 points from 
Ramunas Siskauskas to hold off Lithuania, 
86-74, and reach its record 19th final 

‘After the Toronto Raptors Jorge Garba- 
јоза hit two free throws to give Spain an 80- 
76 lead with 18 seconds to play, Theodoros 
Papaloukas jumbled the ball as he drove the 
lane. Juan Carlos Navarro, who also fin- 
ished with 23 points, then hit two free 


throws at the other end. Calderon, а Rap- 
tors guard, scored 18 points. 

Vassilis Spanoulis led 
points and five assists in the game played 
before a capacity crowd of 15,500. 

“We showed that when we have to fight 
in difficult moments, we know how to re- 
spond,” Calderon said. 

Calderon stole from Dimitrios Diamantidis 
with 1:47 to play and made the subsequent 
layup to push Spain out to а 74-68 lead mo- 
‘ments after a two-handed dunk by Gasol. 

Calderon hit two free throws to make it 
76-70 moments later. 

Spain reached its sbah final in the bid to be- 
come only the third nation to lift the European. 
crown while holding the word title. It toppled 
Russia in the group stages 81-69. AP 


reece with 24 


Alonso confident of McLaren 
support despite spying ‘proof 


SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS, BELGIUM—FOR- 
mula One world champion Fernando Alonso 
expects McLaren to continue backing his title 
push despite his role in providing key evidence. 
against the team in a spying controversy. 

"Тат not concemed,” the Spaniard said on 
Sácurday after qualifying in third place and 
ahead of team mate and championship leader 
Levis Hamilton at the Belgian Grand Prix. 

"Tm fully convinced and totally happy with 
how the team behaved in this situation, said 
Alonso, who is three points behind Hamilton 
‘with four races remaining. 


Mclaren were stripped of their 2007 соп. 
structors’ points and fined $100 million on 
‘Thursday for having Ferrari technical infor- 
mation in their possession. 

‘Alonso's comments came after Intemation- 
al Automobile Federation (FIA) President Max 
Mosiey praised the 26-year-old for providing 
key evidence to condemn Mclaren. 

“Without Alonso we wouldn't have known 
what had happened,” the Gazzetta dello Sport 
Web site quoted him as telling reporters. 

Kimi Raikkonen and Felipe Massa qualified 
12 for Ferrari. 


Tiger takes 3-shot edge to final round 


TIGER WOODS NEVER 
liked tournaments where birdies 
were required simply to keep up. 
He managed just fine Saturday at 
the US Tour Championship, where 
a 6-under 64 only allowed him to 
keep his three-shot margin at the 
pushover known as East Lake. 

Even after a week of low scoring 
because of soft, slow greens, the 
third round was mystifying 

Zach Johnson flirted with a 59 ший 
he hit into a bunker on the par-3 18th 
hole and had to settle for a par and a 
course-record 60. Mark Caleavecchia 
shot a 63 and only picked up one shot 
on the worlds No. 1 player 

Woods was watching and laughing 
from the раг5 15th fairway as Cal- 
cavecchia made eagle to join him atop 
the leaderboard, but that didnt last 
Jong. Woods birdied his next two 
holes, and missed а 7-бос birdie on 
the final hole that put him at 19-un- 
der 191. 

Tr was the lowest S4-hole start in 
Woods career, and it left him poised to 
win at East Lake for the first time. 
Woods has never lost a professional 
tournament when leading by more 


TRA IME 
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than one shot going into the final 
round. 

As for the FedEx Cup? 

Phil Mickelson still has а mathe- 
matical chance, but the odds are 
about the same as winning the lottery 
without buying a ticket. Leftys only 
hope was winning the Tour Champi- 
‘onship and having Woods finish low- 
er than second by himself. Mickelson 
shot 70 and was 13 shots behind, so 
assuming he doesn't shoot 56 on Sun- 
day the $10 million goes into Woods’ 
retirement account. 


‘Tournament record 

All that remains, even if Woods 
doesn't win his seventh tournament 
of the year, is how low the scores will 
go Sunday The tournament record is 
17-urder 263, set by Bart Bryant two 
years ago. 

“1f you made a bunch of pars, you 
were going to get run over, so it was 
nice to make some birdies and get out 
there and still maintain the same size 
lead I had staring ош the day" 
Woods said. “You see the rounds to- 
day—60, 62—and guys were taking it 
deep.” 


CCalcavecchia was briefly tied after 
making an 18-foot eagle on No. 15, 
but he missed the 16th fairway and 
had to lay up short of ће green, and 
he failed to birdie the last two holes. 

He will play with Woods for the 
frst time in the final pairing, although 
it's quite a consolation prize. 

Calcavecchia, at 47 the oldest play- 
егіп the 30-man field, has become so 
tired during this four-week stretch of 
the PGA Tour Playoffs that he was in 
last place and teed off as а single in 
the final round of his last two events. 
When he finished at Cog Hill on Sun- 
day, he assessed his chances at East 
Lake this way: 

"Somebody is going to finish first 
and somebody is going to finish 30th, 
and 1 know who the favorite is for 
that” 

Even playing in the final group 
doesn't change his outlook on the first 
part of that equation. 

"IE play like I did today, have a 
lot of fun, evenifit’s not enough, Cal- 
cavecchia said. “Hell probably keep 
me relaxed to some degree a little bit. 
But it’s a round of golf with Tiger 
Woods. Its where you want to Бе” AP 
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September 21-23, 2007 


Festival Supermall, Filinvest, Alabang 


September 21, Frid 
Philippine Qualifier 
Open Singles Qualifier 


September 22, Saturday 
Philippine Qualifier 


5:00 pm 


top 16 wil qualify for Round Robin Phase 


40:30am 


Phase 1 — Round Robin with seeded players - (4 groups) 
(16 Open Qualifier 18 NDFP Ranked Players | 
4 players from NDFP Federations) 

Phase 2- Round Robin op 16 players - (2 groups) 


Classified Draw Doubles 


Soptember 23, Sunday 
Philippine Qualifier 


6:00 pm 


40:30 am 


Phase 3 ~ Round Robin top 8 players / Championship 


Classified Draw Triples . 


3:00 pm 


For Here informatio log on to www.ndtpdarts.com 
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Negros tanker creates 5 big POF ripples 


Pr fue Keer 


ШОШО CIY-JOSE MARI 
Erefieta got into swimming to 
cure a lung ailment. 

But the nine-year-old tanker 
from Negros Occidental found out 
yesterday that he could do more 
than just overcome his asthma in 
the pool after posting remarkable 
performances at the close of the 
Philippine Olympie Festival 
Visayas qualifying leg. 

Like teammate Joshua Balinas, 
11, Ereñeta came up with five 
“triple A’ ratings, producing his 
best effort in the boys’ 400-meter 
freestyle at the rain-soaked Пойо 
Sports Complex. 

"With a time of five minutes and 
50.22 seconds, Erefieta surpassed 
the standard triple A swim mark 
of six minutes and 49.10 seconds 


Пою Province 72 
поо City 

Negros Occ 

Capiz 

Antique. 

Negros Or 
Bacolod City 

Cebu 

Alan 

Guimaras 


NINE YEAR-OLD Jose Mari Егейе churns his way to the 400m gold. 


in the nine-year-old category. 

The Grade IV pupil from St. 
John Insttute-Bacolod also ac- 
complished triple A feats in the 
200m individual medley, 100m 
backstroke, 50m freestyle and 


Som butterfy for а five-gold Association. “Triple A ratings in 
medal collection. diferent events show that this 

“His (Ereñeta) last swim (400 child is versatile and could im- 
free) was really impressive,” said prove further as he grows older” 
Mark Joseph, president of the а his first-ever toumament 
Philippine Amateur Swimming since he leamed to swim two 


ears ago, with the son of an air 
force captain timed 3:14.29 in the. 
200 IM, 1:3258 in the 100m 
back, 36.25 seconds in the 50т 
free and 45.35 in the SOm fly. 

The tiple А rating for nine 
year-old boys in the 200 IM is 
3:35.20, 100m back 1:43.40, 50m 
free 38.70 seconds and 45.40 in 
the 50m butterfly. 

A triple A rating is a standard 
time in international swimming, 
"which means Erefieta is at par 
with the best male swimmers of 
his age worldwide. 

Balinas, on the other hand, 
posted triple A ratings in the boys’ 
11-year-old 100m back (1:18.62), 


1500m free (20:25.54), 50т free. 


(3176 seconds), 200m back 
(24920) апі 200m free 
22872. 

"The final day exploits of Erefe- 


ta and Balinas boosted Negros Ос: 
dental to third in the overall 
medal standings with 47 gold, 29: 
silver and 15 bronze medals 
Despite Negros Occidental 45: 
gold assault іп the pool, Toile 
province walked away with the 
Overall tide after amassing 72 
golds on top of 84 silver and 70 
bronze medals : 
Uoilo province scooped up 14: 
golds in amis оп the last day of $ 
‘competitions. 
Wrestling and muay thai als 
contributed heavily for the host > 
Molo Province gold medalists: Muay = 
haletan Aras (bantam), Адз Di 
"mio (ішеді), Jose bet. Sumo: 
(wate, Rx @ Lara ку mit Raly Pa- 


[ Sports”! 
£ MATCH 2 
Forum tackles 


boxing meets 
ITS ALL ABOUT BOX- 
ing in this weeks ses- 
sion ofthe PSA Forum 
atthe Shakey's UN Av- 
enue branch. Officials 
ofthe Amateur Boxing 
Association of the 
Philippines led by pres- 
ident Manny Lopez and 
sec gen Roger Fort- 
аша join Misamis Ori 
ental Gov Oscar. 
Moreno in the 10:30, 
ат. session to talk 
about he 2007 Smart 
National Open Youth 
and Women's Amateur 
Boxing Championship 
set later this month in 
Cagayan de Oro Ciy. 
Sharing the spotlight in 
the forum aired ће 
over dzSR Sports Ra- 
io 918 and sponsored 
by Shakey’ and Pag- 
coris broadcaster and 
sports columnist Ed 
Picson who wil dis- 
cuss the VisMin Cup 
championship slated 
Oct 6, also in Cagayan 
de Or. 


PCAP 5-stag 


derby kicks off 
A GUARANTEED PRIZE 
of atleast P500,000 
awaits the winners in 
the second leg ofthe 
the Pinoy Cockers As- 
sociation of the Philip- 
pines (PCAP) 5-Stag 
Derby series today at 
the Makati Coliseum. 
The eventis supported 
by B-Meg Derby Ace 
and Gran Matador. 
Efren Сала of Pam- 
panga (Bacolor Gold) 
leads the race for the 
coveted Stapfighter of 
the Year ttie with 4.5 
points followed by Nato 
Lacson of Bacolod 
(RSL) with 4 points. 


SIC stag series 


gets under way 
LEADING GAMECOCK 
enthusiasts from 
Metro Manila dash 
anew today inthe sec- 
ond ofthe sh-leg SUC 
Cockers Club 5-Stag 
Darby atthe San Juan 
Coliseum. Pit manager 
Renato Shio said Louie 
Cua with his entry LCC 
Leonard 2, Jon 
Мадади (Futuristic) 
and Osang dela Cruz 
(Goldquest Champs) 


wih RDIDIESEL ENGINE 


шемені | POR EVERY TASK. 
FOR EVERY JOB. 


Ishing with 4-1 cards. 
PSG stagfest 


round 2 today 
THESECOND ROUND 
of the Annual PSG 5- 
‘Stag Derby begins at 6 
Bm today wih sone 
Fotis tte Pasig 
Sui Garden in San- 
tolan, Pasig Ciy, Host 
Edgar Corone! sald nine 
Participants alie мо 


EVERY DAY. 
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Three couples. Three photos. Three stages of enduring romance. 
All of them portraying one thing - the unmistakable signs of mutual satisfaction. 
Indeed, the secret to a long-lasting relationship. 


Boost your Sexual Pertorm: 


PENREX 


HERBAL SUPPLEMENT FOR MEN 


WATSONS awarded 
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New Product of 


the Year (Health) | У, Svsanteed Sale 


Y, No Palpitations 
Y No Side Effects 
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CHEERIEST Who says the UP Pep Squad has nothing to cheer about? The dismal record ofits 
‘men’s basketball team notwithstanding, the UP cheerdancers show off their lithe form on the 
way to a narrow victory over the heavily favored University of Santo Tomas Salinggawi Dance 
‘Troupe, 92.66-92.16, in yesterday's UAAP Cheering Competition. UP's victory snapped 

UST's five-year stranglehold on the annual event. ‘NEU, нето 


MILO LEGAZPI LEG 


Veteran 
runners 
prevail 


LEGAZPI CITY—A SON OF A SARI-SARI 
store owner from Camarines Sur and а 
farmers daughter from Masbate dominated 
the Legazpi City leg of the 31st National Milo 
elimination race that started and ended in 
front of City Hall yesterday. 

Rio de la Cruz, who was born in Bato town 
and now resides in Marikina City, won the 
men's 21-кіютегег race in 1 hour, 13 minutes 
and 53 seconds while Joan Manangat domi- 
nated her division in 1:35:53. 

"The winners qualified to the grand finals 
оп Nov. 18 in Manila along with the run- 
ners-up and third placers. 

It was a big comeback for De la Cruz, 
who failed in his first try last year, placing 
ninth overall in the Nueva Ecija elimination 
topped by Julius Sermona, who eventually 
won the national finals. 

Mario Maglinao, a native of Pilar, Sorso- 
gon, and a third-year physical education 
student at Bicol University, came in second 
in 1:15:09 worth P7,000 with Gilbert Bina- 
day checking in third in 1:16:24 for 
P5,000. 

Manangat, a physical education student 
at University of the East who stopped her 
studies this year due to financial problem, 
found little resistance in beating her rivals. 

Te will be the second trip to the finals for 
Manangat, who placed runner-up to Luisa 
Raterta in the Naga City leg last year. 

In the 5K race, Rolando Anoñuevo won 
in 18:07 while Airagane Managat prevailed 
in the distaff side in 24:10. 

About 4,500 runners, 200 coming from 
the Philippine Natonal Police, answered the 
starting gun fired at 6 a.m. by Gov. Joey 
Sarte Salceda and assisted by Milo Events 
executive director Pat Goc Ong. Legazpi 
Mayor Noel Rosal flagged off the SK and 3K 
runners. 

San Pablo City in Laguna will host this 
Sunday the 16th stop of the 22 elimination 
races in this year’s schedule. 


MILO ALL STUDENTS NETFEST 
‘Tennis prodigy Dheo Talatayod of San Beda- 
Taytay returns a forehand during a his 


match against a Jose Rizal University player 
inthe recent 2007 Milo All Students Tennis 
Championships. SBC-Taytay, also made up 
‘of eventual MVP Jeson Patrombon, Kevin 
Mamawal and Angelo Antonio, went on to 
bag the high school boys crown with 2-1 
victories over RU and Ateneo, while 
Ramon Magsaysay-Manila stamped its class 
in the girls’ division, Macy Gonzales and 

JV Custodio powered RM-Manila to 

| e ite vith wins over Poveda (14), San 

Beda-Taytay (2-0), and Assumption (2-1). 
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ECONOMIC TEAM 

The Arroyo administration's economic managers pose for а group photo after the Philippine Economic Briefing in 
Makati last week where they highlighted the country's economic stability arising from strong fiscal and economic 
reforms. The government's main challenge is how to contain the budget deficit within the ceiling for 2007 given the 
slippages in tax collectioneffort of the bureaus of Internal Revenue and of Customs in the first semester. From left: 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor Amando Tetangco Jr, Trade and Industry Secretary Peter B. Favila, Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves, Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya and National Economic and Development Authority 
OIC Director General Augusto B. Santos. 
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«14 DOHC engine with VGIS 

= 4 channel anti-lock brake system 

+ Dual airbags + Euro ride suspension 
+ 60/40 rear seat split 

+14" alloy wheels 


Gift Certificate can be used to pay for LTO Registration. Car Insurance, Chattel 
Mortgage or as discount on car price. Gift Certificates are valid until fully consumed. 


Oil price surge 


Notes threat 
to inflation 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas has expressed concern 
over the potential pressures on 
consumer prices that can be 
caused by skyrocketing oil 
prices. 

Analysts said these concems—on top of 
risks from the severe dry spell earlier this 
ess would increase the probability chat 
the central bank would keep its interest 
rates steady during its next monetary poli- 
cy-setting meeting in October even as the 
Us Federal Reserve is widely expected to 

‘own rates this week 
quite clear that the outlook on infla- 
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My bank has more than US$50 billion in group assets. 
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Philippine Trade & Training Center, PTIC Compound. Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue cor. 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City Philippines. 
October 2, 3 & 4, 2007, 7:30 a.m. fo 6:00 p.m., 
эрү! Seminar Covere; 
Introduction fo Medical Transcription History 
MY industry in he US ~ MT Trends 
The Philippines as an Outsourcing Destination 
Professional & Ethical Issues in МЇ Operation 
Your МТ Market 
Starling your MI Business 
R components of an MT facility 
HIPAA and Data securi 
Screening & Hing 
house taining 
nancial Model & Simulation 
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MANUEL "MANOLING" MORATO 


‘The colorful public personality is 
part owner of a the three-star Best 
Western Astor Hotel іп Makati City, 
which now faces the prospect of 
falling under the control of foreign 


bank sold its obligation to so-called 
“vulture funds” more than two 


Morato's group secured a P400- 


Philippines during the administra- 
tion of former President Fidel М 
Ramos fora hotel project. 


made LandBank sell off this loan at 
a steep discount. If their new credi 


and his business associates now 


including penalties and interest. 

He is now assailing the Special 
Purpose Vehicle Act—the 2002 law 
which facilitated the disposal of 


sets—officials of his company's 
creditor, LandBank, its shell hold. 
ing company called the Philippine 
Opportunity for Growth and In- 
come (Pogi) and a court-appointed 
receiver for TF Ventures Inc., the 
company that owns the hotel. 


dent described the scheme being 
imposed оп TF Ventures as a 


Another 
P100B in 


“forced takeover" 


el's creditor- 


dBank of the 
vestors of Pogi “іп collusio: 
the receiver of is company, 


repayment 


way, Morato 
PLS billion, tion of the Constitution.” 


Bad asset cleanup 


and idle as- 


bad asset recovery. 


ran for Presi- 


disposals seen 


where 
shareholders “will lose controlling 
interest in their corporation." 

“This is a corporate raid,” he said 
in an interview, expressing his sen- 
timent that the move on the hotel 
was being made by the foreign in- 

" with 


“If we agree to their plan, it 
would result in our ownership be- 
ing diluted to only 11 percent [of 
the company] while foreign enter- 
prises will own 89 percent of TF 
Ventures," he said. "This is a viola- 


His story is a familiar one in the 
world of borrowers and lenders. 
Since the SPV Law was enacted 
five years ago, banks have sold off 
their nonperforming receivables in 
bulk to asset management compa- 
nies that were, in turn, bought by 
foreign investors who specialize in 


According to the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas (BSP), P97 billion 
worth of bad assets were sold off 
under the first incarnation of the 
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SPV cleanup a success, 
but borrowers left hurting 


SPV Law, while another P32 billion 
has so far been moved to shell firms 
like LandBank’s Pogi under the re- 
vised SPV Law. 

“1 feel we will see another P100 
billion worth of asset disposals un- 
der part 2 of the SPV Law,” BSP 
Deputy Governor Nestor Espenilla 
said in an interview. 

Тһе prospect of more bad asset 
disposals is good news for the cen- 
tral bank. 

For years, regulators have been 
trying unsuccessfully to coax banks 
into issuing more loans which, in 
turn, spur economic activity when 
the money is used for capital invest- 
ments or consumption. Before the 
SPV Law, their success was limited. 

At its peak in 2001, the local 
banking system was hobbled with 
close to P500 billion in unproduc- 
tive assets and soured loans. Banks 
simply had no money to lend since 
much of their assets were tied up in 
illiquid foreclosed collateral. 

As of the BSP's latest reckoning, 
however, the banking system's level 
of bad assets had already dropped 
by a third since then to only P329 
billion, due mainly to SPV dispos- 
als 

"Definitely the banking system is 
healthier now," Espenilla said. 

But good news for regulators 
may be bad news for borrowers like. 
Morato. 

Espenilla, who was the central 

SPVCLEAN Bé 


local 


Competing creditors 


"WEMAY ALL WELL BENEFIT FROM SERI- 
ous donor competition," writes an official 
from the Paris-based Organization for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) Development Centre, the exclusive 
“dub” of wealthy donor countries. He was 
referring to the way China has been aggres- 
sively pushing loans іп Africa and other 
parts of the developing world—and how 
the traditional donors are watching China's 
moves with concern. 


Appreciation vs apprehension 

Last week, we described how China's 
loans being extended to Africa, Latin Amer- 
ica and Asia are being met with both appre- 
ciation and apprehension. The apprecia- 
tion obviously comes primarily from the 
loan recipients. The apprehension mostly 
comes from competing donors, especially 
the traditional bilateral donors and multi 
lateral funding agencies like the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund. As 
we explained last week, the Chinese loans 
have features that make them preferred by 
borrowing countries, and the competing 
donors are understandably jealous. One 
has to look at the broader picture in order 
to obtain an objective view ofthe situation. 

Recent allegations of massive graft and 
corruption surrounding the ZTE National 
Broadband Network project have tended to 
cast concessional loans from the Chinese 
government in a bad light lately. The prob- 
Jem partly arises out of the fact that the 
loans from China are “tied,” designating 
specific Chinese firms as suppliers of com- 
odities and services involved in the pro- 
jects funded by the loans 


Tied aid 

More traditional donors now limit tied 
aid to grants, but not loans. Largely due to 
the clamor of loan recipient countries 
themselves, donors have increasingly pro- 
vided for international competitive bidding 
for their loan assistance. 

In the earlier days, nota few people were 
uncomfortable with how foreign-funded 
facilities like school buildings and training 


watt 
Phil Print ‘07 
Sept. 19-21, 2007 
PTIC, Pasay 
Booth 29 & 30 


726-3991 to 98 
Fax 723-7051 
етм. nqure@igretcom sn 
rmn com py 


а? та” 


знаех 
100" Printer ГА 


No FREE LUNCH 


Cielito F Habito 


centers were built entirely with materials 
and supplies from the donor country, all the 
‘way down to the light bulbs, screws and 
nails. In the case of one water filtration fa- 
cility in the Visayas I had visited, I was sur- 
prised to learn that even the gravel used to 
filter the water was shipped in from over- 
seas. Many of the foreign-funded buildings 
were seen to be over-engineered for our 
standards; some claimed that we could 
have built two or more similar buildings 
with the same amount of money, if built to 
our own minimum standards and using our 
own materials. 


Aid and trade 

Ie is easy enough to understand why 
donor countries would want to tie their aid. 
Foreign aid, after all, had never been entire- 
ly altruistic in its intentions. Aside from un- 
derlying political motivations, donor gov- 
ernmenis see their aid as a means for help- 
ing strengthen their own economies by 
opening investment and trade opportuni- 
ties for their own private sector. A Neda 
study in the late '80s estimated that for ev- 
ery dollar of assistance received from for- 
eign donors, about 65 cents actually flowed 
back to the donor country because of tied 
aid. 

Still, such tied foreign-funded projects 
opened the way for newcomer foreign firms 
from the donor country to discover" the re- 
cipient country, often leading to partner- 
ships with domestic firms, and leading on 
to more subsequent trade and investment 
linkages going in both directions and bene- 
fiting both sides. 


Beggars don’t choose 

Tris also easy to concede that donors аге 
entitled to Че their grants to donor-country 
Suppliers. After all, beggars cannot be 
choosers, ав the saying goes. 

But loans, it is argued, are a different 
matter. Since loans have to be repaid, they 
Still eventually come out of taxpayers’ mon- 
Sy bolstering the argument that the bor- 
rowing country must be entitled to explore 
Various options to get the best value for its 
money: Thus, international competitive 
bidding has increasingly become the norm, 
especially for the more expensive loans 
from the World Bank and Asian Develop- 
ment Bank. On the other hand, for highly 
concessional loans from bilateral donors 
{ike Japan, UK, Germany and now Chi 
na—where low interest rates and long re- 
payment terms are equivalent to a grant 
Eomponent—there is some justification for 
tying the aid, atleast party. 


Domestic sins 
Iris therefore not entirely out of line that 
China's loans being granted all over the de- 
veloping world are tied loans. As the new. 
comer on the donor block, they are merely 
doing what the older donors had been do. 
ing early on, and in some cases, continue to 
do. One might even argue that the require. 
ment for Chinese firms may not be so objec: 
NO FREE LUNCH BS 
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Banks’ property loans 
rise 3.8% to P218B 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


WITH PROPERTY PRICES REBOUNDING 
a decade after the Asian currency crisis, 
Philippine banks are becoming more 
confident to increase their exposure in 
the real estate sector, whether in the 
form of loans backed by property assets 
ог securities issued by property develop- 
ers. 

Real estate exposure of commercial 
banks grew 3.8 percent to P218 billion in 
the second quarter from a year ago as real 
estate-backed loans increased by P7.7 bil- 
lion, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas re- 
ported on Friday. 

Compared to a quarter ago, total expo- 
sure also expanded by about 3.8 percent 
from the P210 billion in real estate-backed 
assets in their books as of end-March. Dur- 
ing the same period, banks’ investments in 
securities issued by real estate companies 
grew by P200 million. 

‘The majority or 96.5 percent of total real 
estate loans were held by the bank proper 
while the remaining 3.5 percent represent- 
ed assets managed by their trust depart- 
ments. 

“The expansion was driven mainly by the 
bank proper, where several banks posted 
net increases in'their real estate loans dur- 
ing the quarter, mostly due to new loan re- 
leases to property 
developers,” ће 
BSP reported. t 

The industry's 
combined real es- 
tate loans grew by 
42 percent to 
P192.2 billion from 
P184.5 billion in the 
previous quarter. AS 
a result, the ratio of 
real estate loans to 
total loan portfolio, 
excluding interbank 
loans, rose to 11.5 
percent fom the 
previous quarters 
10.6 percent. 

Real estate loans 
granted for the con- 
struction and de- 
velopment of real 
estate for commer- 
cial purposes 
cluding infrastruc- 
iure projects ac- 
counted for 81.2 
percent or P156.2 
billion of the total 
while the remain- 
ing 18.8 percent or 
P36 billion were 
granted for the ac- 
quisition of resi- 
dential units by in- 
dividual homeown- 
ers/borrowers. 

There was like- 
wise some improve- 
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ment in terms of assets backed by real es- 
tate. 

Past due real estate loans fell by 9.6 per- 
cent to P18.1 billion from the previous 
quarter's P20 billion. 

“The improvement was mainly due to the 
sale of delinquent loans to SPV (Special 
Purpose Vehicle) as well as rigorous collec- 
tion, settlement, restructuring and foreclo- 
sure efforts,” the BSP said. (See related sto- 
ry on Page B2.) 

The extended SPV Law, which will ex- 
pire in April next year, waives some of 
the taxes and reduced fees usually col- 
lected in the sale or transfer of assets, to 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


ALLIANCE GLOBAL GROUP INC., 
the holding firm of property mag- 
* nate Andrew Tan, is venturing into 
the high-growth tourism business. 
AGGI president Kingson Sian 
said the company expected the 
tourism sector, which still has а few 
players in the local scene, to con- 
tribute 20-25 percent to overall rev- 
enues over the next three to four 
years. 
"Today, about 40 percent of the 
1 group's revenues come from its 
property business through Mega- 
world Corp., where AGGI holds а 
46-percent stake. 
As it enters the tourism sector, 
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this and its other businesses in fast 
food and brandy manufacturing are 
seen to contribute more to AGGT's 
total revenues in the future, thus re- 
ducing Megaworld's contribution to 
about 30-35 percent. 

Sian said AGGI was still studying 
possible locations for tourism pro- 
jects although he said that the Tan 
group owns a 15-hectare property 

in Mactan, Cebu, which 
may be developed partly for 
a tourism project. 

The company envisions 
its tourism ventures to be of 
the same scale as that of 
Sentosa Island in Singa- 
pore, depending on the cap- 
ital it may allot for these 
prospective projects. 

With the increasing 
spending power of the Fi 
ipino middle-class, priori- 
ties have increased from 
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just buying a house and buying a 
car to traveling. 

Megaworld is also closing a deal 
with the government for the pur- 
chase of the 54.5-hectare old Пойо 
airport in Mandurriao, Iloilo City, 
forP1.2 billion in cash. 

Sian, however, did not comment 
on whether this will be part of AG- 
GI's tourism prospects. 

Megaworld had said that upon 
acceptance of its offer and the clos- 
ing of the deal, ће company would 
apply with the Philippine Econom- 

‘Zone Authority (Рета) for a spe- 
cial economic zone license for a 
project that aims to transform the 
old Пойо airport into a new busi- 
ness district. 

Megaworld envisions its project 
to lure major business process out- 
sourcing (BPO) companies interest- 
ей to set up shop in the Visayas re- 
gion. 

In addition to office buildings for 
the BPO industry, the project will 
host educational facilities geared to 
provide value-added training to 
equip prospective employees with 
the necessary skills suited to the re- 
quirements of the call centers and 
other BPO businesses that will be 
based in the Megaworld project. 


Cautious trade seen 
ahead of Fed meeting 


INVESTORS ARE EXPECTED 
to closely track Wall Street 
ahead of a Federal Reserve poli- 
‘cy meeting on Sept. 18 that may 
result in possible interest rate 
cuts to boost a slowing US econ- 


‘omy, brokers said. 


“Tthink the mood of the mar- 
kets will generally be dictated 
upon by the statement of the 
Fed during the FOMC (Federal 

Market Committee) 
meeting. The markets are dis- 
counting a rate cut but its justi- 
fication for doing so will be 
key" said Conrado Bate, presi- 


Open 


dent at Citiseconline.com. 


‘Many on Wall Street expect a 
cut and are debating whether it 
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will be a quarter percentage 
point or a half percentage point. 
‘The Federal Reserve has kept its 
benchmark fed funds rate un- 
changed at 5.25 percent for 
‘more than year after a string of 
increases and has not cut rates 


‘An interest cut in the US typi 

cally weakens the dollar and 
lends strength to other curren- 
cies like the peso, analysts said. 

Investments 
Corp. vice president Eduardo 
Banaag Jr. added that markets. 
have discounted a 25-basis- 


Banks' property loans ... 


encourage banks to clean up 
those bad assets that piled up 
during the Asian crisis. It also 

documentary 
stamp tax, capital gains tax 
and e-VAT (expanded value 
added tax) and reduced the 


point cut in the forthcoming Fed 
meeting but not a 50-basis- 
point cut, which could propel 
global stock markets up. 

"The recession factor will 
prevail until analysts get a 
firmer hold of (corporate) third 
quarter profits in October," Ba- 
naag seid. 

Fund managers said the 
surge in oil prices has been 
shrugged off by investors as 
they instead focus on a surprise 
cut by the US Fed. 

World crude pierced the once 
elusive $80 mark three times in 
the last three days, closing 
above that level last Thursday 
for the first time. 

Last Friday, light sweet crude 
for October delivery fell 99 
cents to settle at $79.10 a barrel 
on the New York Mercantile Ex- 
change after rising earlier to 
$80.36, anew intraday record. 

“The market will likely track 
the Dow Jones Industrial Index 
as investors will have to dis- 
count the adverse impact of ris- 
ing crude oil prices as it touched 
alltime highs,” said Раш 
Joseph Garcia, chief investment. 
officer at ING Investment Man- 
agement. Elizabeth Sanchez- 
Lacson 


registration/transfer fees by 
50 percent. 

Thus, tle ratio of soured real 
estate loans to total loans eased 
109.4 percent from the previous 
quarter's 10.8 percent. This ra- 
Чо was likewise an improve- 
ment from the year-ago ratio of 
13.3 percent. 
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No free lunch 
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tionable if one considers that Chinese 
goods and services have tended to be 
cheaper—the reason, precisely, why China 
has become the virtual factory of the world. 

If there is graft and corruption surround- 
ing certain projects funded by these bilater- 
al loans (and Chinese loans have by no 
means been unique on this), it is not the 
government loans per se that we must be 
магу of, but the commercial transactions 
that they fund. Too often, unholy deals be- 
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tween corrupt domestic officials and for- 
eign supplier firms too eager to bag a lucra- 
tive contract spoil otherwise sound public 
investments. 

Competition is good, even among our 
creditors. In the end, the responsibility is 
ours alone, to ensure that the loans we ob- 
tain from our competing creditors truly re- 
dound to the greatest good for the greatest 
number of Filipinos. 

Comments welcome at chabito@ate- 
neo.edu. 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FORD MOTOR CO. PHILIPPINES 
expects to ship out in October its 
50,000 unit manufactured in 
its Sta. Rosa facility as the com- 
pany exports an average of 
10,000 units of completely built. 
up vehicles a year. 

ord president Richard Baker 
told the ” soumer business staff 
that FMCP was approaching the 
milestone as the firm main- 
tained its strength as the coun- 
try's only exporter of CBUs. 

The company, which also 
owns the Mazda brand, assem- 
bles the Ford Escape, Ford Fo- 

десиз, Mazda 3 and Mazda Trib- 
ute in its facility in Sta. Rosa, 
laguna. 


The vehicles are shipped out 
to Thailand, Malaysia, Indone- 
sia and Vietnam. 

"The auto maker's latest coup 
was the export of the Ford Focus 
to Thailand starting 2005. 

This was part of an addi- 
tional investment of $50 mil 
lion in 2003 that enabled FM- 
PC to expand its Sta. Rosa 
plant in preparation for the 
production of the Focus and 
Mazda 3 under its New Car 
program 

FPMC is the only participant 
in the government's automotive 
export program that is actually 
exporting, 

It started with about 2,800 
units in 2002, reaching an an- 
nual high of 13,500 in 2005. 
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When pressed for details, 
Baker said the company now 
preferred to give out data as 
each year ended. 

In previous years, FMPC 
shared monthly sales data with 
the Chamber of Automotive 
Manufacturers of the Philip- 
pines, even though it is not a 
‘member of the group. 

Last year, then FMPC presi- 
dent Henry T Co said the firm 
expected minimal growth of ex- 
port volumes amid a slowdown 
observed in the Southeast Asian 
markets. 

Also last year, company offi- 
cials announced an invest- 
ment of P1.1 billion to enable 
the Sta. Rosa plant to manu- 
facture so-called flex fuel en- 


line. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


spill response capabilities. 


plans. 


AlYahya said in a statement. 


Petron's project studies. 


INDUSTRY LEADER PETRON Corp. 
has secured a P12-million grant from. 
the US Trade and Development 
‘Agency (USTDA) to improve its oil 


Under the agreement, Petron’s 
operations and facilities will be as- 
sessed to identify what else it needs 
in terms of equipment as well as 
strengthen its overall emergency 


“We appreciate the strong support 
of the USTDA as we continue to bol- 
ster our in-house ой pil response ca- 
pabilts,” Petron president Kamal 


Since 1997, the USTDA has 
been partially funding some of 


Once project study undertaken in 


Petron gets P12-M grant from the US 


2001 was for the engineering design 
of refinery units, which were com- 


 missioned in May 2005. 


units were the maj 


the Clean Air Act. 


fourth quarter of 2008. 


forcing safety and 
across its supply chain. 


‘The ol firm is currently the only 
company with Philippine Coast 


‘According to Petron, these two 

‘components 
of its $100-million investment to 
produce fuels that comply with 


The USTDA also funded the ba- 
sic engineering design study for 
Petron’s BTX unit, which would 
produce high-value petrochemi- 
cals upon commissioning in the 


Petron said this latest study on 
ой spill response would further 
boost the company's capabilities 
to respond to such accidents, rein- 
efficiency 


Guard-approved oil spill contin- 
gency plans for its refinery, depots 
and terminals. 

Early this year, Petron joined Oil 
Spill Response and East Asia Re- 
sponse Ltd., the largest oil spill 
preparedness and response orga- 
nization in the world. 

‘This membership complements 
the oil firm's in-house oil spill re- 
sponse capability, enabling it to 
сай upon world-class resources 
for prompt and guaranteed re- 
sponse to oil spills of any size. 

"We will continue to adopt the 
latest technologies, equipment and 
procedures to ensure that we oper- 
ate in a manner that protects the 
health and safety of all our stake- 
holders. We believe that this is es- 
sential to the long-term sustainabil- 
ity of our business,” Al-Yahya said. 
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gines or those that can run оп 
either pure or blended gaso- 


‘They said the Sta, Rosa facili- 


жеге 
Есте ае 


FORD vehicles are shipped 
‘out to Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Vietnam. 


$100 million. 


ty would turn out 100,000 units 
of flex-fuel engines over the 
next five years valued at about 
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About 80 percent of the out- 
put would be for export to the 
region and the rest would be 
sold to the local market. 


RP New Zealand start air talks 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


THE PHILIPPINES AND NEW ZEALAND 
have started negotiations for an air services 
agreement or ASA. 

The highlights of the emerging ASA in- 
dude a grant of reciprocal rights for New 
Zealand and Philippine carriers to operate 
both passenger and cargo flights at the 
Diosdado Macapagal International Airport. 
in Clark. 

The ASA is also expected to establish 
rights for Auckland-Manila passenger 
flights. 

Members of the air panel said the two 
governments made considerable progress 
in two days of negotiations last Sept. 6 and 
7 at the New Zealand Ministry of Transport. 
(MOT) headquarters in Wellington, New 
Zealand. 

The negotiating panel for the Philippines 
was composed of officials of the Civil Aero- 
maus Board, Philippine Airlines and 


Clark International Airport Corp., led by 
Department of Foreign Affairs Undersecre- 
tary Franklin Ebdalin. 

The New Zealand negotiating panel was 
headed by MOT Principal Adviser for Air 
Services John Mcllree and was composed 
of officials of the MOT and flag carrier Air 
New Zealand. 

The talks deadlocked, however, on such 
issues as third-country code sharing 

"The Philippines has no problem with 
code sharing, as long as it is bilateral. 
We don’t want third-country rights 
thrown in," CAB deputy executive direc- 
tor Porvenir Р Porciuncula told the IN- 
Quinn. 

The governments expect to hold a sec- 
ond round of negotiations within three. 
to six months’ time, possibly in Decem- 
ber 2007, to complete the key agree- 
ment. 

In the meantime, domestic consultations 
areongoing on remaining issues. 


SPV cleanup a success, 
but borrowers left hurting 


From page B2 


bank's point man in lobbying 
for the SPV Law, explained that 
the dispute between TF Ven- 
tures, its court-appointed re- 
ceiver and the company’s new 
set of creditors (a consortium of 
J Deutsche Bank AG and Cargill 
Financial Services Internation- 
al) was not entirely unexpect- 


ed 


Survival vs recovery 

“In many cases, the borrow- 
ers have a comfort zone with 
the banks" he said. “Some 
times, kinakaya-kaya nila ang 
bangko (they can bully the 
banks). But they face more diffi- 
culty when the loans are trans- 
ferred to new creditors who are 
experts at bad asset recovery" 

Morato and his 
stress, however, that their hotel 
venture was a viable business 
that is capable of meeting all its 
obligations with just а lite 
more elbow room from credi- 


tors. 


They zero in on the court-ap- 


pointed — receiver, 


Bernaldo, whose recommenda- 
tions, he believes, are skewed in 


From page BI 


SRP P29,900 


Dubai crude. 


tober. 
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tion continues to be benign and 
the risks continue to moderate. 
because you have monetary 
growth remaining at below 20 
percent," BSP Deputy Governor. 
Diwa Guinigundo said. 

Excess money supply tends to 
exert upward pressure on the 
prices of basic goods as con- 
sumers are usually tempted to 
spend more when they have 
more cash in their pockets. 

“But oil prices are becoming a 
concern," Guinigundo said, not- 
ing the rise in prices to about 
572 а barrel for the benchmark 


US crude oil traded above a 
record $80 a barre! last week as 
a hurricane threatened refiner- 
iesin the Gulf of Mexico. 

"Definitely it will have an im- 
pact on inflation, not immedi- 
ately in September because 
they (oil companies) still have 
inventory" Guinigundo said. 

The impact of the recent 
surge in oil prices, he said, 
‘would likely be felt starting Oc- 


“Of course, what weh 
ing to happen is that with the 


favor of Pogi and its foreign 
principals. 

"Her recommendations are 
even more generous to Pogi 
than Pogi’s own report,” said 
Morato's business partner, Tru. 
man Becker. "We want her re- 
placed with someone who is 
more fair” 

TF Ventures has now peti- 
tioned the court to replace 
Bernaldo with another receiver 
‘whom they believe would treat 
the company "more equi- 
tably"—a common complaint 
that has taken years to resolve. 
in other similar cases. 

Meanwhile, emboldened by 
the apparent success of its as- 
set cleanup with Pogi, Land- 
Bank is preparing to sell off an- 
other P4 billion worth of bad 
assets in the fourth quarter of 
this year. 

The plan represents more 
good news for BSP's Espenilla, 
who stresses the importance of 
a stable and liquid banking sys- 
tem. But it is bad news for trou- 
bled borrowers like TF Ven 
tures, who must now face hard 
nosed asset recovery experts. 

“We are fighting for our sur- 
vival," Becker said. 


partners 


Rosario 


Oil price surge worries BSP 


decision of Opec (Organiza- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries) to pump more, 
there could be some room for 
stabilization,”  Guinigundo 
said. 

“But there's a downside risk 
again because there's going to 
be a hurricane in Texas. And 
then, of course there's still con- 
tinuing risk aversion,” he said. 

Across the globe, investors 
are avoiding assets from emerg- 
ing markets like the Philippines 
given the worsening credit 
crunch in the United States due 
to rising delinquencies in sub- 
prime mortgages. 

The US Fed, which has given. 
assurance that it will protect 
the US economy from reces- 
sion, is thus expected to cut 
rates by at least 25 basis points 
this week to help ease the 
credit crunch. 

In the case of the Philippines, 
Guinigundo said the BSP was 
expected to contain the coun- 
туб annual inflation rare this 
year below 3,1 percent despite 
the upsurge in ой prices and the 
adverse impact of the pro- 
longed dry spell on farm out- 
ри. 
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Fortune urges DOF to amend Pall Mall decision 


By Michelle V. Remo 
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cigarettes were already taxed at 
P26.06 a pack at the time these 
‘were still sold in duty-free shops, 
then the excise tax should be 
kept atthat level and not brought 
down to P6.74 a pack. 

BAT argued, however, that the 
importation of Pall Mall ended 
late last year and that the P6.74 
tax rate was already applied to its 
locally produced cigarettes. 

BAT added that Pall Mall pro- 
duced here has been in the mar- 
ket since 2004, cven before du- 
See shops imported the 
cigarette brand, so the tax rate 
on domestically produced 


‘NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT” 


RP land not for sale to China, Yap says 


cigarettes should apply. 

‘But Fortune said the move of 
the DOF to lower the excise tax 
rate on Pall Mall would defeat one 
of the objectives of фе Sin Tax 
Law, which was to prevent firms 
from going around tax laws. 

“Since tax laws are intended 
tocover future situations, in the 
event that Pall Mall cigarette 
brands are again imported and 
brought to the Philippines for 
sale, what then would its excise 
tax classification and rate be?” 
Fortune said. 

Under the Sin Tax Law, the 
higher the cigarette price, the 


higher the excise tax. But once a 
cigarette is classified under а 
certain tax rate, the rate should 
mo longer be reduced even if 
prices change in the future. 

"Simply put, the law seeks to 
prevent hedging or condition- 
ing market forces schemes, 
whereby manufacturers and 
importers would simply suffer 
the loss in the short term and 
await the final classification to 
be issued by the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue and thereafter up- 
on getting it, increase retail 

-prices and enjoy its profits at 
the expense of the government, 


іп effect а tax subsidy sanc- 
tioned by law, clearly not the in- 
tent and purpose of RA 9334 
(the Sin Tax Law), Fortune 
said. 

The BIR issued a ruling last 
year raising the excise tax on 
Pall Mall cigarettes to P26 a 
pack from P6.74, saying the 
higher tex rate should apply be- 
cause Pall Mall cigarettes were 
being imported at the time. 

BAT, however, appealed the 
BIR's decision with the DOR the 
BIR’s ‘mother agency оп 
grounds that domestically pro- 
duced Pall Mall were ішго- 


duced in the market even be- 
fore imported ones were sold in 
duty-free shops. 

‘The DOR upon approval by 
Undersecretary Gaudencio 
Mendoza Jr, sided with BAT 
and kept Рай Mall's excise tax 
rate at P6.74 per pack. 

Jose Mario Bunag, who was 
internal revenue commissioner 
at the time the BIR ruled for an 
increase in the tax on Pall Mall, 
reacted against the РОР deci- 
sion. He reiterated the Sin Tax 
Law's provision against down- 
ward classification of excise 


FORTUNE TOBACCO CORP 
has asked the Department of Fi- 
nance to reconsider its decision 
to lower the excise tax on Pall 
Май cigarettes produced by its 
competitor, British American 
Tobacco (BAT). 

In a letter to Finance Secre- 
tary Margarito Teves, Fortune 
president — Antonio Abaya 
echoed the complaint earlier 
raised by Philip Morris that low- 
ering the excise tax was prohib- 
ited by the Sin Tax Law of 2005. 

Because imported Pall Mall 


Statement 
Reporting Issues 


By Amy R. Remo 


‘AGRICULTURE, SECRETARY 
Arthur C. Yap assured the public 
that the Philippine government was 
not selling its land to China. 

In a Kapihan forum held at the. 
Sulo Hotel last week, Yap clarified. 
that of the 18 contracts, only four. 
were signed by the Department of 
Agriculture. 

"These contracts are meant to 
strengthen the agriculture sector 
and are not connected to any pro- 
curement of Philippine lands," he 
explained. 

The controversial RP.China 
deals were made in January this 
year during the Asean Leaders 
Summit, where the two govern- 
ments signed agreements cover- 
ing biofuel, agribusiness and fish- 
ery sectors. 

"These deals are framework 
agreements and can possibly 
bring in more investments in the 


country. We are not selling any- 
thing to any foreigners," Yap ex- 
plained. 

He assured the public that there 
was nothing to worry about these 
agreements. 

"Six congressmen want to in- 
vestigate this issue and there is 
по problem if they want to see 
the documents since these have 
all been made public," Yap said. 

Eugenia Go, DAs China desk of- 
ficer, earlier said these deals меге 
agreements for these Chinese 
companies to come to the Philip- 
pines and invest in the agriculture. 
Sector 

“We are not putting the coun- 
туз resources in the hands of a 
monopoly power such as China. 
As we did to other foreign in- 
vestors, we are only facilitating 
the entry,” Yap said. 

Yap earlier said that these agree- 
ments were similar to what the gov- 
emment did when it asked the 


Japanese to come to the Phi 

and put up their car plants here, or 
when it asked foreign investors to 
put up сай centers and 
technoparks. 

He also stressed that these in- 
vestments would be beneficial to 
the farmers because these would 
increase the pace of infrastruc- 
ture development in the agricul- 
ture sector. 

Consequently this could increase 
producivity and generate more 
jobs in the countryside. 

Yap also clarified that these 
agreements were “private sector 
contracts” and that the government 
had not released money nor ex- 
tended any bonds. 

“These RP-China business deals 
are not ‘unconstitutional’ or ‘in- 
sane” Its a great way to develop 
agriculture especially since there 
have not been too many invest- 
ments given to this sector" Yap 
said. 
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PNOC-EDC to take over 
four more BOT plants 


By Abigail L. Ho 
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YOUR LIFE EASY. 


interconnection project, and 
to Luzon through the Leyte- 
Luzon interconnection pro- 
ject. 

Тһе four plants are the only 
ones under BOT contracts that 
PNOC-EDC has yet to take 

Just this July, PNOC-EDC as- 
sumed the operation of the 
232.5-MW Malitbog and 180- 
MW Mahanagdong geother- 
mal power plants from CalEn- 
ergy International Ltd. when 
the 10-year cooperation period 
under the plants’ respective en- 
ergy conversion agreements 
ended. 

Last year, PNOC-EDC took 
over the operation of the 132- 
MW Upper Mahiao power 
plant, also from CalEnergy. 

The Leyte Optimization 
Plants, together with the Upper 
Mahiao, Malitbog and Ma- 
hanagdong facilities, all use 
steam from the ИРЕ 

The LGPF is PNOC-EDC's 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOP- 
ment Corp., a subsidiary of the 
Philippine ‘National Ой Co, 
will take over on Sept. 25 the 
operation of four geothermal 
power plants in Leyte that аге 
under build-operate-transfer 
contracts with Ormat Leyte Co. 
ца 

The four facilities are ће 
Mahanagdong A and B Top- 
ping Cycle Plants, Tongonan 
‘Topping Cycle Plant and Malit- 
bog Bottoming Cycle Plant, 
which have а combined in- 
stalled capacity of 51 
megawatts (MW). 

The plants ай use geothermal 
energy from PNOC-EDC's Leyte 
Geothermal Production Field 
(ОРЕ). 

According то PNOC-EDC, 
geothermal fluids go to the op- 
timization plants either before 
they are directed to the main 
power plants (referred to as 
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"topping") or after being di- 
rected to the main power 
plants (called "bottoming") 
for additional electrical out- 
put. 

The Tongonan 1, Malitbog 
and Mahanagdong A and B 
plants provide power to the 
National Power Corp. for dis- 
tribution to Cebu, through 


Microsoft taps Clark firm 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CLARK | FREEPORT—MI- 
crosoft owner Bill Gates has 
tapped Japanese frm SMK 
Electronics Corp. here to make 
a component for a new product 
that Microsoft is developing, an 
SMK official said. 

Herrie Raymund Rivera, SMK 
general administration manag- 
er, told “Aksyon Central Luzon” 
host Angelo Lopez Jr., who is al- 
so Clark Development Corp. 
public relations chief, that 
Gates chose SMK for two rea- 
sons. 

"These are the “capability of 
the firm to produce the receiver 
blaster for Microsoft and the Fil 
ipino craftsmanship needed to 
manufacture the software sys- 
tem.” 

CDC, the state corporation 
managing the development of 
this former United States mili- 
tary air base, said that SMK is 


biggest steam field, powering 
nearly 60 percent of the com- 
pany’s total installed capaci- 


[3 

PNOC-EDC is the country's 
largest geothermal energy pro- 
ducer, with an installed capacity 
of 1,198 MW, or 60 percent of 
the country's total installed 
geothermal generating capaci- 
the Leyte-Cebu transmission ty. 
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one ofthe top 20 Japanese elec- 
tronics companies in the world 
and is one of the top 10 export- 
ing firms in Clark. 

Temakes and assembles touch 
panel glass display, keyboard, 
remote control and other relat- 
ed electronic products. 

‘The SMK in Clark makes the 
connector, charger and blue- 
tooth devices for Nokia. 

‘The value of products it export- 
ed out of this free port as of June 
this year totaled more than $6 mil- 
lion, CDC reports said. 

Clark is now host to 36 semi- 
conductor and electronic firms, 
which have committed more 
than PS.07 billion in invest- 
ments. 

‘The CDC enterprise operations 
and monitoring department said 
Clark exported 5116 billion 
worth of products last year 

‘At least $790 million or 68 
percent of the amount was con- 
tributed by information tech- 
nology (Т) firms. 
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‘Gov't plans to issue 
peso-denominated 
-bonds to raise fund 


ZBy Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS, 
‘currently reeling from huge foreign ex- 
change losses, will soon get P40 billion in 
fresh capital in a single tranche through a 
"concrete funding scheme that will not 

‘strain the national government's finances. 

3 Under the scheme, the government wil is- 

Ў sue P40 billion worth of 10-year peso-denom- 

{inated bonds and remit ail proceeds to the 

{BSP Later the government vill reae а spe- 

{ cial purpose trust (SPT) entity that shall build 

Тір the funds needed to pay bondholders 

when the securities mature in 10 years. 

7 According to sources in the government, 

officials will sign a multi-year obligation to re- 

$ mit P4 billion each year to the SPT. To grow 
ўе funds, the money in the SPT will, in turn, 

Tbe invested in various instruments. 

£ In effect, the SPT will become a self-liqui- 

Í dating entity whose only role is to prepare the 

money to pay off ће P40-billion bond issue. 

$ “atthe end of 10 years, you have money set 

aside to pay for the maturing bond,” one 

Ssource said. 

2 The source declined to say exactly when 

they plan to float the bonds, but he said the 

scheme has not been included in the 2008 

budget. The government is expected to infuse 

£ the capital in the BSP in 2009. 

2 "tt okay because in 2008, the government 
intends to wipe out its deficit, while in 2009, 
theres already going to be a surplus,” the 
source said 

Since last year, the BSP's profitability has 

еп under pressure due to losses incurred 
"with the peso's sharp appreciation against the. 

Follar, as well as the high cost of mopping up 
“excess liquidity from the strong inflow of for- 

Хашт funds, particularly remittances from 
"overseas Filipino workers. 

"The P40-billion capital infusion is seen to 
bolster the BSP' capacity to provide mone- 
tary stability 

Based on the latest unaudited BSP income 
statement, he institution incurred P31.7 bil- 
lion in net losses in the first semester, mainly 
due to P41.83 billion worth of foreign ex- 
change losses. 
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BSP to acquire P40B in fresh capi 


urges ERC to 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


LARGE FIRMS THAT HAVE FU- 
eled the global information tech- 
nology outsourcing boom and 
have put developing countries 
such as India and the Philippines 
| on investors radar screens аге 
| getting to be picky, according to a 
recent study. 

"We do believe that the boom 
years for IT outsourcing growth 
have come and gone,” said Brian 
Tumpowsky ina statement. "Buyers. 
are leaming to be more selective 
and strategic in the way they ap- 
proach outsourcing and, as such, 
the pace of growth is slowing." 

Tumpowsky is co-author of the 
2006 Global IT Outsourcing Study 
conducted by Diamond Manage- 
ment and Technology Consultants 
(DMTC), à Chicago-based IT man- 
agement consulting firm. 

DMTC’s study reveals that buy- 
ers are still prematurely terminat. 
ing contracts, and questioning the 
value of onshore outsourcing. They 
are also struggling with the basics 
of determining what to outsource, 
measuring effectiveness and man- 
aging a global pool of resources. 

"The study further revealed that 


buyers are becoming more selective 
and strategic in the way they ap. 
proach outsourcing decisions, which 
is slowing the buying process. 

Buyers are concerned about con- 
tract renegotiations, extensions and 
terminations to seek additional out. 
sourcing opportunities. 

1n 2006, 8 percent of offshore 
buyers said they plan to decrease 
their levels of outsourcing over 
the next 12 months. This is com. 
pared to DMTC' previous study in 
2004 in which none of the buyers 
said they would decrease the 
amount of outsourcing they were 
doing 

Firms are reining in outsourc- 
ing for three reasons: either they 
mistakenly outsourced a process 
or function that is core to their 
business and are now bringing 
those back in; their provider over- 
promised and under-delivered; 
the complexity of managing and 
measuring outsourcing projects 
and relationships overshadowed 
the benefits 

however does not signal 

the death knell for IT outsourcing. 

ОМТС said the industry is alive 
and will continue to grow well in- 
to the future, although ata slower 


IT boom has come and gone, study says | 


pace. 

‘The pace of growth has 4е- 
clined significantly over the past 
several years. In 2004, 86 percent 
of all buyers told ОМТС that they 
‘were going to increase their level 
of offshore outsourcing—albeit at 
a slower pace than in years past. 
By 2005, that number had slipped 
to 70 percent and today sits at an 
all-time low of 64 percent. 

The good news is, overall, the 
percentage of buyers satisfied 
with their IT outsourcing deci- 
sions remains quite high, with 71 
percent of buyers saying they 
were happy with their offshore 
providers. in 2005, the offshore 
satisfaction rate was only 62 per- 
cent. 

The study polled hundreds of 
senior executives mainly based in 
the United States and Europe and 
studied industry trends over the 
past 12 months in the areas of 
spending, buyer satisfaction, out- 
sourcing impact and leadership of 
the changing outsourcing market. 

"Tumpowsky is arriving in Mani- 
1а to present a preview of global 
outsourcing trends and stra 
for 2007 at the Makati Shan, 
starting on Oct. 2 


reverse ruling 


By Abigail L. Ho 


SEEKING TO AVERT A POSSIBLE P2.60-PER- 

kilowatt-hour increase in consumer power 
rates in Luzon, the Philippine Electricity Mar- 
ket Corp, operator of the wholesale electrici- 
ty spot market, is urging the Energy Regulato- 
ту Commission to reverse a recent ruling ге 

garding prices at the electricity bourse in 
September and October last year. 

‘The original WESM settlement prices in 
September and October 2006 were decreased 
by the National Power Corp. In lowering the 
original settlement prices, Napocor based its 
decision on the time-of use (TOU) rates. 

But the ERC later restored the prices to 
their original high figures, which prompted 
the РЕМС to file a motion for reconsidera- 
tion last Friday. 

1n its motion, the PEMC urged the ERC to 
reconsider its Aug. 14 decision, saying the 
readjusted prices would only burden con- 
sumers. It said power buyers at the electric- 
ity bourse would be forced to pass on to 
their customers the additional costs 
brought on by the increase in settlement 
prices in September and October 2006. 

“Considering that the implementation of 
the questioned decision would surely have 
а huge impact on the consumers, there is a 
need to immediately suspend the effectivity 
of the said decision until after the ... com- 
mission has resolved the instant motion for 


reconsideration,” PEMC said 


Teves steps in to resolve opposing CTPL proposals 


By Michelle V. Remo 
FINANCE SECRETARY MARGARITO 
‘Teves will soon step into the fray over 
the compulsory third-party liability 
(CTPL) and work out a compromise be- 
tween the nonlife insurance industry 
and the regulatory agencies 

‘Teves said he would schedule a meet- 
ing this week with Transportation Sec- 
retary Leandro Mendoza, representa- 
tives of the Philippine Insurers and 
Reinsures Association Inc. (Pira), Insur- 
ance Commissioner Eduardo Malinis 
and other parties concerned. 


During the proposed meeting, Teves 
hopes that all parties will get to thresh 
‘out their differences over the CTPL 


problem and agree on a solution. 


The conflict stems from a proposal 
for the Government Service Insurance 


System to become the sole provider. 


CTPL insurance, and eliminate the ram- 


pant sale of fake insurance policies 
vehicle owners. The Department 


‘Transportation and Communication 


(DOTC) backs the GSIS proposal. 
The Insurance Commission, when 

was still under Evangeline Escobill 

‘opposed the GSIS model, saying 
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would displace nonlife insurance firms 
from the CTPL business. The Insurance 
reversed 
stand when Escobillo was sacked and 


The insurance firms, represented by 
Pira, also opposed the GSIS model, say- 
ing that a monopoly was unconstitu- 
tional. Pira added that thousands of CT- 
PL brokers stand to lose their jobs. 

Pira brought the matter to the Makati 
City Regional Trial Court, which last 
month issued a preliminary injunction 
оп the DOTC’s order to implement the 
GSIS model. The government mean- 


while implemented a so-called "interim 
solution" that was earlier agreed upon 
by the DOTC and insurance firms. 

Pira said in an earlier statement that 
the interim solution had resulted in the 
decrease in sale of fake insurance poli- 
cies, Pira added that there was по need 
for the Insurance Commission to insist 
‘on implementing the GSIS model to ad- 
dress fraudulent activities. 

But Malinis had said he found the 
GSIS model to be superior in addressing 
fraud. He added the commission would 
immediately implement the GSIS mod- 
el once the court decides in its favor. 
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DA plans avian flu fund from gamefowl revenues 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL- 
ture is considering the possibility of 
setting up an Avian Influenza defense 
fund from poultry gaming revenues. 

Agriculture Secretary Arthur C. Yap 
said on Friday that the DA was looking 
into the idea of tapping the PSO-billion. 
gamefowl subsector as a possible 
source of funds to combat the dreaded 
bird flu. 

DA is already in talks with the Na- 
tional Federation of Gamefowl Breed- 
ers to put the proposal into action. 

"The AI defense fund will be used to 
further strengthen efforts of the DA 
and the Bureau of Animal Industry to 
keep the country free from bird flu. 

With the country as the only bird fu- 
free country in Southeast Asia, Yap 


said local poultry raisers and growers 
were in a position to expand their ex- 
port markets. 

Yap explained that Singapore and 
Brunei could not be considered free of 
the dreaded Avian Influenza, because 
they do not have poultry industries to 
speak of. 

Gamefowl breeders, along with 
the whole poultry sector, would di- 
rectly benefit from the AI funds, 
which would be used for various pro- 
grams such as disease containment 
and prevention and corn produc- 
tion. 

‘Currently, the DA is setting up three 
more AI diagnostic laboratories in the 
cities of Cagayan de Oro, Cebu and 
Zamboanga. 

These additional laboratories, once 
completed, will complement the ongo- 


ing work being done at the Regional 
‘Avian Influenza Diagnostic Laboratory, 
іп Pampanga, the country's first diag- 
nostic facility that can promptly detect 
the Al virus. 

‘As for com, the DA is 
banking on the quick 
turnaround planting pro- 
gram to help increase pro- 
duction yields and lower the 
cost of poultry feed. 

Corn is a major ingredient 
in animal feeds. 

Yap said he had ordered 
the BAI and Livestock Devel- 
opment Council to look into 
drafting а compensation 
and insurance program, 
which can be an incentive 
for raisers and producers 
who would voluntarily re- 
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Convert your marketing plan into outstanding performance! 


Vase he manage ofa masheingor lent nti dey uod 

age, you are multi-tasked and you wear more and more hats 
simultaneously - planner, implementer, influencer, collaborator, coach 
and motivator all at the same time. You face uncertainties and have 

| limited time о act in an increasingly fast-paced environment, how do 
you get the job done right and promptly the first time? 


You face new challenges like translating marketing and sales strategy 
into a meaningful connection with your people, getting commitment 
from the sales force and clients, communicating to subordinates, peers 
as well аз bosses. You are also forced to make quick decisions based on 
incomplete information, yet, what happens if you "drop the ball” and 
start fire fighting, slowing things down instead of doing things that 
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portany outbreaks Yap added that the DA had sought 

The insurance can also be used for partnerships with local governments 
poultry farms that will be hit by any forthe prompt detection of any disease 
disease or virus. outbreak. 
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really makes the difference in the first place? 


In the end, it comes down to building marketing capabilities, in order to have excellence in EXECUTION as 
| а competitive advantage, bringing to life the marketing plan, as well аз solving issues not anticipated earlier in 
the plan. 
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FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Сай, 
09/05/2007 Automotive research and 
consulting firm AutoPacific announced 
today that Hyundai has won the 2007 
Ideal Vehicle Award in four product seg- 
ments: 
Most Ideal Premium Mid-Size Car: 
Hyundai Sonata 
Most Ideal Compact Car: Hyundai 
Балға 
Most Ideal Compact Crossover 
SUV: Hyundai Tucson* 
Most idea! Minivan: 
Entourage 
"Hyundai Tucson also took home the 
Vehicle Satisfaction Award 


Hyundai 


AutoPacific's second annual Ideal 
Vehicle Awards (IVA) ranked auto man- 
Vlacturers for how closely their 2007 
model year cars or trucks came to 
matching owners! expectations and cri- 
teria. The vehicles that customers said 
they would change the least were con- 
sidered the most "deal" Measure- 
ments for the award include consumer 
‘rust, anticipation, expectations and 
realty. 

"Hyundal has done an outstanding 
job understanding their target buyer 
andis creating the product that is ideal 
{for its buyers," said AutoPacific's Presi- 
dent, George Peterson. 


“These awards are a reflection of 
Hyundařs continued commitment to 
ош customers,” said John Krafcik, vice 
president, Product Development and 
Strategic Planning, Hyundai Motor 
America. "The Hyundai brand stands 
for industryteading quality, superior 
standard safety technology, and great 
value - with these values well continue 
to work hard to meet the expectations 
of our customers." 

To determine the winners, AutoPacit- 
ic asked owners to rate their new car or 
truck on how close it came to "ideal" in 
the following areas: exterior size; pas- 
senger roominess; cargo space; driv- 


ers seat comfort; driver's seat visibility; 
interior technology; power; ease of get- 
ting in and out; interior storage com- 
partments; and tires and wheels. The 
IVA ratings reflect input from buyers of 
new vehicles purchased from Septem- 
ber 2006 through December 2006. 
Over 24,000 respondents provided in- 
put for these awards. 
AUTOPACIFIC 
 AutoPacfic is a future-oriented auto- 
motive marketing and product-consult- 
ing frm. Every year it publishes a wide 
variety of syndicated studies for the au- 
tomotive industry. The firm also con- 


HYUNDAI WINS FOUR AUTOPACIFIC 2007 IDEAL VEHICLE AWARDS 


SONATA, ELANTRA, TUCSON AND ENTOURAGE EARN TOP CATEGORY HONORS 


ducts extensive proprietary research 
‘and consulting for auto manufacturers, 
distributors, marketers and suppliers 
worldwide. Additional information can 
be found at www.autopacific.com, 


HYUNDAI MOTOR AMERICA 

Hyundai Motor America, headquar- 
tered in Fountain Valley, Calif is a sub- 
sidiary of Hyundai Motor Company of 
Korea. Hyundai cars and sport utilly 
vehicles аге distributed throughout the. 
United States by Hyundai Motor Ameri- 
са and are sold and serviced by more 
than 750 Hyundai dealerships nation- 


Republic of the Philippines 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
San Miguel Avenue, Pasig City 


IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION FOR THE APPROVAL, 
OF THE SALE OF VARIOUS SUB- 
TRANSMISSION LINES/ASSETS 
WITHIN THE FRANCHISE AREA ОҒ 
MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL I ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. (MOELCI II) 


ERC CASE NO. 2006-458 MC 
NATIONAL TRANSMISSION 
CORPORATION (TRANSCO), 

Applicant. 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
‘TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 


Notice is hereby given that on August 13, 2007, the National 
‘Transmission Corporation (TRANSCO) filed an application for the 
approval of the sale of its various sub-transmission lines/assets 
within the franchise area of Misamis Occidental II Electric 
Cooperative (MOELCI I. 

“The Commission has set the application for initial hearing and 
pre-trial conference on October 1, 2007 (Monday) at three o'clock. 
Ín the afternoon (3:00 P.M.) af the ERC Hearing Room, 15th 
Floor, Pacific Center Building, San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas 
Center, Pasig City. 

All persons who have an interest in the subject matter of the 
proceeding may become a party by fling, at least five (5) days prior 
1o the initial hearing and subject to the requirements in the ERC's 
Rules of Practice and Procedure, a verified petition with the 
Commission giving the docket number and title of the proceeding 
and stating: (1) the petitioner's name and address; (2) the nature of 
petitioner's interest in the subject matter of the proceeding, and the 
‘way and manner in which such interest is affected by the issues 
involved in the proceeding; and (3) a statement of the relief desired. 


АП other persons who may want their views known to the 
Commission with respect to the subject matter of the proceeding may 
file their opposition to the application or comment thereon at any 
stage of the proceeding before the applicant concludes the 
presentation of its evidence. No particular form of opposition or 
‘comment is required, but the document, letter or writing should 
contain the name and address of such person and a concise 
statement of the opposition or comment and the grounds relied upon. 


All such persons who may wish to have a copy of the 
application may request the applicant, prior to the date of the initial 
hearing, that they be furnished with a copy of the application. The 
applicants hereby directed to furish all those making such request 
with copies of the application and its attachments, subject to 
reimbursement of reasonable photocopying costs. Likewise, any 
such person may examine the application and other pertinent 
records fled with the Commission during the usual office hours. 

WITNESS, the Honorable, RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR., 
Chairman, and Honorable Commissioners, RAUF A. TAN, 
ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN, MARIA TERESA A.R. CASTAÑEDA, 
and JOSE C. REYES, Energy Regulatory Commission, this 14th 
day of August, 2007 at Pasig City. 


Director ll 
(0 September T 207) 
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Republic of the Phillppines 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
San Miguel Avenue, Pasig City 


IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION FOR THE 
APPROVAL OF THE SALE OF 
VARIOUS SUB-TRANSMISSION 
LINES/ASSETS WITHIN THE 
FRANCHISE AREA OF DAVAO 
DEL SUR ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(DASURECO) 


ERC CASE NO. 2006-457 MC 


NATIONAL TRANSMISSION 
CORPORATION (TRANSCO), 
Applicant. 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 

Notice is hereby given that on August 13, 2007, the National 
“Transmission Corporation (TRANSCO) filed an application for the 
approval of the sale of its various sub-transmission lines/ assets 
‘within the franchise area of Davao del Sur Electric Cooperative, Inc- 
(DASURECO). 

The Commission has set the application for the initial hearing 
and pre-trial conference оп October 2, 2007 (Tuesday) at three 
o'clock in the afternoon (3:00 P.M. at the ERC Hearing Room, 15th 
Floor, Pacific Center Building, San Miguel Avenue, Pasig City. 

АШ persons who have an interest in the subject matter of the 
proceeding may become a party by filing atleast five (5) days prior 
о the initial hearing and subject to the requirements in the ERC's 
Rules of Practice and Procedure, a verified petition with the 
‘Commission giving the docket number and tile of the proceeding 
and stating; (1) the petitioner's name and address; (2) the nature of 
petitioner interest in the subject matter of the proceeding, and the 
Way and manner in which such interest is affected by the issues 
involved in the proceeding; and (3) a statement of the relief desired. 

All other persons who may want their views known to the 
Gommission with respect to the subject matter of the proceeding may 
file their opposition to the application or comment thereon at any 
stage of the proceeding before the applicant concludes the 
presentation of its evidence. No particular form of opposition or 
Comment is required, but the document, letter or writing should 
contain the name and address of such person and a concise statement 
of the opposition or comment and the grounds relied upon. 

Ali such persons who may wish to havea copy of the application 
may request the applicant, prior to the date of the initial hearing, that 
they be furnished with a copy of the application. The applicant is 
hereby directed to furnish all those making such request with copies 
of the application and its attachments, subject to reimbursement of. 
reasonable photocopying costs. Likewise, any such person may 
examine the application and other pertinent records filed with the 
Commission during the usual office hours. 

WITNESS, the Honorable, RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR., 
Chairman, and Honorable Commissioners, RAUF A. TAN, 
ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN, MARIA TERESA А.К. CASTAÑEDA, 
and JOSEC. REYES, Energy Regulatory Commission, this 4th day 
of August, 2007 at Pasig City. 


ATTY. FRANCIS SÁTURNINO C. JUAN 
Executife Director Ш. 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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National Power Corporation 
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BUY. SELL- PAWN 


pu 


You can now checkout more jobs from Job Market Libre everyday! 


Inquire about the Job Mark 


package at 897-8808 loc. 514 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2007 


WE ARE HIRING 


Ме are hiring for the following positions: 


* Office Manager 
(experience in recruitment is an asset) 
* Office Administration staff 
(experience in recruitment is an asset) 
* Administration Supervisor 
Secretary 
Receptionist 
e Customer Service Representative 
* Bookkeeper 


Please send your resumé to inquiry @cpnis.com 
or 
Call 633-4384 / 687-3299 
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SULTAN KUDARAT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
"Tacurong Cty Suran Kudarat 
тик 084-200:3158/ 4080: 064-477-0320; Fax: 06420023186 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


“The Sutan Kudarat Весне Cooperative Inc. (SUKELOO) ines Sealed Bids 
"rom Eig Baders lr adore projects funded under General Fund: 
1. Line Consuctons at йет Barangays ol Sen. Ninoy Aquino, Sulan 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2007 


Message of Thanks 


‘Tie family of the late 


TLUMINADA SUPAN PANLILIO 


ufo joined our heavenly father, on September 8, 2007 


express their heartfelt gratitude and wish for God's Blessing 
to those who visited, condoled, kept vigil, offered Masses, 
flowers, donations, Mass cards and attended the funeral rites. 


Special thanks to the Chorus Paulinus and 
Couples for Christ for their songs and prayers. 


Our Beloved Mama Fely 


Felipa Bautista Geslani 


of Baguio City and Sta. Barbara, Pangasinan 
(May 1, 1925 - September 16, 2007) 


peacefuly joined her Creator at the age of 82. 


‘She joins her late husband Dr. Ireneo "без" Gestani 
апа is survived by her children and spouses: 
Tess & Mong Quintos (1), Inyong, Marcelle & Freddie Salinda, 

Philip & Jessica Agcaoili, Pinky & James Sandoval, Liza & Dino Jalandoni; 
"ег grandchildren: Andre & Rachel, Anton 8 Iris and Ching Quintos; Sarah, 
Sandy, Samboy and Sabrina Salinda; Kitty and Janina Geslani; Alex, Derek, 
“мез and Sam 8 Cole Sandoval; Chloe, Cody and Kirby Jalandoni; 
her grest-granddaughter, Reese Quintos. 


Her body lies in state at the family residence in Baguio Cty. 
Interment wil be on September 22, 2007, Saturday. 
We request ай relatives, friends and pious readers to pray 
for her eternal happiness in Heaven. 


'HILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


OBITUARIES  — — — 


MANUEL HICARTE MATEOS, SR. 


Formerly Assistant Principal of La Salle Greenhills 


Peacefully joined our Creator and his loving wife 
Consuelo de Vera Mateos at 10:20 p.m. 
on 14 September 2007 at the age of 82. 
He shall be missed by his dearest children Aurora, Sylvia 
& Billy, Manny, Mike & Elicia, Mel & Jun, Elvira; 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, relatives & friends. 


For your 
Classified 
Ads 


requirements: 


HEAD OFFICE 
807-5808 
loc, 514, 516; 
599-4425; 697-2535; |; 
897-8425 (Tolefax) 


CUBAO 
912-9008 to 11 
(Aurora) 


MAKATI 
892-5578; 811-4361; 
811-4370 


His remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Chapels & 


Crematorium, Makati City. 213: 627 


528-0213; 527-3342 


MEGAMALL 


PETRONILALIMUN EVANGELISTA 


Joined her Creslor on September 14, 2007 at age 7. 


Beloved Husband 
and Father ¢ 


GLENN B. GOTANCO 


Passed way ін the Grace of our Lord 
on September 13. 2007 atthe age of 45 
His wife Maribel and children Arabel. 
Mayen, Gillian, Craig and Warren. 
relatives and friends request the pious readers 
te pray forthe eternal repose of his soul. 


тике TU шш о, 
сш зр ын 


Carmel Parish (QLMC) Projeti & Quezon Qd RC. 
Interment wil be on Wednesday, Б. АУА, 9, agg 
Pilipino Cemetery after the 80 a.m, Mass ОСМЕ 4/06 туа 


His remains Пе ia state at the Nacional 
Memorial Homes, G. Araneta Avenue. 
Quezon City. 

Interment will be on September 18, 2007 
st Manila Memorial Park, Socat, Parañaque 
51 9:30 am. after the K00 a.m, 


« „absent irom the body to be present with the Lord." 


2 torinfnians 5:8 


People, Eventse7 Products 
Pepsi Cola gearing up for 2nd Mafbex 


LEADING BEVERAGE COMPANY PEPSI 
Cola Products Philippines Inc is gearing up 
for its participation in the 2nd Manila Foods 
and Beverages Expo (Mafbex) in a bid to 


showcase its expanding array of products 
and services to їз ever-growing market and 
industry partners. 

The move was inspired by Pepsi Colas highly 


$ GUEVENTHOMES 


OPEN HOUSE 
DALY 


30% D/P 
5) 


[o 

tune, ЕНЕМЕ ГУП 

531-4121*534-9921*531-1384*534-8350 

(0920)950-4626*(0915)317-5553*(0920)911-0002 
‘werw.guevent.com * hbi@guevent.com 
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* Pa BG Hast on 


September 27,2007 ° Thursday * 2РМ * Масей, Robinsons Summit, Arca Avana, Маай ОУ 


& LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


THE BIGGEST PUBLIC AUCTION 
FOR THE YEAR 2007 


Over 300 properties in more than 20 cities ond provinces in Luzon 


For the complete list of properties, 


CBRE 


please call CBRE at (632) 759.2335 / 752.2580 сё monano ews 
Ог text us at (63)922.8568932 / (63)922.8568933 ‘AUCTION MANAGER 


СВ RICHARD ELLIS - The Largest Commercial Real Estate Services Provider 


CHERRYLYN C. ADORNA whose picture appears above, has 
a standing Warrant of Arrest issued by the Regional Trial Court 
of Makati City, Branch 146 in Criminal Case No. 07-1080 entitled 


"People of the Philippines vs. Cherrylyn С. Adorna” for Estafa. 
She is presently at large. 


If you have any information on her whereabouts which could lead 
to the service of the warrant of arrest against her, please contact 
MS. SUSANA С. МЕЛА at the НОМ Financing Corp. at 
No. 2067-C, Hawaii St., La Paz, Makati City, Tel. No. 8901858. 


ро зити 7.2007) 


successful stint іп the Ist Mafbex last 
June at the World Trade Center, where 
hundreds of exhibitors from 17 coun- 
tries in North America, Eastem and 
Wester Europe, Australia, and North- 
east and Southeast Asia participated. 
"The show was also highlighted by 
beautiful county pavilions of Aus- 
tralia, Asia, China, Europe, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand, and the United 
States, al exhibiting the best and finest 
in foods, beverages, and related wares. 
“Having participated in Mafbex 
gave us an opportunity to showcase 
the full host of carbonated softdrinks 
Pepsi, 70р, Mountain Dew, and Mug 
Rootbeer) and non-carbonated prod- 
ucts (Lipton ке Tea, Gatorade, and 
Tropicana) our company has-not to 
mention the services we offer our trade 
partners in terms of deliveries, ma- 


hine deployment, and machine re- 
pairs” said Pepsi Cola trade marketing 
manager Gian Enriquez. 

“Weve been able to open new ac- 
‘counts and accommodate inquiries of 
potential accounts,” Enriquez added. 

Pepsi Cola was among the many lo- 
cd and foreign firms that were 
swarmed by some 36,000 visitors dur- 
ing the event’ five day run. 

“Relatively, about 96 percent of the 
total Mafbex spectators came to check 
ош booth since we were strategically 
located at the entrance of the World 
‘Trade Center. Well aside from the mer- 
chandising advantage that we got 
from joining Mafbex, we were able to 
meet people in the industry who share 
the same interest and aspiration for 
their companies" Enriquez. pointed 
ош. 


Organized by Worldbex in coopera 
tion with College of St. Benlde-School 
of Hotel & Restaurant Institution Man- 
agement, Mafbex is supported by in- 
usar players and trade associations: 
such as the European Chamber of. 
Commerce of the Philippines, Filipino 
Intemational Franchise Association, 
Food Caterers Association of the 
Philippines, Food Entrepreneurs & Ex-, 
porters of the Philippines Inc, Hotel 
and Restaurant Association of the 
Philippines, Hotel & Restaurant Chefs 
‘Assocation of the Philipines, Organi- 
zation of Bar Professionals, Philippine. 
‘Association of Landscape’ Architects 
Philippine Association of Meat Proces- 
sors Inc, Philippine Food Processors & 
Exporters Organization, and the Unit- 
ей Coconut Planters Association of the: 
Philippines. 


QUISUMBING TORRES LAWYER SPEAKS IN BUSINESS FORUM 

Lawyer Laurence B. Arroyo, partner of the Litigation Practice Group of. various reforms undertaken to address the prob- 

Quisumbing Torres (ОТ), delivered а presentation on Arbitration in the ems bedeviling the courts. He then gave а brief 

Philippines: Wave of the Future? at the Philippine Business Leaders Forum ^ history of arbitration in the Philippines, including 

held in Cameron Forbes Room, Manila Polo Cub. In his keynote address, the salient features of Republic Act No. 9285, the ; 

Arroyo opened the forum by discussing the state of the judiciary and the ‘Alternative Dispute Resolution Act of 2004. Ап 
‘open forum followed right after the presentation. 
The forum was attended by 25 guests, most of 
whom are members of the Philippine Business 
Forum Inc. The delegates also included Quisumb- 
ing Torres! lawyers Leo G. Dominguez, partner of 
the corporate commercial practice group and 
head of the mining and natural resources practice 
group, and Ramon J. Quisumbing, partner of the 
tigation practice group. Shown are Quisumbing 
Torres litigation partner Laurence B. Arroyo (cen- 
ter), QT litigation practice group head Ramon J 
uisumbing (ей) and QT corporate commercial 
partner and mining and natural resources prac- 

* tice group head Leo G. Dominguez. 


MOLDEX SEALS PARTNERSHIP 

‘The Moldex Group of Companies (MGOC) recent- 
ly awarded the bored piling works of з latest 
project The Grand Towers to Advanced Founda- 
Топ Construction System Corp (AFCSC). Present. 
during the contract signing are (from left), execu- 
tive vice president of Moldex Land inc Augusto S. 
Refran, MGOC president Roy Joseph Z. Vinuya, H 


I: ай: SHAG SINNING 

EM g u- © 
т 

Moldex Realy ne president Rey gracio M. Di | 


eT Г 1 ie: с 


VP for operations engineer Joel Arceo, and Моос executive vice president Jose Angiolo C. Ledesma. 


Perfectly clean, profitable water at less operating cost 
THE ELECTROMEX UHP 500 WATER and runs on just 2 hp plugged ina 
refiling station is a high-tech filtration 220-volt socket It requires just a gar- 
system which undergoes full-time, беп hose connection with the water 
heavy-duty ozone generation, micro- — source. 
filtration and ultraviolet sterilization. The UHP 500 costs only 30 cen- 
This process works even with deep  tavos per gallon, and has a capacity of 
well systems, except for wells with 5 gallons a minute, or 3,000 gallons 
salt water concentrates and ой con- per 10-hour period, producing pure 
tamination mineral, non-acidic (alkaline base) 
The system costs P150,000and | cleanwater 
comes witha 1-year warranty, and The UHP 500 is perfect for small 
‘would fit in any small pick-up truck. businesses and for individuals who 
‘The unitis fully assembled and comes wish to start their own business right 
complete with stainless tanks, pumps, in their own homes. 
fiters, ultraviolet germicidal lamp and Тһе UHP 500 is environment- 
the heavy duty ozonator which kills friendly. It doesn’t require expensive 
bacteria and removes heavy metals membranes and salts and doesn't in- 
(e.g lead and mercury) on contact. The volve reverse osmosis and backwash, 
stand-alone unit weighs just 180 kg, which throws away 7 out of 10 gallons 


of water in the process. 

Call Electromex at 531-6782, 535- 
9069, or log on to wwv.electromex- 
inc.com. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E-mail: business@inguirer.com.ph 


‘Website: wiv inquirer netbusiness 


23. bita Margie Quimpo-Espino 
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‘Sari-sari’ stores... 
get shot in the arm 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


T 


HE 


COUNTRY'S 
informal neighbor- 
hood store industry 


has been on a steady de- 
cline in recent years. 

In urban areas, in particular 
ihe so-called sarisari stores 
have slowly been giving way to 
chains of gleaming 24-hour 


convenience stores. 


Recently, however, a group 
that seeks to leverage the pow- 


er of 


microfinancing has 


sought to inject new life into 


this industry that has long 
been, for better or for worse, 
of Filipino 


the icon 
trepreneurial drive. 


Ё кемек 


еп" MICROVENTURES hopes to get more of the country's top 


Enter Mircoventures Inc.—a 


self-described social business 
enterprise—and its first “mi- 
croventure,” the Hapinoy pro- 
ject, is meant to increase the 
sales and profits of microen- 
trepreneur sari-sari store own- 


ers, 


Hapinoy Stores are branded 
sari-sari stores owned and run 
by microentrepreneurs 
built on the backbone of the 
industry. Sup- 
ported by the Microfinance 
Council of the Philippines, 
Hapinoy is a nationwide initia- 
tive involving multiple microfi- 
mancing institutions in differ- 
ent areas of the country. 

“What we're doing is linking 
microfinance institutions with 
the business world so that we 
could empower economically 
and socially challenged Fil- 

said Microventures 


microfinance 


ipinos," 
chair Rafael Lopa. 


He explained that the insti- 


tution is an offshoot 
of the advocacy of 
former President 
Corazon Aquino 
who has long been a 
supporter of micro- 
finance as a way of 
alleviating poverty 
among the coun- 
trys poor. 

Currently, a pilot 
program is ongoing 
in southern Luzon 
and is targeting 
8,000 Наріпоу 
Stores owned by 
“microborrowers” 
of the Center for 
Agriculture and Ru- 
ral Development 
Inc. (CARD), the 
largest — microfi- 
mancing institution 
in the Philippines, 
by yearend. 

CARD is a logical 
jump-off point for 
the project, espe- 
cially since the mi- 
стойлапсе institu- 
tion already has 
390,000 borrowers, 
а significant num- 
ber of whom are en- 
gaged in the sari- 
запі store business. 

"Microventures 
initiated. the 
Наріпоу project іп 
ап effort to empow- 
ersari-sari stores by 
linking them direct- 
ly to partner prod- 
uct manufacturers, 
through capacity- 
building and 
through the com- 
munity support 
generated by the 
network,” said its 
president Paolo Be- 
nigno A. Aquino IV 

"Ms а result, 


The Simplest Way 
to Build a Data Center 


ғ 


Hapinoy sari-sari store owners 
are able to get higher margins 
оп their goods sold, save on 
new efficiency measures and 
have the opportunity to get into 
mew businesses that can in- 
crease their earning potential," 
he added. 

In practice, Hapinoy Stores 
pool all their supply require- 
ments into bulk purchases from. 
manufacturers and suppliers. 
Because of this, Hapinoy Store. 
operators are able to make 
more profit and sharing this 
with Microventures, as well. 

“What we're hoping to create 
isa sustainable business model, 
and not just one which will cre- 
ate donor fatigue," Lopa said. 
“We really have an antidole out 
mind-set.” 

According to the groups 
managing director, Мак 
Joaquin Ruiz, the project also 
aims to widen the country’s 


efforts toward the 
leged members 
ety—hopefully 


from the current 


and 


scribed the project a 


"The project ad- 
vances the spirit of 
entrepreneurship 

where it is needed 
the most,” Aquino 
said. "Through 
Hapinoy, the aim is 
to help our fellow 
countrymen Бу 
guiding them in im- 


shaped diagram to a diamond- 
shaped figure with a wide and 
stable midsection—all through 
empowering the poorest of the 
poor to help themselves. 
Microventures further de- 


tive which "aims to further de- 
velop the entrepreneurial spir- 
itin our fellow Filipinos.” 


middle class, by targeting their 


Teast-privi- 
of soci- 


transforming 
the social distribution picture 


By banding 
together, store 
owners can 
bargain for 
lower prices 


triangle- 


з an initia- 


Now you 


‘THE GRAND plan is to have 100,000 Hapinoy Stores set up across the Philippines irt two years. 


proving their current business 
and giving them the opportuni- 
ty to get into further business- 

Since its launch, some 1,000 
sari-sari stores, mostly in 
southern Luzon, have been 
transformed into Hapinoy 
Stores. Microventures officials 
said that the group's eventual 
aim is to have 100,000 
Hapinoy Stores across the 


archipelago in two years. 

“Our goal is to help each mi- 
croentreprenuer, to help each 
of our палау: (mothers), im- 
prove their lives and their 
livelihood through this endeav- 
or" Aquino added. "We hope 
that by being a part of the 
Hapinoy community our 
папауз will be given new op- 
portunities for themselves and 
for their families." 


can use your investments 


to finance your child's education. 


GOING BALD? 


Don't wait another 
15 minutes and 
another hair. 


The rate of a тап» 
hairloss can average 
about 35,000 hairs a 
year on a baldness- 
prone head. That means, 
when receding and 
thinning are at their 
peak, you're losing 1 hair 
approximately every 
15 minutes! 
As most men prior to 
hairloss have a total 
scalp cover of 100,000 
to 150,000 hairs or more, 
a mere 4 disappearing 
every hour go unnoticed 
- until it's too late. It just 
takes 3-5 years to go bald - often faster. 
But why do so many men let themselves go bald 
there's still time to seek professional help? 
It costs nothing to have a qualified trichologist analyze 
your hair and scalp. Learn the cause of your hairloss 
апа what the right treatments can do. Discover how 
your hair and scalp can be optimized for maximum 
‘growth potential. 
Call Svenson now for your free consultation. 


Syverson 


whi 


Liver Dream 


REDIT TINE 


+ Highly marketable real estate properties 
‘Traded club shares accredited by the bank 
= PSE-listed shares of stock accredited by the 


you've been planning К 


CALL 892-HAIR (4247) 


m 
Wr Gr Tower 


For more information, call 754-6596 or 89- 

oc visit апу BPI, BPI Far 

Provincial Business Centers: Pampanga (045) 
Lipa (043) 757-1000, Cebu (032) 23 


524 


Whatever your dream may be, you can now fulfil with BPI Family Savings Bank LIVE YOUR DREAM Credit Line. 
Хой te tour Dream Credit Line using the following collaterals: 


The Live Your Dream Credit Line conveniently comes with a checkbook for. 
Interes only for the number of days that you actually use the facility. Monthly payments for the principal are not 
required. You may pay any availment anytime, fully or partially, as your cash flow permits. 


dy Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 


Є 


> without having to sell your assets! 
> 


+ Deposits with any branch of BPI, BPI Family Savings 
Bank or ВРІ Direct Savings Bank 

+ Investment Funds/Placements with BPI Asset 
Management and Trust Group (АМТС) 

+ Government Securities 


bank 


Use your Live Your Dream Credit Line forthe dream business you've always wanted, for the dream vacation 
2 for your childs education, or for stock market opportunites. 


easy availment. It allows you to рау 


‘Start fulfilling your dreams with Live Your Dream Credit Line! 


3-100, log on to bpiexpressonline com. 


3 961-8378, San Pablo (049) 562-3711, 


BPL FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
1-3395, Davao (082) 235-3558. 
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DATA CENTER CHALLENGES. 
The backbone ol any business is the data center. nthe st 
decade, we have seen he rie of internet and Web bsed 
Technologies winch made the data center more strategi 
thon ever, Improving productivity. волот business 
processes, and accelerating change. Data cones are the 
Suategi locus ої IT ellorts to protect, optimize. and grow 
the business 

System dentes are now the main driver of data center 
space requirements. Newer ip denity ystems may have 
Siar ots tan heater they replace, Бі ey 


cooing. For example, new blade server packages are further 
‘Condensing the cormputma package. creating higher дету: 
Sac Tha peres power ond cooing sytem support and 
ecurements. Hh denity systems may generate more 
Fest thon the oysters моол tem tat they create hot 
Spots i the dts center, where temperatures десу 


‘DATA CENTER IN A RACK 
In response to these coocems and pressures faced by IT 
manage. Emerson Network Power hay troduced the 
Concept of биз Center in a Rack - meant te simply and 
Provide еме of bulding э data contr by reducing the 
employ and time required for deployment ol IT and 
терни equipment in any wating environment, by 
ыла care of the mision tcl physical износи, 


: | 
= 1 
EMERSON. | 


Network Power 


 Aaboried tutor 


i байо; these gost. One of these chalenges i the 
Pree oT nacre they р and aan han 


For more formater, contact Joana Ит ot (832) 853-1177 
19 78 or Emenon Network fors curumd diruta, 
rco tereti at 632) 6347999 lec. 2580, 


LAMCO 
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Tourist arrivals peak in Bicol 


E: Juan Escandor Jr. 
Tr guirer Southern Luzon 


NAGA CITY—IN THE FIRST SIX 
months this year, the number of 
tourists who came to visit Bicol 
rose by 37 percent compared to 
last years record in the same peri- 
од, according to latest statistics 
from the Department of Tourism 
(DOT) regional office. 

Translated into earnings, 
these tourists іп the period from 
January to June turned over 
P255 million in gross receipts. 

Camarines Sur, including the 
chartered Naga City, got the 
biggest share of the pie with 
P103 million from a total of 
211,180 tourists who visited 
the province. 

DOT's statistics showed a 
consistent increase іп foreign 
tourists visiting Camarines Sur 
since the full operation of the 
Camsur Watersports Complex 
(CWC) in 2005. 

‘This year, from January to 
June, the number of foreign 
tourists dramatically increased 
to 19,224 from 9,969 during 
the same period last year. 

‘Albay province, formerly the 
top gross earner, only contribut- 
ed 16-percent growth from last 
years record of 81,049 to 


year 


94,348 tourist arrivals this year 
for the same period. 

But Albay surpassed by 1,227 
individuals the record of Ca- 
marines Sur foreign arrivals of 
20,451 individuals during the 
same period. 

Catanduanes made a remark- 
able improvement in tourist ar- 
rivals, posting a 61.5-percent 
increase with 23,504 tourists 
paying a visit 

The DOT attributed the in- 
crease to the growing populari- 
ty of Catanduanes’ fine beaches 
and surfing spots, which were 
made accessible with the intro- 
duction of air-conditioned mod- 
em ferry services that link the 
province to mainland Bicol 
through 
anes route. 

Masbate also did well, with 
50,753 
province in the first half of the 


the Albay-Catandu- 


tourists visiting the 


compared to 37,319 


tourists recorded during the 
same period last year. 

But the provinces of Sorsogon 
and Camarines Norte were the 
losers in terms of number of 
tourist arrivals. Sorsogon suffered 
an 18-percent dedine in tourist 
arrivals compared to last years 
record of 38,054 tourists who vis- 
ited the province to the present 


record of 31,190 tourists. 

Тһе DOT report showed a de- 
cline in arrivals for Sorsogon 
despite its world renowned 
whale shark interaction in the 


towns of Pilar and Donsol. 

Тһе province was hounded 
by red tide occurrence, erup- 
tions and the volatile peace and 
order situation due to 


ALBAY, home of the 2,474-meter Mayon Volcano, is still a favorite among foreign tourists visiting Bicol. 


government 


cial killings. 


the Meanwhile, 


armed conflit between 
and communist 
rebels and reports on extrajudi- 2006 to 38,695 tourists in the 


Camarines 


(First of two parts) 


IN HER SEVENTH SONA, PRE- 
sident Macapagal-Arroyo promised 
crucial reforms to hike revenues, re- 
duce the budget deficit and tame in- 
Nation. 

With more foreign investments 
expected in the next 20 years, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo hopes that 
by then, “poverty shall have been 
marginalized and the marginalized 
raised to a robust middle-class.” 


How is poverty defined 

Republic Act 8425 known as the 
Social Reform and Poverty Allevia- 
tion Act defines the poor as individ- 
uals and families whose income fall 
below the poverty threshold as de 
fined by the government, and who 
cannot afford in a sustained man- 
mer to provide their basic needs of 
food, health, education, housing 
and other amenities of life. The Na- 
tional Statistical Coordination 
Board states that: "For 2007, Fil 
ipino families consisting of five 
members should be earning а com- 
bined monthly income of P6,195 in 
order to meet their most basic food 
and nonfood needs for this year. А 
sole breadwinner in a five-member 
family residing at the National Cap- 
ital Region is expected to find a dif- 
ficult task in bringing the entire 
family above the poverty line if 
he/she only earns at most P 265 per 
or 


Ways to alleviate poverty 

There are many ways by which 
the government can alleviate pover- 
ty One of them is through taxation. 

From a layman's point of view, 
taxation is an act of government to 
get from those who have, to sustain 
its operations and to benefit those 
whodo not have. 

In short, itis resource allocation. 

"This resource allocation comes in 
two forms, namely: Outright tax ex- 
emption or preferential tax rate and 
revenue allocation. 

Outright tax exemption means 
that the government is not collecting 
any tax, while preferential tax rate 
means that the government is im- 
posing a reduced tax rate. 

For example, individuals in the 
lower-income brackets are either in- 
come tax exempt or subject to lower 
tax rates of 5, 10 or 15 percent, ver- 
sus those with high income who are 
taxed at 32 percent. 

‘Thus, а family man with four 
qualified dependent children and 
earning the minimum wage of P362 
а day ог ап average of P9,000 а 
month, will pay not more than 
P4,350 a year. 

Overseas Filipino workers are also 
tax exempt on their foreign-sourced 
income. 

‘Small businesses or those with 
gross sales or receipts from business- 
es not exceeding P1.5 million in any 
12-month period are not subject to 
the 12 percent VAT. 

Instead, they are taxed at the rate 
of 3 percent of their gross quarterly 
sales or receipts. 

Аз we go about our daily Ше, we 
must provide for our basic needs of 


food, shelter, health care and educa- 
tion. 

То reduce the cost of basic needs 
and hopefully 
make them а/- 
fordable to the 
poor, our tax laws 
provide for cer- 
tain tax exemp- 
tions as follows: 


Food-related 

The National 
Internal Revenue Code (NIRC) 
grants VAT exemption to some trans- 
actions relating to the importation, 
sale or production of food items, 
Such as: Agricultural and marine 
food products in their original state; 
livestock and рошіту-ргодисіп 
foods (ог human consump- 
tion—thus, fish, vegetables, meat 
and fruits we buy from the market. 
are exempt from VAT; fertilizers; 
seeds, seedlings and  fingerlings; 
fish, prawn, livestock and pouluy 
feeds; services by agricultural con- 
tract growers and milling of palay, 
corn and sugar cane; and sales by 
agricultural cooperatives duly regis- 
tered with the Cooperative Develop- 
‘ment Authority 

Housing is being made affordable 
also through VAT exemption. 

For example, lease of a residential 
unit with monthly rental not exceed- 
ing P10,000 is exempt from VAT. The 
same is true with the sale of house 
and lot not exceeding P2.5 million. 


Health care 

То reduce the cost of health care, 
the law exempts from VAT medical, 
dental, hospital, and veterinary ser- 
vices except those rendered by pro- 
fessionals 

Educational Services. Likewise, 
the cost of education is being sup- 
ported by exempting from VAT edu- 
‘ational services of duly accredited 
private educational institutions, and 
the sale, importation, printing or 
publication of books. 

Income tax relief of schools and 
hospitals. In addition to being VAT 
exempt, nonstock and nonprofit 
private educational institutions 
and government educational insti 
tutions are exempt from corporate 
income tax, while proprietary or 
profit-oriented educational institu 
tions are taxed only at 10 percent 
(as against the regular 35 percent 
rate) of taxable income from direct 
school operations, provided 
come from unrelated activities 
does not exceed 50 percent of total 


MAPPING 


„gross income. 


Similarly, nonprofit private hospi- 
tals are taxed at 10 percent. 


‘Tax relief to BMBEs 

‘The government encourages the 
formation and growth of Barangay 
Micro Business Enterprises ог 
BMBEs-to serve as seedbeds of Fil- 
ipino entrepreneurial talents and 
generate employment and help the 
poor at the barangay level. 

Under the enabling law, Republic. 
Act 9278, BMBEs are exempt from 
income tax on income from opera- 
tions. 

То reduce the cost of BMBE bor- 


THE FUTURE 
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rowings ‘from accredited financial 
institutions, interest, commissions 
and discounts on loans earned by 
said institutions 

" are exempt from 

the gross receipts 


Revenue allocation. 

Another mecha- 
nism to help the 
poor is through 
budget or revenue 
allocation. 

‘Ar the National Level. Tax revenue 
is the main source of government in- 
come. At least 60 percent of tax col- 
lected accrues to the National Trea- 
sury and is made available for gener- 
al expenditures 

‘The revenue is allotted to various 
government departments and agen- 
cies taking into account their opera- 
tional and project requirements. 

This allotment goes through a te- 
dious budgetary process before it 
can be disbursed. 

As part of the administrations 
commitment to alleviate poverty, 
Malacafiang recently proposed а 60- 
percent budget increase for pro- 
poor programs and projects for fiscal 
year 2008, or a total of P166.8 bil- 
lion compared to P104.5 billion for 
this year 

location to LGUs. Ar the local 
levels, revenue allocation comes in 
the form of: Internal revenue allot- 
ment (IRA), share of LGUs in na- 
tion's wealth, share of LGUs in the 
proceeds of the reformed VAT law, 
and share in 5 percent Gross Income 
Tax or (GIT) under the Philippine 
Economic Zone Authority (Peza) 
Law. 

Internal Revenue Allotment 
(IRA). Atleast 30 percent of internal 
revenue collections, known as IRA, 
are allocated to the LGUs through- 
out the country as provided for in 
the NIRC and the Local Government 
Code. 

Provinces, cities, municipalities 
and barangays share in the IRA 
based on area, population and equal 
sharing up to a certain percentage. 


LGU share 

LGUs also have a 40-percent 
share in the national government's 
collection from excise taxes on 
mineral products, royalties, and 
such other taxes, fees or charges, 
and from its share in any coproduc- 
tion, joint venture or production 
sharing agreement in the utiliza- 
tion and development of the na- 
tional wealth within their territori- 
al jurisdiction. 

In May 2005, the government 
adopted a fiscal reform program 
which included increasing the cor- 
porate income tax rate from 32 to 35 
percent and the VAT rate from 10 to 
12 percent. 

If you may recall, this was а pro- 
ject of former Senator Ralph Recto 
‘and some people say that this is one 
reason why he lost in the recent elec- 
tion. 

The good news is that the LGUs’ 
share in the incremental VAT collec- 
tions and 50 percent thereof are ear- 
marked for construction of school 


Poverty alleviation through taxation 


buildings, health insurance, envi- 
ronmental conservation and agricul- 
tural modernization. 

The Peza Law also provides that 2- 
to S-percent tax on gross income 
earned by all business enterprises 
within the economic zones shall be 
directly remitted to the treasurer's 
office of the municipality or city 
where the enterprises are located. 

Innovations in tax administration 
and collection. 

То further increase tax collection, 
the BIR and the Bureau of Customs 
continue to innovate by using the 
latest technology and marketing 
techniques. 


Computerization 

Foremost of the initiatives is the 
‘Tax Computerization Program start- 
ed in 1994. 

‘The core of the Computerization 
Program is an integrated tax sys- 
tem with a standard processing 
framework designed to increase 
revenue collections, improve tax- 
payer service, promote better tax- 
payer compliance, and improve op- 
erational efficiency and trans- 
рагепсу. 

The Integrated Tax System is a set 
of related systems and processes 
that provides maximum automation 
and minimum manual intervention 
їп BIR operations. 

With 14 application systems in 
place, it allows the Bureau to ap- 
proach ай of its information and ma- 
jor business functions in a consoli- 
dated manner. 

‘The Relief or the Reconciliation 
for Listing and Enforcement Pro 
gram or the “no contact audit ap- 
proach” works by matching the data 
‘on sales provided by suppliers with 
the data on purchases provided by 
buyers. 

‘This matching technique discloses 
large discrepancies in sales and pur- 
chases which provided the BIR a ba- 
sis to assess and collect substantial 
deficiency income tax and value- 
added tax from many taxpayer 

Starting in 2001, the Electronic 
Filing and Payment System (EFPS) 
has been in place consistent with the 
requirements of the “Electronic 
Commerce Act.” 

Large and nonlarge taxpayers 
have availed themselves of the elec- 
tronic filing and payment system, 
thereby promoting more efficient 
tax collection. 

Also, staggered filing of certain 
monthly tax returns based on five in- 
dustry classifications have helped 
facilitate tax collection. 

(To be continued) 


(The article reflects the personal 
opinion of the author and does not re- 
Дес the official stand of the Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines. 
The author is chair and senior partner 
of Isla Lipana & Co,/Pricewater- 
iouseCoopers. This article is an ex- 
cerpt of a paper she delivered on Au- 
gust 30, 2007 at the Inaugural Grand 
Academic Conference of Adamson 
University on the theme “Harnessing 
Advances in Science and Technology 
for Poverty Reduction." Feedback at 
‘mapsec@globenet.com.ph.) 
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NOIRS T ORIETNPQURERSOUTHONLUZON. 


the Мопев tourist arrivals declined 


by 6 percent, from 39,085 in 


first six-month period of this 
year. 


GOINGS-ON 


Juan new LCF president 

CHIT U. JUAN of Figaro Foundation has been 
elected president of the League of Corporate 
Foundations, taking over from Malu Emi of 
Petron Foundation who is now chair of the 73- 
member organization composed of the coun- 
тув top corporate foundations. 

Other members of the board of trustees are 
Col. Alex Escaño of MFI Foundation, Sonny 
Carpio of Aboitiz Foundation, Kenneth Harti- 
gan-Go of Zuelig Foundation, Linda Atayde of 
SM Foundation, Marivic Sarmiento of 
Sarmiento Foundation and Blane Go-Mapa of 
EYE Foundation. 


Perfume-making seminar set 
THE GOLDEN TREASURE Skills Development 
Program will conduct a one-day seminar on. 
perfume-making at the Vermont Blooms Un- 
limited at 9 Anonas Rd., Proj., 3, Quezon City 
оп Sept. 23, Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Topics to be discussed are sourcing of ma- 
terials and costing. Participants will undergo 
hands-on training on making perfume spray, 
cologne spray, roll-on perfume, cream type 
perfume and gel solid type perfume. 

For questions, call 952-68-37, 913-65-51, 
436-78-26 and 421-15-77. 


Stalla partners with La Salle 
THE STALLA Review Program, a top global 
chartered financial analyst (CFA) review pro- 
gram provider, has partnered with the De La 
Salle Professional Schools to deliver afford- 
able and quality CFA review programs to inter- 
ested participants. 

The partnership is designed to maximize the 
learning experience of Philippine candidates. 
For the Decembor 2007 exam level 1, the pro- 
gram started last Sept. 8 and will end in 
November. 

A CFA designation is recognized globally as 
the gold standard for investment profession- 
ав. 

For more information, visit www fundmet- 
rics.com or call De La Salle Professional 
Schools at 753-4611 to 14 local 102. 


Robinsons goes direct clearing 
ROBINSONS BANK, JG Summit Holdings 
Inc.'s financial services arm, was recently ac- 
corded direct clearing participation by the 
Philippine Clearing House Corp. (PCHC). 

Ina statement, RSBank said the migration 
was mainly due to its continuous expansion in 
business operations resulting in rapid growth. 

For inquiries on RSBank’s products and ser- 
Vices, customers may contact the bank's call 
center at 631-8888 or 702-9500, emall 
Call.center@robinsonsbank.com.ph or og on 
to wwv.robinsonsbank.com ph or visit алу 
RSBank branches nationwide. 


Ноісіт on Dow Jones index 
HOLCIM has once again been named "Leader 
ofthe Industry” in the Dow Jones Sustainabili- 
ty Index. 

Holcim has been included in both the Dow 
Jones Sustainability World index and the Dow 
"Jones STOXX Sustainability Index for five years: 

‘The recognition demonstrates that Holcim 
meets the high expectations placed on global 
corporations. The achievement is based on a 
further strengthening of the commitment to- 
ward sustainable development, 


DOT steps up Japan campaign 
THE DEPARTMENT of Tourism has assembled 
а 65-man delegation for the Sept. 14-16 World 
Tourism Congress and Travel Fair in Tokyo Big 
Sight. 

The fair, organized by Japan Association of 
Travel Agents, is now Japan's sole travel in- 
dustry exhibition and major tourism market- 
place catering to the 17.4-million Japanese 
outbound market. 
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Thus, cutting demand for lighting elec- 
tricity would greatly free up capacity for in- 
dustries and businesses 

In the Philippines, a household that 
switches to an 18-watt Philips energy sav- 
ing CFL from an ordinary 100-watt incan- 
descent lamp can save up to P4 686 in just 
one and half years, he explained 

"This is based on а 12-hour usage for 
9.50 per kWh. 

Аз for consumer cost, energy efficient 
lighting costs less to operate and maintain, 
said Shiang Ning. 

CFLs are 80 percent more energy effi- 
cient while providing the same light levels. 
as regular incandescent bulbs, he ex- 
plained. 

CFLs also last six to 10 times longer and 
emit only a fraction of the heat of incandes- 
cents. 

Shiang Ning said they expect to have 
5,000 incandescent lamps switched with 
energy savers by the end of their campaign 
and exhibit at the Edsa Shangri-La Mall. 

"This would translate to about P27 mil- 
lion in energy savings. 

“Imagine if more Filipinos make the 
switch,” he said. "The energy savings can be 
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used to fund other more pressing govern- 
ment matters such as improving education 
and healthcare in the country.” 

Аз а global leader in lighting solutions, 
Philips aims to lead an advocacy promoting 
energy management, Shiang Ning said. 

He explained that, in the past five years, 
Philips has invested more than 400 million. 
euros or about $552 million in research and 
development of energy efficient lighting so- 
lutions. 

This, he said, has resulted in attractive 
new technologies and possibilities for the 
industry. 

Aside from the Philips energy savers, the 
company has made available this year new 
halogen bulbs that can provide 50-percent 
savings compared to traditional household 
bulbs. 

Philips is also set to introduce light emit- 
ting diodes (LEDs), which use only an eighth 
of the power of regular light bulbs and even 
less than half that of CFLs. 

‘These LEDs can also last up to 50,000 
hours. 

“With these forthcoming product intro- 
ductions, saving energy will be much easi- 
er" he said. 


—— 


p 


and provinces surrounding Manila Bay. 


SEN. MAR Roxas checks out one of the vessels of MetroStar Ferry Inc. during the 


inauguration of the ferry terminal in SM BayCentral. MFI is a wholly owned Filipino 
company, which was incorporated in 2000 to servi 


the commuter needs of the towns 
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RDYOUNG MARKET <; 
MASTERS AWARDS mma 


Who will be the Filipino youth's role model and inspiration in the field of marketing? 
Inspire the youth with the young masters of the game. Nominate your best candidate now! 


* Open to Filipino citizens, 35 years young and below (before the end of the year of nomination) 


* With ot least 2 fll years of company service at the time of nomination 
* With cutting edge leadership and marketing sovvy 


Submission of entries is from September 27, 2007 up to October 30, 2007 only. 
Visit our website ot www.youngmarketmasters.com. Download an application form or 
nominate online. You can also take a look at the movers and shakers in marketing at lost year’s awards. 
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Rear Traction, Front Traction and Financial Attraction. 
All in the new M-Class Sports Package. 


Sterling silver radiator grille > 
Sporty dark-tinted tail lights > 
19" 5-spoke light alloy wheels 


PRE-SAFE® 


Cruise control with Speedtronic 
Bi-Xenon Headlamps with 


» From flexible financing packages 
as low as Php 188,000 downpayment to 
trade-in options to instant discounts 
for cash buyers. The new M-Class 


Chrome rectangular tail pipes 
7G-TRONIC 7-Speed Transmission 


Active Light System 


А Sports Package - It's drive and finance 
Ipod interface kit* 


comfort in one package.Unlike any other. Mercedes-Benz 
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For eco advocates, light 
at the end of the tunnel 


In cutting energy 
spent on lighting 


by 4096, 555 


million tons of CO2 
will be kept from 
the atmosphere 


AMOTHER and son view 
the photo exhibit of Global 
Warming Agenda with 
energy conservation. 
‘campaign at Edsa Shangri- 
La Mall, Mandaluyong City. 


Personal Loans 
can be this easy 


This is simply better banking. 
This is GE Money Bank. 


Call us at (02) 721 8000 


or visit us at your nearest 
GE Money Bank Branch. 


By Amy R. Remo 


AVING THE ENVIRONMENT 
can be as easy as changing a 
light bulb. 

That is, replacing incandescent bulbs 
with energy saving lamps can help save the 
world from global warming, according to 
Philips Electronics and Lighting inc. 

“It might seem trivial to some people, but 
the reality is that switching from incandes- 
cent to compact fluorescent translates not 
only to considerable peso savings, but also 
to a more sustainable future for everyone 
said Wee Shiang Ning, general manager of 
Philips Lighting Philippines. 

Conserving energy and saving the envi- 
ronment, he said, does not have to be a Her- 
culean task. 

Thus, through “Wardens of the World,” 
Philips and the World Wide Fund for Na- 
ture-Philippines have sought to engage the 
public in “simple” energy-conserving solu- 
tions to global warming. 

‘The four-day energy management event, 
which kicked off on Thursday, also aims to 
educate the public on the benefits of energy 
efficient lighting and other practices to help. 
address critical environment challenges. 

“Ош goal is to create acceptance that in- 
deed, global warming and climate change 
is happening, and to ultimately encourage. 
every Filipino, community and government 
to take action,” Shiang Ning said. 

Countries all over the world have begun 
feeling the devastating impact of global 
warming through floods, droughts and the 
melting of glaciers. 

In particular, the Philippines is extremely 
vulnerable to climate change, which can 
cause food and fresh water shortages, re- 


ceding coastlines, drought, among others. 

Inhis speech, Shiang Ning explained that 
globally, lighting accounts for 19 percent of 
electricity consumption. 

Meanwhile, 75 percent of the world's 
lights utilize older, inefficient technology 
such as incandescent lighting, 

“By year 2030, we would be consuming 
80 percent more energy if we continue with 
our current practices,” Shiang Ning said. 

"The required action is very simple: Elim- 
inate inefficient and costly incandescent 
lighting today by switching to Philips’ ener- 
gy efficient compact fluorescent lamps 
(CFLS)," he added. 

In terms of environmental costs, Shiang 
Ning said that easing energy consumption 
оп lighting could consequently reduce саг- 
bon dioxide emissions resulting from burn- 
ing fossil fuels for electricity generation. 

Greenhouse gas emissions contribute 
largely to global warming. 

Meanwhile, energy efficient bulbs also 
use less energy than traditional incandes- 
cent bulbs. 

Studies have pointed out that, in trim- 
ming energy currently spent on lighting by 
40 percent, 555 million tons of carbon diox- 
ide would be kept from being released in 
the atmosphere. 

This translates to savings of up to 1,560 
million barrels of oil a year—equivalent to 
the annual energy output of 530 power sta- 
tions. 

‘According to Shiang Ning, this can be 
crucial since global demand for energy is 
likely to inerease by 53 percent from the 
present until 2030. Over 70 percent of this 
increase will come from developing coun- 
tries, led by China and India. 
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Demand for Prime Green on the ris 


Don’t miss out on the opportunity to own a unit at Avant at The Fort, 
perhaps the last remaining prime green living space in Bonifacio 
Global City’s Crescent Park West. 
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Hot property sector shows 
oe. ПО sign of cooling down | 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson driver in terms of residential sales from missed or have been late in payments опа 
OFWs are, by far, also overstated, analysts debt. The lure of subprime loans is that i 
AS THE PHILIPPINE PROP- sai does not require collateral. 
erty sector lost its sizzle as Subprime, momgages are mortgages Concems about the massive housing and 
а г orrower with a less-than-per- mortgage markets have swept the globe in 
financial markets cool fect credit report or those who have either HOT PROPERTY/ 83-2 
down after the subprime mortgage 4 


fright in the United States? 


In 2005, property companies and ana- 


lysts lauded the start of a property Robinsons Bank 
boom—which had been long anticipated eso Time Deposit ER 
cereum uud ay gees 25/000 


for office spaces, very low interest rates on 
housing loans, and an increasing appetite 
for homes from overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs). 


| 
Overstated fears | 
| 
| 
| 


67% 
3 2/9 minimum déposit and a truly high 6.2594" interest p.a. 
for 5 year + 1 day term, tax-free with monthly 
چ‎ a interest crediting. 

tyr эт 
‘Two years later, industry analysts still be- 
lieve that property investments are still a 
hot item, as reflected by resilient local and 


3 years sow 
Syears 6.25% 


even overseas demand even if subprime 
mortgages have tightened credit access in 
the US, considered a relatively important 
market for home buyers of Philippine prop- 
erties. 

МУ Market fears of a loss of a major growth G 


Visit any Robinsons Bank branch now! 
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Hot property sector ... 


the last few months, prompting sharp 
falls and jittery Asian and European 
stock markets and have prodded the 
Federal Reserve to prepare a policy 
response to a possible credit deterio- 
ration. 

Analysts said the effects are hardly 
felt here, and may be manifested іп 
the decision-making of OFWs toward. 
investments. 

“Right now, on the average, half of 
the inventory (of property firms) is 
sold abroad to investors in the US, Eu- 
rope and the Middle East. For Fil- 
ipinos in the United States who are 
excessively leveraged and who may 
have availed of subprime loans, they 
could have second thoughts in bor- 
rowing to buy property in the Philip- 
pines," Victor Asuncion, director for 
global research and consulting at CB 
Richard Ellis 


Insulated 

Filipinos living in Europe and the 
Middle East are quite insulated which 
could tilt marketing initiatives by lo- 
cal property firms toward these mar- 
kets and other new markets as well 
fortheir projects. 

The continued entry of profession- 
als—such as nurses, teachers, physi- 
cal therapists—in the US із also a 
source of relief for property firms, 
says Asuncion, since property firms 
can tap into this growing market for 
their marketing initiatives. 


Limited damage 
Ina research study, ATR Kim Eng 
Securities head of research Edgar 
Bancod said the extent of the damage 
of subprime loans on local banks and 
real estate firms is likely to be limit- 
ed. 
The Bangko Sentral 
said he exposure of Philippine finan- 
cial institutions to collateralized debt 
7 obligations (structured finance prod- 


INDICATORS. 
Inflation (% Average) 
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uct that typically protects a diversi- 
fied pool of debt assets) is limited to 
0.2 percent of total industry assets. 

Bancod says this is equivalent to 
roughly P10 billion or $217 million. 
Additionally, CDOs held by Philippine 
banks are made up of only A to triple 
A rated paper which meant that local 
banks have zero exposure to sub 
prime assets. 

Bancod also said a closer look will 
show that concems that subprime 
‘woes could hurt real estate earnings 
is quite overdone. 

In the case of Ayala Land, the coun- 
trys largest property company, Ban- 
cod said the impact on sales of the 
"total" loss of business from Filipinos 
based in the US will be capped at 4.1 
percent mainly because ALI has diver- 
sified products and markets. 


Manageable risks 

ALI corporate spokesperson Alfon- 
so Reyes confirmed this, citing three. 
reasons why the risks are manage- 
able. 

“We are still in the process of evalu- 
ating the potential impact of the US 
subprime crisis on our potential over- 
seas sales. However we believe that 
any effects will be quite manageable 
for three reasons: first is that while 
the US is an important market, our 
overseas sales are very diversified 
now with strong contributions from 
Europe, Japan and the Middle-East,” 
Reyes said 

Secondly, he said ALI's product 
lines have become more diversified 
sexent years and that a lot of the com- 
рапуб product launches have been in 
the middleincome and affordable 
segments whereas its US buyers his- 
torically have gravitated toward high- 
end projects. 

Finally, the profiles of AL's US- 
based buyers are from those with es- 
tablished professions and of strong 
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56 
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Bamboo considered 
RP’s next wonder plant 


By Delmar Cariño 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


A TRINIDAD, 
Benguet—The dollar- 


earning potential of lo- 
cally raised bamboo has en- 
couraged private firms to find 
ways to make the country's 
bamboo industry graduate 
from conservative to aggres- 
sive. 

The Philippine Bamboo Founda- 
tion (PBF) said there were 52,000 
hectares of bamboo land in the 
country today, but the area just 
could not cope with the increasing 
global demand for finished bamboo 
products. 

Of course, the country enjoys 
many toothpicks and barbecue sticks 
outofits bamboo. 

Ambitious plan 

But Undersecretary Edgardo Man- 
da, presidential assistant for South- 
егп Tagalog, said more can be done 
with bamboo. 

“It’s because the bamboo is the 
most available and abundant re- 
source in the countryside,” Manda 
told provincial officials at the 
Benguet State University here recent- 


“The plan is ambitious. We will 
make the Philippines climb to second 
spot in the global ladder of bamboo 
exporters,” said Romualdo Sta. Ana, 
PBF president. 

He said China is the world's No. 1 
bamboo exporter while the country is 
No.4. 

He said the bid to make the coun- 


From page B3-1 


Private firms lead 
campaign to 
make better use 
of abundant grass 


try a "bamboo power" would depend 
оп how provinces and towns would 
respond to proposals to establish 
bamboo forests in their areas. 

Manda admitted that bamboo- 
raising is not among the priorities of 
the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources and the Перап- 
ment of Agriculture. 

“The key is a successful private-led 
initiative backed by government sup- 
port” he said. 

‘The Rotary Club of Makati Central, 
Rotary Club of Baguio and Benguet, 
BSU and the PBF have started talks to 
put up bamboo forests, nurseries and 
a bamboo setum for the Cordillera. 

А bamboo setum is a master park 
or nursery that would showcase all 
kinds of bamboo varieties complete 
with poles, a lake, fishpond and a re- 
search and training center. 

Crucial role. 

Benguet may yet play a crucial role 
in this endeavor, Manda said. 
“Benguet is the most suitable place in 
the Philippines to raise bamboos be- 
cause of its climate,” he said. 

‘The country has many bamboo va- 
rieties. In Benguet, the most com- 
monly raised is the "bayog" type, 
‘which could grow up to more than 20 
feet. 

Raised sporadically in Kapangan, 


Atok and Tublay towns, the "bayog" 
is sold from P120 to P150 a piece. 

But Manda, who is also the Rotary 
Club Makati Central president, said it 
isnot the raw bamboo but its finished 
products that matter most. 


New products 

From its roots to its uppermost 
part, the bamboo could produce all 
kinds of products—medicine, beauty 
products, soaps, furniture, bricks 
clothing, drinks, panels and even surf 
boards, he said. 

No wonder, he said, China earned 
around $1 billion in bamboo exports 
in 2006 alone while the Philippines 
only gets an average of P3 million a 
year. 

He said the plan is to first invento- 
ry existing bamboo plants in the 
country and raise 33,633 plants per 
bamboo species. 

‘The plants would be propagated 
using the latest scientific method, һе 
said, courtesy of the technology by 
the International Network of Bam- 
boo and Rattan based in Beijing, С 
na, would provide. 

He said the bamboo goes beyond 
its economic wallop. 

In a presentation before local offi- 
cials, Manda said the bamboo is a 
powerful "carbon dioxide sequestra- 
tor” 

He said a hectare of bamboo land 
could sequester 12 tons of carbon 
dioxide a year, a big boost in the bid 
against global warming. 

"The plant could also bind six cubic 
meters of soil, indicating its erosion 
control power. 

Manda said that bamboo mature in 
four to five years and raisers could 
enjoy multiple harvests in 20 years. 


Philippine Property Boom: 1997 versus 2007 


FACTORS 


Bank 
Lending activity 
demand 


Market demand 
end-users 


Development 
timing 


Speculation on 
tuture demand 


Financing 
schemes 
floating rate 


Market supply 


DRIVERS IN 1997 


Mainly oriented at 
investors’ speculative 


Investors, local 


Unfavorable at 16% 
for short to mid term 


Limited to Makati and 
Ortigas CBDs, resulting 
іп Inflated prices under 
strong demand 


DRIVERS IN 2007 


Actual end-user 
demand 


Investors, local and 
foreign end-users 
(OPWIOF) 


Strong pre-sales/ 
leasing take-up 
during development. 
stage, BTS with prior. 
lease commitment. 


Relatively more 
favorable at 11% 
fixed long-term; 
8-9% floating 


Emerging business. 
districts provide 
options 


credit standing. "In fact most of them 
pay cash," Reyes said. 

Sales to OFWs accounted for 34 
percent of АШ first half residential 
sales. “Therefore they are a large and 
important segment which we will 
continue to focus our marketing ef- 
forts on,” Reyes added. 


Lessons from the past. 

Since the Asian financial crisis іп 
1997, interest rates have drastically 
dropped to never before seen levels at 
a fixed rate of 11 percent on 25-year 
housing mortgage and in some cases 
such as Pag-IBIG loans, to as low as 6 
to 7 percent for a P750,000 loan for 
25 ye 

This is compared with а 16 to 19 
percent floating rate for the same 
term (25 years) during the crisis 
times (1997). 

With such favorable conditions, ап- 
alysts said long gone were the days 
thatthe property market was teeming 
with speculators or those that buy 
property and will sell them at higher 
rates. 

"Banks in the Philippines are also 
very conservative, whereas in the US, 
they can lend to 8 buyer without col- 
lateral, requiring only interest pay- 
ments. We learned our lesson in 1997 
and the BSP is critical of banks’ activi 
ties,” Asuncion said. 


‘Track record 
Aside from this, home buyers are 


also critical of the property develop- 
еге track record and the location of 


the project. 

Proof of this isthe rise in prices for 
prime locations. For instance, office 
rental rates have grown in the last 
three years to P1,100 per square me- 
ter in Makati, Р650 to P700/sq.m. in 
Fort Bonifacio Global City in Taguig, 
and P550/sq.m. in Ortigas, Pasig City, 
Asuncion said. 

The latest offering by Eton Proper- 
ties ofthe Lucio Tan Group for its resi- 
dential condominium in Greenbelt 
sold for P93,000/sq.m. between 
February to August and grew to 
P100,000/sq.m. today. 

‘The Ayala Land Residences in 
Greenbelt аю sold бг 
100,000/sq.m. last year and is today 
selling at P115,000/sq.m. 

Filinvest Land Inc. is also raising 
condominium prices at its Alabang 
development by 5 percent starting 
Sept. 1, Asuncion said. 

"és in specific markets. Buyers are 
very critical" Asuncion said. 

Asuncion also said that demand for 
business process outsourcing firms 
have remained resilient, with office 
spaces pre-leased until 2009. 

Bancod also said that, if a US eco- 
nomic slowdown looms, this would 
put pressure on US companies’ rev- 
епше which could prod these compa- 
nies to take advantage of offshore ser- 
vices to lower costs and improve prof- 
itmargins. 

“In this way, the subprime scare 
(for Philippine properties) may be 
offset by office sales, which remain 
buoyant,” Bancod said. 


Florsbeims 
not only for 
grownups 


KIDS CAN NOW WEAR THE SHOE 
brand that is one of the most valued 
and respected all over the world. 

Florsheim USA Kids are now avail- 
able in the Philippines through its re- 
tail outlets located in shopping malls 
like SM, Rustan's, Robinsons, The 
Landmark and Gibi House boutiques. 

The Florsheim brand was estab- 
lished in 1892 and was traditionally a 
men's footwear brand. But it has since 
evolved and eventually produced 
women's shoes as well. 

It launched its children's line in 
1998 but its distribution was limited 
within the US and selected countries, 

The shoes can fit infants and kids up 
to 12 years old. 

The first stand-alone boutique of 
Florsheim USA Kids opened last July at 
SM North Edsa-The Block. More bou- 
tiques are set to open soon in SM Cebu 
and Ayala's Trinoma in Quezon City. 


Ayala ... 


From page B3-4 
In the last 40 years, WWF has built a niche 
as a promoter for biodiversity. But over the 
last few years, WWF has looked at tracking 
climate change as the way of the future. 

"We are now introducing mitigation and 
adaptation structures. WWF sees it as part 
of our core business to engage corporations 
to make sure they create islands of sustain- 
ability as opposed to aggravating climate 
change,” said Tan, "We are really protecting 
life, not only biological but social and eco- 
nomic as well.” 

Initially Tan said that WWF will participate 
in the planning stage and identify the “risk 
pars" for sustainability not just on the impact. 
оп the land, but also the sustainable develop- 
‘ment of all systems such as energy and water. 

"This means retro fitting more efficient de- 
sign and buildings, hiring staff from the com- 
‘munity; prioritizing sustainable energy sources 
such as getting power from Makban geother- 
mal, and recycling the ground water used. 

"WWE will bring energy and water ex- 
pers, tropical and architectural material 
life cycle experts. The challenge is how to 
incorporate these, and in the long run use 
less electricity, less power. This is a more 
cost effective way of development,” said 
Bengzon. “We hope that the people who 
will live here will also show the same con- 
cern for the environment.” 

Ayala said: “It’s not just about the hard- 
ware, but also the software, and the mecha- 
nisms that ensure that all our stakeholders. 
are involved in this.” 
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Text and photos. 
by Charles E. Buban 


THERE'S NO DENY- 
ing that the N92 is | 
one hefty device. 

However, anyone wil 
be more than willing to 
dismiss this fact in consid- 
eration of what this latest 
Nokia N Series has: a 
built-in digital video 
broadcast-handheld 
(DVB-H) tuner. 

Having the DVB-H | 
makes the N92 the only 
cell phone model at the 
‘moment that could receive television signal 
coming from a broadcast service provider 
Gn the Philippines, 360 Media has given 
Smart Communications exclusive rights to 
ше its entertainment service package 
called myTV). 

The ability to watch TV programs on a 
DVB-H-equipped cell phone should be dif- 
ferentiated from that which utilize high- 
speed 3G networks, wherein the video 
feeds take a toll on the cell phone's battery 
life, not to mention its potential to strain 
the capacity of the cellular service provider 
if widely used. 


Power-efficient bursts 

Instead, the DVB-H technology bypasses 
cellular networks and broadcasts directly to 
cell phones in power-efficient bursts of da- 
ta. Asa result, you could watch live TV any- 
time, anywhere—in digital video quality 


JAZZ 10 IMPRESS 


А techie's bible 


to gadget survival 


and stereo sound, 
Sadly, myTV's reach 
is not nation- 
wide уе, 
and you 
have to be 
within se- 
lect loca- 
tions to be 
able to en- 
| joy its pro- 
grams: 
Mega Manila 
(extending to North and South Luzon Ex- 
pressway), Cebu, Davao, Tagaytay, Batan- 
gas, and Baguio City (and soon, in Boracay 
and Cagayan de Oro), 

ТУ programs available to subscribers in- 
clude the cable channels CNN, BBC | 
World, CNBC, Basketball ТУ MTV, Jack 
TV Fashion TV and other entertain 
ment channels. 

In fact, myIV also announced 
that it plans to сапу the PBA 
games live on its service begin- 
ning with the league's upcom- 
ing season. 


Still a cell phone 

Lest we forget, the N92 s still 
a cell phone so expect 3G, Edge, 
GPRS, WAR Bluetooth, infrared, USB and 
wireless LAN among its connectivity options. 
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By Bernice Camille Bauzon, Егуде Anne Masilag and Upper Viceo 


Mobile Magazine 


NOT ONLY WILL THESE 


dress up your gadgets, but they'll also 
serve as protective gear. Check out some 
of the latest accessories up for grabs: 


iPod nano Armband. 
This armband has a 
breathable mesh with 
reflective details and 
sewn-in screen protec- 


PROBABLY your 
most favorite 
orientation of the 


N92 


clamshell 
mode 


Also, it has a 2.8-inch 16 mil- 
lion color screen (320 x 240 pix 
el resolution), а 2-megapixel 
primary camera plus a sec 
ondary one, which is useful for 
video calls, ап FM radio (with 
support for visual radio and cam. 
ега) and а mini SD card that 
supports up to 2 gigabytes of. 
memory for storing up to. 
1,500 songs, or recording and 
storing broadcast TV program. 
Considering the N92 is a techno 
logical tour de force, expect its bat- 
tery life to be shorter than average (es- 
pecially if several applications are run- 
ning at the same time). 


Clamshell 

While the N92 is still considered a 
clamshell, it features a flip and fold func- 
tion for а total of four usage modes. The 
hinge may look flimsy but its tough enough 
to withstand repeated twisting. 

In closed mode the N92 features a tiny 
secondary screen that displays a limited 
amount of information namely time, mes- 
sage, battery and signal notifications. 

Тп flip-open mode the phone operates as 
a traditional flip phone and it fits just right 
inthe hand. 

In capture mode, the screen twists 90 de- 
grees so that it is at right angle to the key- 
pad, much like holding a camcorder (the 


Imation Clip Flash Drive. Its. 
password-protected and guard- 
вв by rubber exteriors, too. Talk 
about over-all security 


ACCESSORIES 


hiking trip. 


Zeroshock. I's a bump. 
"п bang protective gear. 
Zero-shock, literally. 
Perfect for your next 


Sticky Mat. Placed on 
your car's dashboard, the. 


Speck See Thru, The all- 
terrain hardshell casing 
perfect for your Treo 680. 
Comes with a removable 
belt clip, too! 


Wrist rest Get one of V 

these cool wrist rests 
with a detachable sili 
сопе padding. 


= 
а 


Imation Flash Wristband. 
Bring your files with you and 
never wonder where you've 
stashed that tiny flash drive. 


Mobile Wonders Water- 
proof Armband Case. 
Sound passes through 
the durable plastic mate- 
rial, so you don't have to 
miss your boss cal. 


Belkin Sleeve Top. Every. 


mobile geek just gotta have. 


this sleek laptop sleeve. 


Sticky Mat keeps elec- 
tronic devices from 
falling sans the sticky 
residue. It also acts as air 
freshener. 


Speck 
ToughSkin. 
Because 
your Creative 
Zen VMP3 
player needs 
extra TLC. 


‘Sanyo Eneloop Batteries. 
Don't let your digicam die 
‘on you. Get the Eneloop 
batteries now! 


AC Travel 
Charger. Sim- 
ply plug in the 
USB cable and 
the adaptor to 
the AC outlet to 
charge your 
USB devices. 


ВЗ: 


inquirercom.ph 


FEELS like a 
camcorder when you 
twist the N92 this 
way 


camera is located in the barrel of the hinge 
with the recording button located on the 
opposite side). 

Finally in TV mode, the screen is rotated 
a further 90 degrees so that it becomes 
aligned with the long side of the keypad. 

Because of these several screen orienta- 
tions, operating the keypad is sometimes 
awkward and does take some getting used 
to. 

Indeed, the N92 is a very powerful de- 
vice. Being able to watch a TV program on 
this relatively tiny device does engender a 
sense of wonder. But at around P23,000, is 
the N92 worth it? Perhaps, especially if you 
appreciate the fact that you will about to 
own a device that many consider to be a sig- 
nificant leap forward for both the mobile 
and broadcast industries. 


OpenOffice.org 
community 
ropes in IBM 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


THE OpenOffice.org COMMUNITY HAS AN- 
nounced that IBM wil be joining its project to 
develop a popular open source software suite. 

‘Throwing its weight behind the OpenOf- 
Fice.org's OpenDocument Format (ODF), IBM 
has committed to contribute programming 
codes that it has been developing as рап of its 
Lows Notes product, including accessibility 
enhancements. 

IBM will also help make OpenOffice more 
accessible to those with disabilities. Aside 
from contributing technology, ІВМ will in- 
lude versions of OpenOffice in its future 
products. 

“In the seven years since Sun founded the 
project, OpenOffice.org has fueled and filled 
the need for document data and productivity 
tools that are open and free,” said Rich Green, 
Executive Vice President, Software at Sun Mi- 
crosystems Inc. "We look forward to working 
with IBM and other members of OpenOf- 
fice.org to ensure that this momentum contin 
ues, We invite others to join ше... and partici- 
pate in building the future as OpenOffice.org 
and ODF continue to gain popularity across 
the planet.” 

‘OpenOffice.org is a multiplatform and mul, 
tilingual office suite and an open-source pro- 
ject. Compatible with all other major office 
suites, the product is бее to download, use 
and distribute. OpenOffice.org includes word 
processing, spreadsheet, presentation, draw- 
ing, database, and other modules. It uses the 
ODF or OpenDocument Format as its native 
file format but it also supports other common 
file formats, including Microsoft Office. 

"The software runs on all major platforms, 
including Windows, Vista, Linux, Solaris, Mac 
OS X, and is available in over 100 languages. 
(OpenOffice.org is fully interoperable with oth- 
er popular suites and may be used free of 
charge for any purpose, private or commer- 
cial; the license is LGPL. 

believe this relationship will improve 
ош ability to deliver innovative value to users 
of IBM products and services,” said Mike 
Rhodin of IBM's Lotus division. "We also be- 
lieve that the collaboration will lead to an 
even broader range of ODEsupporting appli- 
cations (ISO 26300) and solutions that draw 
from the OpenOffice.org technology" 

Until the advent of ODE computers would 
lose access to electronic data if they switched 
software providers, making providers confi: 
dent in charging high licensing fees. 

‘ODF has now emerged as the only viable 
and internationally-approved document for- 
mat. It is owned by the еліге technical com- 
‘munity and not locked to the computing code 
‘of any one vendor. 

Because open standards enable vendors 
software to be interchangeable, electro 
records can be accessed even if the user 
switches providers. 
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Ayala breaks ‘green’ ground 


Developer forms partnership with WWF: 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE COUNTRYS PREMIERE LAND DE- 
veloper, Ayala Land Inc., is breaking “new, 
een” ground in its 1,700-hectare Can 
lubang community project in Laguna. 

Ayala Land has formed a partnership 
with the World Wildlife Foundation (WWF) 
to provide the property giant with a unique 
perspective in drafting the blueprint for an 
eco-friendly, energy efficient community at 
par with the world's best. 

Ayala Land president Jim Ayala said: "We 
are doing a very holistic approach to this 
because at the end of the day, we are talking 
about a different way of looking at a pro- 
ject. Its very hard to make that change un- 
less you see it holistically.” 

Ayala said that part of Ayala Land's fun- 
damentals is to build communities that 
work properly and flourish over time. 

"We cannot have communities, especial- 
ly as large-scale as Project K, without fun- 
damentally addressing these issues," said 
Ayala. 

Jose Ma. Lorenzo P Tan, president of WWE 


| Philippines, said: “The challenge to meet is 


the requisite of sustainability. Traditionally, 
developers look at ecological footprint and 
social equity Our help comes in terms of 
bringing technologies and experts as partners 
to figure out how this could be done best." 
"It's not only a groundbreaking develop- 
ment, it is a groundbreaking relation be- 
tween two organizations that are leaders in 
their respective fields. It's а unique collabo- 
ration, between nonprofit and for-profit о: 


AYALA Land partners with the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pl 


ines. Marking the occasion 


are ALI officials led by AVP Jan Bengzon (left) and WWF president Lori Tan (2nd from left). 


ganizations,” said Ayala Land assistant vice 
president Jan Bengzon. 

Erickson Y. Manzano, Ayala Land of op- 
erations Canlubang, said ALI tapped WWF 
because the Canlubang project would be 
the biggest in the Philippines. 

"It covers 1,700 hectares of former sugar 
lands owned by the Yulo family. 12% about 
seven times as big as the Makati central 
business district,” said Manzano. 

Tan said Ayala Land was not satisfied 


with just complying with national building 


standards and meeting requirements like 
the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(BIA) certificate, which is acceptable in the 
Philippines but not in other parts of the 
world. 
Тап said the whole idea was to figure out 
how to include sustainability into projects. 
Manzano also said Ayala Land chose 
WWF over the normal corporate advisers 
because it looks at environmental issues 
from a bigger perspective. 
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What counts most 


Creative ventures 
with the Sony 
Ericsson P li 


Take your imagination for a spin with 
the P1i, the latest in the highly popular se 
Ties of smartphones from Sony Ericsson. 
Its slimmer but packs the most in possibi- 
Мез for business and pleasure. There's а 
full QWERTY keyboard, a stylus for hand- 
writing recognition and a virtual keyboard. 
That's three ways to easily jot ideas for 
the next big thing, or even illustrate them, 
‘on the large 2.6-Inch touchscreen. The 
improved transflective display lets you 
мен It even under bright lighting condi- 
tions in the great outdoors, the studio or 
the theater. 

With push email services like Exchange 
‘ActiveSyne™ and BlackBerry Connect 4.0, 
the РЛІ lets you receive emails іл a snap. 
You can select your corporate account or 
personal emails to come on in o keep you 
in touch. Synchronize your tasks, notes, 
‘contacts, calendar and personal informa- 
tion with your PC or Mac. 

The Sony Ericsson P1i lets you take 
саге of business by letting you read and 
edit Word, Excel, PowerPoint and even 
PDF files on the go. I makes going mobile. 
the best way to do business. With UMTS 
and integrated WLAN, the P1i assures 

"you of ultra-fast web browsing, data 
downloads and emails. Enjoy your RSS 
feeds. Display websites in ful, 
widescreen glory from the Opera? Web 
Browser, while surfing anywhere via WiFi 
hotspots. 

Bumping into potential partners at an 
|: awards show, gallery opening or premiere 
: party? Have the Pi ready. Snap business. 
Е cards with the 3.2-megapixel camera and 
the business card scanner wil process 
and transfer the information directly to 
your contacts. And that's not all ће cam- 
+ era сап do. With autofocus, digital zoom 
|: and photo light, the Pti is about taking 

great pictures and video. Video recording, 

streaming and viewing are a cinch. You 

‘can even blog pictures straight away with 
| its Picture Blogging application. 

2 Have a P1i and travel. Jumping into an- 

other time zone doesn't mean this smart- 
phone wil suffer jet lag as well. Open up 
flight mode to be able to use its other ap- 
plications on the plane. Set your appoint- 
ments and when you move into another 
time zone, the Р1Ї dual time zone and 
calendar wil update the appointment 
based on the difference. 

Now i's not all business with this cre- 
ative mobile companion. It's true that the 
P1i's new black and metallic shine and 
streamlined body makes it eye-catching 
in the boardroom, studio or yacht club. 
But underneath the chic design is a heart 
for fun. Enjoy the FM radio, 30 games, 
multHlormat supported media player and 
Bluetooth stereo streaming capability. A 
host of optional Bluetooth accessories 
lets you make the most of its stereo 
sound, 

The Pticomes with a free 1GB Memo- 
ry Slick Micro? (M2™) , aside from its in- 
ternal 160 MB User Memory. 

So what's a creative professional to do 
without some inspiration from the Sony 
Ericsson P1i? If you think out of the box, 
you'l want this in your pocket, 


Greg Bolaños’ 
art of seduction 


By Gary C. Devilles 
Contributor 


duction and their works 
usually attest to this, depicting 
eroticism and sensuality, and be- 


RTISTS АКЕ ALWAYS coming colorful testament to our 
seized by the power of зе- сесі 


He takes out his 
Sony Ericsson Pti 
and starts 
sketching. 


td ке 


is the ability 
to express 
ourselves. 
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And enters 


their contacts 
via Business 
Card Scanner. 


He uses push 
email.to send 
prospective clients 
his new design. 
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EY Seater r E метте 


есею Qwerty keypad ue өсте 


He sits back 
and surfs the 
internet with WiFi. 
Mark receives yet 
another piece of 
good news. 
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is justa 
PDA phone away 


REATIVITY IS A VALUED 
trait in any business and in- 
tegral to invention and in- 

novation. Sony Ericsson's latest 
PDA phone, the Pli, was designed 
to aid creativity by being whatever 
its user needs when inspiration 
strikes him—a notebook, a sketch- 
pad, a camera, and a means to do 
business wherever you are. 

The following people are great ex- 
amples of those who combine cre- 
ativity and business savvy. 


= Пё 
irony dot.com 


Known for her ironic wit and self-depre- 
cating sense of humor which have been on 
display in her numerous books (from the 
“Twisted” series to “Chicken Pox for the 
Soul”), Jessica Zafra started her domina- 
tion of the World Wide Web in 2005, 
through her equally entertaining blog Jessi- 
carulestheuniverse.com. 

"The advantage of Filipino bloggers,” she 
said, “ that the Philippines is an endless 
source of material. You can find things to 
blog about just from sitting in traffic." 

She updates her blog via the "very use- 
ful” Pli. With WiFi and a 3.2-megapixel 
camera, "I can check my blog and upload 
new entries from wherever Lam," and that’s 
usually at noisy restaurants or cafés where. 
she likes to work. 

Zafra is now involved in a project that 
could help make blogging a full-fledged 
business in the country. "frm with Mad Cow 

! Media. We're organizing the best Filipino 
blogs so we can approach advertisers and 
negotiate with them as a single network. 
‘The single objective is for bloggers to get 
paid for something they already do." 


Beyond the musty 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


АМҮ ACADEMIC PAINTINGS 
are based on passages of litera- 
ture, from Homer and the 

Scriptures through Shakespeare and 
Dante to lesser known literary works. 

| “Aside, ofcourse, from the art of the Re- 
naissance and the Baroque, among the 
most recognizable literary paintings are 
those of the Neoclassicists like David, the 
Romantics like Géricault and Delacroix, 
the Pre-Raphaelites like Waterhouse, 
Millais and Rossetti. 

‘The images are usually of characters or 
scenes from Shakespeare, Tennyson, the 
Bible, mythology, “The Purgatorio,” or 
historical events memorialized in songs 
and legends. 

These are lovely, often powerful 
works, but omes experience of them 
would be so much enriched if one knows 
beforehand the literary passages on 

| which they've been based. Double, іп 

fact: the amazement of the visual сотро- 
sition and the incalculable pleasure of lit- 
erature. 

In the case of illustrating plays, biblical 
passages, lives of saints, mythical tales 
and narrative poems, the transmutation 
from page to canvas is often literal, ac- 
‘counting for the rather musty air and 
academic fee! ofthe painting. 

‘The most delicate and probably the 
hardest is illustrating a lyric, as here one 
is bound to capture only a subtle mood, 
vague atmosphere or opaque emotion, 

| and ones often lef co wield nothing but 

flimsy allusions. Sometimes one would 
be forced to yield originality of idea and 
execution that the resultant painting has 
become divorced from its literary origin. 
| This was what Allan Jay Balisi had 

| tasked himself in trying to capture in vi- 

| sual terms Czeslaw Miloszs "A Song on 

the End of the World.” 

Go and see how far the painter has suc- 


The new Sony Ericsson product 
сап be а notebook, a sketchpad, 
acamera, whatever 


Beyond the reel 


Many know Quark 
Henares, director of “Keka,” 
“Super Noypi,” and “Wag 
Kang Lilingon,” and director- 
producer of music videos for 
some of todays hottest 
bands. 

What most people proba- 
bly don't know is that this 
filmmaker is also an en- 
trepreneur who channels his 
creativity into two productive 
ventures. Blow-up Babies is a 
photography studio he put up 
with friends because “the in- 
dustry we all work in is very 
unsteady and volatile, so it 
was nice to have something 
that was like an office envi- 
ronment but fun and happy.” 

Henares has also put up 


Magnet, a music bar born 
ош of Quark’s love for music. 
The place features a healthy 
mix of artists and even а 
gallery of contemporary art 
Henares partner Rock Drilon 
carates. 

Managing his work and 
business responsibilities 
takes a bit of juggling, which 
Henares does with the help 
of his Pli "My whole 
Mag:net music schedule is in 
my phone. The notepad is 
where Т jot down all these 
ideas 1 have about dialogues 
and situations, while the 
mass text function is great 
because I can contact my 
staff, employees or partners 
with one click 


SIYUNG BY HALET AZAGA 
ace miou PUE 
патот ас saamia RAA 


“THE DAY the World Ends” 


“ALITTLE Paton the Shoulder” “JOYFUL Exit” 


Resident game boss 


If people assume its all fun and games 
for someone who works at Level Up! (LU), 
the biggest online gaming company in the 
country they're wrons 

Ben Colayco, chief operating officer of 
LU International, oversees the operations 
in three countries, including India and 
Brazil. 

"ffs interesting how you really need to 
‘practice’ creativity,” Colayco said. ‘A lot of 
people think creativity is this amorphous 
‘Whimsical thing only eccentric people are 
lucky enough to capture. But those people 
are actually disciplined and ‘practice’ cre- 
ativity by making sure they are always ex- 


air of academicism 


"SWEET Waters” 


ceeded or failed in his task in “Neighbor- 
hood,” pieces in oil on canvas, until Sept. 
24 in Blanc Art Space, 2E Crown Tower, 107 
HV de la Costa St., Salcedo Village, Makati 
Ci 

The Nobel laureate's vision of Götter- 
dammerung is one long list of banalities 
ending in serenity and rapture: bee cir- 
cling a clover; fisherman mending a net; 
happy porpoises in the sea; young spar- 
rows by the rainspout; women walking 


"under umbrellas; drunkard sleeping on 


the lawn; vegetable peddlers shouting in 
the street; sailboat nearing an island; old 
man tending to his tomatoes—on the day 
the world ends. (This is reminiscent of 
Auden's "Musée des Beaux-Arts,” which 
sees the momentous fall of Icarus as the 
world goes on its routine commonplace 
way) 

Balisi says he was inspired by the poem, 
which “would best describe how the works 
for this show was created.” As far as we can 
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posed to new things.” 

At the helm of the pioneer publisher of 
online games in the country, Colayco is of- 
ten up and about figuring out how best to 
deliver the game experience to users, op- 
timize IT infrastructure and satisfy the 
consumer. 

It’s a good thing “the Pli helps me stay 
оп top of the things I need to do,” Colayco- 
said. “Its great that it's got quadband and 
36 so I'm always connected in whatever 
country ln in. The e-mail application is al- 
so great and, with the widescreen of the 
Рі, reading e-mail and surfing the net is 
much easier." 


House of fashion 


Rajo Laurel, fashion designer, has pro- 
duced collections of exceptional quality 
and innovative design. 

“1 always look to journeys to provide me 
with inspiration," Laurel said. “I get excited 
about journeying to a place I've never been 
to, through a book, the cinema, or through 
interaction with a person I have just met." 

Melding creativity with business sense, 
Laurel has put up House of Laurel, the exclu- 
sive boutique that showcases his ready-to- 
wear line. His fast-paced schedule and con- 
stant traveling are never a hindrance for de- 
veloping and documenting his design ideas. 

“Туе always had a sketchbook where 1 
could take down my inspirations, and when 
T leave it in che office, the P1i is my sketch- 
book. Т сап write little notes to myself, take 
photos of things that inspire me, listen to 
music. The pen input gives me the freedom 
to be creative.” 


E 


see, however, his series of images in- 
spires a perfectly different feeling in us. 

Limiting his palette to blue, slate-blue, 
blue-green, gray, black, brown, with oc- 
casional patches of orange, umber, 
green, Balisi has created a washed-out 
world of vast desolation: scenes of unin- 
habited buildings, empty streets and 
bridges, great ruins. The whole is remi- 
niscent of the color tonality, the melan- 
choly and mysterious quality of the 
works of Delvaux and De Chirico. 

Balisi's tides range from the sugges- 
tive, like “Homesick” and "Out of the 
House and into the World of White," to 
the ironic, like "Sweet Waters,” "Best 
Days," Joyful Exit.” 

All look dreary, over-serious, some- 
what literal illustration of endtime, 
Which is not the spirit of Miloszs lyric at 
all. While the poem has managed to draw 
ап upbeat response from che reader, the. 
paintings give a downbeat note to the 
viewer 

The only piece in the exhibit that 
evokes the banality of the apocalypse, as 
what Milosz must have in mind, is “The 
Day the World Ends,” with its wry cou- 
pling of title and uncharacteristically vi 
brant color. It is а perfect image for the 
bleakness of the everyday, tinged with 
anticipation of eternity. 


erm 


"OUT of the House and into the World 
of White" 


“MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,200 


ic: D 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


LIFESTYLE... 


Vincent de Pio; 


“Spring 
Concerto," by 


‘Art auction to raise funds for good causes 


SIXTY PAINTINGS FROM 30 
artists will be featured in "Art 
for a Cause,” a fund-raising pro- 
ject of the Rotary Club of 
Макан Bel-Air The exhibit 
opens Sept. 25, 7 p.m., and runs 
until Oct. 4. 

The works can be previewed 
at Galerie Joaquin Main (371 Р 
Guevarra St. and Montessori 
Lane, Addition Hills, San Juan). 

The works are by Juvenal 
Sanso, Federico Aguilar Al- 
cuaz, Mario Parial, Gig de Pio, 
Lydia Velasco, Carlo Magno, 
Dominic Rubio, Karma 
Baluyut, Eufemio Rasco IY Nell 
Campos, Gene de Loyola, Ed- 
win Tres Reyes, Glenn Cagan- 
dahan, Jovan’ Benito, Jerry 
Morada, Vincent de Pio, Aileen 
Lanuza, Bayani Ray Acala, Jas- 
pher Penuliar, Ајо Pingol, 
Amador Barquilla, Richard Ari- 
mado, Aidrino Abes, Renato 
Marbella, Nomer Martinez, 
Chubem di Loreno, Felix 
Tiglao, Jerome Francisco, Mar- 
cial Boneo and Nikulas Lebajo. 

The auctión seeks to raise 
funds for Rotary’s advocacies, 
such as Самғай Kalinga Sibol 
Literacy Program, which will 
raise funds for classrooms and 
for teachers’ training, al- 
Towances, food and uniforms; 
the GK Feeding Sibol program, 
to cover food and nutritional re 
quirements of at least 40 chil- 
drei for six to 10 months; the 
GK Water Filtering project for 
the GKCWelfareville communi- 


ZUNIC: THE GIFT OF 
|EFFORTLESS SLIMMING 


Crash diets, pills, surgery, and injections can be safely forgotten — 
пен slimming techniques can give you that slim, curvaceous figure 
you've long dreamed of without pain or а long wait. 


Al ЕТІС 


Is now accepting 
applicants for its 


Two Year 
Training 
Program 
in Cosmetic 
Surgery 


ty; the GK youth development 
and training program; the GK 
Sibol Anti-TB program; and the 
Welfareville Tsinelas Patrol Pro- 
gram. 

To the artists, "Art for а 
Cause" is a thanksgiving for the 
good fortune they have been 
enjoying during the past sever- 
al years. Sanso, Alcuaz, Parial, 
Velasco, Rasco and Magno's 
works have been featured in 
several auctions at Sotheby's, 
while works of Jerry Morada, 
Vincent de Pio, Aileen Lanuza, 
Jaspher Penuliar have been re- 
cently accepted by the interna- 
tional auction house Larasati 
for inclusion in its Oct. 21 auc- 
tion of Southeast Asian paint- 
ings in Singapore. Dominic Ru- 
bio, Edwin Tres Reyes and Jo- 
van Benito have had shows in 
Singapore. 

Call 7239253 or 7239418. 


“What we've done is to bring in the latest technology from overseas, 

| and apply it to the problems associated with obesity and overeating, 
Says Roxanne Sarthou, Managing Director of the state-of-the-art 
slimming centers known as Zunic. “We help people lose weight so 
that they can begin exercising if they want fo, whether they wish to 
modify their eating habits or not.” 


Zunic's Slimming and Body Sculpting Method melts away unsightly 
body fat without surgery, diet, pills or exercise. Weight loss is 
conducted without the sweating, anxiety, and pain associated with 
traditional methods. 


A client stretches out comfortably on a plush treatment couch, and 
fat is literally melted away using the latest technology such as ight 
therapy, lasers, and radio frequency to noninvasively reach under the 


„Personalized 
Corporate 
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on 
noselift 
surgery 


limited 


offer only 


tl ir 


skin and dissolve stubborn fat deposits. The results are close to 
instantaneous, Visible results are evident in the course of a single 
1 treatment, and can be seen in as lite as 45 minutes, Up to 24 hours 


F 


е 


after treatment, fat is excreted through normal body functions, with 
по side effects whatsoever. 


To give its clients the best possible care, Zunic maintains а full 
‘complement of trained personnel. Pre-treatment medical checks are 
егіогте by fully trained Program Consultants side-by-side with | 
licensed physicians, and all treatments are conducted by highly 
qualified medical stat. 


| Best of all, Zunic provides results with a minimum of time and effort. | 
Zuric clients can waltz right out of their treatments and back into their 
fives without a pause! 
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Greg Bolafios’ art of seduction 


Frompage Cl 


unceasing longing for the sub- 
lime despite the limits of our vi- 
sion. 

We dream of heaven when life is, in. 
deed, unbearably hellish. We desire го 
be reunited with loved ones even at 
the risk of suffering alone. And we 
succumb to fantasy amid the real jun- 
gle we live in. 

Seasoned artist Greg Bolaños has 
always been sensitive to the war 
waged within our souls, and his 
rapturous art reveals the secret of in- 
satiable desire that has intrigued people 
over the centuries. 

In "Paradise," we see a half-nude wom- 
an probably about to take a bath in a 
stream, She has reason not to be terri- 
fied—after all, in paradise one is not 
afraid of one’s nakedness. Like her, we are 
also invited in that stream perhaps to 
fathom what we have lost. We take a 
plunge to momentarily leave the all too- 
familiar everyday scenes. 

We hope to regain the feeling where the 
air is as sweet as the luscious fruits, in the 
world of plenty where all our needs аге 
met. This is perhaps why Bolafios’ fa- 
vorite subject is the fruit as depicted in 
such works as “Sugarcane” and "Kaimi- 
to.” This reminds us of the edenic plea- 
sure we have either repressed or forgot- 
ten. 


Sacred time 

The paradise theme reverberates in 
most of Bolaños’ works, as in a woman 
selling fruits in “Red Macopa,” or a couple 
or family about to lunch in “Tag-araw Ш" 
and “Lakeside.” These works reveal the 
notion of sacred time, a time when people 
are much closer to nature and a time not 
dictated by mechanical reproduction. 

For most Filipinos, time is experienced by 
meals and announced by the ambulant ven- 
dors peddling their wares in the streets. 
Hence, in “Red Macopa,” the woman is the 
Filipinos time archetype, just as she used to 
punctuate the intervals in our meals and i 
trude in our daily lives. She prepares the 
meals of her husband, as that idyllic scene in- 
timates, and in these works we are comforted 


“SULTANA” 


by ber presence. 
Cravings 

Bolaños’ secret is to titillate our senses 
and to work on our craving. 

Thus, the scenes he chose to depict pul- 
sate with life-affirming aura, whether a 
woman vendor or a mother who looks at 
her baby, hypnotized, аз їп “Sultana.” The 
Madonna is, indeed, a powerful image 


rapturous 
art 
reveals 
the secret 
of 
insatiable 
desire 
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that entrance people over the years. It is 
as old as history itself. 

One is overwhelmed by the tonic of a 
mother’s love for her child. Bolaños al- 
lows us to see ourselves in his works be- 
cause we are also that child who longs the 
caress of a mother in these politically and 
economically troubled times. 

It is during this time when we want to 
retreat to our paradise, not to forget what 
is happening but more to remind us that 
there is something worth fighting and liv- 
ing for in this country. 

T there's one truth in Greg Bolaios' works, 
itis the fact that what we see in these scenes 
is also what we hear—they are, indeed, the 
throbbing of our hearts and to deny that is to 
deny what life is all about 


"Greg Bolaños’ Bookpieces” opens 6 p.m. 
today at Choice Expression Gallery, 2/F 
Dofia Consolacion Bldg., 122 Jupiter St., 
Bel-Air, Makati. Call 8990718 or 0917- 
8941405. Exhibit runs until Sept. 29. 
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‘Next’ to nothing 


"Next: A Novel" 
By Michael Crichton 
(HarperCollins, New York 
2006, 431 pages) 


By Ruel S. De Vera. 


ERFECTLY IN KEEP- 

Ds 
thinker constantly 

searching for the next big 

idea for his 

books, Michael. 

Crichton has 

himself under- 

gone an evolu- 

tion as an au- 

thor. First, he 

tended ` to 

overcook his 

novels by mixing pages 

and pages of scientific ex- 

planation with flimsy but 

propulsive plots, often 

taking scientific fact and 

then irradiating it into ir- 

resistible Hollywood-style 

fiction, something very 


ton's 15th novel follows that 
later trend. "Next" is Crich- 
ton's treatise on the science 
and business of genetic engi- 
neering, an area as broad as 
this book's title is vague. From. 
the onset, Crichton seems de- 
termined’ to challenge the 
reader to tell make-believe 
apart from didn't-you-know. 
The novel's disclaimer reads: 
“This novel is fiction except 
for the рап» 
which aren't." 
With, that in 
mind, | Crichton 
then initiates the 
reader into the 
world of genetic 
engineering 
through a series 
of news reports ("Blondes be- 
coming extinct”) and of 
course, the plot itself. This 
time, Crichton weaves a DNA- 
level story with entire expedi- 
tions of characters. 


of bounty hunters named Vas- 
со and Dolly, the ruthless 
agenda of the National Insti- 
tute of Health's Rob Bellarmi- 
no and, not to forget, an intel- 
ligent and extremely chatty 
parrot named Gerard 

That isn't a plot, thats 
soup. "Next" has so many 
things going on at the same 
time that it really is hard to 
figure out what exactly the 
reader needs to focus on. 
Crichton doesn’t leave the 
reader hanging. Somehow, he 
really does manage to tie to- 
gether all those seemingly un- 
connected subplots—but the 
way it all comes together is 
even more unbelievable than 
the idea of a transgenic chimp 
passing himself off as a stu- 
dent with an inherited hair 
problem. 


Fascinating moments 
“Next” does have its fasci- 
nating moments, particularly 
when Crichton shows how ex- 
actly companies and even uni- 
versities are somehow patent 


Legal battle over genetics 
Among the many plot 
threads "Next" employs is the 


The Jurassic 
Park author 
goes for 
something . 
a little different, 
but his 

latest novel 
goes straight 
tothe apes 
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the reader in “Next,” no bo- 
geyman, T-Rex, killer bacteri- 
um oralien artifact. 

Which is unfortunate con- 
sidering that “Next” is the pro- 
Ject where Crichton actually 
has more narrative than ехро- 
sition. But more subplots do 
mot automatically translate 
into a better novel, especially 
if readers can't tell the charac- 
ters apart. An ambitious novel 
undermined by its overripe 
conspiracy of events, Michael 


following: the ongoing legal 
battle between genetics com- 
pany BioGen and the cells of 
Frank Burnet, the mysterious 
changes done to corpses at 
Long Beach Memorial, Bio- 
Gen employee Josh Winkler's 
clandestine testing of the 
company's “maturity” serum 
on people he knows, the sup- 
posed existence of a Dutch- 
and French-speaking 
Orangutan deep іп the Suma- 
tran jungle, a geneticist 
named Henry Kendall and his 
family’s attempt to disguise 
an intelligent human-chim- 
panzee hybrid named Dave as 
one of their own, the road trip 


Book club 
focuses on 
Gaiman novel 


LONG AFTER THE DECLINE 
of fairytale classics, a mod- 
em saga of fantasy tales 
continues to live on with 
prolific writer Neil Gaiman. 

This month, Power Book 
Club features “Stardust,” 
his exhilarating explo- 
ration into the realms of 
magic and humanity. 

їп “Stardust,” Gaiman 
chronicles the vestiges of a 
young man's mythical 
quest for his heart's desire 
ina time when our world is 
separated from the land of 
Faerie. But once every nine 
years, villagers are al- 
lowed to trade and mingle 
with magical inhabitants 
across the forbidden wall 
During this breach іп 
worlds,a young Dunstan 
Thorn finds himself mak- 
ing love to an alluring but 


ing genes, leading to a race to 
patent one gene before some- 
one else does. His little news 
reports are humorous but on 
the mark, and he does work at 
moving the plot forward re- 
lentlessly. 

But much that is undone by 
the sheer silliness of Crichton 


much evident in “The An- 
dromeda Strain" and, of 
course, “Jurassic Park.” 
But recently, Crichton has 
gone in altogether different 
vector. Now, he takes a scien- 
tific issue he feels strongly 
about and when writes a 
meatier, more complex novel 
around it, hewing closely to 
science fact while fictionaliz- 
ing the hot-button aspect, 
something on display with 
“Prey” (nanotechnology), and 
the very controversial “State 
«of Fear" (global warming) 
Thus, it shouldn't come as 
much of a surprise that Crich- 


cursed faerie maiden. 

Nine months later, а hu- 
man infant endowed with 
certain faerie features and 
abilities is found at the 
crack in the barrier. The 
boy named Tristan Thorn 
soon falls in love with Vic 
toria Forester and mal 
an impetuous vow to catch 
the falling star for his 
beloved 

The journey takes him 
throughout Faerie, where 
he uncovers his mystical 
heritage and embarks on 
an adventure of sorts. Un- 
fortunately, Tristan isn’t 
the only one in search of 
the star. His pursuit takes 
him into perilous territo- 
ries, where he is pitted 
against witch-queens and 
cunning creatures. Even- 
tually, the tale unravels in- 
—— 10 his discovery of 
==] the fallen star, 

which turns out to 
жемесе; be a lovely young 

mM woman. 
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mL 
Club will hold dis- 
cussions on the 
novel on 
Sept. 28, 6:30 
p.m. at Power- 


tries to stage with a straight 
face—and that’s not even in- 
cluding the one element that 
Crichton clearly inserts for а 
humorous purpose. The tra 
vails of the chatty parrot Ger- 
ard aren’t even funny. At one 


THE POSSIBILITIES 


154" SuperFine WXGA TFT, 1280 x 800 pixels 


LIFEBOOK Built-In Confidence 


Grichton’s newest book at 
least has a title that readers 
can identify with, because 
that’s exactly what they'll say 
upon reading this one; "Next, 
please." 


point, readers of "Next" will 
sincerely want to put the 
bird—and the reader by ex- 
tension—out of its misery. Ап- 
other major weakness із that, 
unlike his other books, there 
really isn’t anything to terrify 
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focuses on the 
humanities, ares 
‘and social studies. 
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TWELVE-YEAR program after preschool prepares students for the 


French Baccalauréat. 
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ТИЕ SCHOOL emphasizes 1 
the sciences and modern 
technology. (Ctm 


The French connection in education 


French culture have tickled 

the fancy of many Fil- 
ipinos—Napoleon Bonaparte, Vic- 
tor Hugo, Louis Pasteur, Catherine 
Deneuve, Charles de Gaulle, 
among others. In fact, revolution- 
ary leader Andres Bonifacio was 
greatly inspired by the ideals of the 
French Revolution—equality, liber- 
ty, fraternity—which helped guide 
the Katipunan movement. 

Many people view France as an epitome 
of democracy and progress which can be at- 
tributed toa tradition of quality education. 

But one need not travel half-way around 
the world о get this world-class pedagogy. 

Tn а quiet village in the heart of the 
metropolis, Ecole Francaise de Manille 
(EFM), a French-run international school, 
beckons to students from all walks of life 
who go for French education, lifestyle and 
culture early on in their lives. 

Founded in 1978, the school offers pri- 
mary and secondary programs which con- 
form to the curriculum set by the French 
Ministry of Education and the Philippine 
Department of Education (DepEd). 

‘To ensure compliance with international 
standards, the school is regularly inspected 
and experienced teachers are recruited 
mostly in France. 

Its 12-year program after preschool pre- 
pares students for the French Baccalauréat, 
which is a passport to admission to Euro- 
pean universities 


E OR CENTURIES, ICONS OF 


According to EFM headmaster Mireille 
Vincent, thé curriculum aims to develop 
equal fluency in the French and English lan- 
guages and mastery of German, Spanish 
and/or Mandarin, and a deep grasp of Eu- 
ropean culture. 

‘She said that the schoo! also emphasizes 
mathematics, sciences and modern tech- 
nology, humanities, arts and social studies 
which are pillars of European societies. 

Information and communication skills, 
which are key competencies in the 21st 
century are also cultivated. Students take a 
three-level online test in grades 5, 8 and 11 
to obtain ап intemationally-recognized 
certificate of proficiency They also undergo 
training in road ethics, which is now re- 
quired in most European countries when 
applying for a driving license. 


International network 

One advantage of EFM is its affiliation 
with the "Agence pour l'Enseignement 
Francais à l'Etranger" (AEFE), the world's 
biggest network of educational institutions 
consisting of 429 schools in 125 countries. 
It allows students to move in different 
countries and to pursue studies under the 
same French educational system, which is 
recognized as among the world's best. 

“These schools are noted for academic 
excellence that more than 160,000 stu- 
dents around the world receive, as well as 
for their openness to the languages and cul- 
tures of the host countries,” Vincent said. 


Language proficiency 
Cognizant of the need to effectively com- 


‘municate in the global market, EFM recent- 
ly launched a bilingual French and English 
program which takes effect at the start of 
the new school year this month. 

This new scheme aims to help enhance 
students’ proficiency in the English lan- 
guage. 

As part of its integration with the rest of 
Europe, students take up German language 
starting Grade 6, Spanish starting Grade 8, 
ànd with an option to study Mandarin in 
Grade 11 


Well-rounded programs 

The school promotes good citizenship 
through the election of student leaders, 
and visual arts and music, which are part 
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ECOLE Française de 
Manille beckons to 
students from all 
walls of life who go 
for French 
‘education, lifestyle 
and culture early in 
their lives. 


onferred the Gawad Dangal ng Lahi during 
the 57th Don Carlos Palanca Memorial Awards for Literature. Roxas, 


the guest of honor and speaker 
Palanca Ш; Sylvia Palanca- 


lanked by Palanca chair Carlos 


Foundation; and Christine Quirino-Pacheco, deputy director. 


THE SANGGUNIAN SA 
Filipino (Sangfil) will hold a 
national seminarworkshop 
оп current challenges in cur- 
riculum development оп 
Oct. 25-26 at the National In- 
stitute for Science and Math- 
ematics and Education Devel- 
opment (NISMED) in UP Dili- 
man, Quezon City. 

Sangfil is a broad associa- 
ition of teachers’ groups in Fil- 
ipino. The seminar-workshop 
aims to identify issues and 
problems related to the im- 


Filipino language teachers 
to bold seminar-worksbop 
on curriculum 


plementation of the presen 
curriculum endorsed by the 
Commission of Higher Edu- 
cation and the Department of 
Education. 

‘Teaching demonstration to 
be led by Jovy M. Peregrino of 
UP Diliman, Edison Fermin of 
Miriam College, and Ronan 
Capinding of Ateneo de 
Manila University will be part 
of the seminar-workshop. 

Fax 924-4747 ог 426-5838 
or email gemdanie@ya- 
hoo.com. 


UE hosts work ethics forum 


THE UE FORUM "WORK 
Ethics and Attitudes That 
Click,” centered on right work 
values and attitudes and orga- 
nized by the UE Guidance and 
Counseling Office is slated to- 
day, Sept. 17, at 10 a.m. at the 
UE Conference Hall, 46, Dalu- 
pan Sr Bldg. 

Featured speaker is Francis 
2. Kong, one of the most 
sought-after speakers from the 
Asian Center for Trainers 
Speakers Bureau, an author of 
11 books including the best 


"Only the Real Matters," 
am inspirational/motivational 
speaker, а successful en- 
trepreneur and president of 
Business Matters, a non-stock, 
non-profit organization that 
seeks to make the Filipino sen- 
sitive to the rapid global 
changes and equip him with 
the values and skills to make 
him a positive contribution to 
Philippine progress. Kong also 
inspires daily listeners to "Busi 
ness Matters," his daily radio 
program at 98.7 dzFE FM. 


ofthe curriculum, 

EFM also offers sporting activities such 
as swimming, rugby, soccer, basketball, vol- 
leyball, taekwondo, wall climbing and ath- 
lees to keep students active and physically 

it 

Last summer, it hosted the Jeune Planete 
Rugby festival in line with the Rugby World 
Cup 2007 which will be held in Paris this 
month. 

The event, which featured touch rugby 
demonstration games, was highlighted by 
the awarding of the Rugby World Cup tick- 
ets and round-trip Air France-KLM tickets 
to two EFM students who excel in the 
sport—Tom Felix and José Corpuz. 

‘They will be part of the global team of 80 
children which will play against French 
teams. 

EFM also has extra-curricular activities 
such as mini-theater, pottery, ballet and 
jazz dance, cooking, and music which are 
offered in cooperation with its German 
school counterpart. 

Students get involved in projects of non- 
government and community organizations 
as part of their outreach. 

Grade 9 students, for instance, visit and 
observe local firms and various institu- 
tions. Afterwards, class forums are held to 
process their learning experiences to give 
them an understanding of the real world 
outside. 

For more information on Ecole Francaise 
de Manille, call 776-1000, e-mail efmQeis- 
manila.org ог log on to eis-mani- 
la.org/EFM. 


Filipino PR veterans tell success stories in new book 


NINE SEASONED FILIPINO PUBLIC 
relations practitioners recall the highlights 
of their careers in a vivid 
memoir and how-to collec- 
tion that helps part the cur- 
tain оп a profession that is 
still scarcely understood as it 
is celebrated. 

Edited by Romeo Virtusio, 
“How To Make It In PR: PR Vet 
eran Tell Their Stories" will be 
launched formally on Sept. 19, 
5 p.m. at Powerbooks Live! 
Greenbelt 4, Makati. The launch will be 
jointly sponsored by Context Communica- 
tions International, Inc. the publisher, and 
the International Public Relations Associa- 


HOWTO MAKEFEINEL 
no 


tion-Philippine Chapter. 

Тһе book that takes readers 
through the evolution of public 
relations in the country from the 
period covering the late 1950s to 
the present, “should be invalu- 
able to young people contem- 
plating a career in public rela- 

tions,” according to writer 
Butch Dalisay. 
Each of second-generation PR 
pioneers Charlie A. Agatep, Joy 
1. Buensalido, Max J. Edralin, 
Rene E. Nieva, Pete A. Padre, Jr, Virgilio О. 
Pantaleon, Frankie S. Roman, Oscar S. Vil- 
ladolid, and Romeo P Virtusio provide а 
personal account of their individual careers. 


о 


through engaging, sometimes amusing sto- 
ries of various standout campaigns, the 
mentors they've learned from and the val- 
ues they have lived by. The collection also, 
features a foreword by former J. Walter 
Thompson chairman J.J. Calero who says, 
“A great wealth of experiences is contained 
їп these pages. This book is recommended 
for anyone who is in the communications 
business.” 

Public Relations Society of the Philip 
pines president Butch Raquel has called it ° 
“а rare document... of how the writers who 
are some of the best in our industry worked. 
and have enriched the PR profession in our 
country.” 

Call 7265130, 7244774 or 8174471. 


Call for papers for UST national conference in literature 


THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS, 
declared a Center of Excellence in Litera- 
ture Education by the Commission on High- 
ег Education, will hold the national confer- 
ence in literature, “Intersections — Cross- 
roads and Crosscurrents in Literature and 
Culture,” on Jan. 29-31, 2008 at the 


Thomas Aquinas Research Complex. 

Interested parties who wish to read pa- 
pers may submit their abstracts of not 
more than 250 words, brief biographical 
information and contact details via cpd- 
esOmnLlusteduph not later than 
Sept. 30. 


Papers will be grouped under the follow- 
ing headings: Literature and the Arts, Sci- 
ences, Languages, History, Sociology, Psy- 
chology, Philosophy, Ethnicity, Sexuality 
Gender, Pop Culture, Media, Religion, 
‘Technology, and Medicine. 

Call 7417416 or 4061611 loc. 4051. 


US-based UST medical alumni 
hold record-breaking reunion 


THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS 
Medical Alumni Association (USTMAAA) 
held its grand reunion and convention at 
the Wynn Hotel Resort & Casino in Las Ve- 
gas recently with a record-breaking atten- 
dance of over 1,200 members. 

The new set of elected officers were 
headed by Dr. Filomeno C. Dante Gapultos 
Je, president of the USTMAAA; Dr. Primo 
A. Andres Jr, president of the USTMAAA 
Foundation; Dr. Estella Evangelista, execu- 
tive director; Dr. Antonio Gonzales, presi- 
dent, USTMAAA; and Dr. Zita Yorro, presi- 
dent-elect, USTMAAA Foundation. 

n his inaugural address, Gapultos urged 
Thomasian medical alumni to give their 
strong support to their alma mater's charted 
course for the UST Faculty of Medicine and 
Surgery and UST Hospital. Andres, on the 
other hand, stressed the expanding role of 
the foundation in Philippine nation-build- 
ing. 

The endowment fund of the USTMAAA 
has surpassed the USS3 milion mark and 
only the interest income from the principal 
fund as approved by the board is disbursed 
for its projects such as scholarships, re- 
search, faculty development, materials im- 
provements for UST, care of indigent pa- 
tients of UST Hospital, and charitable causes 
to alleviate the condition of poor Filipinos. 

"The five-day festivities were distinguished 


THE UST Medical Alumni Association in America in Las Vegas reunion. (From left, seated): Dr. 
‘Aurora Gonzales, Sylvia Andres, Dr. Estella Evangelista; Dean Grace Gonzaga; UST Rector Fr. 
Ernesto Arceo, OP; Dr. Primo Andres; Dr. Zita Yorro, Melinda Tolentino and Margie Gapultos; 
(second row) Dr. Antonio Gonzaga, Dr. Placido Сайттар, Dr. Oni Yorro, Dr. Noel Chua, Dr. José 
Evangelista, Dr. Greg Tolentino, Dr. Dante Gapultos and Dr. Noel Canlas 


by the presence of the UST Rector Magnifi- 
cus, Fr Ernesto Arceo, OP; dean of the Facul- 
ty of Medicine and Surgery (USFFMS), Dr. 
Grace Garayblas Gonzaga; and UST-FMS re- 
gent, Fr. Winston Cabading, OP It was also 
highlighted by the Annual Luis Memorial 
Lecture, "Progress in Pediatric Surgery: A 50- 
year Evolution," given by prominent pedi- 
atric surgeon, Dr. Herman Reyes of Class 57. 


Thé reunion was also celebrated by the 
Jubilarians, with spectacular presenta- 
tions such as Golden, Class "57; Silver, 
Class '82; and Sapphire, Class '62 in the. 
"Las Vegas Extravaganza.” In the “Red, 
White & Blue Extravaganza” on Alumni 
Night Dinner Dance, the Ruby Class '67, 
Coral Class 72, and Pearl Class 77 were 
similarly honored. 
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Quiapo and the Filipino: 
Not exotic enough? 


true Manilefio from Quiapo, heads 
the Cultural Heritage Studies Pro- 
gram at the Ateneo de Manila University 
while being deeply involved in Bahay 
Nakpil-Bautista, his family’s 1914 land- 
mark house in the heart of Quiapo, now a 
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er a St. Peter's Basilica, or a Parthenon as 
monumental symbols of cultural achieve- 
ment. 


Living monument 


But we do have the Rice Terraces of the. 
Philippine Cordillera, an immense system of 


REMAINING useful 
inthe 2istcentury, 
‘old Quiapo 
residences are 
reused for 
commercial 


museum and community center алло purposes. 

A respected authority in the study of 
Philippine culture, his two recently published = 
books, “Quiapo: Heart of Manila" and “Аи- 
thentic though Not Exotic,” are companion 
pieces that attempt to understand the casual, 
belittling Filipino regard toward the value of 
his culture and heritage. 

їп “Quiapo: Heart of Manila.” Zialcita 
looks at Philippine heritage from the perspec- 
tive of an inner Manila resident who has de- 
voted years of effort to the revitalization of 
the district of his birth. 

Quiapo was а riverside suburb south of 
Manila (then confined mostly to Intramuros) 
in the 19th century that rose to prominence 
as the “city’s heartland in the 20th century" 
always at the center of Manila activity. 

Various writers bring out the uniqueness of 
Quiapo as an urban district and its transfor- 
mation into what it is today. Still Manila's 
central business area of crowded shopping 
areas and department stores, streets special- 
izing in particular products (flowers, music, 
photography, optical goods, folk medicine, 
wedding supplies, dressmakers notions, and 
so much more) radiate from grand Quezon 
Boulevard and from Quiapo Church at Plaza 


Mt ure еке Dude ы Sv Z3 gor Them all. 


[Quiapo] church is the world of Plaza Miran- 
da, the very center of magic in the entire 
country” while outside the mosque is the na- 
Чопа! center of pirated videos. 

“Quiapo has its flavors, too: a crunchy ver- 
sion of fresh lumpia, a tangy ham, and halo- 
halo” 

The neighborhood is absolutely fascinat- 
ing. Compact and highly complex, it surprises 
visitors with its wide range of multitexrured, 
multicultural offerings. It is also where peo- 
ple from all walks of life continue to live with- 
in close contact of each other. How interest- 
ing it is that Quiapo has never lost its sense of 
being a neighborhood. 

The district is what urbanists сай an en- 
semble, a place that offers its residents all the 
services needed for their daily lives—work 
places, shops, markets, entertainment, 
schools, universities, places of worship and % 
places of mysticism--all within walking dis- : 
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pair. Its riverine network of streams, devel- 
oped into esteros in the early 20th century is 
now hopelessly clogged into stagnant pools. 

People and vehicles congest what once 
were grand avenues and leafy streets. Hawk- 
ers illegally convert the few remaining open 
spaces into makeshift markets. 

Houses, whether splendid mansions of the 
wealthy or modest working-class dwellings, 
continually deteriorate into dilapidation, 
many dismantled and substituted with cheap 
commercial architecture that degrades the 
heritage houses they have replaced. 


Urban lesson 

Quiapo, now bursting at its seams, has 
morphed into an overpopulated city center 
district with all the attendant web of social, 
economic and urban problems, each de- 
manding immediate solution. 

Quiapo is an urban lesson that bul upon 
the maxim that nothing remains the same. 
‘There is no room in present Quiapo reality for 
introducing romantic Intramuros-type con- 
servation or restoration plans, With he eco- 
nomic, social and cultural pace of Quiapo t0- 
day, old Quiapo, or even the Quiapo of just 30 i > 2 T 
years ago, is now memory that cannot ever M Шы 

‘Quiapo: Heart of Manila" documents ће“ 
ыйа, outlines йз history, brings out із 
Strengths, establishes is uniqueness among 
шай neighborhoods in the Philippines, and 
эв questions that must be answered to ar- 
Test urban and social degeneration any far- 
thee 
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La Naval memorabilia on exhibit 


Sto, Domingo Church and Convent 

in Quezon City is mounting the 

grand exhibit “La Naval Memorabilia Ex- 

hibit, which opens on Sept. 29. The exhibit 

isa fitting tribute to Our Lady of the Rosary, 

La Naval de Manila on the centenary of her 
canonical coronation. 

Tris the last in a series of eight exhibitions 
which began in 2006 to commemorate the 
centennial At the launching of the celebra- 
tions last year, the first exhibit, "La Vir- 
gencita Maria,” essayed the incipient devo- 
tion to the child Mary in the Philippines. It 
was followed by "Salve Regina,” which fea- 
tured the various Marian images in the 
Philippines which have been canonically 
crowned 

Last December, the exhibit "Venite Adore- 
mus" focused on the very popular devotion 
to the Sto. Nifio as depicted in various art 
forms such as prints and carvings in wood 
and ivory and the many titles of the Christ 
Child in Philippine popular religiosity. 

In March 2007, а back-to-back exhibit 
was mounted to honor St. Joseph, husband 
of Mary in "San Jose, Esposo de la Virgen" 
and "Misterios Dolorosos," which featured 
various depictions of the suffering Christ 
coinciding withthe season of Lent and East- 
ertide. 

The sixth exhibit was organized last 
month to honor the saint of the rosary, "Sto. 
Domingo de Guzman.” The exhibit focused 
on the life of St. Dominic and also included 
sculptures, prints and paintings of other fa- 
mous saints of the Order of Preachers. 

‘The penultimate exposition opened last 
Sept. 8, feast of Mary's Nativity, and is still 
running at the Santisimo Rosario Parish of 
the University of Santo Tomas Campus in 
España, Manila, where the venerated im- 
age of La Naval stayed for a while during 

he war The exhibit features some rare 
shotographs and prints of the virgin during 
its stay in UST and different images of the 
Santo Rosario as it evolved through the 
ears. 
The grand memorabili exhibit will open 
pn Sept. 29 and will run through the end of 
October According to Fr, Ferdinand 
Bautista, Ой it was in 1907 when the vener- 
ated image of the Holy Rosary was crowned 
amid the rejoicing of the Filipino people. 
Our Lady of La Naval was the very first im- 
age honored with a canonical coronation 
by Pope Pius X. 
The grand exposition will feature various 


T HE MUSEO DE STO. DOMINGO OF 


FR. BIENVENIDO 
Trinilla, OP; prior of 
Sto. Domingo 
Convent 


REI Nicolas, curator 


SCAPULARIO de Tercera Orden, circa 
19205, and prayer leaflet, 1950s. 


GOTHIC portapaz in. 
gilded wood and 
ivory. Courtesy of Rei 
Nicolas 


La Naval Memorabilia from the collect 
of curator Rei Nicolas, who has been col- 
lecting devotional materials about the La 
Naval since the 1980s. 

‘A very rare programa y recterdo of the 
1907 Coronation was acquired by Nicolas 
from the Makati Cinema Square's segunda- 
mano shops. A more recent find is a scapu- 
lar of the Third Order of St. Dominic (circa 
1900), which he found in an antique shop 
in Cubao, ОС. 

Commemorative medals are also includ- 
ed in the articles to be exhibited. An added 
attraction of this exhibit are some of the 


Paintings and artworks depicting the La 
Naval done by famous artists like Federico 
Alcuaz and the late Cenon Rivera of UST 


Quiapo and the Filipino... me. 


rice paddies carved into steep mountain 
slopes considered by world conservation ex- 
pers as a monument on the scale of Angkor. 

What sets the Rice Terraces of the Philip- 
pine Cordillera on a different level from ex- 
traordinary but empty Angkor is that it is a 
living monument that continues to support 
life and is used today for the same purpose. 
that it was built over a millennium ago. 

А site definitely of outstanding universal 
value that Unesco inscribed on the World 
Heritage List and admired worldwide, many 
Filipinos routinely dismiss it. 

Zialcita observes that the world does not 
find the lowland Christian Filipino fitting the 
stereotyped Western image for an Asian peo- 
ple. Therefore, we do not seem “exotic” 
enough, he writes, to the Westerner expect- 
ing to find “mysterious” Asia in Chinese, 
Japanese or Thai cultures that appear, in 
Western consciousness, to be out of the ordi- 
nary. 

Out ofthe ordinary are the tribal cultures, 
the rice terraces, the Maranaos who dance 
the singkil, the seafaring Badjao. Tribal archi- 
tecture, carving and weaving which "qualify" 
as Asian and exotic. Lowland crafts like the 
delicately woven рійа, religious carving that 
combines Filipino with Wester styles, or tra- 

jonal Filipino cuisine that fuses the local 
palate with Chinese and Spanish influences, 
are simply regarded as derivative of the 
West. 

Zialcita examines the effects of Spanish 
colonialism on the present Filipino psyche, 
responds to the “accusation that lowland Fil- 
ipino culture is ‘elitist and derivative, ...ex- 
amines appeals to joining ‘Asia’ and 'South- 


NINETEENTH-CENTURY houses, while struggling to survive, remind of Quiapo's pastas the 


residential quarter for the city 


CROWDED Quinta 
Market, among the 
largest city markets, 
isa landmark in 
Manila's premier 
shopping district. 


QUIAPO streets, 
filled with shops and 
hawkers, attract 
people from all walls 
‘of Manila life. 
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east Asia,’ showing that though we should 
participate in both, we should realize that 
both concepts were invented by Westerners 
‘whose content tends to exclude Westernized 
peoples like us. 

Establishing a strong Filipino identity in to- 
days global village is what Zialcita advo- 
cates. His thoughts on how to achieve that 
recognition make “Authentic though Not Ex- 
otic” an extremely interesting read. 

“Quiapo: Heart of Manila" is published by 
the Cultural Heritage Studies Program of 
‘Ateneo de Manila and the Metropolitan Mu 
seum of Manila, assisted with grants from the 
Toyota Foundation, Beatriz Susana Zobel de 
Ayala, and Gregorio Araneta Social Develop- 
‘ment Foundati 

“Authentic though Not Exotic” is published 
by the Ateneo de Manila University Press. 

Bahay Nakpil-Bautista, a museum open to 
the public on 432 Bautista St. off Quezon 
Boulevard, is definitely worth visiting. For in- 
formation, call 7349341. 


E-mail 
gmail.com 
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The exhibit 
caps the 
series of 
expositions 
organized in 
the run-up 
to the 
centennial 
of the 
canonical 
coronation 
of Our Lady 
of the 
Rosary in 
October 


nakar shells and a period 
estampita of La Naval, 


will be shown. 

Production designers Chito Sumera and 
Gino Marasigan have also loaned their La 
Naval prints and framed images for the ex- 
hibit. 

‘The other members of the exhibit team 
are Tom Joven, Jerome de Jesus, Noel 
Abquilan and Jun Manahan. 

In charge of research is Bro. Christopher 
Garinganao, OP and assisted by Bro. Ariel 
Salcedo, ОР 

Invited to open the grand exhibit are 
Jaime Laya, Charo Santos, Boots Anson Roa 
and Ben Farrales. 

Tenor Rheez Chua will render songs ded- 
icated to Our Lady. 

Fr. Larry Singian, OR vicar provincial of 
the Dominican province of the Philippines, 
will be assisted by Fr. Herminio Dagohoy, 
ОВ chair ofthe centennial celebration com- 
mittee, and Fr. Bienvenido Trinilla, OR pri 
or of Santo Domingo Convent, in opening 
the exhibit. 


CAR STICKER circa. 
1950s, and sweepstake 
ticket, circa 1971, from 
the collection of Fr. Ed 
Nantes, OP and Nicolas 


More than 
furniture 


MORE THAN A CHAIR MAY 
seem to be mere words that 


the reach even of middle 
class Filipinos. The furniture 


however would tickle your are proudly locally made, 


curiosity. But more curious 


would be t 


showroom at 


Lakeshore on North Luzon 


with the best design and 


furniture prod- quality, fit for homes, hotels 
ucts displayed in the МТАС 


and offices. 
“МТС designs according to 
specified style and form clients 


Petron 


Expressway near the exit to choose. That could be the rea- 


Mexico, Pampanga. 
More Than a Chair (MTC) 


son why they keep coming to 
us because we please them 


showroom has become а Га. and they are satisfied with our 


miliar site to shoppers and 
motorists. But to furniture 
lovers and enthusiasts, МТС 
is a showcase of classy chairs 


and furniture. 


МТС has а touch both for- 
eign and local. The crafts 
inspired by 
French consultant David Gi- 
raudet, who trained the first 
group of workers in 1999. 
The skills have been passed 
оп and cultivated since then 
so the style has been pre 
served and even improved 
Why More Than a Chair? 
The name was given by Myr- 


manship is 


na Bituin. 
Jose Butuin 


explained: 
“simply because we got more 


products." said Cherry Bituin, 
marketing head. 

‘The company's strength is 
its modern design and crafts- 
manship, using natural mate- 
rials such as bamboo Z-matt, 
hand caning and the like. 

МТС begun as a sub-con- 
tractor for its mother compa- 
ny, Betis Crafts, Inc. 

In 1999 MTC joined the 
Philippine International Fur- 
niture Show. The experience 
opened the door to the world 
market, and before long for- 
eign clients begun coming in. 

1с will join the “Manila 
Now” exhibit in March 2008. 

МТС азо caters to the local 
market. Ir is always ready and 


than it takes , more than just able to supply high-quality, 


ability and skills to make 
classy furniture and more 
than our commitment to 
product excellence.” 


innovative and competitively 
priced furniture. 

MTC is committed to make 
quality products based on 


The company has a team of buyers specifications. Из cor- 
experienced and high-caliber porate environment is based 
workers who live by the МТС on career growth, profitabili- 
Commitment. The prices of ty, sense of ownership, team- 
the furniture products are work and adaptability to 


reasonable and well within 


change. 


MORE than a Chair showroom at Petron Lakeshore on North 


Luzon Expressway 
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Celebration of for 


By Johnathan Libarios Rondina 
Contributor 


“ТАМ NOT A GLASS ARTIST.” 

‘These words would not have been as 
shocking had they not come from Ramon 
Orlina, an artist much acclaimed here and 
abroad for his luminous works in translu- 
cent glass. 

"Тат a sculptor," he is quick to add, im- 
plying that artists are best defined by what. 
they do rather than what medium they use. 

Orlina's revelation is received with great 
amusement by his fellow sculptors at a recent 
gathering to discuss their forthcoming exhibit, 
"Forces of Form,” opening at the Megamall Art 
Center on Sept. 21. The annual exhibit, now 
on its third year, is presented by Gallery Nine 
and is envisioned as a review of contemporary 
sculpture in the Philippines. 

Apart from his signature glass pieces, Orli- 
па will showcase new works in bronze, an in- 
teresting departure that highlights the artists 
breadth and proves his point about reduction- 
ist conceptions of art and artists based on 
medium, 

“Review expositions are important,” he 
says, “to show an artists development, kung 
mayroon nga ba o wala.” 

Other participating artists in the review in- 
clude Napoleon Abueva, Arturo Luz, Bencab, 
Ed Castrillo, Solomon Saprid, Claude Tayag, 
Michael Cacnio, Carlito Ortega, Robert Ode- 
jar, Rey Paz Contreras, Juan Sajid Imao, Roger 
Basco, Daniel de la Cruz and Egai Fernandez. 


Artofform 

As such, the show is meant as much for the 
public as it is for the growing community of 
Filipino sculptors whose collaborative engage- 
ments have so far been few and far between. 

‘At the exhibit, the works of seasoned as 
well as emerging sculptors and installation 
artists working with a wide array of me- 
dia—from glass to metal, brass to bronze, 
wood to scrap and other found materi- 
als—will be showcased and are certain to elic- 
it well-deserved admiration for the wealth of 
Filipino talent engaged in the art of form. 

For other sculptors working with brass like 
Cacnio and Ortega, the annual review is an 
opportunity to take roads less taken. Cacnio's 
very memorable contribution to last year’s ex- 
hibit, an exasperated angel whose out 
stretched wings revealed the burden of its 
fate, was a stark contrast to his idyllic render- 
ings of innocent children at play. 

Cacnio, а Ten Outstanding Young Men 
(TOYM) of the Philippines awardee, sees the 
review аза breeding ground for his more con- 
ceptually political works. This year, his critical 
hands have given life to similarly arresting 
pieces that focus on Filipino resiliency and hu- 


mor amidst the great socioeconomic divide. 

"1 want to focus on the qualities and condi- 
tions that make us who we are,” Cacnio says. 
“At the same time, I also want to celebrate Fil- 
pino talent and achievement." 

Apart from his contribution to the group 
show, the sculptor is also scheduled to stage a 
solo exhibit in Brussels this week. 

Ortega, а Bukidnon-bom artist now based 
in San Pablo, Laguna, forays into the Min- 
danao of his youth and renders in his sculp 
tures a firing homage to the migrant se 
ters who cultivated the souther frontier 
in the first half of the 19005. The brass 
works of nude figures depict the ой- 
used historical allusions to the axe, bolo, and 
carabao as instruments for taming what was 


fellowship 


ofFilipino 


sculptors 


convene ina 


spectacle of 


form and 
substance 


then touted as the “Promised Land.” 

Ortega is an entrepreneur-architect- 
tumed-sculptor whose shift to the arts began 
only a couple of years ago. He now confesses 
toan evolving love affair with brass. 

“Brass is so forgiving; your mistakes are al- 
most always forgiven.” һе says. “Kung saan 
ако dadalhin ng brass, doon ako pupunta.” 


Women sculptors 

For the other sculptors, the show is a 
cathartic exercise for personal recollec: 
ton. Agnes Arellano, а sculptress who 
belongs toa very small sisterhood of Fil 
ipina artists engaged in sculpture, re- 4 
vives her Eshu goddess for the exhibit 

"The sculprue insalaton, first exhib- 
ited at the Havana Biennale 10 years ago 
willbe juxtaposed against her new works 
in bronze, signaling the aesthetic as well 
as personal shifts in her 25-year career 
inar. 


"THE PIONEER,” 
by Carlito Ortega 
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Tender Mother... — 


Community program 

501 started a community project at our 
weekend farm to help him out. My simple 
goal was to develop Ауез talents as a stone 
artisan, by challenging him to refine his 
skills create new designs, and helping 
develop a bigger market for these garden 
sculptures in Manila 

We decided our focus should be Marian 
images. Because we are a Catholic country, 
1 believe every home with a garden should 
have the image of Mama Магу Just as Thai 
gardens are adorned with the image of 
Buddha, Japanese gardens with pagodas, 
and Chinese gardens with stone lion-dogs, 1 
believe ours should be adorned with the 
image of Our Lady. 

In March 2007, I showed our early works 
to one of the founding members of Friends 
in Art (Fiat), Inc. She was excited by what 
she saw, and decided to show pictures of 
‘our works to her organization. 

iat members remarked on the tender- 
ness in the sculptured faces of Our Lady 
“Her smile is captured in stone,” they said. 
Fiat invited us to produce at least 30 pieces 
to be featured in their annual “Ave Maria” 
show on Sept. 8 


Personal tribute 

This endeavor, I thought, will allow me 
to pay personal tribute to Our Lady. 

My wife, Milagros, has had a debilitating 
brain injury for close to 11 years now. She is 
completely paralyzed, and has lost her abil- 
ity to speak. Like an infant, she is complete- 
ly dependent on the peopie around her for 
all her needs. In spite of the severity of her 
brain injury she is fully aware of everything 
around her. 

Mila is living proof that miracles do hap- 
pen. She was born when her mother Marti- 
ta was 45, and already had three miscar- 
riages before her. When Martita found out 
she was pregnant with Mila, her doctor told 
her that, at her age and with her medical 
history, she should not get her hopes up on 
her pregnancy. 

So she prayed to Our Lady of the Miracu- 
lous Medal, for her safety and the health of 
the child in her womb. Mila surprised all by 
being born at full term, perfectly normal 
and healthy. In thanksgiving, her mother 


named her Milagros. 

‘When Mila gave birth to her own daugh- 
ter on Oct. 20, 1996, she unexpectedly 
went into a life-threatening seizure due to 
amniotic fluid embolism (Afe). She went 
into a coma, and had to be revived. The 
doctors called a Code Blue to save her, and 
put her on life support. She bled uncontrol- 
ably and had to undergo emergency 
surgery 

‘Most mothers afflicted by Afe do not sur- 
vive the ordeal. But Mila lived. In thanks- 
giving, we named her daughter Mary 
‘Therese Milagros. 

Mila lived, but lay in a deep coma, with 
very little brain activity. Two weeks into her 
coma, her neurologist gave us a grim prog- 
nosis: that Mila would most likely remain in. 
a persistently vegetative state for the rest of 
her life, and that her chances of waking up 
was only one to two percent. 


Miracle of life 

‘And so we prayed to Our Lady for Mila, 
praying particularly to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe whose image was prominently 
displayed at the hospital lobby. Living up to 
her name, Mila defied medical statistics 


and miraculously woke up from her со- 
ma four weeks after her embolism. 

Оп Dec. 3, 1996, she was discharged 
from the hospital “awake” but with se- 
vere neurological deficits. She was para- 
lyzed, she lost her ability to speak, she 
could not see, she could not eat or drink, 
she could not recognize her own name. 

Yer, in spite of Milas fragility, she con- 
tinues to be with us today. She has re- 
gained her eyesight, she can eat through 
her mouth when spoon-fed, she recog- 
nizes her name, she smiles beautifully, 
and laughs heartily. 

‘Through this Marian exhibit, we honor 
Mila for teaching us how to bear suffer- 
ing with dignity, courage and cheerful- 
ness. Through this exhibit, we thank Our 
Lady and Our Mother for taking care of 
us, We celebrate the miracle of life іп Mi- 
la, and the miracle of life in us all. 

Friends in Art, Inc., in cooperation with 
the Alabang Garden Club, invites you to 
the “Ave Maria” exhibit of Handcarved 
Stone Sculptures from the Ukit Milagros 
Workshop. Exhibit runs until Sept. 21, at 
101 University Ave, Ayala Alabang Vil- 
lage, Muntinlupa. Сай 0917-8312583 or 
e-mail wawelmercado@gmail.com. 
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i in stone we carve our thanks 


Wawel A. Mercado guna stone artisans. It took me EERE came а hit, prompting him to 
prompting 
Contributor several years to find one. When a, SESS. TREE teach the trade to his rwo sons 


1 did, І was surprised by his As the market became satu- 
"VE ALWAYS HAD А FASCI- youth, and his lean frame, not 


nation for stone sculptures. one you would imagine could 
1 would find them at road- work with heavy stones. Ў er forms of stone sculpture, 
Side garden stalls near our Не is Ave Sandoval. He forms they would see in their 
‘weekend home in Laguna, sold learned how to carve stone from natural environment, such as 
as garden ornaments together his father, who started out as an frogs, lizards, turtles. 
with plants agent scouting for antiques from 8 When the elder Sandoval re- 
What I love about them is home to home, and selling them й tired, it was Ave who continued 
Н that they look better as they to antique dealers. the trade. But work was season- 
age, as moss starts growing оп When the demand for an- {al and unpredictable. To make 
thestone.Iwonderhow anyone tique mills grew because of * ends meet, he would take on 
could shape figures out of such landscapers, the elder Sandoval odd jobs as construction work- 
hard river stones, and admire tried his hand at making them Wik ес gardener, security guard, 
the artistry of Filipinos. himself, and was quite success- " whatever he could find. 
So [went in search of the La- ful. His replica stone mills be- 


rated with replicas, the artisans 
started experimenting with oth- 
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Pavarotti 


Pavarotti’s singing is anchored on sound 
technical grounding and sensitive artistry 


By Antonio C. Hila 
Contributor 


UCIANO PAVAROTTI (1935- 
2007) had reached a larger 
audience than any of today’s 

operatic celebrities through not 
only the legitimate stage but also 
television. He was the first singer 
to really tap the media, notably TV 
for opera and music. 

It was in 1978 when his recital at the 

Metropolitan Theater in New York was 
beamed live on a Sunday at 4 p.m. that was 
seen by an estimated 12 million viewers. 
This was followed by many more, among 
which were the celebrated performances 
he shared with two other tenors, José Car- 
reras and Placido Domingo dubbed “Three 
Tenors Concert.” 

In March 1994, the countrys music 
lovers heard him in a concert at ће Philip- 
pine International Convention Center, 
Sponsored by Rosemarie "Baby" Arenas 
The concert had to be rescheduled as 
Pavarotti had a terrible bout with cold 
Barely recovered from it, he braved 
through the concert and emerged tri 
umphant. 


1 witnessed how the him 
generous applause, as he managed to sing 
through the high notes without any hitch 
even if it was obvious his vocal production 
did not carry the usual brilliant sheen 

Earlier, at the press co 
stunned by his humility, as he expressed his 
ardent desire to sing for a charitable саш 
sounding more like a philanthropist than a 
self-centered divo. 

Tt was a memorable concert, indeed. The 
country's music lovers had that singular op- 
portunity to listen to him live. While he ex- 
pressed the so-called "chocolate voice,” or 
the rich and robust texture of a lyric tenor, 
like that of Guiseppe di Stefano whom he 
admired so much, his “white” or light-tex- 
tured voice allured simply because of its 
natural agility to go up the high register. 

In 1972, he became the darling of opera 
buffs in New York after watching him hit the 

igh C nine times with formidable ease as 

sssayed the role of Tonio in Donize: 
‘two-act opera “La Fille du Regiment.” Since 
then, he had earned the sobriquet "King of 
the High C." 


Rules of singing 
Like many other singers, Pavarotti be 
lieved in some fundamental rules in 


Connected in 


5 the Internet integrates 
more and more with the 
day-to-day lifestyle o 
most people, expectations 
of what a hotel-stay should offer 
shift to include increasingly indis- 
pensable access to Internet services. 
Gone are the days of having, 
search out Internet cafes or the 
business center in order to keep 
connected. It is now common for 
travelers to bring their laptops, or 
Internet-ready PDAs, along with 
them, and they expect their hotels to 
have the infrastructure necessary to 
connect their devices. 

This is true not only for 
business travelers, whose need for. 
Internet access is obvious. Tourists 
on vacation at exotic locales also 
appreciate the ability to check email, 
upload photos of their trip, and 
download maps. 

“ЕВ White once said 

rything in life is somewhere else, 

and you get there in a car. ',” said 
PLDT SVP and Head of Corporate 
Business Group Eric R. Alberto. 
“This was in 1943. Іп our era, 
everything in life — even when you 
are on vacation — is within your. 
reach, and you get them through the 
Internet...people want that ability 
wherever they go.” 

Hoteliers are very much 
aware of this demand. 

"Internet access is one of the 
top three priorities for travelers, even 
for those going to leisure destina- 
tions,” says Mr. Philippe Bartholomi, 
general manager for the famous 
Boracay resort, Friday's. “They want 
convenience - they want access in 
their rooms." 

Mr. Bartholomi estimates 


that in recent years, he's seen a. 
nearly 100-percent increase in 
access in 

y's. To satisfy this demand, he 
had outfitted Friday's with PLDT's 
Internet solution for hotels, 
PLDT Port. Specifically 
designed to provide hotels with 
а way to give their gues 
Internet access, both wireless 
and wired with seamless. 
connectivity from rooms to 
common areas and back again. 

Thanks to his 
Foresight, Friday's guests 
enjoy wireless access in a 
rooms of the resort and in 
the famous restaurant area, 
despite the difficulties of 
wiring up areas near the 
beach. They can access the 
Internet from their rooms. 
without needing to configure their 
laptops for specialized access. They 
can also bring their laptops out onto 
the beach and common areas with 
them, and their access continues 
seamlessly, operating on the san 
account, instead of needing to set up 
multiple accounts and having to log 
on and off continuously. 

Most resorts in Boracay 
having realized the necessity of 
Internet access, are wired to some 
extent, but few have the comprehen- 
sive package that Friday's offers. 

“Having Internet access,” 
adds Mr. Humphrey O'Leary, chair- 
man and president of the Hotel and 
Restaurants Association of the 
Philippines, an organization whose 
biennial assembly on the Future of 
‘Tourism in RP was sponsored by 
PLDT Port, “is necessary for the 
future of tourism in the Philippines.” 


ITALIAN opera star Luciano 
Pavarotti waves to 
spectators during his 
concert at Red Square in. 
Moscow in this Sept. 7, 1997 
file photo. Hailed by many 
asthe greatest tenor 
of his generation, 
һе died on Sept. 6, after 
along battle with cancer. 
Нема 71. 
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Shown in photo from L-R: Philippe Bartholom 


the Philippines (HRAP) Biennial Assembly Chairman, Fay Ocampo, 


singing. Knowing these basics is the key to 
understanding classical singing and appre: 
ciating his singing even more. These he out! 
ined and discussed in an article he wrote; 
"On Singing and Interpretation. 

First is the “breathing.” Good singing 
comes from the diaphragm, which is the 
singers machine. 

One cannot hold a high note, or project 
that resonating bell-like tone, without the 
support of the diaphragm, that part of the 
body that lies between the last rib and the 
pelvic bone. He said: “If you support the 
voice correctly from below, you can sing far 
longer—m one evening and in one 

life—without the signs of strain” |” 

Next is the placement, which he 
termed pasaggio (passage). This 
is the ability to shift from 
one register to the 
nexelower, middle 
and high—with on- 
ly the slightest hint 

of change. 
He wrote: “Ev. 
ery singer has not 
опе voice, but 
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In our era, everything in life - even 


when you аге on vacation - 


is within 


your reach, through the Internet. And 
people want that ability wherever 


they go.” 


- Ernesto R. Alberto, PLDT SVP & Head of 


Corporate Business Group 
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MANINGNING AWARDS FOR POETRY 
Mid-autumn festival 
of MUSIC and verse 


By Alma Cruz Miclat 
Contributor 


HE DAY OF THE 
full moon of the 
Eighth Month of 

the Chinese calendar this 

year is fast approaching. 

On this night, the moon is 

said to be at its biggest 

and brightest. It is wor- 
shipped and/or celebrat- 
ed in festivities marking 
the Mid-Autumn Festival. 

The night after, on Sept. 

26, the Maningning 

Awards for Poetry will be 

celebrated at the Philam- 

life Theater. 

Moon worship among differ- 
ent cultures started in primeval 
times. For the Chinese, changes 
of the moon as it waxes and 
wanes relate to the vicissitudes 
of life: joy in coming together 
and sorrow in parting. A legend 
has it that Chang-E, the Moon 
Goddess, was actually a young 
princess. Left heartbroken upon. 
knowing of her loved one's infi- 
delity, she took a magic elixir 
that enabled her to fly to the 
moon and stay there forever. 
Seeing the bright autumn 
moon, people remember 
Chang-E, her sorrowful flight, 
and the joy of knowing she lives 
forever in the orb of night 

"The Chinese actually started 
formally celebrating mid-au- 
tumn as a festival only during 
the Zhou dynasty (1066-221 
BC). Meanwhile, records men- 
tioning moon cakes as an im- 
portant element in the festivi 
ties first appeared in Southern 
‘Song (1127-1279). Moon cakes 


Quaching 


By lan Rosales Casocot 
Contributor 


THERE WERE THREE "BEGIN. 
nings” you could derive from 
the “Manila Symphony Orches- 
tra in Concert" which had a gala 
premiere at Claire Isabel McGill 
Luce Auditorium in Dumaguete 
City last Sept. 7. 

First, there was the resound- 
ing start as the orchestra 
opened its repertoire with a 
tempestuous rendition of the 
“Lupang Hinirang," which 
alone was worth any price of 
the ticket. Surely, one had never 
heard the National Anthem ren- 
dered in quite the same way, 
with such oblique passion, stir- 
ring and sweetly troubling at 
the same time. It made you sit 
up and think there's bite to this 
night yet. 

In the end, such expectation 
маз justified by the relish one 
felt when the last notes had 
rung off, and yet the audience 
still lingered and hesitated to 
leave, hoping for an encore. 

It was an evening of classical 
music that proved a resonating 
fulfillment for both head and 
heart—and, yes, ears. For once, 
the typically testy Dumaguete 
crowd was moved. 

The national anthem, of 
course, was grand introduction 
enough to what was to come: 
under the baton of the world- 


Fernandez and Girl Valencia. 


were baked to be given as gifts 
to relatives to express their 
wishes for a united family. The 
festival remained the second 
most popular, next only to the 
New Years festivities, despite 
upheavals and changes of dy- 
rasties, governments and 
rulers. 


Celebrating life 

Personally, | have cor red 
September as the autumn of my 
life since the year 2000 when 
our much beloved eldest 
daughter, Maningning, joined 
the goddess Chang-E in her 
flight to the moon. But like the 
folk believers of festivals, I have 
tried to transform my grief into 
a celebration: a celebration of 
my daughters short life well 
lived 

In 1987, our Chins-born 
Maningning held her first solo 


exhibit of Chinese paintings en- 
titled "Maningning: An Exhibit 
uf Chinese Brush Works" at the 
Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines. The 15-year-old artist, 
the youngest who exhibited at 
CCP that year, was also a trilin- 
gual poet and writer. Her first 
exhibit, of scrolls in Chinese ink 
and brush, showed her disci- 


the Great 


‘THE MICLAT family's account of 
their China stay won the National 
Book Award in biography 


pline in Si Junzi Hua (Four 
Paintings of a Gentleman: the 
bamboo, orchid, plum blossom 
and chrysanthemum). 

In 1992, her nonrepresenta- 
tional oil painting in western 
style canvas, "Trouble in Pat- 
dise," was awarded grand win- 


ner by the Art Association of the 
Philippines. Her trilingual book 
of poetry, “Voice from the Un- 
derworld: A Book of Verses” 
(Anvil Publishing, Inc., 2000) 
was finalist in the Manila Critics 
Circle's National Book Award. 

‘Twenty years after her first 
painting exhibit and seven 
years after her flight, the Man- 
ingning Miclat Art Foundation. 
Inc. (MMAFI, founded in her 
honor) will present "Maningn- 
ing : An Evening Of Poetry And 
Music at Philamlife Theater, 
United Nations Avenue, Manila 
on Sept. 26, at 7 p.m. 

This will be the 3rd Maningn- 
ing Awards for Poetry started in. 
2003 and held every odd num- 
bered year The Maningning 
‘Awards for Painting is held dur- 
ing even-numbered years. 

The 2005 awards, billed 
riptych/Tatluhan,” was held 
at CCR In April this year, MMAFI 
held the well-attended “Banaue 
in Concert" where Maningn- 
ings younger sister, Banaue Mi- 
clat, sang operatic arias and 
kundimans. 


Finalists 

Nine finalists in the 2007 
Maningning Miclat Poetry Сот 
petition in Filipino, English and 
Chinese have been named and 
will vie for the grand prize. The 
finalists in the English division 
of the competition are Mark An 
thony Cayanan, Raymond John 
A. de Borja and Joy Anne 
Teayan. 

Tn the Filipino division are 
Mark Anthony Sy Angeles, Erica 
Clariz C. de los Reyes and Car- 
los M. Piocos II. Meanwhile, all 
three finalists (Chen Siyuan, 
Chen Wei and Zhang Huichao) 
in the Chinese division came 
from Guangdong, China which 
sent the most number of en- 
tries, Other entries came from 
Beijing, Shanxi, Gansu, Fujian, 
and Chejiang in China, as well 
as from Vietnam and the Philip- 
pines. 

Тһе grand winners of the 
2007 Maningning Miclat Poetry 
Competition in Filipino, English 


and Chinese will be awarded 
P28,000 each, a Julie Lluch 
sculpture trophy, and special 
limited hardbound edition of 
"Voice from the Underworld: A 
Book Of Verses, Beauty for Ash- 
ез: Remembering Maningning, 
and "Beyond the Great Wall: A 
Family Journal." The first two 
books were nominated in the 
National Book Award for Poetry 
in 2001 and 2002, respectively 
While the last was recently 
awarded 2006 National Book 
Award in biography/autobiog- 
raphy by the Manila Crities Cir- 
А concert during the awards 
night will feature three most 
talented singers in the coun- 
try—Cynthia Alexander, Susan 
Fernandez and Girl Valencia 
Reading of excerpts from. the 
‘winning poems in English, Fil- 
ipino and Chinese divisions is 
also included in the program. 
The poetry award and con 
cert is sponsored by the Nation. 
al Commission for Culture and 
the Arts, San Miguel Corp, 
Emerson Network Power, Hua 
tong Xinli Flooring Co. Ltd. and 
World News Publications. 


Сай 0918-9057311, 0916- 
4340167 or 8124885/6. You 
can also get tickets from Philam- 
life (5269250/72/65), Conspir 
асу Café (4532170) or Мале 
Katipunan (9293191), Ateneo 
Library of Women's Writings 
(4266001 loc 5811), Kaisa para 
за Kaunlaran (5266796). 

E-mail acmiclat2004 yahoo. 
com, — maningningfoundation 
@gmailicom ай | visit 
wiww.maningning.com. 


"he contributor is co-author of 
“Beyond the Great Wall : A Fami- 
ly Journal," together with her 
husband, Mario Ignacio Miclat, 
and daughters Maningning and 
Banaue. The Anvil book was re- 
cently awarded the 2006 Nation- 
al Book Award for Biogra- 
phy/Autobiography by the Mani- 
la Critics Circle. It is available at 
National Bookstore and Power- 
Books. 


the Luce with the Manila Symphony Orchestra 


For Dumaguete, 
to see a living 
legend like Quach 
in action is 
astounding 


renowned Helen Quach, the 
Manila Symphony Orchestra- 
one of the oldest orchestras in 
Asia—has created music that 
was tantalizing in its control 
and beauty. 

‘The second beginning comes 
with the first composition in the 
program that the orchestra 
dove into. In choosing the 
"Leonore Overture No. 3” by 
Ludwig van Beethoven, the ven- 
erable Ms Quach set the tone 
for a night with the masters in 
their sweeping romantic best 

The overture—taken from 
Beethoven's sole opera titled 
“Fidelio” (which is ће story of a 
woman named Leonore coming 
to the rescue of her imprisoned 
husband Florestan — while 
dressed as a prison guard 
named Fidelio)—is known іп 
music circles as the very 
apotheosis of Beethoven's dra- 
matic music. 

The orchestra beautifully 
‘managed to clinch the demands 
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MANILA Symphony Orchestra in Claire Isabel McGill Luce Auditorium, Dumaguete City 


of the beginning with strings 
and woodwind slowly descend- 
ing for an octave, and in that 
musical instant I could picture 
Florestan in his subterranean 
prison, despairing. It is a highly 
dramatic piece that ranges from 
the deep sighing of strings and 
bassoon to a feisty main section 
with the violins and cello. 


Exquisite balance 

Through it all, Quach, who 
conducted without any seores, 
showed herself the full master 
of her art with exquisite sense of 
balance, massaging each sec- 
tion into one another which 
made the overture truly the dra- 


e 


ANON 
ma that it promised to be. 

That sweeping drama is 
equaled in intensity with rhe or- 
chestra's third and last piece for 
the night, with Pyotor Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 5 
in E minor, where Quach effort- 
lessly strove to render the dra- 
matic arc demanded of the 
piece, from the funereal first 
movement to the triumphant 
march of the last. 

With Edvard Grieg’s “Piano 
Concerto іп A minor” as their 
middle piece, the orchestra is 
joined by concert pianist 
Cristine Coyiuto, who has been 
dubbed by critics as the “poet- 
ess of the piano.” 


aye 


"That distinction is a right per- 
fectly earned by Coyiuto for her 
intense virtuoso take on the pi- 
ano, and last Friday night, she 
seamlessly took on the haunting 
first movement of Grieg's mas- 
terpiece, but retained a surpris- 
ing nimbleness verging on sav- 
age grace that somehow came to 
me as а grand gesture toward 
the Norwegian folk sound of the 
composers birthplace whose 
centenary we celebrate this year. 


Guilty secrets. 

‘That Coyiuto is a brilliant pi- 
anist is a matter of wide recog- 
nition, In her explorations of 
the music's sweep, Grieg's com. 
position—once described by 
Geoff Kuenning as being "filled 
with invention, originality and 
sparkle that cannot help but 
please the ear’—sounded like 
the best of guilty secrets. 

T mentioned a third beginning 
in the beginning of this article. 
Perhaps а better word is 
“reemergence.” That rightfully 
belongs to that exact moment 
when Quach took to the Luce 
Auditorium stage, ready to 
pounce—for that was how her 
energy seemed to be like last Fri- 
day night—on the music, and to 
wrest from the score an orches- 
tral equivalent of heaven. 

For Dumaguete to see a living 
legend in action is astounding 


QUACHING/FB 
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Classical music concert 


Tee ; 
vein бше дисте | Quaching 
dogs react to certain kinds of 
с E 
fom ten oie Коп | (һе Luce.. 
. and Northern ireland—dogs ке ғ 
tend to be rowdy and noisy sem 
хе кзн C bem seni] | essei coat 
music while better behaved Quach, who was born in. 
y when listening to classical mu- Saigon to Chinese parents 
Жете = vea 
тошалныы Top classical artists j oe т 


ы Afternoon" a perfect fit for dog | with the Sydney Sympho- 
team up ina benefit lovers and classical music afi- | ny Orchestra (һе first 


D oo Іше ax ROS deside ы woman ever appointed to 
juests will be treated to per- 0), had reti 
ҮШ НЕ ma p the post), had retired from 


А formances of some of ће best’ | active conducting a few 
ask Kumiko Kuroda, and raise funds for musicians and singers such as | yearsbackaftershe had an 


shell tell you they can be ini bh F Christine Coyiuto, Greg Zunie- | electrocution accident, af- 
Tore as ns ee Шор the training of es ga, Renato Lucas, Dong de Dios, | ter which she also discov- 
Day Afternoon” (DDA) search-and-rescue $ н E eis 
benefit concert would 4 зй cert artist and teacher from a career that had her 
prove. Kuroda, along 4005 5 ج‎ Considered by critics as "the | leading some of the best 
with Reneé Speltz and 6 М 2 planises pianist’ and poetess | orchestras im the wond. 
Philippine National Red tor during the search-and-res- В Gf the piano,” Coyiuto studied | She opted to convalesce in 
Cross (PNRC) chair and cue mission for he missing Un ШЙ 1 with legendary pianist and ped- | her home in Sydney, Aus- 


: versity of Santo Tomas moun- CHAIR da agogue Rosario Picazo at Sta. | tralia where she would do 
Sen, Richard Gordon co- taineer as well as during the De- CHAIRMAN and Piolo show their love to Kur Isabel College and was a pupil battle with the disease, re- 


chair this year's fundrais- cember 2004 Quezon Province of Jacob Lateiner at the famous | solving to heal herself 
ег which will be an ele- mudslide operation. Juilliard School in New York | without surgery, 
gant soiree of light classi- _ Ph9KSAR began as a dream сиу айн жо 
Gil music on Sept. 22 at by а group of civicoriented 5 Zuniega is considered as one | therapy aiding herself only 
the Kuroda residence in people and dog trainers, and of the country’s most versatile | in Eck spiritual exercises. 


e breeders who recognize dogs N musicians, The experience had left 
Caimito, Forbes Park, peculiar talents in search and а He pursued further studies at | hera gentler soul, а perfect. 


Makati. pom sid аламба) Мокен бн. | синек pes tempe etn 

Just as it was last year, pro- Speltz, who was then ap- Conservatory and finished his | tal reputation that had 

ceeds of DDA 2007 will be used proached by the group, became А undergraduate and postgradu- | earned her the title “the la- 

to fund the training of search- instantly committed together ate degrees at the Royal College | dy tyrant of the podium," 

and-rescue dogs of the Philip with husband, Ambassador қ in London and was presented | dressed іп fashionable 

pine K9 Search and Rescue Paul Speltz. i the prestigious Tagore Gold | cheongsam or miniskirt, 
(PhK9SAR) Foundation. Also Bringing together other like- Medal by the late Queen Eliza- her hair in a fierce bob. 

benefiting will be Project 143, a minded personalities led to the beth the Queen Mother. That was not without 

PNRC project that trains 43 vol- establishment of PhOKSAR. Lucas, who teaches at the | merit, however. Her men- 

unteers in every barangay na- The foundation, an organiza- Be ‘UST Conservatory of Music and tor, the famous Leonard 

tionwide. tional member of the National T iut is the acting resident conductor Bernstein, called her а 

Yun. ийй NOW tie Anctor ioc las ER ааа д SAS Corio ENNIO lace of the Philippine Philharmonic | maestro with “[зһагр] 

PhKOSAR dogs were able to lo- cue (Nasar) which is based in the Office of Civil Defense, copter Safety Procedures. Orchestra, has had recent ap. | rhythmic sense... [quick] 

cate bodies faster during the the United States, is the first philippines Coast Guard and Meanwhile, che dogs have to Pearances as a soloist of the | reflexes, her address to the 
Guinsaogon, Leyte Landslide and only K9SAR group in Asia  pNRC. bel ces 12 montis old fr Philippine Philharmonic during | orchestra captivating.” 

and the Guinobatan, Albay and a partner and affiliate of Nasar instructors and evalua- and structured for search and iS European and Japan toursas | Тһе bob and her impos- 

Mudslide last year Prior to that, various government and non- rors have given PRKSSAR han. rescue, intelligent, trainable, Well as performances with the | ing brilliant eyes remain, 

the dogs were also a critical fac- government agencies such as Жету and three dogs “mission. transportable, show natural BmoPhilharmonicofthe Czech | although the cheongsam is 

ready” status. scenting ability, and of good Republic. gone, replaced Friday 

То qualify, a volunteer han- temperament De Dios, also a professor at | night with a tailored dress 

ег must be at least 21 years According to PhK9SAR presi. the UST Conservatory, іза con- | in severe black, punctuat- 

old, of good moral character, dent Jejomar Erwin Binay Jr, cert guitarist while Gomez is a ed at the back with a trian- 

physically and mentally fit, at the dogs have the ability to smeli Коза Ponselle and Curtis Schol- | gular patch of gold. The 

least a high-school graduate, people who may be buried 40- аг in voice and the Philippines | sartorial consideration 

able to commit to the founda- 100 feet below the ground de. ‘Op coloratura soprano. must pale of course to the 

боп, can get along with other pending on the conditions. “The afternoon will bea high- | music she wrought from 

volunteers, and must have a re- "Dogs smelling abilities are ality classical concert,” Kuro- | the Manila Symphony Or- 

lationship with their dog out- higher than any instrument or a Said. “{By raising funds) it | chestra: She made sump 

side of the training. technology available today" Bj. Will help the PhKSSAR help Fil- | tuous a night's excursion 

Qualified handlers undergo пау Jr. said. "In the event that a eee ee зла ~to | through а music, 

4 serious training such as thein- major earthquake happens, or "040 live commanding the Luce 

ы. ж 3 ‘ternational Red Gross Basic Life amy disaster for ш matte, All 02-6878546. stage like the baton queen‏ ا 

RICHARD Gordon explains the need for additional dog and volunteer Support, Mass Casualty Inci- hopefully with the help of the ait the author at фит she was, and continually 

handlers to the author and (from left) PhKOSAR's Мові Lim, Kuroda делі, Basic Mountaineering dogs, we can help save a lot of | Email the author at dxmatil- | is 

and Antonia Loyzaga of the Manila Observatory. Course, Canine First Aid, Heli- lives” pec 


The legacy of Luciano Pavarotti ~~ 


three different voices—a low- or down.” In singing, legato is esssyed a difficult phrase ог ter, his top notes меге secure, will “ruin the whole evening.” their voices also easily vanish, 
er, a middle and an upper best shown with the continu- sustained a high note. But con- robust, ringing and well Itis with these considera- especially when they quit 
When you are singing and ous connection of one tone го centration alone, he said, “will rounded. tions that one, indeed, listens schooling. Not in the case of 
move from one of these voices the other. It is from this фага not produce good results if АШ these things make up to Pavarotti, whose effortless Pavarotti, and the other bel 
up to the other, there is often a flowing musical line is there is nothing in the head what beautiful singing is all rendition of the best arias canto singers whose voices last 
noticeable changing of gears. achieved. and the heart to concentrate about, otherwise known as bel culled from the world's fa- longer as they are technically 

"You can hear where the Оп the other hand, the por- with." canto. mous operas and those affect- honed correctly, and properly 
voice is moving from one of tamento must be used wisely Неге is where technique : ing Neapolitan songs, which taken care of. 
these vocal areas—you call Portamento does not mean and artistry come іп. The Crowning glory he transposed a note or two These are the legacies 
them registers —to the next. “scooping,” which is the breathing and passagio lie on ОР course, there is much higher, makes one's listening Pavarotti has left when he 
Now, to insure a good passage “jumping from one note to the the technical side, while the more to be desired in appreci- to him more pleasurable. went to the Great Divide on 
or placement, the singer other and sliding to the next.” phrasing, legato singing and ating operatic arias. This is not Рауагоці% singing is thus Sept, 6, Born on Oct. 12, 1935, 
learns where these changes Its execution is indicated in portamento on the artistic the end of it all. But this begs anchored ona sound technical he gloriously sang апі 
occur, and works to control the score, but most of the time side—two key lessons which the question: For what does a grounding and sensitive touched his listeners’ hearts 
them with extra care so that а tradition in performance in- Pavarotti had ably demon- singer train if such a singer artistry. for over five decades. 
the vocal change is as small аз dicates its use, even if itis not strated in his performances. cannothitthehigh notes? And Тһе art of beautiful singing Не shared his music not on- 
possible.” indicated in the scope. (Ніз execution of the caden- іп opera the top notes are the isnot achieved byjust opening ly for one's listening pleasure 

‘This is what the term “line” On top of these considera- za, that flourish ornamenta- singer's crowning glory, vocal- the mouth and loudly belting but also for humanitarian pur- 
is associated with, which also tions comes “concentration.” tion that usually ends an aria ly speaking. Out vocal tones as some pose. He did not keep to him- 
counts оп two more important This was very obvious іп to show the capability or virtu- Thus, Pavarotti said, one singers would do it. These self pedagogic technique out 
considerations, the legato and Pavarotti’s singing in all his osity of the vocal instrument сап sing “badly” all evening, types of singers do not last; of sheer selfishness, but 
portamento. concerts. Easily detected меге had always awed his listeners. but “come in strong” in the and theirony ofitis, atan ear- shared it to many aspiring 

‘The former means “smooth- his still posture and serious fa- He capably held high notes in high C's and “the public will ly age, their voices are spent. singers as well. 
ly connected,” and the latter, cial expression suggesting a long duration, and ably sus- forgive everything.” On the Рог those whose singing is — Long live the King of the 
“to carry or bring the note up , powerful concentration, as he tained the last note. Even bet- other hand, one can sing beau- honed on a hit-and-miss basis, High СІ 

fully but a "crack" in top note 
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BALLET MANILA MOUNTS THE 
most demanding of the classic 
“warhorses"—“Swan Lake.” 
jon will open Sept. 28, 
7:30 p.m., at Aliw Theater. Top-billed 
by prima ballerina Lisa Macuja- 
Elizalde, who has danced the most 
difficult twin roles of Odette/Odile in 
то less than 23 full-length perfor- 
mances all over the world, “Swan 
Lake" will surely enthrall the audi: 
ence as it showcases the unparalleled 
classical skills the BM dancers have 
developed over years of rigorous 
training in the unmodified Vaganova 
method. 
“When you use the term 'warhorse," 
you picture this massive stal- 


BALLET MANILAS ‘SWAN LAKE 
A classic warhorse returns 


lion—strong, sturdy, reliable even in 
the fiercest of battles, alert even in 
weariness,” said  Macuja-Elizalde 
“For us, ‘Swan Lake’ is like that stal- 
lion. Over the centuries, it has re 
mained both a prestigious hallmark 
and a formidable yardstick for classi- 
cal-ballet companies. Ballet Manila is 

ad to be the only company in the 
Philippines with enough strong and 
competent dancers to perform this 
full-length masterpiece.” 

Restaged for the third time by Peo- 
рез Artist of Russia and former Kirov 
Bullet premier danseur Sergey 
Vikulov, Ballet Manila's “Swan Lake" 
features new choreographic sections 
specially designed to highlight the im- 


pressive skills of his young F 

Coaching was provided by Russian 
Ballet Academy mentor Tat 
Udalenkova, who paid special atten 
tion to BM's “swans” and corps de bal. 
let work. 

Reprising the role of Prince 
Siegfried is guest artist Maxim 
Chaschegorov, formerly of the Marin- 
sky (Kirov) Ballet and now principal 
soloist of the Munich Ballet. (He was 
last seen dancing opposite Macuja- 
Elizalde in last years production of 
“La Bayadere.”) 

Other performances will feature 
the “Swan Lake” debuts of BM 
"princes" Rudy de Dios and Nazer Sal- 


BALLERINAS of Ballet Manila with prima ballerina Lisa Macuja-Elizalde 


gadoas Siegfried, and soloists Mylene 
Aggabao and Marian Faustino alter- 
nating as Odette/Odile. 

This celebration in dance also pro- 
vides a fitting send-off to the Ballet 
Manila dancers who will represent 
the Philippines in а 
Performing Ап» the 


Gyeong World Culture Expo 2007 in 
Korea Oct. 19-27, under the auspices 
of IQV a Unesco NGO. 

"Swan Lake" performances are 
scheduled Sept. 28-30 and Oct. 5-7 at 
the Aliw Theater, CCP Complex, Rox- 
as Boulevard, Pasay City Coll 
5255967 or 4043086. 


Ballet Manila’s ‘Halo-Halo 
Sayaw Pinoy atbp.’ shows 
the past and future of balle 


"KAFKAESQUE." Ernest Mandap in "Acide" BM in Tony Fabella's "Dancing to Czerny,” which exudes the atmosphere ofa Paris Opera House 


By Elka Krystle R. Requinta 
Contributor 


I WAS NO SMALL 


got heads bobbing and fingers 
tapping to the music. 
he company seems 
ге open to successfull 
into other gem 
dance, it is still firm, 
toits traditional image. 
as quite evident when 
ended with 
lassical pieces from 
wo of its long-time choreog 
rs: Sergey Vikulov of the 
world-renowned  Maryinsky 
Ballet (formerly Kirov), and 
Tony Fabella, one of the 
ippin itutions" in 
dance. It also restaged Agrip- 
pina Vaganova's classical "Di- 
ane et Acteon” pas de deux, as 
performed by the seemingly 
weightless Mylene Aggabao 
the sturdy Niño Guevarra, 
who used the piece as their en 
try for the recent international 
ballet competitions in Shang- 
hai and Seoul 


bella's famous 
dreds.” 

The company, wearing 
white and gold, moved in uni- 
son and made the simple steps 
look clean and grandiose. 

Macuja-Elizalde let loose а 
round of her signature series 
of pirouetces and chainés, 
equaled by some estimated 17 
fouettés simultaneously 
thrown oùt by Sanco, Faustino 

Aggabao, to the delight of 

е audience. 


haunting Symphony No. 1 by 
Jean Sibelius, was a bit drag- 
ging for the mostly denim 
clad, sneaker-wearing audi- 
ence (a disappointing reality 
for gala nights that used to be 
dress-up affairs). But it was 
well-applauded at 
call. 


"cast of hum 


shock to see a very dif- 

ferent Ballet Manila 
(BM) in its 12th season 
opener, “Halo-Halo 2,” at 
the Aliw Theater. 

Once described by dance lu- 
minary Edna Vida as a classi 
cal ballet company "whose 
roots are firmly grounded in 
the Russian Vaganova soil,” 
BM seems to have successfully 
explored the eclectic beats of 
European-inspired тобет 
dances in half of the aptly ti- 
tled whirlwind showcase 

First-night audiences were 
still raving nonstop about the 
"impressive" production more 
Шап 45 minutes after the 
show ended. 

* Each of BM's dancers was 
admirable in guest choreogra- 
her Ernest Mandap's avant 
garde ballets (read: far 
indeterminable themes): 
mores" (my loves) and 
"Reve" (dream), which pre- 
iniered that evening. 

Being seasoned soloists, so 
phisticated Sofia Sanco and 
naughty Marian Faustino ex- 
gelled їп their respective 
Jead/solos in "Mis Amores," 
Which is a collection of diver- 
tissements displaying various 
moods (not to mention jolting 
scenes like Faustino's kiss with 
а fellow female dancer) with 
the help of bossa nova, jazz, 
tango, mambo and South 
American disco music. 

Both brimmed with Latin 
charm and sensual adagio 


rooted 


Elegantly thrilling 
Fabella’s latest opus, "Danc- 

ing to [Giuseppe] Verdi,” was 

set against what seemed like 

ап equally grand mini version 

of the Paris Opera House, 

complete with 

chandelier and 

lighted curtains 

[Сап] Czerny” was an ele- 

gantly thrilling finale wich 8 


Ballet Manila continues its 
12th season with “Swan Lake” 
on Sept. 28-30 and Oct. 5-7; 
“Pinocchio” and “Nutcracker” 
in December; and "Le Corsaire" 
Lisa Macuja- in February. 

Elizalde 
in Sergey 
Vikulov's 
“Night” 


Love quadrangle 

Vikwlovs minimalist but 
dramatic "Night? which is 
loosely based on one of Fyo- 
dor Dostoyewskys novels, 
compressed into a sad love 

je between Тһе 
1, The Girl, The Lover, 
e Stranger 

No further laurels are need- 
ed for BM artisti director and 
principal dancer Lisa Macuja- 
Elizalde as she framed The 
Girl with absolute certainty 

he prima ballerina, who 
recently obtained her diploma 
in Bachelor of Science in Man- 
agement from University of 
Phoenix Online (Distance 
Learning), was never lax 
With movements still fluid 
and with arabesques still 
strong, Macuja-Blizalde re- 
ceived reverent ovations from 
the audience 

‘The female corps did not let 
themselves be ignored. Al- 


movements as "Warholian" 
images flashed in a big white 
screen overhead. 

Humor mingled with pomp 
ав many laughed at BM schol- 
ar Henry Sitoy's funny antics 
as a spurned gay lover. 

Company member Yanti 
Marduli and apprentices 
Catherine enia and 
Michael Divinagracia were a 
joy to watch as well, but they 
still looked a bit classical. Nev- 
ertheless, the three successful- 


charming Francisco, Michael Divinagracia, 
ed repetitive applause, Espejo and comical Henry Sitoy in "Mis Amores" 
especially for the moving 
makeshift playhouse scene. 


Tumbling pair 

Senior soloist Jerome Espe- 
jo and soloist Gerardo Francis 
со also got amazed reactions 
in “Mis Amores,” but they at- though a supporting cast for 
tracted m jon in the the “ballerina of the masses,” 
gravity-defying “Reve,” which they were united and exact 
infusedcapoieratechniquesin their movements as а wi 
their otherwise agile dancing Ыш; reminiscent of 
skills wraithlike Willis in the classi- 

The two seemed to enjoy cal ballet “Giselle.” 
tumbling across the stage in Soloist Rudy de Dios as The 
the reprised version of rock Dreamer has vastly improved 

in theatrical expressiveness as 
he was able to make each play 
of emotions—hope, fear and 
hure—apparent. 

As The Stranger, company 
member Francis Cascaho (in 
lavender tights!) did a memo 
rable portrayal while bullying 
Macuja-Blizalde and De Dios’ 
characters. Marcus Tolentino 
was a stylish portrait of The 
Lover. It was a pity though that 
his scenes were scarce. 

Almost an hour long, 
Night," which was set to the 


Company Claude Br 

and is co-founder of Company 
in Franc 

showed uncontrollable emo- 

tions in his energizing im- 

promptu solo, "Acide." 

His special one-nig 
formance, reminisce 
"Kafkaesque" stunts and the 
classic old-school, beat-box 
"poplocking | generat 
revved up the audience and 


JEROME Espejo 
behind Gerardo 
Francisco in 
Mandap's 
energy infused. 
"Reve" 
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‘Website: www inguiret.neUentertainment Was Willie suspended? 
"WOWOWEE" TV host Willie Revillame was reportedly slapped 
with a three-day suspension for his outburst against Joey de Leon. 
of the rival show "Eat Bulaga” on Aug. 29. Persistent talk say the 
suspension coincided with Willie's scheduled trip to Las Vegas. 
ABS-CBN Corporate Communications head Bong Osorio told In- 
Quin there was no truth to the rumor. Marinel R. Cruz 


TRADITIONAL THEME 

Classic silhouettes seemed to be 

the fashion order of the evening at 

the 30th Gawad Urian rites on. 

Thursday, and the ladies seemed 1. калмак 
gals Canty (уыл torah motos tic HORDA 
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Six months early, [ETE ET Tel „ M 
Oscars buzz here gm шини UL AAR Po SS 


TORONTO—WITH NEARLY "No," said Brad Pit, a past nom- 
six months until Hollywood's іпее for "Twelve Monkeys” who 
biggest party, everyone is al- delivers a potent performance as 
ready thinking about the Acade- the legendary Old West outlaw in 
my Awards. Not many will ad- "The Assassination of Jesse James" 
mit that the thought of winning Бу the Coward Robert Ford. “And I 
ап Oscar crosses their mind, don'tread the tabloids, either" 
though. Both Blanchett and Pitts movies 
Pass Oscar winner Cate are playing at the Toronto кета. 
Blanchett said with а laugh, de- tional Film Festival, which (with its 
dining to discuss the awards Telluride and Venice counterparts) 
prospects for “Elizabeth: The 
Golden Age; the follow-up to 
1998's “Elizabeth” that eamed the prestige productions looking to 
actress her first nomination. catch some early Oscar buzz. 
Surely people who haven't won Whether any festival entries will 
an Oscar must fret over their maintain awards momentum 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


AIKO Melendez and Martin Jickain split up this week, between them 1-year-old daughter, 
Marthena. In New York last week, the Associated Press likewise reported the breakup of 
Heath Ledger and Michelle Williams, who have a 2-year-old daughter, Matilda. AP quoted 
Williams’ father, Larry—a prominent stock trader based in Australia while he faces US tax 
evasion charges—as telling Sydney's The Daily Telegraph: “I feel tremendously for her 
and for him, and hope they will find what they want in life." АР 
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High ratings for 2 films 
with unusual story lines 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


A FILM ABOUT A MAN WHO RENTS OUT 
coffins fora living and a nun who scales the 
mountains to teach catechism recently re- 
ceived А and B ratings, respectively, from 
the Cinema Evaluation Board. 

Neal “Buboy” Tan's “Araul for Rent, pro 
duced by Artiste Entertainment Works Intema- 
tional, got an ‘A’ on account of "the tour-de- 
force performance by the actors—down to the 
rats,” said CEB chair Christine Dayrit. 

"Maul" stars Joel Torre, Jaclyn Jose, Noni 
Buencamino, Irma Adlawan, Pen Medina, Ryan. 
Eigenmann, Еру Quizon, Ronnie Lazaro and 
Coco Martin. Producers hired trainers for the ro- 
dents. 

‘The movie is set in а congested alleyway 
where the residents are so poor, they could not 
afford caskets for their departed loved ones. 
"The squalor, poverty and lack of peace and or- 
der and all the other details in the production. 
design make the film an excellent work of art,” 
said Dayrit, ching a reviewer 

“Social satire was invoked successfully.” 
Dayrit added, quoting another CEB board mem- 
ber "Itis a different take from the titilating films 
"Tan has made.” Tan earlier made sexy біп like 


“Maldita,” “Kalabit,” “Karelasyon” 

An A grade entitles a movie to a 100-percent 
tax rebane; a B fetches a GS percent rebate. 

"The "simple, straightforward and unpret 
tious storytelling” in Bong Ramos fim camed a 
rating for"HawAng" 

"The board described Ramos as being “at ease 

" prompting one reviewer to 
comment, "The director must be very intimate. 
with the setting ... or he must have done a thor- 
ough research on Ifugao Ше” 

Haw Ang" was shot around the Hungduan 
rice terraces in Ifugao Province. T tels the story 
of Sister Adel, who goes to а farming village in 
Ifugao to teach catechism, and who eventually 
builds a schoolhouse. Even as she breaks tribal 
traditions, Sister Adel makes а big difference in 
the lives of the townsfolk, especially that of Dac- 
may a 7-yearold girl in search of her mother 

Dayrit said it would have gotten an A, if not 
foris “slow” pace. However, the reviewers be- 
lieve it was a deliberate attempt to show “that 
time passes slowiy in the highlands.” 

Firsttime child actors from Hapoo Vilage in 
Hungduan delivered “competent perfor- 
mances; the CEB chair said, adding that Dac- 
may, the central character, was “thoroughly be- 
Шөлге” 


Rihanna, JT strike gold 
at MTV video awards 


LAS VEGAS—TEENAGE R&B 
star Rihanna and pop sensation 
Justin Timberlake were the big 
winners at the recent MTV 
Video Music Awards. 

Rihanna picked up the most- 
sought-after Video of the Ye: 
award and Monster Single of 
the Year for her "Umbrella," nc 
tably beating R&B starlet Bey- 
‘once, Timberlake, rapper Kanye 
West and British soul singer 
Ату Winehouse. 

“Wow. Video of the Year. This 
was definitely the most impor- 
tant one for me of the night 
the most unexpected for me," 
Rihanna said, accepting the top 


па 


ing itand 


form in 


Award. 


Moonman, as the astronaut- 
themed statuettes are known. 
‘Timberlake, 
Goes Around 
reached number one in the US 
charts earlier this year, was 
ей Male Artist of the Year. 
“Its just exciting to see a new 
generation of artists really do- 


whose "What 
. Comes Around" 


doing it well,” he said. 


“1 think music is in a great place 

right now because we're ail do- 

ing what we want to do.” 
Underground СІ 

some Fall Out Boy—due to per- 


ago four- 


Manila this week- 


end picked up the Best Group 


AFP 


AINMENT 


BRAD Pitt 


Six months 


From page GI 


through nominations day on Jan. 22 and the 
80th Oscars ceremony on Feb. 24 remains to be 
seen. The idea for studios and publicists is sim- 
ply to trot out the films, get the stars and film- 
‘makers to mug for photographers at red-carpet 
premieres and hope the critics say nice things 
Such as "Oscar-worthy performance” or "seri- 
ous best picture contender” 


Contenders list. 

Other Toronto films that will get the once- 
‘over by awards watchers include "Michael 
Gayton,” starring Oscar winner 
Clooney in a legal drama; director Sean Penn's 
“Into the Wild” the real-life tale of a young man. 

nd in Alaska; "The Brave 
Jodie Foster 
as a vigilance; “Sleuth,” an update of the 1972. 
mp that earned Laurence Olivier and Michael 
Caine best-actor nominations, the new version 
starring two-time Oscar winner Caine in the 
Olivier role and Jude Law in Саіпе рап; and 
“In the Valley of Elah,” a murder mystery set 
among returning Iraq war veterans that stars 
Oscar winners Tommy Lee Jones, Charlize 
"Theron and Susan Sarandon. 


Who wants it? 
very actor in the world would be lying if 
ку denied that somehow in their head they 
had always wanted to win an Oscar” Clooney 
said. "The funny thing is, once you've won one, 
you actually have beaten your expectation of 
xu thought you'd achieve. Гуе got a stat- 
ue siting at home somewhere in а room..." 
Oscar candidates have emerged fi 
released early this year, notably bes 
‘winner Julie Christie, who stars й 
Нег” which arrives on DVD Tuesday So far, no 
slam-dunks have materialized such as las 
years top еп Mirren for 
“The Queen” and Forest Whitaker for "The Last 
King of Scotland." AP 
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Will love finally shine on the dark runways of their lives? 


Four lives woven together by the threads of time. 
As children, they individually survived the Korean War. 
Ав adults, they will walk the ramp back into each others lives during the booming fashion world of the ‘70s. 
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Women in Music issue, which 


Afirst for ‘Billboard Wor 


will be published in early Oc- 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE— tober. Billboard group edito- 
H Billboard magazine has rial director Tamara Con- 


picked country music. niff said the country 
singer Reba Meis (CHEER sur vas chosen for 


tire for its first her “wide success | 
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Martin says 9 


hard times 
helped him 


By Pocholo Concepcion 


ARTIN NIEVERA WALKS 

into the room and barks: 

“all right, who made it.. 
who made it through the rain?” 

А downpour had delayed the arrival of 
the entertainment media for the launch of 
Martin's new album, the double CI 
stones” (EMI Phils.) which marks his 25h 
anniversary in show biz. 

"The singer/TV host nearly didn't get to 
finish the project, bent as he was on pursu- 


5 d Meo Laser 
мт E Ped therapy , Halt 


ing his dream to become a star in Las Vegas, EA н ree 
a dream sidetracked by a little misfortune. 4 А (месі os 

Martin, 45, had done the hotel circuit in x that starts from within! Bot 
Vegas three years ago, and was prepared to жана emu ә 

о more. It seemed he was ready to settle 

6259739 (азды tatoo Cay эш Уз fu a 
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"Then he was duped by of all guys, а Lipo Dissolve Body freatment cp mec eee os 


Pinoy businessman who turned out to have 
a string of bad deals. This happened in 
March. Instead of heading back for Manila, 
Martin sought out gigs on his own, and 
stayed in Vegas for four months. 

“I wanted other producers there to see 
me,” he says now. "That was my plan." 

Why is Martin so hot about Vegas? 

Performers booked there used to be 
looked down on as desperate. A prime ex 
ample was Elvis Presley, whose Vegas stint 
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SuperStar Virgo 
October 28, 2007 


3-Nights Cruise starts from *USD 322 
( Oct. 28 - 51, 2007, Singapore - Penang - Phuket - Singapore ) 
5-Nights Cruise starts from *USD 476 
(Oct, 28- Nov. 2, 2007, Singapore - Penang - Phuket - Singapore - PortKlang - Singapore) 

“Cruise rates only, per person based on twin, on Cat DB, Inside Stateroom 
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told Inquiner Entertainment. "I 
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saw the boys as action figures 


and the girls as dolls." 


IF YOU ASK COSTUME DE- 
signer Bill Gustilo, dressing up. 
the stars of the new Kapuso ad- 
venture series “Zaido” was kid 
stuff 

^I thought of toys,” Gustilo 


ith fellow designer Noel 
Flores, Gustilo stuck to a simple 
design philosophy: "Think kids." 
He explained: "I asked my- 
self: IFT were a child, what toys 
‘would like to play with?" 


Thus, he made sure that his 
designs for the female stars and 
villains hewed closely with Flo 
res costumes for the three Met- 
al Heroes portrayed by Den- 
nis Trillo, Marky Cielo and Aljur 


Abrenica. 


“We wanted a coherent look: 


Futuristic, 


science fiction,” 


Gustilo said. 

Flores’ Galactic Force Acade- 
my costumes for the three boys 
are heavily influenced by “Star 


Trek.” 


Redynn Alba, “Zaido” pro- 
gram manager, said that, al- 
though GMA 7 acquired the 
rights for the 1980s series 
"Shaider" from Japanese com- 


pany Toei, the local network 
was allowed t 


гак not only 


he story, but the costumes and 
the overall look as well. 


IAN DELEON, playing a good- 
guy general, looks sharp in 


character. 


Home ‘mental hospitals’ on ‘T-Witness’ 


‘THE HOMEMADE SOLUTIONS FAMILIES 
are forced го employ in the face of complex 
mental problems are explored in the “I-Wit 


ness" documentary titled “Gapos,” airing , 


late tonight on GMA-7. 

Little “mental hospitals” inside homes in 
remote provinces are visited by Kara David. 

Tn one province in the Visayas, Kara meets 
six different “patients,” among them, Teng, 
who has been tied up the longest. He has 
been chained around the waist for more than 
12 years because of his history of violence. 

‘Another patient is Geraldine, who is al- 
lowed to take care of her nine younger sib- 
lings. But when she suffers an attack, 
she, too, must be tied up. 


Great icons on Discovery 

Mandela, Ali, Castro. These men 
have shaped history and inspired 
millions 

Discovery Channels new series, "The 
Complete, takes a unique approach to 
telling the stories of some of the greatest 
leaders of our time through the eyes of ordi- 
nary people. 

‘The series airs starting tonight until Sept. 
19at9 p.m. 

‘The first episode takes viewers into the 
life of Nelson Madela, an anti-apartheid ас 
tivist who was sentenced to life imprison- 
ment but was released after 27 years and 
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KARA David speaks to one of her subjects. 


became South Africa's first demo- 


~ cratically elected president. 


Sexbomb search on GMA 
Five Sexbomb Girls hope- 
fuls—Michelle Mercado, Mizuki 
Konno, Chona Guzman, Johanne Fagel and 
Veronica Bengeo—will vie for the title 
Sexbomb Wannabe (Sexbomb Girls in trai 
ing) in grand finals of “Baile! Sis Search for 
the Next Bomb" today on GMA 7. 

The winner will receive P20,000 and oth- 
er opportunities, including a manageme: 
contract under Joy Cancio's Focus E. 

She will also join ће back-up dancers of 
Sexbomb Rochelle in the mall tours for her 
"Baile" album. 
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FALL OUT BOY 
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METAL Heroes trio, from L, Marky Cielo, Dennis Trillo and Aljur Abrenica. 


For example, Kris Bernal's in- 
génue Amy wears а nautical 
outfit like the one мот by 
“Shaider” heroine Annie, but, 
"We did away with the long 


sleeves and made it 
youthful,” said Gustilo. 


more 


Baddie Jay Manalo's Drigo 


looks li 


musha in black and гей 


dressing cohort Paolo Balles- 


a modernized Kage- 


ALAST touch-up for Orange 
Amazon Vaness del Moral 


teros’ Ida is a vision in violet 


straight from “Voltes V* 


The female villains, dubbed 


Amazonas, are 


color-coded: 


black, orange, pink and white. 


“I wanted the gi 


s to look like 


barbarians, but in candy col- 
ors,” Gustilo explained. He also 
made use of snakeskin, span- 


the sere 


dex, rubber and fake leather, 
“for costumes that jump out of 


WHITE Amazon Arci Muñoz 
prepares for her close-up. 
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Ballesteros strikes a pose as 
cross-dressing villain Ida. 


Too much like that other wedding film 


By Jayson B. Brizuela 
Contributor 


A WORD OF CAUTION TO THOSE 
who have yet to catch “My Kuya's 
Wedding” (Regal Fi 

nothing more than entertainment. 

"Topbiling Ryan Agoncillo, Maja Sal- 
vador and helmed by Toppel Lee, the 
movie—ifthe ttle didn't help you see it 
coming—s а rehash of Hollywood's 
wwellioved “Му Best Friends Wed- 
ding” 

Ryan stars as Jeff, doting kaya to 
Maja's clingy Kat. Dealing with the loss 
oftheir father as children, and growing 
up in а household that struggles to 
make ends meet, Jeff and Kat develop 
avery song bond. 

"The death of their mother years lat- 
ıer seals this bond, It also ses the stage 
for the movie's premise: A young girl 
оп the verge of dosing" the only family 
she's got tries to break up her big 
brother's forthcoming wedding. 

In terms of acting, Maja is the star 
here. She turns out a passat 
laudable, performance. 

Ryan also does well, especially in 
the first part, when he gets to show off 
his dramatic chops. He is convine- 
ing—both as a doting kuya and as a 
young man stepping into his fathers 


more than it demands of him. 

With so many similarišes between 
“Kuya” and the Julia Roberts Dermot 
Mulroney cassic—down to distinc: 
details, lke the gay best fiend, here 
played by an under-utilized ІС Men- 
doza— is easy to dismiss “Kuya” as yet 
another copycat. 

és worthwhile to note that, rue to 
form, Regal tried to "improve" on the 


earlier material, with several sub-plots. 

Theres the budding romance be- 
tween Kat and furure brother-in-law 
Aris, a reality show evictee played by 
Jason Abalos. Although an obvious ef- 
fort to build up a new love team, this is 
а welcome distraction from the occa- 

ally dragging sequences. 

Theres also bridetobe Heidi's 
(Pauleen Luna) back story: Her first at- 
tempt to бе the knot ended in disas- 
ter—recalling yet another Julia 
Roberts hit, “Runaway Bride." 


Additional characters 

‘Additional characters help prop up 
the film: Dick Israel as the disapprov- 
ing father of the bride; Echel Booba as 
the fumre mother-in-law; Janus Del 
Prado and Ryan Yllana аз the 
wrestingloving future broderin- 
Jaw. Sadiy, their limited screen expo- 
sure undermine their effectiveness, 


The most obvious deviation from 
‘Best Friend,” of course, is the sister 
But this is also the movie's problem. 
Credit goes to the filmmakers for head: 
ing in the family-friendly direction, but. 
everyone knows that a brothersister 
story isn't nearly as box office-friendly 
asa romantic coupling. 

“Kuya” tries to offset this weakness 
with Pauleeris character, the would- 
be-bride and object of Kat's machina- 
tions. Unfortunately, Pauleen's perfor- 
mance is uninspired and falls short of 
providing the requisite romantic ten- 
sion. Either that, or her character was 
really meant to take a back seat 

T might have been interesting if the 
movie had focused on the sister/siterin- 
Jaw conflict Then again, that might have 
made "Kuya" a rehash of another Holly- 
‘wood hit, "Monseerin-aw" Any more 
of rehashing, and we may just decide to 
ditch weddings like this altogether 


Praise, complaint for kiddie reality series 


SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO—A CBS 
reality series in which youngsters 
тип their own town has prompted 
complaints from one of the chil- 
dren's parents, and may have skirt- 


"Kid Nation,” slated to premiere 
‘Sept. 19, was filmed over 40 days 
during April and May ina movie-set 
town in the high desert just south of 
Santa Ре 
‘While parents and children made 
available by CBS praised the pro- 
duction as safe, well-supervised 
and a leaming experience, one 
mother has told authorities the con- 
ions warrant an abuse investiga- 
tior 
Janis Miles of Fayetteville, Geor- 
id in a letter that her 12-year- 


old daughter Divad Miles, was 
spattered оп her face with grease 
While cooking potatoes on a wood 
stove, and that four other 
children required medical 
attention after they acci- 
dentally drank bleach. 

Her daughter also had a 
rash that had caused scar- 
ring, and sunburn on her 
face and hands, Miles 
wrote. 

Miles declined to talk to а re- 
porter, referring calls to CBS. 

Tom Forman, the show's execu- 
tive producer, confirmed ti 
grease-spattering and bleach-sip- 
ping incidents, bur called them the 
kinds of accidents that can happen 
‘in any kitchen, іп any school, in 
any home, in any camp" and said 


Dip 
You 
Know... 


that the children immediately got 
medical attention. 

The children in the show, ages 8- 

15, hauled water, prepared 
meals, elected a govem- 
ment and passed laws. 

"The whole concept of 
the show is 40 kids who 
build a world of their 
own,” Forman said. 

The children are to be 
paid $5,000 apiece when 
the series airs, and one child per 
episode was awarded a solid-gold 
star by the town’s elected govern- 
ment worth $20,000, Forman said. 

"The series was filmed responsi- 
bly and within all applicable laws in 
the state of New Mexico at the time 
of the production,” CBS said in a 
statement. АР 
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EWE 


GANG, GIVEN “YES” 


SIGNAL TO RUN 


AFTER SCOOTERS! 


hat do you do when 
you've grown tired of 
running, sprinting and 
chasing after all the Yes! 
crowns on foot? Well, you 
run faster and harder after 
an SK-125 SCOOTER! 


Take it from the Yes-Yes-Yo Gang. 
For the past few weeks, they 
have been giving their trusty 
slippers, good ol” rubber shoes 
and maybe even their killer 
stilettos one hell of a workout 
for a chance to say Yes! to 
cellphones, iPod Nanos, PSPs and 
just recently, MacBooks. 


But with Coke, Sprite and Royal 
8 oz. and 12 oz. calling out from 
every sari-sari store, pushing 
everyone to go after great prizes 
like the scooters on the loose this 
week, looks like no pair of 
sneakers will be getting that 
much-needed rest anytime soon. 


“1 train everyday by sprinting from 
one sari-sari store to another in 
our street! So I can run from my 
bedroom in the morning and be 
the first face that Manang Shirley 
sees every day! I can’t be taking 
a walk in the park if I want to 
have each and every one of her 
store's Coke bottles all to myself. 
After all, what's at stake this week 
is the 5К-125 SCOOTER!” says 
one Yes! member while trying to 


NEVER MISS A YES! WEEK 


catch his breath in between 
sentences. 


"It's one of the most versatile 
scooters around, especially if 

live in a city where traffic is at its 
worst almost half the time,” he 
says, still panting. “With the 
SK-125 scooter, I will be able to 
weave through traffic.effortlessly. 
Plus it can do more than 60 km. 
оп a single liter of fuel, so I сап 
get to more, if not ALL the 
Sari-sari stores here in our 
baranggay in time to find the next 
winning Yes! message ahead of 
everyone else!" he continues. 


“I will do everything for that 
scooter and of course, that winning 
Yes! message. Even it if means 
setting a new record. Yes! I plan 
to run to each and every sari-sari 
store in this city and drink as much 
ice-cold Coke as possible in the 
shortest possible time,” the Yes! 
athlete declares, then suddenly 
runs off to resume his hunt. 


Indeed, this type of frenzy, driven 
by an intense “just say Yes!” 
behavior, is what has taken over 
the country these past few weeks. 
And in no time, with people 
discovering interesting ways of 
drinking more Coke and bagging 
that winning Yes! crown, 
impressive records are really just 
waiting to be set. е 


Week 3 (Sept. 2 - 8, 2007) 


“Crown look may vary 


"emen crown have косу табылу an are sujet ovenfeaton аға suhantaton by Coca-Cola representatives, 


All prizes can be claimed until November 29, 2007 
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CHECK YOUR CROWN ПОШ! 
YOU MAY ALREADY BE A WINNER! 


Is it your chance to say Yes! to an 
SK-125 SCOOTER this week? With “Buhay Coke, 
Yes, Linggo-Linggo,” if the message under your 
Coke crown is "YES, MARARATING MO ‘YUN!" go 
ahead, grab your chance to say Yes! to a SCOOTER 
right now! 


But if non-winning crowns are all you've got at the 
moment, just keep those YESes and never ever 
Say no! Every week, there is a different winning 
Yes! message, because every week there is a 
different prize up for grabs. Who knows, one of 
your crowns might make you say Yes! next week! 


Still want to run faster and harder after the 
SK-125 SCOOTER this week? So, what's stopping 
you? Just buy any Coke, Sprite, Royal 8oz. and 
1202. and look under the crown for the Yes! 
message. If it matches the winning message on 
this page and on the daily 5:30pm announcements 
on GMA and ABS-CBN, then Yes! you're a winner! 


And Yes! You can also win instantly! Millions of 
Jollibee Meals (1-pc. Chickenjoy Meal, Jollibee 
Spaghetti Meal or Regular Yum Meal) to be given 
away under the crown. • 
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